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They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light, no matter how much the kaafirs, mushriks and munafiqs detest it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shara Al Mu’mineen, Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims …

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (02-04-1999)

UNITY

The Prophet of Allah says whoever wakes up and begins his day and is not concerned with the affairs of the Muslims is not a Muslim or is not one of them. The Prophet is instructive in this hadith- if you and I are to consider ourselves Muslims, we are to ingrain, in our habitual selves, the concern for our larger selves; you don’t belong to your body alone- you belong to a larger reality of Muslims around you. But, there is a serious violation of this hadith in real life. It is easy for a khateeb or speaker to quote to you a hadith of the Prophet, (and on different occasions there are different speakers who will abundantly and profusely quote for you hadiths of the Prophet and ayaat of the Qur’an), but our responsibility i.e. the trust that we all carry is not a simple verbal responsibility and trust; it is a behavior, a state of mind, acts and actions in the realm of the physical world that we are in. The Prophet on one hand says whoever launches into his day without a concern for the affairs of his fellow Muslims is not a Muslim; how many Muslims do we have who begin their day with their thoughts, minds and concerns focused on the affairs of the Muslims? Not many of them! But why? We are intelligent beings of Allah and we are responsible for pursuing an answer because this is a Prophetic instruction to live by, yet it is not a fact of our livelihood. Why is it that Muslims wake up and ignore the affairs of other Muslims? This is what you will encounter in establishmentarian Masajid where the concern for other Muslims is not ingrained into your thought process. The standard has become the opposite of what the Prophet said. (It’s) as if to be a good and sincere Muslim in our world you have to dismiss the affairs of other Muslims and not be concerned with them. The way the Masjid functions today and the way so-called Muslim scholars communicate nowadays is as if the Prophet was saying whoever begins his day without being concerned with the affairs of his fellow Muslims is a Muslim; this has become the criteria of being a good Muslim. They tell you “don’t poke your nose into other Muslims affairs. Why should you bothered and concerned.”
This is the mainstream thinking that find its nurturing in the Masjid; they have turned the statement of the Prophet upside down- topsy-turvy. This is not the only statement or instruction from the Prophet that they are guilty of reversing, Allah’s Prophet said a Mu’meen to another Mu’meen is like a building each part of that building reinforces the other part. In real life that is how the Prophet described our relationship to each other; we are supportive of each other by the Prophet’s statement. We reinforce the positions of each other by the Prophet’s words, but what do we have? It’s easy to say a few words but it’s not that easy to discover what we have, in fact and on the ground. Are Muslims reinforcing each other? You can take this reinforcement at any level- a personal, family, community, societal  or international level- are Muslims reinforcing and supportive of each other? The harsh answer to that is no! We have managed to reverse the Prophet’s statement, and after that we also cover it up with our verbiage. There’s enough words that we have to cover up the wayward attitudes and behaviors that we have. This week, the lesson comes home on a grand scale. If we are concerned with the affairs of the Muslims, (as we should be per the Prophet’s statement and the ayaat of the Qur’an    

And this is your Ummah- a united or one Ummah- and I am your Sustainer so conform unto Me (Surah Al Ambiya’ verse 92)

Or

And this is your Ummah- a united or one Ummah- and I am your Sustainer so guard yourselves from My retribution 
Allah is saying we are one Ummah, but we are saying “we are 50 to 60 Ummahs in the world!” Does anyone realize that they are lying when they say these words? We’re not lying by what we say through our mouths, because it is the truth- these are words from Allah, and He does not lie- but out attitudes and behavior is lying. We are not one Ummah! Sentimentally, if we want to run to our imagination, then “yes, we are one Ummah”, and we can wax eloquent on this “one Ummah” concept, but the hard facts of life tell you unequivocally that “you are not one Ummah, you are umam; you are nations and you are divided.” 

