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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’sharal Mu’mineen…
 

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (30-05-2008)
AL AHZAAB- THE COALITION OF THE WILLING
Allah says-with meanings that penetrate our hearts, motivate our minds and activate out behaviour – in Surah Al Ahzaab. The meaning of this ayah follows in the following manner
Of the committed Muslims there are men who are true to their pledge with Allah; some of them have already passed and some of them still await, but they have not changed their positions or alterated their principle; or of the divinely committed Muslims there are reliable individuals who are true to their promise or dedication to Allah (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 21)
The word rijaal is the plural of the word rajul and the word rajul is linguistically extracted and related to the word rijl which is biologically or physiologically speaking a person’s leg. A more accurate translation of the word rijaal is reliable individuals. The body relies on the legs therefore we have a rajul. So, in this context, the word is not excluding women if women are dependable or reliable individuals.  

… they were true to their oath and allegiance to Allah and as a consequence of being truthful and dedicated to Allah, some of them have passed on by death or through war and some of them are waiting but they have not equivocated, changed positions/faces or attitudes, behaviours. (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 21)
This is the general linguistic understanding of the ayah; the contextual understanding of the ayah (along with) the preceding and the following ayaat in Surah Al Ahzaab were revealed on the occasion of the Battle of Al Ahzaab for which the Surah was given its name or the other name of the same battle is Al Khandaq or the trench in reference to a trench that was built around certain area of Al Medinah to protect the Muslims from the grand alliance of Arabian Mushrik forces that were coming to make a final assault against the Islamic leadership, authority, state and society of Al Medinah. In the course of this battle, the true nature of individuals appeared. There were those who were apparent Muslims- they would say what was required to be a Muslim and they would meet the bare minimum requirements to be a Muslim. If they had to pray the went to pray; if they had to pay some zakah they would pay some zakah; etc, but when it came to the true/testing time to give, potentially, their lives for Allah, then here is where we detect who is true to Allah and who is a fake. In the course of this battle there was a class of people who said 
Allah and His Prophet only promised us vanity or vain glory (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 12)
In other words, what Allah and His Messenger promised us was basically, (in the language of the street), was a trick. The 1st thing we learn from this is that these types of people would not say this if they were not placed in the position to make the ultimate sacrifice. When it came time for them to pay with their lives (and) when it came to military duty being required of them, then, at that time they spoke these words- meaning if no such sacrifice was demanded of them they wouldn't speak these words; which also means the higher or more demanding the responsibility is, the more we discover the nature of individuals and peoples around us. If they are not offered this type of responsibility and obligation, we would not know the extent of who they really are. It takes a grand sacrifice or the time period of a grand sacrifice to divulge the true character of people. Now, we had Muslims- good and bad Muslims- faced with this existential threat;  when Al Ahzaab, (the confederates of Arabia), closed ranks and moved in on Al Medinah they posed an existential threat to the Muslims and here is where we begin to detect who the true Muslim is and who the false Muslim is. The false Muslims express themselves- and the ayah of Allah expresses their nature when they said
Allah and His Messenger did not promise us anything except vanity, false expectations and no delivery of his words (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 12)

When Muslims are in conditions like this they have no choice but to speak their minds and hearts, especially when they know that death is only inches away; but then on the other hand, there’s another category of Muslims that Allah has paid tribute to
Of the divinely committed Muslims there are reliable individuals who have proven the truth to their pledge with Allah (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 21)
It is said that in this climate of the ultimate sacrifice of war on the outskirts of Al Medinah the Prophet of Allah consulted with the two Sa'ads of Al Medinah and he said why do we not offer one of these major factions, Al Ghatafan, of this grand alliance some of the produce of Al Medinah? The two Sa'ads, (Sa'ad ibn Muaadh and Sa'ad ibn Ubada (Radi Allahu anhuma) answered, we ask you Oh Messenger of Allah, is this something that you envision or suggest for us to do or is this something that Allah has revealed unto you for us to do? Then, the Prophet answered no. This may be a means in this war to deflate the concentration of their military power against us; we will have neutralised on of the main, if not the main blocks, in this alliance; but it is not an order from on high- meaning this is not an order from Allah to do, it’s a suggestion. They answered and said in our pre-Islamic days, we, (the people from Yathrib or Al Medinah), and they, (these Mushriks from the rest of the Arabian Peninsula), used share the same belief, standards and belong to the same background and now Allah has privileged us with you and this Islam- why should we be, (this is paraphrasing), negotiating our position away to them. Allah's Prophet understood from this that they were not willing to play what may be called a diplomatic line with the enemies of Allah; in our words they preferred a military encounter with Allah's enemies than to spend away some of their economy to diffuse one of the major concentration powers in this confederation of forces. And including them in this ayah unfold to its meanings. We know the unfolding of history during this time period.

