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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa Sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims of a conscience; a thinking mind and Muslims who are in the service of Allah Azza Wa Jall....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (13-10-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 47
WOMENS STATUS (PART 5)
In the past weeks, we’ve been speaking about the issue of women and we have been strictly focusing on the words and the aayat of Allah as they pertain to this delicate issue. With Allah’s provisions, we are trying to go back to the source- about which there is no doubt- the book of Allah and the meanings there-in, to try to relieve ourselves of basically two deviations; the first one is characterized by our culture or the cumulative affect of traditions that a have no basis in what Allah or His Prophet said and the other one is the break away and runaway attitude of those who think that modernity and westernization has answers to women’s issues and therefore we should according to them adopt the western lifestyle a lifestyle that we see around us so obviously. If we can refer ourselves to Allah and His words and the Prophet and his words, then we will spare our personal selves, our families and our society the rambunctious and turbulent behaviour and attitude that either one of these two trends represent, the unfounded traditions along with the zigzagging western lifestyle. So, dedicating these days of taqwa, (we may remind you that the word taqwa) is used in its original context to stimulate the presence of Allah’s power in our life. When we have power we tend to abuse this power on those who are weaker then us and because, on the power structure, women are physically weaker then men there is a tendency to abuse them. Taqwa, this important element in our constitution and in our substantive being puts a damper on this proclivity that wants to demonstrate power to those who have lesser power. We said in the previous khutbahs that we find in the Qur’an that women were participants in social life. They were not taken out of society and thrown behind closed doors, high walls and opaque areas. We mentioned when Hajar and Isma’il (alaihima as-salaam) were left in the forsaken area in Arabia how Ibrahim (alaihi salaam) said 
Oh Allah cause the hearts of people to be attracted to them.(Surah Ibrahim verse 37)

He didn’t say “Oh no have them excluded in that desolated area”; he did not make du’a to say “Oh Allah have them away from peoples eyes.” That’s his wife he said Oh Allah cause the hearts of people to be attracted to them, which is an indicator that there was no reservation in his understanding of Allah and scripture to have his wife which he trusted and left with his only son to come in contact with people and to have people come in contact with her. Then, in another time period we saw that Sarah (alaiha as-salaam), the other wife of Ibrahim, was interactive with the men who were in her household. Interactive- meaning what? Meaning she was speaking to them and they were speaking to her- we went through that detail. Now, we come to another Prophet at another time period. We take from the life of the Prophet Musa (alaihi salaam) a segment that will teach us how we should behave, we meaning both sexes or both genders. The ayah says… The meaning of this discourse of aayat… We know Musa was wanted by the pharaohonic authority or the super-power government of the time and he was on the run. While he was on his journey away from persecution he arrived at a source of water in Madyan, a land north or north east of Egypt. 

As he arrived to this source of water, a well, he found a crowd of people who were drawing water (Surah Al-Qassas verse 23).

Now, up until here this is a normal and natural occurrence, but listen to what happens here and take an observing and closer look at Musa’s behaviour. The ayah says 

in this crowd of men and people who were drawing water, Musa found two women (Surah Al-Qassas verse 23)

Ok. So what did he do? You would think in today’s mentality and men’s attitude towards women, he’d avoid them. Todays mentality is “Oh these are women, stay away from them.” And, he’s a stranger; he doesn’t even know who these people are; he just arrived from a far away land. So, the ayah says 
Musa goes to these two women and he says “what is it with you or what do you want” (Surah Al-Qassas verse 23)

As if he is trying to help them. Now, this is a communication between Musa and these two women and they are speaking freely. The Qur’an picked this particular moment in human history to have our minds focused on the developments between Musa as a man and these two women. So they answered him.

Both of them said, “We will not draw water until this crowd clears the area.”(Surah Al-Qassas verse 23)

Meaning until they draw their own water and leave at that time we can go and extract this water for ourselves. They wouldn’t have had to have said this but they said this because communication was normal. It was not this issue that Musa is a man and these are two women therefore keep your words to the minimum. These two women added something that basically maybe in today’s attitude should not have been said. They told him
and our father is an elderly senior (Surah Al-Qassas verse 23)

So what happens here? 
So, Musa, himself went and drew water for them (Surah Al-Qassas verse 24)

He did what he could do for them, he helped them out. There was no physiological barrier here saying “Oh these are women and I’m a man and I can’t go speak to them and I can’t go help them out.” If this was just one of those generous acts of a human being- Musa was a human being and this was, of course, an act of assistance of a generosity of this person- if it was just that, then Allah would not have picked this particular instance in history to have us recite as His holy words until the end of life and time- so there is significance in this, robust significance.

then Musa went to the shade (Surah Al-Qassas verse 24)
Obviously it must have been a hot day he went to relax in the shade.

