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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=5 (9-15-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 43
INTRODUCTION TO WOMENS STATUS
We are in the coming 10 days approaching the month of Ramadhan. A month in which we solidify our will power and we remember those who are powerless. Hunger, thirst and deprivation are in a sense a matter of diminishing physical power and in Ramadhan we celebrate the power of determination over physical and material power. Being that one of the issues that has not been approached from this angle is the issue of women in Islam, we think it is befitting to begin the month of Ramdhan and to go through that month as much as possible trying to make sense out of where the position of women is pertaining to traditions; many of them having nothing to do with the Qur’an or the prophet; many of them attributed to the Qur’an and the prophet without any justification or basis- and on the other hand the position of women as a reaction to that in (what is called) modern or westernized society and how that has become to influence our own lives and our own behaviours.

We want to begin this with a general overview or approach. Some of you may be aware that women seem to be (the word that is usually used is) discriminated against or oppressed within Muslim society itself or whatever is left of an Islamic society. This discrimination or violation of the status of women has even been expressed very eloquently by those who stand for it.  One of these speakers said- now listen brothers and sisters, this indicates to you and me and every listener, the bottling up or suffocating of a woman’s life- “Blessed are the days when a woman was born out of her mother’s womb into her parents home to remain there and only to part from there to the home of her husband to remain there and only to part from her husband’s home to the grave.” This is a silly and a suspicious mentality that expresses these words and these types of ideas. We even find in our Islamic historical and “scholarly” literature a quote from the Prophet in which his daughter was asked presumably by her father, “What is the best description of a woman?” Listen to the reactionary, uninformed, and what passes as a hadith statement we have. It is recorded that Fatimah, the daughter of Allah’s prophet, said, that she should not see anyone and no one should see her. Then, upon saying that we are told, in this type of literature that the Prophet hugged her and he said, an offspring that regenerates itself, meaning this expresses his view on the matter. Brothers and sister- with Allah’s assistance we will be covering this territory in khutbahs to come, but let us first of all say that anyone who follows the meanings of the Qur’an doesn’t find any discrimination or any oppression from men towards women. We challenge anyone to quote for us any ayah in the Qur’an that will indicate that there is a second status or a lower position for women in society vis-à-vis men, and we don’t want any quotes to be made out of context, we want them to be placed where they belong.
We say first and foremost, that we take innocent pride in the fact that we don’t have the Judeo-Christian taint of placing the onus of the first sin of man upon a woman. In this narrative it was Eve who tempted Adam to have of the forbidden fruit in paradise for which we all came tumbling down to Earth. We begin with a fresh, rational and an equal start between men and women, the masculine and the feminine, in life. The ayah of the Qur’an says, 
Adam disobeyed His sustainer, consequently he went in the wrong direction but then Allah offered amnesty to him and showed him the correct direction (Surah Ta’ha verse 121)
Where is it here that anyone can sense there is an undue burden that is placed on a woman when the ayah is speaking about Adam? We seek not also to take this to an extreme in which we may think that we have some feminists who are going to place the onus and the sin on man in exclusion to women. Both of these approaches are not found in our reliable source of information. Another ayah in the Qur’an says concerning Adam and Hawa, Adam and Eve, Both of you eat whatever you find in it (meaning in paradise) with a full appetite but do not (Surah Al-A’raf verse 19)
In English it may not appear because of the failure of the language but in the Qur’anic Arabic it is clear that Allah is speaking to two, the man and the woman, the male and the female, the masculine and the feminine. See how many times? At least four times in this ayah, there is reference to two or to both of them. We don’t have this psychological inferiority that bounces around from society to society and from century to century, inflicting the ignorant and the bias with false information pertaining to the position of women as we honour that position as a function of our submission and obedience to Allah. 