A few years ago, a war was in process against the Muslims in Bosnia and hearts and minds that are detached from the Qur’an think and move sheepishly- just like sheep. We are told that there was a war in progress against Muslims in Bosnia and we had Muslims repeat these words i.e. that there is a war of genocidal proportions against the Muslims in Bosnia.’ We tried to raise the level of understanding at the time and say “there is a war against the Muslims in the Balkans” and we had difficulties with conditioned minds; but this is one voice once a week- there umpteen if not hundreds of voices thousands of times a week from all directions that contradict the facts. We said at the time “Muslims- take stock and notice of becoming targets of genocide in all the Balkan area” and therefore, we said years ago, (these were our words), “military efforts should be streamlined to Albania where there is a concentration of Muslims who are capable of at least defending the sanctity of Muslim life in that precarious and dangerous part of the world.” Now, (only two or three years later), we find that it is not only Bosnia, (but) Kosova is in the news. But, what does it help when every week, Muslims are institutionalized to part concern with the other Muslims in the world. When they come to the Masjid, it’s only after the fact that they begin to speak about the bloodshed on Earth. In the past weeks, no one from the Mimbar was concerned with the future of Muslims in the Balkans. If you told them there is a potential genocide in the making in areas outside of Bosnia, they would dismiss this and say “you are too political.” Now, just this week, word has gone out to the Masjids in America to speak about Kosova today; after 700,000 Muslims, (at least), have become refugees with no where to go in the world, displaced, hungry, dying and exposed to the elements, finally they wake up and say to the Muslim crowd that comes to Friday congregation “speak about Kosova today.” You are several years behind! Today, you should speak about wars in Central Asia that are in the making; we don’t want to wait three or four years until it is too late to speak about Muslim bloodshed in yet another area of the world. We don’t want to be reactive and behind times; we should be proactive and ahead of times! But, we can’t be like that if we don’t factor into our thoughts and minds- on a daily basis- the concerns, issues and affairs of other Muslims in the world. Only 30 years ago, there was only one or two Jum’ahs in the Washington DC area, now we have at least 40 to 50 Jum’ahs and 25 to 30 Masjids and Islamic Centers in this area, but the question is “should we be concerned with numbers or should we be concerned with the essence of the issues that are addressed to us by Allah?” It is a shame to state the fact that Muslims are unable to protect their own- this is a fact! The sooner we state, face and publicize it and the sooner it becomes mainstream information, the sooner we will overcome the catastrophes that are coming our way. If we were to take ourselves back to the time when Islam was a dynamic force in the world and some Muslims on the fringes of this Islamic hemisphere of the world were in danger; and then, imagine non-Muslim governments, (whether they are Persian or Roman, at that time), coming in too save Muslims- this was unheard of, un-spoken of, un-thought of and unbelievable. This is the scenario that is presented to us today. They even have the audacity to claim that “they are concerned for the Muslims on a humanitarian basis;” as if they haven’t shed enough Muslim blood in the past generation or strangulated enough Muslim societies and peoples in the world. (Because), we haven’t activated and thought along these lines, they have a vacuum of Muslim ignorance in the public mind, and they step into that vacuum and say “we are saving your brothers and sisters because on a humanitarian basis we are concerned for them.” This is what happens when we are not concerned for our own- they manage to fabricate statements like that and present them to a simplistic public and make mileage of it. Action is in Kosova, but keep your eyes on Turkey. Don’t be misled by some type of humanitarian pulses, when they send in their planes to do intensive bombings in Muslim lands. The rulers in Turkey have enacted a strategic agreement in which Israel and Turkey share military and strategic concerns and the Freemasons who are in charge of Turkey’s military and political establishments feel threatened from their own people. The Muslim people in Turkey are gradually taking on or resuming an Islamic character and this is a frightening prospect for those who rule Turkey, because those who rule Turkey have placed their future in the Israeli/Zionist/Yahudi basket. The rulers of Turkey are the kinsfolk of the Muslims in the Balkans; those who are ruling Turkey are not the Muslims from Asia, they are the Muslims from Europe and now, their relatives are being slaughtered. The Muslims in Turkey are watching while those who are ruling them have their relatives slaughtered and displaced on a grand scale. Obviously, this is a threat to the rulers of Turkey more than it is a threat to the rank and file Muslims in the Balkans. It is true- almost 1million in Kosova have been affected by the schemes and plans of the past years and the general condition of the Muslims in the Balkans is unpredictable, but they have no care for Muslims; their record shows this. But all the care they have is for the protection of Zionist Israel and because Turkey is a strategic companion of Zionist Israel, they have to protect the Turkish military and political establishment so they move in their forces so that what is happening to the Muslims in the Balkans is not dramatized to the Muslims in Turkey who will have what it takes to reformulate the type of government that they want and that they deserve. In the meantime, instead of that government showing its military prowess against the Serbs- the butchers in Belgrade- they turn their military forces against the poor Kurds. You probably haven’t seen, (because they don’t what that shown to the public here), but in the past couple of weeks there has been a military affront to the Kurdish people in Turkey- abusing young men, women in hijab being kicked around by so-called security forces in Turkey! Does this blend in with the Prophets description of us? Does this meet the standards of the Qur’an?