Oh my Sustainer, I am impoverished to give back to you what you have given to me (Surah Al-Qassas verse 24)

That is in reference to his vitality, his strength and his energy- being able to help these two women in their task. And it doesn’t end here. The next thing we know from reading these ayaat is 
after a while one of those two women comes to him walking with the shyness of a women. She said my father is inviting you to compensate you for you your help to us (Surah Al-Qassas verse 25)

These two women are not Prophets, so there may have not been any necessity to mention this follow up, but to teach us that women may have the initiative in talking to men- we learn that one of them comes back to speak to Musa.

and one of them came to him walking in a shy manner. Then she said but my father wants you to come so that he can repay you for the good you did to us (Surah Al-Qassas verse 25)

Obviously, if we read and understand this ayah there is a discrepancy between the way Musa behaves and the way we, Muslim men, behave today- we do not behave normally, Musa was behaving normally. Allah says about the character of Musa, this is like a privilege statement which means- Allah’s saying to Musa 
I have custom made you for myself. (Surah Ta-ha verse 41)

So there’s no flaw in character here- someone can’t come and say “Well this is one of those Prophetic moments in which he did the human thing, he spoke to those two women.” No- it was a trendsetter, this lesson is a trendsetter for we, Muslim men and women to act normally towards ourselves. Of course, this is in the overall character of the Muslim men and women. 

OK, now we part with this occasion and we go to the time of Sulayman (alaih salaam), a Prophet of Allah the son of Dawud (alaih salaam) another Prophet of Allah. We know that there was communication between Sulayman and Bilqees, the Queen of Sheba, in the English language. After this communication, the Queen of Sheba came to Sulayman. Some historical narratives tell us that that journey was from Yemen, the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula to Al-Quds, Palestine today. That’s quite a journey, especially during those times. She comes and she arrives. We want to pick up the interface or the behavioural conduct of Bilqees and Sulayman because this will give us an image of how men and women behaviour are in their normal deportment. We know, at least some of us know, that Sulayman had brought the throne of Bilqees faster then the blinking of the eye. Her throne was with Sulayman and she arrives. The ayah in the Qur’an says 
When Bilqees came she was told “is this is your throne?”(Surah An-Naml verse 42)
She said (now this is a normal conversation, Bilqees was not behind a wall or a curtain, she was in front of Sulayman as far as we know and Sulayman was in front of her, a man is talking to a woman and a woman is talking to a man) she was asked that question, is this your throne? Does this seem to be like your throne?
She said as if it is it as if it’s my throne (Surah An-Naml verse 42)
And then,

she was told enter this court (Surah An-Naml verse 44)
She was told enter this court, now she was looking at something very elaborate way beyond the technology that she had and was used to, so when she was about to step into this area of the court, she thought it was water so what did she do? The ayah of the Qur’an says 
she bared or uncovered her legs (Surah An-Naml verse 44)
If some of these Muslims today were there, they would have said “Astaghfirullah” or they would have looked the other way or they would have just gone and left. No-one did any of that. Allah did not tell us that anyone, Sulayman or any of the Muslims who were with him did any such thing. But this lady, what did she do? She exposed her legs- just like when you are going to go into water, what do you do? If you are wearing a dress, what do you do? You pull it up and that’s what she did until her legs were uncovered and were showing. Today’s mentality of some men, those who are in the traditional mode and smothered in customs that have no basis in the Qur’an or the Sunnah say “Why is this ayah in the Qur’an?” They wouldn’t say it with their tongue- they wouldn’t express it like that- but their attitude their non-verbal communications and expressions would be “we shouldn’t even be thinking about this ayah because look, when you’re thinking about this ayah you are thinking about women’s legs, and to them this becomes almost a step towards pornography.” NO. When the Qur’an speaks here and when it was speaking about the encounter of the first lady of Egypt, almost, at that time when she wanted to tempt Yusuf (alaihi salaam) to have sex with her the same attitude says “Oh wait a minute, let us not think of these ayaat.” Why? What’s going to happen if you are going to think of these ayaat? What will happen? We are going to have a problem if we have Muslims who are sexually repressed, but, we are supposed to have normal functional Muslims- the problem is not in the words of the Qur’an the problem is in the social behaviour that we adopted that is alien to the Qur'an. You see, to today’s mind, reading this ayah in Surah Yusuf,