Let us say also that there is a human nature. We are speaking about a God-given nature that is distributed equally between male and female, to complement each other and the Qur’an has been observant of this as a matter of justice.  In an ayah in Surah An-Nisa, Allah

If a woman is found to have committed the sin of adultery, then what is required is the testimony of four witnesses (Surah An-Nisa verse 15)
As far as men are concerned, the act of adultery becomes one that can be hidden but a woman, especially in places and times in which there are no (what is called) birth control mechanisms, no pill and no surgery, when adultery is committed, the crime shows because the woman is now pregnant and the man can disappear back into society. But what do you do when this is the case? What is required in this case is the testimony of four reliable witnesses in a court of law (Surah An-Nisa verse 15). What happens here?  The evidence is established- the woman is pregnant, but if there are no witnesses, the legal procedure cannot go forward. In order for the legal procedure to go forward there has to be four witnesses and if that does happen then she is required to stay at home. Now, you tell us why this is not well known among the Muslim public. Of course this is a Mansukh ayah; the penalty for adultery is eventually established, but before that ultimate penalty was established, she was required to, what we say today, be under house arrest or to stay at home. She can’t go out into society any longer until one of two things happens:  until she expires due to death or until Allah causes a way out for her. There has been much argument pertaining to what is called Al-Nasikh ayahs that have been updated and Al-Mansukh, ayahs that have exhausted there purpose or outdated ayaat. This may sound a little strange to the novice, the uninitiated and to people not familiar with the growth and development of Islamic society. This is an area in which women, because of their nature, were not considered equal with the way men are to be treated and that is because we said there’s a degree of difference between men and women and that degree was meant for each to complement the other, not to oppress or react to the other- behaviours that are preponderant in our societies. The ayaat don’t permit oppression and reaction.  The Prophet of Allah in a hadith says, women are the twins of men, or the twin equals of men. An ayah in the Qur’an says, 
some of you are the extraction and the complements of others (Surah An-Nisa verse 25)
This is a reference to men and women. So where do we have these non-sensical developments that have set in like concrete in our societies coming from? Where do we have someone coming and telling us ‘No, the face and the hands of a woman are a Awrah, a private part coming from? It has been established that during the time of Allah’s Prophet, women used to show their face and their hands. So where did all of this come from? Why do we now have what is called an Islamic justification for it? (Let us say this a little more slowly and at a lesser pitch), we, meaning the Muslims, don’t have a normal relationship between men and women. It’s not normal because some of us are consumed with inaccurate information to which we give an Islamic gloss and some of us are anxious to run away from this type of traditional Islamic understanding to another extreme in which we want women to undress, to forget about the Hijab, and what Allah and His Prophet say. These two currents that now devour our human relations have made us in our inter-gender relationships, abnormal and dysfunctional. We even have masajid around the world, in which women are discouraged or forbidden from entering the masjid. Where did this come from? Once again it comes from uninformed opinions. We don’t find any basis for this in the Qur’an or in the Sunnah. To the contrary, there’s a hadith that says, don’t withhold women subjects of Allah from going to the masajid, to the mosques of Allah. A plain hadith on the authority of Muslim which is one of the highest if not the highest authorities of hadith but then why do we have the attitude among us that tells the woman, ‘you don’t have to go to the masjid?’ In the time of Allah’s Prophet, women who were within their monthly cycle or period used to attend the masjid. They used to go to the masjid continuously and no one would tell them you can’t be here.  They would go to Salatul Eid and participate in every function of Salatul Eid with the exception of the salat.  So why do we now have this attitude of discriminating against our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters by telling them- (this is what they say in their homes and one-on-one communication) ‘it’s better for you to pray at home than it is to pray at the masjid’?  Would you think this is a strike at Islamic unity when we say 
And hold firm to the rope of Allah, all of you and do not be divided (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 103)
