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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (26-10-2006)
AL-KHAWARIJ: FROM LOYAL OPPOSITION TO VIOLENCE
Allah instructs us to learn from those who out of concern or otherwise had their mistakes and serious errors. To this end He says, in reference to the collapse of previous civilizations and the undoing of foregone societies

There is, indeed, a lesson- a moral lesson- in their narrative or in the details of their history (Surah Yusuf verse 111)
From understanding this, we seek to learn from our own history and selves. This is what we have been covering in the past- Allah knows how many khutbahs on Friday- well over a year. It happens that we are at a point of learning from ourselves and we pity the Muslims who are not willing to learn from our own mistakes, strengths and weaknesses that were a result of our own decisions. There was a time in the 4th decade after the Prophet when we, the Muslims, decided that we are going to settle our most serious disagreement that we’ve had but talking it our and trying to reach some type of understanding absent the battle-field. We took a look, last week and the week before at was has come to be known in our history as at-tahkeem. In earlier literature, this tahkeem was referred to as hukumah. What we are speaking about is the arbitration that occurred between those who were on the side of the Imam and those who were on the side of Muawiyah. The two arbiters in their own way failed the Muslim public. If we had an enriched analysis of why this happened- we venture with a good degree of confidence to say to you that regrettably we have not had Muslim minds who could zero-in on this history of ours and sort out what went wrong and what went right. Up until now, this is virgin history; it hasn’t been approached by the human mind- it has been approached by human emotions but not by our rational capability. We know that it ended in a failure and deception, but we never cared to look at the social implication that went into that deception, emotionalism and the social trends that emerged from those implications and emotionalism. Once again, because this has become a very delicate and sensitive issue to the Muslims, we know that Amr ibn Al Aas- tricked or fooled Aba Musa Al Ash’ari (radi Allahu anhu), but that’s all we know. We also know that word went within the Muslim society because of this and Amr ibn Al Aas went to Damascus and Abu Musa Al- Ash’ari finds refuge in Makkah. He didn’t even have the stamina to return to the people that deputized him for this mission. What happens now- that concerns us, because the history of Muawiyah is the history of kings and those who are more concerned with Earthly power than they are concerned with heavenly justice- so we don’t even want to bother to consider the details of what happened in the aftermath of this on Muawiyah’s side of this issue- we’re simply not interested at this point, but let’s take a look at what happened with sincere Muslims who up until now were trying their best to solve this issue.

When word arrived in Southern Iraq concerning the arbitration that took place in Northern Arabia, Imam Ali (radi Allahu anhu) stood in front of his constituents and said the following- this is verbatim as narrated to us by the historian Al Baladhuri, word by word- this is word by word what the Islamic leader said to the Islamic society under his jurisdiction at that time. What did he say? We quoted for you his exact words. How does this translate into the language that we are speaking? Remember, this was his comments on what went on in that arbitration process. He said all thanks are due to Allah- (this isn’t a person who lost faith in the Muslims or in Allah; this is the character of Muslims- whatever happens, we say alhamdulillah)- even though the sequence of time has presented us with something like a disaster and an overwhelming development. Then he said I bear witness that there is no deity and authority except Allah and I bear witness that Muhammed is His Subject and Messenger. Henceforth, the disobedience of a person who has come to you with counsel, advice and experience has now generated regret, after feelings and thought of sorrow. I had ordered and showed you the facts pertaining to these two men- this is reference to ibn Al Aas and Abu Musa, the two arbiters- and I have also spoken to you about this arbitration. Remember, Ali is telling these Muslims, (what we call now “public opinion and the mainstream of Islamic society) I have explained to you the characters that are involved and the process that you agreed to; I sorted all of that out (i.e. my opinion about all of this), for you if only it was obeyed, but you objected and wouldn’t accept anything except what you wanted and thus, my position towards you and your position towards me- then he quoted poetry, one verse saying or meaning- now it has become too late. My advice now, at this moment (that you may understand) is it’s too late. Those two arbiters that you accepted, decided upon and chose as the ones to solve this issue- what did they do? They ejected Allah’s counsel, injunction or rule and placed it behind their backs; and then both of them opined as a matter coming from their own nafs or self-preferences. That’s what they did- this is an accurate description of what took place. So what happened? They extinguished the livelihood of the Qur’an in this matter and they instigated or gave life to what the Qur’an put to rest, meaning they contradicted the Qur’an on both accounts of what to do and what not to do. Then, at the end, when they came out with their ruling, they betrayed the hukm that was allocated to them by