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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (09-03-2007)
IBN SABA’

We continue, and we know that being with Allah trivializes all of these other grand plans that are around us, therefore we will continue in our pursuit of the truth in an area that has become a minefield of emotional explosives and mental obfuscation Allah says 
those who listen to what is being said and they follow through with the best of it (Surah Az-Zumar verse 18)

Brothers and sisters it is not a secret to say that even amongst us there are some individuals- some brothers and sisters- who are discouraged by our pursuit of the truth without a slant to a tradition without any prejudice against other Muslims and without a pre-planned justification for what we say. What we are trying to explain from this mimbar at this time every week, given the circumstances around us, is the pursuit of the truth while we are equipped with the words of Allah and the guidance of His Prophet. That being said, it doesn't matter whether some- even our own selves- don't think that this is the right approach to this subject matter. It is enough to recall that tens if not hundreds of thousands of innocent human beings are losing their lives because of a false hostility that is being instigated and inflamed within the Muslim mind and Muslim communities. This is enough for us to insist on pursuing this truth. We remind these people who need a reminder of Allah's words 
And hold on, together, all of you to what Allah extends to you and be not divided amongst yourselves (Surah Ahl Imran verse 102)

the ayah that any elementary Muslim is familiar with. That being said, we take our consciousness and our minds back to a formative time in our common history. We may have different books and different scholars that we may prefer to refer and listen to- that's your choice, but these facts or chapters in history have to be dealt within a mature way that will make it impossible for outsiders, mischief makers and those who are planning wars to come to us and say “because you are a Sunni Muslim this is how you have to think” and they throw traditions and raw material at us that we have not thought out; likewise, there are those who come to Shi’i Muslims and say “this is the way you have to think” and they throw at them traditions and raw material that has not been thought out- both of these will lead to what we are seeing today. We have to rely on our mental and conscious relationship with Allah and His Prophet to deliver us from the sedition that is laid in front of us which they hope that we are going to fall into and that's the end of our revival. With this being said, we go to one of these time periods that is critical in our history and in some minds it is divisive. We don't want it to remain one of these areas that any trouble maker can come along and drop it in our midst and have us divided.
During the time of Uthman (radi Allahu anhu) who was the leader of the Muslims in our history, there's a figure that occupies a lot of pages in our history books. According to some Muslim historians, writers, speakers, scholars and intellectuals this person was the number one trouble maker of the time. Then, according some Muslim historians, scholars, writers, speakers and intellectuals this person did not exist. We mean- imagine the contradiction and the conflicting material that we have among us, the Muslims. Some people say this is the most evil character because of what he did to the Muslims and other Muslims saying actually this person never existed. How much more trouble making material would you need than to say look- some Muslims believe this person was actually there and he was coordinating a revolution or a revolt against Uthman while other Muslims say this personality is fictitious. This is what we have. Brothers and sisters, we are honest with you. We are not like some of these speakers who ascend this mimbar every Friday, where ever in the world, and then they just want to soothe your minds, give you words that will make you feel good and not present you and me with the problems that we have. We have problems and we have to solve these problems ourselves. No one else is going to do it and we have to begin doing this from the house of Allah and from hearts that belong to Allah. Who are we speaking about here? Who is this personality of diverse and hostile opinions? This person is known in history as Abdullah ibn Saba’. Some of you may have heard the name some of you may not have heard the name- it doesn't matter. The fact of the matter is, anyone who has evil on their mind can come to this area and look at this historical information that we have or don't have and then begin to divide us because we ourselves are not putting our hearts and minds together on particularly these issues in a way that will deliver us all. Who is this Abdullah ibn Saba’- if he existed or didn't exist? What type of information is there about this person? Here is where we try to give you this information without taking sides and in a way that will heal our own psychology so that today's people who are in high office all around the world who are looking at this area not only to divide and kill us, but to have ourselves kill each other will not have their way- this is why we are forced to deal with this issue. Do you think that if we are not in these circumstances it would be our first choice to speak about this issue? NO. We would probably have left this for more relaxed occasions and more scholarly circles, but now we are presented with these unrelenting and threatening issues and it