the first lady closed the doors and she said to Yusuf “I’m yours” (Surah Yusuf verse 23)
The ayah in the Qur’an says this- but something is wrong in our minds and internal thoughts that we cannot read these ayaat calmly, with composure, thought and understand the normal human behaviour between man and women. So, this is what happened during Sulayman’s time- Bilqees came and, then all of a sudden, she thought that this was deep water she was going to go into and she exposed here legs- this is what ayaat are telling us and the ayaat are meant for us to think about not to fantasies about. Remember, all of these are ayaat, no-one is bringing “such and such a scholar says or some opinion from whatever source” this is Allah’s book, the book that formulates our thoughts and our emotions. 
We move from that time period to the time period of Allah’s Prophet. There is an ayah and a Surah in the Qur’an that is women’s specific. This Surah is called Surah Al-Mujaadilah. Al-Mujaadilah, is a discussant women. It begins by saying……..what is this ayah saying? It says,

In fact Allah has listened to her, to the woman, who is disputing with you about her husband and Allah has listened to her complaints and Allah is listening to this discussion that is taking place, for Allah is ever hearing, ever listening ever watching (Surah Al-Mujadilah verse 1)
Who would think just a regular woman in the Arabian society is going to become the full subject and the central character in a Surah of the Qur’an. Once again, we have to compare what Allah did in specifying this issue of a woman who is coming to Allah’s Prophet and complaining about her husband. Allah takes this encounter and makes this issue an ayah and a Surah, whereas todays attitude is “if there is going to be a wife complaining about her husband oh that’s just one of those wives who likes to complain or something along those lines”. In other words, the attitude becomes dismissive against a wife who is complaining about her husband. The Qur’an, Allah and His Prophet were not dismissive about this, this was very serious and therefore we have it in an ayah which means if you are praying you can read Surat Al-Fatiha and then after that, read this ayah- it’s part of our salaah, our communion with Allah.

Now, all of these staggering incidents throughout time, from the time of Ibrahim to the time of Musa to the time of Elsa (alaihi salaam)- we didn’t speak about Maryam ibnati Imran, and there is a Surah about Maryam and there are many ayaat in Surat Ahl Imran about Maryam and in the time of the last Prophet we have some principles and some values that are part and parcel of the character of those both the Muslim man and the Muslim woman. The 1st one is to be conservative in our looks. When we look at each other, a Muslim man and a Muslim woman, we don’t puncture our eyes with our vision towards each other. When there is this normal behaviour it is done with an air of respect and with the average and the moderate communication that goes on between human beings just like when a man speaks to a man and when a woman speaks to a woman there’s no incursion into their own personal realm. This is outlined in the ayah, 
Say (Oh Prophet) to the committed Muslim men to un-focus their vision when they are communicating with a woman (Surah An-Nur verse 30)
Un-focus this vision means you don’t invade a woman’s privacy with your eyes and to maintain under their control their sexual inclinations. When we speak about normal man to woman behaviour or woman to man behaviour we speak about it in this context with these principles and values. Likewise, equally so, the ayah says 
And (Oh Prophet) say to the committed Muslim women (the same words), they also should behave when interacting with men with defocusing their vision (Surah An-Nur verse 31)

