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They want to extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light even though the Kaafirs, Mushriks and Munafiqs hate it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Muslims of commitment and faith....
 
THE INTRINSIC MEANINGS OF RAMADHAN-PART2

During this month of Ramadhan, Allah Exalted and Almighty says:

And if my subjects and servants question you concerning me, I indeed am near to them, I respond to those who solicit me, so they should call upon me, so that they may reach a level of maturity and understanding (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

This ayah, in the context of the Qur’an, has been placed almost in the dead centre between the ayaat which speak about fasting, which begin with 

KUTIBA ALAIKUMUS SIYAAM (Surah Al Baqarah verse 183)

and which end with

WA LA TA’ KULU AMWALAKUM BAYNAKUM BIL BAATIL WA TUD LU BIHA ILLAL HUKKAAM LI TA’ KULU FARIKAM MIN AMWALANAAS BIL ITHMI WA ANTUM TA’ LAMUN (Surah Al Baqarah verse 188)

In the middle of this discourse on Ramadhan, fasting or denial, Allah presents us with this particular ayah saying If my servants query you concerning me, then I am near to them. The 1st observation concerning the positioning of this ayah is that Allah wanted to tell us while we are fasting that He is close to us. How many moments in life does a person contemplate “Where is God? If there is a God, He would have responded to me! If there was a God, He would have shown more compassion to us! If there was a God, He would have acted in a more forthcoming manner!” These are questions that cross the minds of individuals or human beings- whether they are Muslim or not Muslims. But Allah who created us and knows how we respond and react presented us with this fact while we are fasting; at a time when we purge our body of its physical toxins, our mind of its mental toxins and our soul of its spiritual toxins- when we do so we feel more intimate with Allah and Allah knows that this feeling will touch base with us during this month of Ramadhan and that is why he said to us   

And if my subjects and servants question you concerning me, I indeed am near to them (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

If we take a look at the individual position of a Muslim, (whatever condition you are in, in your personal life), or whether we take a look at the broad existence of 1,3billion Muslims in the world- whatever condition we are looking at sometimes the question knocks on our minds, “Why are we left up to this plight or predicament? Why doesn’t Allah come to help us when we are encountering hard times as an individual, a family, community, society, congregation or as a collective presence in this world?” There are many times when this question entertains our feelings- (take a) look at the plight of the Muslims in such areas as the Balkans, the Caucuses, North Africa, the Nile Valley, the Middle East, Central Asia etc. It’s only a thinking mind that will pose the question “If we are so obedient to Allah, then why isn’t Allah here?” Allah responds to this question not when your stomach is full; Allah doesn’t respond to this question when you are the object of class materialism, Allah responds to this question when you are ready to receive his response; and Allah knew that if you were observing Ramadhan correctly then you would be ready for his answer. For those who persist in posing this type of question when they look at the condition of the Muslims, Allah is responding I am nearby, I am at a close proximity.

Allah says in another ayah
We are closer to this human individual, than his jugular vein (Surah Qaf verse 16)
This is a fact that because of the conditions and circumstances around seems like a remote one; but in this month of Ramadhan, Allah wants you and I to understand that He is nearby.

I will respond to any da’ee once he calls upon me; anyone who approaches me with a sincere demand or an honest request, then I will be there to respond to that request and demand (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)
That response doesn’t necessarily mean a detectable response or something that you will immediately notice with your senses because Allah’s not a human being. If we say on this occasion and during these days that we want those oppressive powers to expire, (this can be expressed in many languages and phrases) but when we request from Allah that that be the case, how do you think that is going to happen? Is it going to come about in an action similar to Moosa when Pharoah was trailing him and the sea parted and Pharoah and his administration drowned? Or is the response going to be that Allah will approach these types of dictators in His own way? 