is from this position of responsibility that we open up this chapter. Who is Abdullah ibn Saba’- if that person existed? What type of information do we have about such a character? This is what we have, and we tried to pull this information from reliable and mainstream sources. It turns out that he was born, as some of these books tell us, to a jewish father and an African mother. Now, of course with some people, this is going to take on some other meanings. Brothers and sisters it doesn't matter- a person is a person to be judged by what he does and not by who his father or mother were or where he was born or how can we trace his ethnic, nationalist or genetic line- NO, it has nothing to do with this. So, they tell us, in these books of history, that this character was born in Sana’ in Yemen from a yahudi father and a habashi mother- OK. Then they tell us that he became a Muslim during the time Uthman was the ruler of the Muslims- that's very late in time. We’re not speaking about a person who became a Muslim early on. This is very late in the day (so to speak) that this person became a Muslim- OK. What other information do we have about this character coming from these books? It is said that he went from Yemen (when you follow this information, you would think this person had quick means of transportation going from between these areas swiftly and post haste) to Al-Basra and in Al-Basra, he tried to have Muslims revolt against the government in Al-Madinah. It seems like he didn't find any response there in a significant way and the ruler of Al-Basra, Abdullah ibn Aamir, virtually expelled him from there. So, where did he go from there? According to these books and sources of information he goes from Al-Basra to Ash-Shaam. These books of history that speak about his presence in Ash-Shaam says that there, he was also very busy trying to intensify the popular opposition to the Islamic decision maker in Al-Madinah particularly. Of course, the person that we are speaking about is Uthman, the 3rd successor to the Prophet in ruling. There, these same books tell us that this Abdullah ibn Saba’ who by the way in some history books is referred to ibn as-sauda, the child of the black woman- of course, there are some Muslims who because of todays racism, when they read something like this it is going to cause them to lose balance (we’re just going to leave it at that). Brothers and sisters, how this person is identified in these books and the type of racial connotations that are being used doesn’t matter, let us try to look as far as we can understand what we know to be true from this history to see whether this person- in the 1st instance- really existed and in the 2nd instance what he really did, if he did anything at all. He goes to Ash-Shaam. Muawiya being the governor and there it is said (in these books) that he met Aba Dharr (radi Allahu anhu) and these books go on to say that ibn Saba’ had an influence on Abi Dharr. Now, listen to this- how can a person who just became a Muslims very recently- in the time of Uthman- have an influence on Abi Dharr who had became a Muslim a generation or two before him?! It seems like we are dealing here with information that has to be scrutinized. This information cannot be taken at face value. They also continue to tell us that he was the one who influenced Aba Dharr to read the meanings of the Qur’an as an opposition to those who have wealth and power, as if Abu Dharr himself didn't have enough information to understand the meanings of the Qur’an and he needed this type of up start personality to come and tell him what the meanings of the Qur’an are. Then they tell us that ibn Saba’, this border line character, also met Ubada ibn Saamit who took him to Muawiyah and they had an exchange after which Muawiyah expelled this person from Ash-Shaam. So, where does he go now? Now he goes to Egypt and these books tell us in Egypt he found resonance with what he is saying- people are listening to him because this person is advocating revolution or a change in governors in Al-Madinah or what is called in today's time a type of military coup that will unseat those who are ruling in Al-Madinah and come up with better rulers. These books continue to tell us that ibn Saba’ was telling the Muslims that Muhammed is more worthy of returning to life then Isa ibn Maryam (alaih salaam)- because in our Islamic concept, we have the return of Isa ibn Maryam to the world. He said NO, but Muhammed is more worthy of this return than Isa and he quotes an ayah. Listen to this- you talk about quoting ayaat out of context or to serve an immediate objective, he quotes the ayah 
Certainly He who has mandated the Qur’an upon you (Oh Muhammed) will have you return for an anchor meaning to do this all over again (Surah Al-Qassas verse 85)
