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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ayyuhal Mu’minun....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (01-10-2004)
HOSTAGE TAKING IN ISLAM- PART 2

With Allah’s provision and tawfiq, we will continue to bind our mind, relocate our thoughts, bolster our commitment and reinforce our motivation by taking a practical look at what Allah tells us in the definition of today’s real world. Muslims, (you and I) on a daily basis, are under occupation; the victims of invasion and the (so-called) collateral of military plans and we complain to Allah that there are only a few Muslims who are inspired enough to live the magnitude of these life and death issues even though they may be few now and increasing into the future. As much as we want to explain and detail the areas that are off limits to those who purport to speak for Muslims today, we will not be able to give this matter its due in a khutbah, lecture or a presentation here and there from time to time. This whole issue remains in the hands of Allah and we are satisfied with the will of Allah if we blend into it. Once that happens, this innuendo, propaganda and misinformation will not affect us at all provided we are centered in the will of Allah and not overcome by our tendencies, expediencies and opportunism. With reliance upon Allah and confidence in Him, we look and proceed on these issues with all the senses… 

it does not behoove a Prophet to have captives until military operations reach an advanced stage. You desire or want the stuff of this world and Allah wants al-akhirah. And Allah is immune and Allah is wise (Surah An-Anfaal verse 67)
We are confronting ourselves when we understand the meaning of this ayah, before we confront our enemy. Our psychology today- now (and) here, wherever we may be- still has not matured enough to practically carry the meanings of this ayah to their logical conclusion. In the 1st instance, Muslims do not want to blend the Qur’an with the facts of life. One of the facts of life is that we understand the features and facets of this aggression and wars in the revealed script, but we do not want or we deliberately choose not to understand what Allah is telling us. We omit speaking, discussing, deliberating and explaining these clear, obvious and present ayaat. This is a fact of life. We want to deal 1st and foremost with our own selves. We take these ayaat and the least we can do is present their meanings and how they impacted, molded, defined and directed the lives of those who were listening when Allah was speaking. We have no excuse. There have been people who have preceded us. They assimilated these meanings into their minds, character, social and material lives. They bear witness against us, who refuse to do so. This issue that the typical Muslim belonging to the conventional establishment of Islam (we can use that expression) that is sanctioned by Allah and after all of this they want to come out looking as if they are the number one Muslims in the world. To supplement what was said in the last khutbah, prisoners of war (as they are called today) is a fact. War itself is an undesirable and a nasty activity. Left to ourselves, we have a dis-taste for it