 We sense that in this attitude that prohibits and bars our mothers, sisters, wives and daughters from going to the masjid and being part of an Islamic assembly, Jumu’ah, and Jama’ah is in violation of this ayah which is clear, direct in its meaning. We’re going to cover this with more detail if Allah helps us in the Jumu’ahs to come. This is one area that has to do with power. We can detect our weakness in our divisions. One of these serious divisions is half of our numbers, at least half of us have been paralyzed.  The ‘enlightened ones,’ say, “ok you can go to the masjid,” but they tell Muslimat, Muminaat, Haafidhaat, Qaanitaat, Thayyibaatin wa Abkarah, “Ok if you want to go to the masjid, you can’t go to the night salat- Al-Fajr and Al-Isha. Go to Al-Dhuhr and Al-Asr; we have no problems with that but don’t go to the masjid at night.” Where did this come from, we ask once again, when Muslimaat used to go to the masjid at Al-Fajr and Al-Isha in the time of Allah’s Prophet. Isn’t that the time that we refer to saying this is our Sunna, our model behavior? What happened? Why can’t we act normal?  That’s all that is required- acting normally and have our Muslim sisters know that we honour their dignity and humanity. But why is it that some of us are unable to do this. A quick answer to this is that we are an inhibited society. Many of our brothers are living in denial of their sexual orientation and needs. It’s like there is a struggle going on in them and part of this struggle they or their religious elders calculate, is to keep men away from women.  Well if this was the case we would think that part of the 23-year history of the Prophet in Makkah and in Al-Medinah covered this area. If there was going to be a problem, then we should’ve found an echo to what is happening today in those years, but we don’t find it. We find that the solution to get rid of this sexual inhibition or repression is marriage.  It’s a simple thing, you get married and you move on to the higher responsibilities. We’re looking at nearly 2 billion people in the world- what do you want to do? Put half of them, 1billion Muslim women, in a lifelong incarceration just because we have a segment of youth who cannot get married?! And why can’t they get married?  Because they don’t have the wherewithal, the finances, the career, gainful employment and whatever it takes to get married. The problem is there.  We begin to think about these problems. But they don’t want us to open up these issues in the Masjid. Don’t speak about economic and financial issues in the Masjid. You see, this is where it all ties in.  They say, “O brother, you’re speaking about politics, wars, corporations, capitalism, and monopoly.” These are the problems that come back to haunt you in your social lives when we can’t speak and think about them. Look at what is happening to us. We become corrosive internally- this is where we are. Don’t speak about these issues- why? There is no Qur’anic or Sunnatic basis for not speaking about these issues.  Show us where Allah and His Prophet tell us we cannot speak about these issues, relate them to each other and trace our problem to where it begins to where it has to end. But they can’t.  So, when they no longer have the mental ammunition they go to the military ammunition- this is where they are. They don’t have any muscles in their brains and in their heart, so they go to technology and think they have all the muscles there with their military technology to use against us before we can wake up and begin identifying these problems.
Some of the instances of women…  One of the women in the household of Allah’s Prophet, heard someone, a man, saying, (we don’t want to mention names brothers because when we mention names some people who listen to these khutbahs begin to draw on their stereotypical and biased emotions. We want to avoid that and speak to your minds) that when women wash their head, have to undo their hair to make wudhu. If a woman has her hair tied in a ponytail or whatever they are called, she has to undo it for her wudhu to be valid. Then, one of the women in the family of the Prophet said, “That’s not true. I used to perform my wudhu from the same container as Allah’s Prophet and I just used to run water over my head and that was it.”  So this person was trailed with this information, they took this information to him and said what are you saying? He said, “Well I heard another person attribute this to the Prophet.”  And he said, “If your information is coming from the Prophet’s household, then I have nothing else to say.” It was a woman in the Prophet’s family who put an end to a version of things that was not correct. We don’t want to say there’s a deliberate act of lying.  It’s just misinformation. Another small example of misinformation- there’s an ayah in the Qur’an which says, 
you women stay or settle within your own homes.(Surah Al-Ahzaab verse 32-33)
You could put it this way, you women are ordered to stay at home.  That’s what the words say. Then, they take this sentence and generalize it- “Look, women have to stay at home- the ayah says so.” This is what happens when they take a sentence out of context because this sentence is speaking to the wives of Allah’s Prophet. And then Allah says, O you, women or wives of the Prophet, you are not like other women. And then it says, therefore remain at home.  This is a special case that is not to be generalized like we have today.
We will find, with Allah’s help, that women were conscious of their status in society. They came to the Prophet to ask for advice on selecting their own husbands; the right to choose their own soul mates, the right to abandon that relationship if there is a basis to do so.  In other words, they have a right to annul the marriage. They came with these concerns to Allah’s Prophet. They participated in social activities, in decision-making and in all activities in life that is compatible with their nature.  And there was no one saying to them, “What are you doing? You belong at home. Dare you not step out in the real world.” Even if our enemies wanted to scheme and plot something that would paralyze half the Muslims, they couldn’t come up with something as effective as this. Half of the Muslims now, for one reason or the other, either its traditions or what is called westernization- we have lost many of this potential.