He began to preach that every Nabi has a Wasi, and the Prophet being the Nabi had Ali (radi Allahu anhu) as a wasi and just like the Prophet was the last of the ambiya’, Ali was the last of the awsiya’. Obviously, because you’re not the one who is going through this type of digging up this information, we should mention that there are two very important, if not the most important historical references on that time period- a book written by ibn Sa’ad called At-Tabaqat and a book written by Al-Baladhuri called Ashraaf Al-Ansaab- these two books especially the latter one by Al-Baladhuri that goes into the nitty gritty details of that time period never mentions this character, ibn Saba’ and ibn Sa’ad also doesn't mention him. The area that needs our investigation- our meaning, not just a few scattered semi-silent scholars, but meaning you and me, the thinking Muslims- and attention is the fact that At-Tabari who is another well known Islamic historian had mentioned ibn Saba’ relying on a narrative given by a person called Said ibn Umar. We don't know how reliable this narrative is, whether we can collect enough investigative information to prove that this channel of historical narrative by At-Tabari on the authority of Said ibn Umar are enough to convince us that this person actually existed. It is said (in our common books of history- -we know this as a fact- but when we are told that in some of these other lesser history books that have become mainstream and that are used by many Muslims) that ibn Saba’ met Aba Dharr and then began to lecture Aba Dharr and to motivate him, then, we have a very serious question mark about this whole story and about ibn Saba’ himself because we know Aba Dharr to have committed himself to Allah's Prophet before all of the Ansaar. Abu Dharr became a committed Muslim at the beginning of the Islamic mission in Makkah. Abu Dharr was a person who committed the Qur’an to his heart, hafidh Al-Qur’an. He was a person who lived the struggle of Islam from it's A to it's Z; from it's beginning years in Makkah to it's ending years in Al-Madinah, meaning the Prophet's years. How can anyone tell us, much less how can historians write for us to read that a person like Abi Dharr was more or less schooled or tutored (this is what some of these history books are telling us) by Abdillah ibn Saba’. This is nonsensical. Then, we have this well known encounter. After Abu Dharr was forced out of Ash-Shaam and back to Al-Madinah- we mentioned this previously but there is so much of this information here and there are so many details that it merits us returning to it and mentioning it again, but this time to make a point concerning this ibn Saba’ character in history. When Abu Dharr went back to Al-Madinah, he went to see Uthman to speak to him on this matter of the almost fairy tale world of riches that some Muslims are in possession of, he said to Uthman and we are told, seated with Uthman at that time was Ka’ab Al-Ahbaar. Ka’ab Al-Ahbaar is a yahudi person who became a Muslim before this ibn Saba’ (we are told) became a Muslim. So, when Abu Dharr went to speak to Uthman- and look, they were on speaking terms. No one was killing each other on this matter. We still had the brotherhood that even though we have our differences about certain issues, we remain on speaking terms with each other. Brothers and sisters- this is a quality that is hard to come by because if some of us disagree with each other, we don't want to remain on speaking terms with each other. This is one of these minor details in history that we can learn from today. You disagree with the way the other person is making decisions or running affairs that doesn't mean you can't talk to him. Uthman was not a person who had so much of himself that he said that I am not going to listen to Abi Dharr and Abu Dharr, because he felt strongly against the way things were being run, was not the type of person who says Uthman is beyond common sense now I can't even speak to him any longer this human relationship seems now to skip our lives. Some of us who have power are beyond Uthman and some of us who are in the opposition cannot learn from Abi Dharr. So he goes to Uthman and says to Uthman I have a word I want to speak to you (of course we’re putting this in today's language) he says okay what do you have to say and he says to him and I am translating to you what Abi Dharr said to Uthman- he said if a person pays his zakaah that doesn't mean that he has fulfilled his responsibility because after paying Az-Zakaah (remember Kaab Al-Ahbaar is listening to this in this session). Abu Dharr says to Uthman after this Muslim pays his zakaah money he still has to respond to a person who is asking he still has to satisfy a person who is in hunger he still has to dispense from his money in the path of An-nafaqa. Then, Kaab ibn Ahbaar- it wasn't Uthman who answered- it was Kaab ibn Ahbaar who answered Aba Dharr- no whoever pays his zakaah has done his responsibility- those were his words. Then, what does Abu Dharr say to him? The reason that we are speaking about Abi Dharr here when he is in the presence of Uthman and Kaab ibn Ahbaar is because we want to speak about Aba Dharr as he is presented in some of these books vis-à-vis Abdullah ibn Saba’. When Kaab ibn Ahbaar gave that answer to Aba Dharr, Abi Dharr said that to him (we quoted for you the exact words here because some people become touchy about this issue) you son of a jewess- this is not taking away from Abi Dharrs character it is a feature that some of us- 99 percent of us- do not have inside of us, ie. to speak your conscience. When was it that you encountered a Muslim who can speak his conscience like the way Abi Dharr is speaking it here. He said you son of a jewess and what is it with you to find yourself qualified to speak on this issue are you teaching us our deen. Now, Kaab ibn Ahbaar became a Muslim.  