fighting is assigned to you the while you dislike it (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 216)
This is contrary to our public image out there. Remember- we’re trigger happy, blood thirsty and terrorists- this is what comes out of the contrarian to Islam. This is how they want us to think of ourselves and to certain extent it has been working with some people. If that indicates anything, it indicates how these people are withdrawn from Allah. What’s another sample from that prototype generation around Allah’s Prophet? What’s another example of how this issue of prisoners of war worked out? This is an ayah? What does this mean in practical terms? We relate its general meanings- which is meant for our faculty of thought, it’s not meant to tantalize our emotions, it’s not meant to stimulate a temporary high in our psychology, it is meant to be understood and from there to be translated into reality. This is the course of the Qur’an for which Muslims have been absent from for some time. What does this mean in practical terms? You may ask “brother- can you give us another example of how this issue of “prisoners-of-war” worked itself out when these ayaat were fresh to the mind of those 1st recipients of this Qur’an? We capture a scene from Badr, the 1st military engagement of the Muslims. What happened during that time? As stated previously and stated again, the Muslims took 70 odd prisoners of war from that military affair called Badr. During the details of this war when the two opposing camps met, one of the leaders of the Mushrikeen who was participating in this war against the committed Muslims was Umayyah ibn Khalaf. We mentioned the name, but does it ring a bell in anyone’s mind? We can only say “Allah knows better”- but generally speaking because the Muslims do not dwell on this type of information, it doesn’t ring a bell. You hear the name Umayyah ibn Khalaf and in a very general sense, he is in the class of Abi Jahl, Abi Lahab, Abi Sufyan and the rest of these decision makers in Makkah who expressed their hostility to Islam- that’s probably, in the best of conditions, as much information as we will be able to put together from the conventional mind that we share. But now, there’s a particular detail that we are concerned with here and that is that  Bilal (radi Allahu anhu), one of the Muslim mustad’af , one of the 1st to become Muslim in Makkah had a background with Umayyah ibn Khalaf- something he could not forget. It was this person who was torturing and persecuting Bilal ibn Raba’a. He was the slave master who would put a chunk of rock on the chest of Bilal who was laid out on the burning Arabian sand. This was the back ground to those moments when both of them- Bilal and Umayyah- would meet at Badr. What else is there to this? What do you think happened here? They are at the warfront and they have this background. ibn Khalaf- this Umayyah guy- this enemy of the Muslims who at the time was called Ra’s al-Kufr. In our time no one wants to use the word kufr. We have been invaded mentally by all types of the kind that wishes us all ill (and) who have made us reserved. No one wants to use that word now. It’s a word expressed multiple and any times in the Qur’an and we run away from it. At that time they saw that enemy of Allah and they called him ra’s al-kufr with no apologies. Compare the psychology of today with the psychology of those days! Today, they come up to you and say “you’ve got to be out of your mind!- trying to find the equivalent of Umayyah ibn Khalaf in today’s world and then having the courage to say you are ra’s al-kufr, the head of Kufr?!” Those are the facts of life then and there is a fact of life now. They saw this person, ra’s al-kufr and they called him exactly that. Sometimes, when people are going to die or are in mortal danger they try to find protection. Umayyah ibn Khalaf went to a Muslim at the warfront who used to be his old, close friend- this Muslim is Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf (radi Allahu anhu)- and he said I need your protection. He saw the details of the war were not going as expected, the Mushriks are going to be rooted in this war, (so) he goes to Abdur-Rahman and says take me in protect me, and ibn Awf tries to protect this person, this ra’s al-kufr. Remember- these are personalities around Allah’s Prophet. Bilal is a person around Allah’s Prophet and Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf is a person around Allah’s Prophet. One of them wanted to protect ra’s al-kufr and the other one wanted to kill ra’s al-kufr. Bilal said- this a statement that they don’t want to mention to you because they don’t want the Muslim mind to grow to this area (as) we will begin to think about these when we have these nasty life and death threats inside our territories, countries and homelands. (Judging from) the words that come out of these types of Massaged of today they’d can say Bilal must have been a fanatic or some type of extremist- that’s what they would say. He wasn’t! He was doing his responsibilities to the best of his knowledge and capacity and he went after him. It didn’t matter to Bilal whether ibn Awf was trying to protect this avowed enemy of Allah and His Prophet. He and those who were with Bilal- there were a few with him- went directly with their swords and their swords were lunged into this enemy of Allah and that was the end of him. He wasn’t hard to get anyway, he was a sizeable person- many times, these Mushriks and kaffirs have a lot of volume. We don’t have any trace of comments or analysis that tell us what happened there and then was some kind of extremism, fanaticism, radicalism or the rest of these ideas that are seeping inside the Muslim mind (and) coming from the manaabir. This direct accessible implementation of Allah’s directives are available, but what do you do and say when the Masaajid are under occupation?!
There are other instances. Are we speaking about just limited expressions of what it means in the unraveling details of warfare- to look at prisoners of war and captives? We have another example for those who would say “this brother is talking of one or two examples.” In the aftermath of al-Khandaq, one of the most decisive military campaigns in which the Islamic social order came under siege by the coalition of the willing in the Arabian Peninsula, Al-Ahzab. What happened? There’s a lot of details pertaining to this campaign, but what we are concerned with here is the prisoners of war that resulted from this military affair. Who were the prisoners of war here? They were Banu Quraida, the last yahudi stronghold in Al-Madinah. We’re not talking about an individual or two, we are talking about hundreds of individuals who committed high treason. There is no crime that is more serious than the crime that they were guilty of. They had signed on to an agreement with Allah’s Prophet to protect and militarily defend Al-Madinah, and when the time came to prove whether they were true to their word, they proved that they were liars to their word and they took the side of the mushriks. Allah says, focusing our minds on this particular treachery and the result of it, when Banu Quraida saw that they were on the losing side in this military confrontation they took to their stronghold. They lived in an area which could be considered today’s relative terms- a suburb of Yathrib, Al-Madinah. A scholar or brother can only relate what he has confidence in from these books of history, Seerah, Sunnah and Maghaazi, etc. Jibril (alaih salaam) says it appears like you have put down your arms- meaning it seems like to you the battle is over. He said yes. He said, as far as the angels are concerned, the battle is not over- go to Bani Quraida. Allah’s Prophet told the Muslims whoever is hearing, listening and obeying should pray only after arriving at Bani Quraida- meaning after going this distance to Bani Quraida. We have some brothers in their own religious-historical-traditional shell who were thinking like this years ago and now they’ve gone out on a tangent- as if the world is moving around in a peaceful direction. The world is moving in a war-like direction as far as we are concerned. Anyone want to take issue with? Can’t you open your eyes and see what’s happening all around? We don’t come to this khutbah to repeat for you what you’ve heard during the week. We take for granted that you already have this information and we can tighten it up with the Qur’an and the Prophet. The type of Muslims today, that runaway from reality- “Oh brother, (if) you want to be a very good Muslim, go out on these tablighi or camp activities or the sissie-like programs that predominate all around us today. We’re not talking about wimps around the Prophet, we are talking about warriors around the Prophet. What was going on inside Bani Quraida’s mind- the collective mind of yahud? Allah takes us on the offensive- mentally- with these details. They discussed amongst themselves. They knew they have committed high treason; all of them are guilty of it. They stabbed the Islamic leadership and Prophet and community in the back because they took the side of the Mushriks and when the Muslims were busy repelling the siege at Al-Khandaq, these yahud inside Yathrib attacked the Prophet’s residence when he was at the war front- this is an act of war. No one speaks about these details- “Oh brother- this is history; we don’t want to bring this thing up. There are inter-faith conferences.” (inter-faith conferences) that amount to what?! (Inter-faith conferences) on a bridge over our blood?! Where’re you living? Inside their mind, these yahud were thinking we have these options. Look, we have these options. If they say that they have become Muslims, they will ransom their lives and their future and become free and dodge all the consequences of what they have done. But they couldn’t agree on that. No we are not going to do that. The other option was we will stand and we will fight like men and die like men. They discussed that option and they said they are not going to do that- because they are cowards; they want protection from behind strongholds. Look at today- when they feel that they are on the wrong or losing side of a war, they begin to erect this wall- a 450 mile long wall. But who’s living in the meanings of the Qur’an and the meanings of our time? Very few! No- we are not going to fight and die like them. So what are you going to do? Another option is let us attack these Muslims outside of this area on our sabath because Muslim public opinion think that we don’t do war on the sabath and we can deceive them by attacking them when they think we are not going to attack them. They discussed this option and they still declined to do it. The only thing left for them was to try to rely on their connections inside the Muslim society. They had friends, associates, colleagues, neighbors and acquaintances who became Muslims (and) now they want to rely on them so that they can lead their good offices (as it were) and convince the Prophet that he not apply to them the judgment of Allah and the judgment of heaven upon traitors and betrayers. They opted for this and one of their close allies, before Islam who was injured very seriously by this Khandaq military confrontation went to them. There was an exchange of ideas and words and finally one of the closest friends that they had said that the men in this camp are traitors and they should be dealt with as traitors, which means capital punishment- execution. So, they surrendered and for a brief while, they were prisoners of war to be rightfully eliminated because there cannot be a military crime more serious then what they did and they deserved the consequences. Who are the Muslims of today who can carry this history and these decisions of Allah and His Prophet with pride and confidence? They want us to smother in a superficial image of Allah’s Prophet- “Oh, he’s merciful, how can he do something like that?!” Some Muslims even question these details- “No, this cannot be.” If Allah’s Prophet went to war, he’s not going to bear the responsibilities and consequences of war?! That doesn’t make sense! You go to war to do what? To hand out roses or to kill the enemy?! It is reported also in some books that Allah’s Prophet addressed them when they were under siege at Bani Quraida and he said the paternity of apes. These are harsh words, but at a time of war harsh words themselves are mild. Who is the imam and khateeb who’s going to say this to the Muslim public? Allah’s Prophet says- listen when Muslims speak about ghazwah Bani Quraida, they speak about some Muslims may delay their salaah of Asr. The Prophet said whoever is hearing, listening and obeying should pray only after arriving at Bani Quraida and Muslims went there and they were delayed until Isha’. They didn’t pray Al-Asr until Al-Isha’. Imagine what type of crime that would be in today’s world of understanding Islam?! They would tell the Prophet “how can that be?” These are the type of people who are detached from reality. We should reposition ourselves in the frame of mind that Allah’s Prophet was in. Besides all of this, he said I am the Prophet of mercy and I am the Prophet of a military epic.
Brothers and sisters committed Muslims…