Muhammed is the Messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are fierce and ferocious and firm with the kaafirs and compassionate amongst each other. (Surah Al-Fath verse 28)

Not only have our real configuration in the world manage to reverse the of the Prophets hadith, it managed also to reverse Allah’s words. If we are committed to Allah, we are courteous and compassionate among ourselves and we sympathize with each other; and we are strong, harsh and tough with our opponents i.e. those who deny Allah. This is what the ayah says when it talks about us. But how do we talk about ourselves? How is our behavioral language describe us? In this instance, we are strong, tough and harsh against our ownselves. How do you define the Turkish military razing to the ground thousands of Kurdish villages, hamlets and towns? As Allah would calculate it to be, (it’s) at the same time that there is a military force abusing- with genocidal proclivities the Muslim presence in South Eastern Europe. You’ve heard this hadith before, the Prophet said the equivalent or example of the committed Muslims as far as their care, compassion and relationship with each other is like a physical body; if this physical body has a pain in one area of it or has an organ in it complain, then the rest of the body will respond- the immune system and other systems in our body will respond too try to alleviate the cause of pain and discomfort in this body. Today, the body of the Muslims in the world is complaining, where’s the response? If there is not a response, don’t think that you have educated yourself and discovered Muslims are not responding the way they are supposed to, to meet the standards of the Qur’an and the Prophet, pursue that question even more and ask yourself why haven’t we responded the way we are supposed to or expected to respond?! This question will have many answers, but there is a significant answer to this in the fact that our minds have been alienated from the meanings- not the words; all of us are familiar with the words- of the Qur’an and the Sunnah and besides that, we have also been alienated from the intentions of our opponents and adversaries around. This is the bulk answer as to why we are in the position that we are in today. When we begin to activate our minds and thoughts with the meanings of the Qur’an and the Prophets hadiths, then we have placed ourselves in the right direction. There is no lack of good intentions; (if) you go around, (we’re not talking about criminal or evil Muslims you will find that), the majority of this body of people are good at heart and sincere deep down inside, but their minds are (deactivated); (with the deactivation of) the distinguishing character in us i.e. our ability to think, rationalize, understand and make sense nothing else would have any value. The Qur’an would be valueless! Is the Qur’an of any value to animals and things? It is addressing a particular essence, proportion and part of us and we should respond by activating our common sense approach to Allah’s words i.e. the words of Scripture and Apostle.

Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…

As has been stated in the few Jum’ahs before, there are some brothers- Muslims- who are as they prefer to say about themselves, “in an intermediary role to try to bring to a conclusion this travesty of justice that is represented on Massachusetts Avenue 54 times a year for the past 16 years.” They tell us that “there is something like a serious intention by those people…” (who have been occupying the Islamic Center for all of these years), “of ending this weekly affair of Massachusetts Avenue.” As we have and continue to say, this is a simple affair- that is a Masjid and we are Muslims and there is no power on Earth that has the right, (much less to use force against them), in banning them from entering the Masjid as has been the case for over 16 years now. If they want to reconsider that position, “disarm’ the Masjid, and behave like Muslims behave to each other i.e. if they want to move from a state of hostility towards committed Muslims, reconcile the hearts and act and behave like responsible brothers- something that we have been adamant about and want to reciprocate with any Muslims who opens his mind and heart- then the issue will begin to solve itself; but, as long as there is no gesture of good intention and this is not good intention when you have people inside the Masjid telling other Muslims “you cannot come into the Masjid.” Is this a manifestation of good intention? If there’s anyone who has to prove their good intention, it’s these people who have initiated this travesty for over 16 years. Whoever wants to walk-this-walk between those who are inside, (in a virtual mental state of siege), and us who are outside, (and have been open for all of these years), are welcome. We have never turned anyone down or said we have anything to hide; we have been speaking to the public for over 16 years now. We are not as weak as to be unable to speak to them- call us at anytime and any place and we are ready to solve this issue brothers and sisters, especially those brothers and sisters who have been coming here on more or less a weekly basis. Matters concerning Muslims are matters of shura’, consultation, feedback, advice and counsel. You are obliged to express whatever you have on your heart and mind- it’s your responsibility to do so. But, before-and-after all of this, (which just may be a flurry or someone’s imagination), Allah is present. We are not doing this for some personal gain or worldly advantage- we’re 16 years closer to Allah than we were when this whole incident occurred. We are no closer to giving up, we are closer to insisting on al haqq al shar’i or the right of ash shari’ah. Before this began, during it and now, (whether we are towards a conclusion or another phase of it), we continue to place our confidence and reliance on Allah. This body will one day wither away, but never will our connection and relationship to Allah wither away.

O Allah- show us what is right as being right and offer us the determination to follow through on it; and show us that which is wrong as being wrong (in our own senses, calculations and strategies and offer us the determination to avoid and steer clear of it and place us in positions to be leaders of al muttaqis.     

This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on the 2nd April 1999 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.