Because the eyes can say a lot, the eyes communicate extensively and in this case there shouldn’t be beyond the normal communication that goes on an extra communication by the eyes or even by the sexual emotions inside. All of this has to be under control- we’re not animals. Now, there’s another issue here and that’s the issue of, you’ve heard it and you will hear it again, how much is a Muslim woman allowed to expose of herself. The ayah says 
and they shall not expose their zeenah, the attractive parts of their body, except for what is naturally exposed (so to speak) (Surah An-Nur verse 31)
The majority of Islamic informed opinion about this, throughout the hundreds and thousand years that we are speaking about, is the face and the hands- that’s the exception. The rest of the ayah says the way women used to cover their heads in pre-Islamic and pre-Qur’anic times was- the cloth that used to cover their heads whatever was extra of it used to be placed behind on their back thus exposing a pocket of flesh in the neck area (and in relation to others in the breast area) so the ayah says 
let this cover that is this covering the head whatever is of excess let it be placed in this pocket of the neck and the breast (Surah An-Nur verse 31)
Then, you have women who should be moving or walking with honour and integrity not walking as if they are hunting for men or trying to solicit the attention and the involvement of men- that’s not a principle, a value and a characteristic of a Muslim woman. The ayah says women should not be walking in a way using their (we’re translating this with some license) using their legs to attract the attention of men (Surah An-Nur verse 31)
So that they draw attention to their charms and beauty they conceal- they can’t do that. But not doing that doesn’t mean we’re going to take them out of society and tell them you can’t speak or talk to men. Let’s be careful in what we are doing and understanding. Then, Allah says 
women you yourselves should not devalue your communication (Surah Al-Ahzaab verse 32)
In other words when you speak be serious about what you say- because some women have a tendency to try to entrap men by the words that they use or by the way they use their words, and Allah is telling them- “don’t do that”. The ayah says to women

do not devalue your speech in doing so you will entice some men whose hearts are diseased and when you speak you speak with the measure and the standard of ma’ruf (Surah Al-Ahzaab verse 32)
All of these, brothers and sisters, have been ayaat. We have been looking at women through these ayaat in the Qur’an and from looking at them we realise that women are the full social human beings that men are. But, that doesn’t mean that women are men and it doesn’t mean that the men are women. We can’t lose the characteristics of each by trying to say we want to equalize them- we can’t do that. In the social, dignified sense of human behaviour we are equal in the responsibilities and tasks- we are complimentary and remain equal. We will come to the Prophet’s ahadith that will fill in some of the areas that we covered, in which in one of them, he says in truth women are the counter parts or the other half or the reflection of men. When we can not only understand this, but make it a behaviour in the full sense of the word, we will have managed to fulfil the taqwa we are here to observe
Brothers and sisters committed Muslims….

Don’t think that if we are allocating a certain series of khutbahs to a sensitive and misunderstood topic as this, that somehow we are lowering our standards- no. This is an issue that has to do with power and power is the element that is used against us. We have to empower ourselves. We can’t do so when, you as a brother, as a man, have your mother, sister, wife or daughter, who don’t have any power- how can you feel that you are in power? We can’t feel so unless all of us are re-invigorated with these essential meanings that come to us courtesy of Allah and with the fulfilment of the Prophet. Brothers and sisters, recently, one of the major newspapers came up with an article about this Islamic Centre. The Washington Times had on the front page an article about this Masjid and Islamic Centre which we have been excluded from for going on 24 years. They tell us that the baha’i savaki agent that has been inside that Masjid for all of these years- he probably came over here when many of the Musalleen were Iranians- now many of them are gone but he still remains inside the Masjid- and the article says that the Saudi administration of the Masjid ordered an audit of this place and they found out that there was $US300,000 that this baha’i savaki who has been protecting the salafi saudis for all of these years has been sealing from his masters. Then, The Washington Post ran an article and then buries it on the last page of Section B, also concerning the same news item ie. The thieves inside the Islamic Centre. We have two ranks of thieves inside that centre- the Saudi rank that is stealing billions upon billions of dollars from the resources of the Ummah and then the petty rank of a baha’i savaki who is stealing from the thieves who are stealing from the Ummah. These thieves are the ones running this Centre and we have Muslims who go and pray comfortably with the administration of thieves, crooks and criminals inside this Centre and this has been going on and on and on. Then they throw in a news item- we don’t know how much they know, by the way, both of them The Washington Post and The Washington Times conveniently excluded from their talk about this Centre the crime of forcing Muslims out of this Centre for all of these years- as if they know nothing about it. Imagine- being here for coming on 24 years and they are playing deaf, dumb and blind- as if none of this exists. Anyway they throw in a piece saying that it turns out the Saudi administrator of this Centre who gives the khutbah most of the times, his name is Abdullah Khuj, is going to be appointed, according to the article itself, the Saudi ambassador to South Africa. We don’t know exactly what they are up to, but we do know that their plans and their strategies are going to fail. They can go to court, we are in a larger court and Allah is our judge and their judge. We will continue with Allah’s help and His aid and let them- as criminals are in their nature- fall out with their own selves. Let them expose themselves and let the rest of the Muslims, those who are hiding come out of their hiding positions and those who are watching from a distance take notice of what is happening. 