Now, we make a transition from those times and those reliable Muslims to our time- we come to our context. Obviously we don't have Allah's Prophet in flesh and blood dwelling in our midst as was the case then and there; but we do have the Prophet in his words, in the wahy that was revealed to him and in the struggle in his lifetime- that information those facts are available to us so no one can come and say that well my excuse in that the Prophet is not here! That's a dead statement because Allah's Prophet is alive in his behaviour, legacy, the details of his life, struggle, seerah and sunnah- all of that is available. Then, (for those who submit to this truth), the issue is that the Muslims of today also have a warlike confluence of circumstances and powers that are aired against them. Anyone can doubt this?! You can fill in the blanks of the world around you in the past years, in our current minute and moments and also in the coming years. Who can deny that imperialism, zionism and their substructures in Muslim lands and territories are a confederation of forces that presents us with the challenge of whether we are willing to make or even contemplate making the ultimate sacrifice. This is where we have some individual Muslims run away; they don't want to face or confront, (at least mentally), this reality- they are a kin to the munafiqeen who said 
Allah and His Prophet only promised us vanity or vain glory (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 12)
But, on the other hand we have Muslims who are sincere, truthful and uncompromising Muslims- who stand on principle and who die on principle; we also have these types who have not bartered away their oath and pledged with Allah in exchange for these worldly gains or expectations. From understanding this ayah, if we can reach its meanings in our time and in the world around us, we should have enough courage to point out who are failing Allah because they do not want to honour their word with Him. Who are they in today's world? This is where many Muslims get stuck- they don't want to take this extra step forward and say this is what Allah is saying and what He is saying applies to these types of people. This is where we are- we seem to be unable to take that step forward and say “OK- we can identify them; OK- here we are, we have a confederation of forces, today, in this world- the Zionists, imperialists and their flunkies. Who are they? These are not nameless people; they have proper nouns. They are in Washington, Tel Aviv, Cairo, Ar Riyadh- they are not ghosts or phantoms that cannot be identified and characterised. Why are we Muslims letting them live in this gap or area in which we have not extended our minds to and say “you, (the people), who are unwilling to face this confederation of forces today, you are the ones who the Qur’an brought your words out of your mouths. 

Allah and His Prophet only promised us vanity or vain glory (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 12)
You are cowards who cannot say it but what speaks louder than your inability to pronounce these words is your behaviour and policy to activate these meanings. Has anyone heard a king, president, government, or a regime come out and say but Allah and His Prophet offer us false promises? They haven't said that. I haven't heard any king, president, ruler or governor express these words; what do they express though? What do they do? Doing is more accurate a definition of a person than what a person says. They come to the contemporary Qureish, the contemporary Ghatafan, the contemporary Qaynuqa’ Quraydah and An Nadhir, the contemporary Ar Rum, the contemporary Al Furs, the contemporary superpowers of today and what do they say? “We need you to support, defend, arm, protect us; we need you for our survival.” This is what they do and they do this with budgets, treasuries, our labour and resources. Who are you going to believe- their verbal or actuated character? How are you going to judge them- by what they say or the policies they are responsible for? This is the area in which the public mind has not moved into. Why? They don't we take a look at the Kings and Princes in Arabia and the Kings and Presidents in other Muslim countries and say “Oh! We know who you are! Allah has spoken to us about you in your founding generation (i.e.) the munafiqeen in Makkah. The difference is, (though), the munafiqun in Makkah were not the governors and rulers at the time.” The leadership of Allah's Prophet prohibited that. Today, we have Islamic movements, organisations, parties, congregations and assemblies and none of them have shown, (with all the due respect that we owe to the struggle there-in), the strength and insight to expose these false rulers and false Muslims who are in control of much of our so called Islamic life. Are they not in control of Makkah and Al Medinah, Muslim countries Asia and Africa and Islamic activities thousands of miles away? Certainly, if a person wants to honour his word with Allah he has to speak the truth; and the truth is that many, (if not all), of these organisations report to the enemies of Islam today. So where is that quality? Where are these committed Muslims who are reliable individuals? Where are they? You (can) look around and let your memory go through the index of names and characters that you know… If someone comes to them from the FBI “Oh- they want to liaise with the FBI.” If someone signals them from a certain Embassy overseas, they oblige and attend meetings with these officials overseas. Where are we, (the Muslims)? Don't we count? Aren't they not supposed to report to us? Aren't we not the ones who are supposed to carry these God-given responsibilities into the future? But that’s not the way they behave. We, (the Muslim rank and file), don't have the finances- we don't have trillions of dollars, so we have some of these artificial leaders who speak nice words to our ears (with) Islamic meanings on occasions but in the real moments of their lives, (the moments that count), that's when they revert to people who have power and finances- this is not an Islamic leadership. Their failures have gone through cycles but there is no accountability. Remember- the Islamic personalities that we covered- when they assumed positions of power and responsibility they said you have to hold me accountable. I'm not the best one among you; if you see a deviant act by myself you correct me. These were their statements, but now we have people who have lesser power, they’re not a Head of an Islamic state, (these are just organisational figures), and none of them come to you and me, (the general Muslim public), and say “look- I'm in a position to make some decisions for you; if I make the right decision help me and if I make the wrong decision, (then), correct me.” You tell us, from the range of Islamic leaderships that we have, (are there) any of these leaders who come to their Muslim constituents and ask them, plead with them and speak frankly from heart to heart with them and say to them “I’m in a position to make decisions for you; if I’m correct assist me, if I’m not correct or wrong please correct me?” They don't want anyone to say please correct me; they don't want anyone to correct them- they are not in the mould of Allah’s Prophet or in the mould of the leaders who were in the image of Allah's Prophet, yet they continue to go around and pretend that they are the spokespersons, representatives and interlocutors of Muslims. Allah's Prophet says that at the turn of each generation or each century, Allah will send someone to this ummah… to do what? … to re-invigorate its affair. In the types of people today, (especially now that there is one crowd going out of circulation and another crowd moving in; for those of you who have did not understand; the salafis are on their way out and the sufis are on their way in, (this has nothing to do with the impulse of the Muslim public or the Muslim mind; it has more to do with the dictate and the order that comes from above with virtually no one around to challenge, discredit and expose these false orders that come from the confederation of forces that are threatening the Islamic base, the Islamic will and the Islamic future.