Take a look with the insight and the penetrating qualities of Ramadhan at these that are engineering the catastrophes (at least what on the surface of it appears to be catastrophes) against the Muslims in this world. What is happening to them? One immediate issue that anyone can notice is that if they have a change in climate, they are experiencing difficulty coping with it. For the 1st time in the past month the United States Federal government shut down. Where has this happened before? For the 1st time in history the United States government was and has been involved in atrocities against the Muslims in this world- so there’s a 1st time this and a 1st time that- and Muslims approach Allah with their requests and with their demands. This should be an incentive for us to call upon Allah- this will not cause us to abandon our cause, rather it will solidify us on our path towards Allah. Through this process and in this manner we gain our mature existence in this world. We will no longer react to immediate events. The total information is in the possession of Allah, it’s not in the possession of some intelligence agency or an over-arching of intelligence agencies- they have a partial amount of information, the overall pool of information is in the possession of Allah and if He wills He will take them on at His appointed time and location, but in that process we continue in our dedication and devotion to Allah. As for these surface appearances such as genocide in the Balkans (and) a brutal Russian military to which the government in this country is playing absent- as if the whole issue doesn’t exist to them, but the whole issue exists to Allah, and He is more knowledgeable of the intricacies of these affairs- far beyond the information that they surface with from time to time. During this month of Ramadhan, as we are involved in this process of denial with moderation, we are sure and confident that Allah is responding to the Muslims within these types of conditions. He’s not responding to some idle Muslim who is withdrawn from reality, isolated from other Muslims and who is cut-off from current events, much less those who claim to be Muslim but who are involved on the other side of the issue and who are participating in trying to undermine this growing, vital and vibrating reality that emerges from those committed Muslims who are steeped, schooled and dedicated to this course of Ramadhan, and who listen to Allah when He says to them

And if my subjects and servants question you concerning me, I indeed am near to them, I respond to those who solicit me, so they should call upon me, so that they may reach a level of maturity and understanding (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

The call and the questions that Allah is looking for are those that come from the oppressed quarters of humanity and the oppressed quarters of the Islamic condition- the pains, cries and appeals that emerge and are voiced from within that condition- that is where Allah is to be located. For those who are observing this month of Ramadhan where there is pressure placed upon them, (we may be here- there’s a few inches of snow around), but there are brothers of ours living in mountains where there are more than just a few inches of snow around, the air is frigid, physical conditions are life threatening and not only that, there is a military regime that is at work against them- they are fasting in this month of Ramadhan, and they read this same ayah.  Our complementation of theirs, (the least that we can afford), is to stand in a position that will represent their cause, that will be on the cause to Allah – FI SABIL LILLAH- with this, we make this connection between us and the rest of those whose future by Allah’s promise is theirs.

Allah has promised those who are committed and who work His will that He will render them the inheritors of this Earth (Surah An Nur verse 55)

Part of this deputy position in this world is to experience these types of times. Our compensation for not being in those front line positions is that Allah Who hears us and Who is near us, will grant us the privilege of sharing with them this type of front line position when Allah decrees and writes it as our destiny in the future years to come in our lives.

During the course of this month, (as a matter of advice), we are encouraged to try as much as we can to trim our inclinations and discipline our desires. During the course of the year, we may develop a type of attraction to something, in most cases Allah wanted us to take the urge for having food at a certain rate and try to work that down during this month. It does not need to be done in any radical sense, it can be done gradually, but that is required to integrate into the divine reality and the meanings that unfold during this month.

Another explanation for the ayah.

And so, the descending of the Qur’an or the assimilation of its meaning is a component of this month of Ramadhan (Surah Al Baqarah verse 185)

Once we observe the restraining order of Allah from indulging in our appetite, by denying our desires their full extent, we open up a new avenue into understanding Allah’s meanings and words so that after we spend these weeks we have a better understanding of how Allah is involved in our efforts and in the world around- we are no longer living within a phobia of existence, we live in a cosmic order of unlimited extensions in which Allah is the primary caretaker. This huda and the bayyinaat, (i.e. the evidence of this huda) will go undetected if you don’t make a sincere effort in trimming your desires, not eliminating them, to gain an insight into the meanings of Allah’s words in your life and in existence around you.
This khutbah was presented on the occasion of jum’ah  by Imam Muhamed Asi on the 2nd February 1996 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and they irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.
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