virtue that they said “they would arbitrate this affair in reference to the Qur’an,” which they did not do. This being the case of both of them, they cannot show us a way and they cannot be precise in this affair or matter. Now, Allah is innocent, has nothing to do or is relieved from what they have done and so is His Messenger and the Muslim interest. Now, be prepared for the military struggle and get ready for the military journey, camp or let us join at the military camp on Monday with the will of Allah. This was the accurate assessment of that arbitration that went foul. But now, what do we have? Ali spoke these words to committed Muslims who lived this struggle since the days of Jamal and Siffin. He wasn’t speaking to some people who were inexperienced or who had just become Muslims; he was speaking to people who had an Islamic background and will-power. In reference to other Muslims who broke away from him and who are known in Islamic history as Al-Khawarij, Ali always used to repeat in the social circles that he was in concerning their rhetoric and propaganda a word of truth that conceals an intention of falsity and he used to say to the people around him if these dissidents leave us alone, we will leave them alone; if they are to oppose us by their words, we will put their words to rest by our evidence and if they were to take up arms for purposes of instability and chaos, we will fight against them. Here, we have (probably) the 1st indication in Islamic history of how people can get carried away and become (in today’s language, we don’t like the word, but it’s the word that’s being used) extremists. At that point, when Ali spoke to the Islamic constituents of his and he put them on a war footing against Muawiyah, something unexpected happened… We have to remind ourselves, that in the interim, there were encounters and exchanges between Ali and these dissidents; it wasn’t like they were cut-off from each other. You see, most of the times now, if Muslims disagree with each other, what comes to our mind is they were isolated from each other because that’s what happens in today’s real world. You have some Muslims who don’t agree with other Muslims so there’s a big gap between them- there’s no talk, communication, communications, meetings and exchange of ideas. No! That wasn’t the case at that time. With all of this serious disagreement, still, people were meeting, “giving and taking”, exchanging ideas and talking to each other because this is the moral character of committed Muslims regarding of their ijtihaad. As a result of this, many of these dissidents who were in Harura’, their break away area, began to return to Al-Kufa and the Imam- some of them discreetly and some of them loudly and publicly. This was a trend that Ali tried to encourage because he knew how they felt because they harbored the opinion and ijtihaad that he had originally. As the Muslims were now set on dueling with the break away, soon to be king in Damascus, Muawiyah, something unexpectedly happened- and that was that these dissidents or Khawarij killed the son of Khabbab ibn Al Arat (radi Allahu anhu), a senior sahabi of the Prophet- his son was killed by these dissidents as were many other women. (As a refresher), Abdullah ibn Al Khabbab ibn Al Arat’s (who was killed by these dissidents) father Al Khabbab was (what the Muslims would say) one of the mustad’af sahabis around the Prophet. He came from a background of poverty. Before he became a Muslim, he used to make or manufacture swords- something a kin to a blacksmith. (Not to go into the details of his life), but he was one of these personalities around the Prophet that was (as a matter of consensus) respected by the rest of Muslim society. As Ali was embarking upon the final military showdown between him and the instigator of all of this, Muawiyah in Damascus- we don’t say all of this with any complexes, hate, rancor or bad feelings, we say this in trying to state the fact, that’s all- as the Islamic fighting force was regrouping under the leadership of Ali, all of a sudden this happened! After committing this crime which was a crime by any standards)- Abdullah ibn Khabbab ibn Al Arat did not agree with you concerning your opinion, (but) why kill him and why show the capacity to do further killing among the Muslims? They killed an innocent man who holds a political opinion that doesn’t agree with you and then they also killed innocent Muslim women who also disagree with you so now, public opinion, (once again- brothers and sisters) in the camp of Ali said let’s not go to Damascus. We have an internal problem (that) we have to deal with. Now, these dissidents had gone to a place called An-Nahrawaan, an area in Iraq, a place called Diyala; the region called An-Nahrawaan is east of the Tigris River. The force that was supposed to go to meet the instigator behind all of this found itself diverted to deal with this new problem. After defactions -after they were at one time maybe 12,000 to 18,000 some of these dissidents had joined the Imam because of the contacts that Muslims had- imagine if  Ali had the mentality and social policy of not speaking to other Muslims who disagreed with him?! The results would not have been what we had. The numbers of these dissidents shrank from the teens of thousands- 12,000 to 18,0000- and now, they were only 3,000; the others went to Kufa and the Imam. The fighting force now went to An-Nahrawaan. Once again, the Muslims, now under the command of Ali were not intent on beginning a fight. Even though they were in military gear, they were given orders not to initiate any fight with these opponents, but these opponents were in a mentality and fiery attitude