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

With the previous khutbah in mind- speaking the truth, (there-by), honouring our word with Allah and looking at the facts as they are- not with a blurry vision, not with our personal interests, not with our national interests- but with the God-given truth that is our responsibility we say, (and people who don't feel comfortable with this, (as the expression has it), can go and fly a kite), that in the coming week those of us who are living a struggle, (not those of us who are employed for a struggle or those of us who are in and out of it when they want), those of us who are involved are conscious that in this coming week it will be a matter of 19 years the late Al Imam Al Khomeini (rahmatullahi alaih) passed on to his Maker and his Creator. We would be amiss if we failed to mention that he was one of those few individuals who come only once every now and then and do not negotiate away the principles of Allah under the context of some diplomacy, national interest or sectarian bias. Yes- Al Imam Al Khomeini was a Shi’i Muslim, but has anyone ever heard of him in his public presentations or speeches making an issue about being a Shi’i Muslim? I dare and ask anyone, (especially those who can read his words directly- not through translations), of you listening or going to listen to these words in the many speeches that he gave- did he concentrate on or go in circles around being a Shi’i Muslim? The humble knowledge that this speaker has would answer this question in the negative. Never has he made un issue or concentrated on the facts or tried to present to the Muslim/general public that fact of his personal life. When he spoke, he spoke to the issues; when he addressed the public, he addressed them as either Muslims or oppressed people. Now, we have a failing generation that cannot even remember him as he was. Now, they want to put other hats on his head- some of them want to claim him with their sectarian bias (and) some of them want to identify with him because of their nationalist interest. We hope that this generation of prevaricators or this passing tide of opportunists will be, (however Allah wills it), exposed to their core for trying to use an Islamic personality and leader in a capacity that he does not belong to. This is a person who spent and gave his life for Allah and his Prophets and now we have people who say “it is not wise to speak about him.’ That’s like saying it is not wise to speak about the Prophet/Prophets of Allah- this doesn't make sense; it is not acceptable to any thinking Muslim. They say “if we want to speak about him we have to place it in a presentable manner. We have to shave off the Imam some of his features and characteristics (and), make him a presentable person.” If these people could only listen to themselves and think about what they are saying! If anyone of you who are nationalists or sectarians about Al Imam Al Khomeini think that you are getting away with your hidden agendas you should know that there are people now who are struggling and when Allah wills it there is going to be a break through. The Muslims in Palestine, Africa and Asia are not looking for their economic well being; they are looking for justice done. You, (people), who think you belong to Al Imam Al Khomeini, listen- a mother has a six year old infant. They live in Jordan. The daughter’s life depends on surgery from an Israeli doctor and the mother says “she will not accept any services rendered by any Israeli even if that means that her six year old infant is going to die.” Are these economic Muslims? Some people are falling behind and some people are moving forward; the people who are moving forward are the ones who are in the line of the Prophets and the Muslim Imams and the ones who are falling behind are looking for an economic interest or raising their standards of living.