It's not that Kaab ibn Ahbaar is a non-Muslim and he became a Muslim long before ibn Saba’ became a Muslim- this is how it is established across the board. We’re not picking a statement from an odd history book this is mainstream history. So now, if Abu Dharr and not only that he took what is called a nahjan, one of these iron reeds that protects the body and he struck Kaab ibn Ahbaar with it. Is this the type of Abu Dharr who is going to be lectured, schooled, tutored and motivated by ibn Saba’? It doesn't make sense. You see- this is the area that some of you say “Oh brother Muhammed why are you speaking about these issues?!” If we are not going to speak about them then who is going to speak about them?! If we don't try to speak the truth about these issues we are going to have the types today who are dropping weapons of mass destruction on us who are going to be speaking about these issues to divide us. We can't speak about these issues to unite us and you want them to have the freedom to speak about issues to kill us?! Your brother is brotherly surprised when one or a couple or a few of you in our presence or absence say “Oh why dwell on these issues?!” We’re not! This is not our 1st choice of speaking. We would have preferred for us to be speaking about the ayaat, the words of Allah and His Prophet as they relate to today's world but that will take a mature listening audience of Muslims. What if we have gaps? We begin to speak about these issues, we take things for granted and some of us don't have the filler information that is necessary to speak about these issues and we create a problem for ourselves, we trip on the problems we put on ourselves. We want to clear this path. Then why is it that we don't have other scholars and speakers speak to these issues? Why is it left up to rare voices here and there to try to outline and explain these issues? Why can't we echo ourselves? Why can't there be tens and hundreds and millions of Muslims around the world who can take a look at these issues with maturity without any prejudice, nationalism and sectarianism. Listen- brothers and sisters- there is no doubt no matter what background you come from that in the time of Uthman, Muslims formed their 1st political opposition- there's no doubt about this. If you want to come to terms with that Ahlan wa Sahlan, you are most welcome. If you don't want to come to terms with that do ask yourself “why?” We don't want to learn from ourselves?! That's our 1st generation of Muslims, with all of their mistakes and with all of the contentious points of view- you don't want to learn from that?! This is precious experience. What do you want to do, fall into the same mistakes again?! There's no doubt Uthman began to give responsibilities to his family. He gave high position in the Islamic state to his maternal half brother, his half brother from his mother. He began to give high positions to his brother from Ar-Rida’ breast fed brother. He gave positions to those who come from Bani Umayah from a family network of people. What do you say if someone does something like? The Muslims must look the other way and not pursue justice or Muslims should say No, this should be opposed. How do we oppose it? With all of this time we haven't worked out a method in which our opposition can exclude blood baths and bloody battles? Why? You don't want to look at this?! Then, when we do have a legitimate opposition- let us say we can work our minds and our conscience up to a conviction to say when we have an Islamic government with the flaws that it has we certainly will have an Islamic opposition with the sincerity that it has but having said that isn't it possible to have a false Islamic opposition? When we look at these details in history we had sincere Islamic opposition but didn't we also have false Islamic opposition? If we cannot detect false Islamic opposition at a distance of 1,300 years or so how are we going to be able to learn? If we don’t learn from that experience how are we going to look around us today and say we may have sincere Islamic rulers but we may also have sincere Islamic leaders in the Islamic movements that we have? Bt don't they have flaws? And if they do have flaws is there going to be a sincere opposition to that? Is that permissible? And if there is a sincere Islamic opposition isn't there enough trouble makers around to come with a false Islamic opposition? Brothers and sisters- if we don't train our minds and if we don't exercise our intellect on these areas we're just going to invite troublemakers that we have today- more of them- and we are the one who are going to suffer.
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

A word is due concerning all this injustice in perpetuity- a bunch of individuals who happen to have money place their hands on the house of Allah, the Islamic Center right here for over 24 years. Some people will say why can’t you go away? Just let it be. You can do that, it’s up to you; it’s not up to us. We remind you- we’ve said this previously and we’ll say it again- we will have nothing to say here on Fridays if you don’t come to Jum’ah prayers. If you don’t come here, what are we going to say? Who are we going to speak to? Are we going to speak to the air? One of the foundations of the Jum’ah is the jama’ah. If there’s no jama’ah, there’s no Jum’ah prayer here. But if you decide not to come here, they will have gotten away with nationalizing, misappropriating and stealing a Masjid- how about that? Can we call it as it is- they stole a Masjid. Some people don’t have a conscience. If you want them to get away with that then just leave and don’t come here on Fridays and you will be in their service by your absence from these Jum’ahs, but if you continue to come here, we will continue to speak the truth. We ask you, in all of these years, were we just passing time by coming here to this Jum’ah every Friday? Do you learn something or you don’t learn something? Do you have a sense for what is happening here and what is happening to the general Muslim public and the oppressed people or not? We are not coming here just to fill in an hour or two every week. We come here because we have principles. 