We remind ourselves of our humble effort and our limited sacrifice on our way to Allah. Many times among Muslims, there’s a heated argument that takes place- are we where we are today- with all the problems that we have; all the set backs that we suffer and with all the debilitation that is obvious- because of what the Mushriks, the external enemy, the kaafirs are doing to us or we are where we are today because of what we have done to our own selves? Sometimes the discussion becomes so heated and acrimonious that no one is willing to consider what the other is saying. We thank Allah that He has given us the answer to this. (Take) a look at ourselves- being here every Friday- is this because of what our avowed enemies wanted for us or is this because of what we have done to ourselves? Anyone who has been living with their common sense can see that it is a combination of these factors. Muslims have been out here in the street for over 21 years and neither the Mushrik nor the Muslim wants to take a principled approach to this issue. This is what happens when you cling to al-haqq. Everyone wants to look the other way- as if nothing is happening here. That everyone includes those who say that they are Muslims, who pray as they are Muslims and those who are silently behind the screens, agitating and manipulating with all the means available to them. What’s wrong? Muslims can’t speak about your brothers and sisters in Islam who have been out in the streets for a generation now?! What’s wrong? Something is wrong with you. You can’t look at human beings who are holding fast to Allah, the principle, the truth, the haqq and the justice that comes from being with Allah? What’s wrong with you?! And you- who are out there who have nothing to do with Islam accept hating it- you can’t look at it?! Look at what you have done and contributed to? You say that you want democracy and elections?! We have 21 solid years of putting to the lies the words that come out of your mouths. Then, they want to play this on an international scale. They say we want democracy to take hold in Iraq, the Middle East and in the Muslim world and they can’t tolerate democracy a few blocks away! So they don’t deal with this issue. People from the press and media- you’ve seen them around- they come from time to time with their cameras and reporters all around this place, but we don’t see an word or a picture in public to say and express the truth. (Do) you see where the inside meets the outside? 

We have made it evident to you (Surah Aal-Imran verse 118)