to commence warfare. When these 2 sides met, these dissidents who numbered around 3,000 attacked with their arms and wherewithal the army of the Imam and they caused it to split into two- a left and right flank. After that initial thrust, the larger army of Ali recouped and regrouped and managed to finish them off entirely- the 3,000 or so (a little more or less) all of them were killed. Brothers and sisters- this is not an easy issue to consider. When we ferment these developments in our own minds and hearts, it is truly something difficult to deal with. Their leader, Ar-Rasibi was killed; all of them were killed. When you think about it, why were they killed? Because they held on to an opinion that was in theoretical terms- correct, but in practical terms, they were wrong and because of that, they ended with this tragic outcome at An-Nahrawaan. Now, Ali had to return with his soldiers to Kufa. Who are his soldiers? His soldiers are the brothers, fathers, sons, cousins and friends of these 3,000 who were just killed. This wasn’t a foreign invading force; it wasn’t an army that came from a far away land; these were the same families, blood relationship and social nexus- imagine what the psychology of these people were right now and how this army that was commanded by the Imam felt after 3,000 of its own were killed. In other words, they were in no mood for fighting; in today’s snapshot words, they were demoralized. They may not have expressed this in such words, but now, they were ready to concede to whatever force there was. They did not want to go on in this cousin-against-cousin and family-against-family warfare that they were in. Remember at the time of Al-Jamal, the people of Kufa scored victory against the people of Basrah and they came back because these were two separate population blocs, but now, it was the same Islamic population bloc that suffered its 1st victory and its 1st defeat at the same time. In a poetic verse, Ali expressed it all. He said I complain to Allah concerning all the sad and known events; I have cured myself but killed my people. It may not come out as harsh in Arabic as it is in the English translation, but it captures the moment. How can we go forward when we are consuming our ownselves?! Doesn’t this portion of our history invite us to learn from it? If it does, why don’t we learn?! Why can’t we understand the meanings of dissent?! How far can we pursue an independent political idea? When does that independent political idea turn against our ownselves? How come we haven’t worked that out yet? How come we have today (what is called) fanatics and extremists rehearse for us what we are supposed to have already learnt? This means something simple- we just haven’t learnt from ourselves! 
Don’t expel those, from your company, who are seeking Allah from the beginning to the end of the day, sincerely devoted to Allah’s direction and His majesty (Surah Al-An’aam verse 52)
Why are some of us, today, prone to falling into this sectarian and nationalist problem? Muslims today can simply say we have Muslims who are nationalist and others who are sectarian. OK- we can see who is sectarian and nationalist today, but is this the 1st time that we have these types of Muslims, or did we have them during that time also? These dissidents who took their “holier-than-thou” opinion to the war and battle fields to kill other Muslims were the 1st sectarians in Islam and that “qamis Uthman attitude” that wanted to revive the nationalism of Makkah was the 1st nationalism in Islam, but some of us cannot connect our present with our past because some of us know what is happening today but are unaware of what happened then; and then, some of us have a scholarly head about what happened then, but cannot connect and relate what happened then and there with what is happening here and now.

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

In today’s world, what we observe and see is much less than what is concealed and concocted behind the scenes. From reading and understanding Allah and His Prophet, we know that we have an external hand that is locked with an internal hand- both of these trying to undermine our common Islamic future. We see the world today and we realize how the foreign powers have intruded, but the use of arms, into our own homes, homelands and even psychologies. From the choice of words that they use to the last invention of arms and military prowess that they have, who can deny that the internal and external enemies are not working together? But- brothers and sisters- you don’t know; when a person reads about these events of ours at that early time of dawn in our history (in the many sources and references that there are), you don’t get the impression that there is an internal hand that is interlocking with the external hand. Remember, at that time of the Islamic extension into the regions of the world that were defeated- much like today, when one super-power has been defeated and the other is in the process- do you mean to tell us human nature has changed?! What we see today was not what was happening then? But, the people who were busy writing the history of that time - their books of history that we read today does not make reference to the interlocking of the external with the internal enemy. This is like a blind spot that we have and because we don’t think about ourselves, it continues to have its deadly affects on us up until now. The time has long lapsed- we should be able to take a healthy look at our history and current affairs and learn from our past to avoid the mistakes of our present and future, otherwise the price is very very prohibitive– the price will be our blood and lives. 