Then you can go on to the absurd. They quote a hadith.  They say there’s a hadith from the Prophet that says, pertaining to women, yes, consult with them but after consulting with them do the opposite of what they tell you to do. Can you believe something like this still exists and in some circles passes as bona fide Islamic information and knowledge?! The ayah in the Qur’an, when it speaks about the dissolution or the undoing of the marriage, there has to be a consultation between husband and wife and there has to be satisfaction on what has to be done by both of them. When a hadith is in contradiction to an ayah, you suspend the hadith and follow the meanings of the ayah. Not like some of these people around, who bring all of this hadith literature, some of it true, some of it false, and they want to understand the Qur’an in light of the hadith. It’s the other way around brothers and sisters. We understand the hadith in light of the Qur’an. We will see and we will try as Allah gives us the knowledge and ability, to look at this issue through a Qur’anic and Sunnatic mind- an understanding that is extracted from the words of Allah and His Prophet.

Brothers and sister, committed Muslims... 
An issue that has been making waves had been a statement by the Pope visiting his home country, Germany, in which he quotes an emperor back 600 and some odd years ago as having said that Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) did not bring anything new, (we’re paraphrasing of course), to this world, and if there is something new he brought, it is evil and inhumane, Astaghfirullah al Adhim wa Atubu Illayh. This is a very injurious, inaccurate statement. As a consequence to this, there have been Muslims around the world who responded, asking him to either apologize for what he said or to explain it in a way that is not defamatory to the Muslims. When this was in the making, we had not heard any statement to that effect, neither from the person who made the statement, nor from the Vatican itself. In the meantime, the Muslims living the conditions that they are living, should feel that there may be some larger plan because of that statement, and that larger plan in light of what has happened in the past, beginning with the Salman Rushdie assault on the Muslims, and recently these cartoons or caricatures in Denmark and the European press and now with this type of statement it would seem or appear for a thinking mind, (beware of a committed Muslim’s insight because when he sees things, he does so with the light of Allah), that this statement was meant to feed into the military frenzy against Muslims and maybe, knowing that this Pope is going to go to a Muslim country, we may have some evil minds who are thinking about inflicting physical and deadly harm on this Pope, not because they are zealous about the Prophet or Islam, but because they want to plunge the Muslims and the Christians into a clash of catastrophic proportions. You can recall around 25 years ago, when there was an attempt on the previous Pope by a Turk. So is it far away from reason? Turkey is one of the accessible Muslim countries for the CIA, Mossad, MI6, or any of the intelligence services working in their orbit to have a pontiff killed in Muslim lands to bring back ancient animosities and dig up the history of the past, the Crusades, the Conquistadores, the Inquisitions.  Who would love to see something like that?  The Zionists in Tel Aviv. We don’t know the nature of how speeches are prepared for the Pope but we can sense that there is now a dirty hand that is trying to execute a filthy plot and then blame the Muslims so they can go on and on in their propaganda and in their wars doing what they have been doing in Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, and in other places. This is one issue that we have to keep our Qur’anically open minds on and not let it pass away and then when the crime is committed go into reactions. This is not the character of a committed Muslim. 
And just very briefly as an extension to the status of women, you may not know that in the recent past, there was serious consideration by the government in Saudi Arabia to forbid Muslim women from going to the Haram. This fits in very good with the schematic polarization with the Muslims. How do you get away with that? Do we want them to get away with that? We don’t know where this issue is going to be decided or when but just by seriously considering telling Muslim women who have been going to the Haram ever since the days of Allah’s Prophet, “O now you are not permitted inside the Haram.”, and they will make excuses. It’s not a simple issue where they will say we don’t want Muslimaat to come around the Ka’ba.  It’s not that simple.  They will have some justifications like harrassment, courting women around the Haram etc. for it.  Some of these things may be happening but the solution to it is not to say, “Muslim women cannot come to the Haram.” The solution to it is to open Makkah, the Hajj and the Umrah to the months and the years that was meant for Hajj and Umrah and not to squeeze them in like sardines. You squeeze Muslims around the Haram like sardines and there’s bound to be moral violations there and the answer to that is not to tell Muslim women “you cannot come to the Haram anymore” such as is their thoughts.
