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They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His light, no matter how much the kaafirs, mushriks and munafiqs detest it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shara Al Mu’mineen …

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (01-01-1999)

RAMADHAN

As we progress in our disciplinary obedience to Allah during this month of Ramadhan, we encounter the meanings of an ayah that Allah presented us with in the month/season/context/climate of Ramadhan. Allah says, (and He wants us to listen as we observe this fast),

And if My subjects were to ask you (meaning the Prophet) about Me (Allah), then, I am near to them or close by to them or within reach; I will reply to a person who calls upon Me provided he does so, so that they may call or beseech Me and so that they may be committed to Me and in this manner they may reach maturity (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

This is an ayah that you and I have heard before, but let us take a closer look at its meanings. 

And if My servants and subjects were to ask you about Me, then, I am in close proximity… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

When do people or subjects of Allah begin to ask or question or enquire about Allah? Most of the times, they do so when they are or feel that they are either weak or powerless or that they need Him. It is out of being powerless or of being in need of Him that people begin to ask “where is God; where is Allah?” Remember, at the beginning of the month of Ramadhan and at the beginning of these ayaat said that we observe these fasts so that

… we may be conscious of His power. (Surah Al Baqarah verse 183)

But, there are people whose pulse is still a worldly pulse, and they measure the issue of power through physical instruments; if you have wealth or a military (along the lines of modern militaries) or power- in their minds, you have power; so, more than likely any serious questions about Allah will not come from them, and if it does come from them it is trivial. The Prophet of Allah was addressed to respond to those who have serious questions and those who come to him and honestly, faithfully and truthfully ask “but where is Allah or why does Allah not respond?” Many times, this question comes to people who are sincere. Allah has dignified this question, because He says it comes from His ibaad or subjects. You and I have personal questions- we have difficulties and challenges in our lives and during these moments of difficulties and challenges, we pose the same question. We ask “but where is Allah?” The response to that is

… certainly I am there or near or present… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

We also have those who ask this question when they look at the condition of the Muslims in the world. If you watch, listen and understand the tragedies that are spread throughout the Muslim domain, then you will certainly have the urge to ask this question. Now, even though we may feel cold in this Jum’ah prayer, there are other Muslims in the hundreds of thousands, (this is not a statement of hyperbole or exaggeration), who are in feets of snow and in bitter cold and who may not even have food to eat and in this month on Ramadhan, we are apt to ask “but why is this happening?” There have been some reports saying that nuclear/atomic devices/instruments are leaking nuclear matter in some Muslim areas of Central Asia. This is an act of man- Muslims are put in such conditions because of deliberate decisions by man, and most of the time when you and I ask “but where is Allah” we forget to remind ourselves that Allah says that 

… He is near us and He will respond… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)
provided that we do His will. Allah’s Prophet qualifies and explains to us how this response is due; when we ask “but where is Allah?” we should immediately remember how Allah’s Prophet treated this issue or question. (He says) you will indeed make the ma’ruf the legal order of life and you will make the munkar illegitimate and illegal in life or you will call upon Allah and He will not respond to you. ! Allah says

And if My servants ask you about Me I am in close proximity… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

But, we have attitudes of Muslims that say ‘wa idha sa’alaka ibaadi anni fa innahu baeed.” They will not come out and express this because they will say “this is blasphemy! What are you saying? The ayah of the Qur’an is clear.” But what the ayah says is one thing and what their attitudes and behavior says is another thing, (it’s) the opposite of what the ayah says. In this month of Ramadhan, we should cancel this opposite; our behavior reflects what we announce and if we say “Allah is close” that means He truly is; and if we say “Allah will respond or reply to our dua’” that means that we will work to make it possible for Allah to respond to us. But, there is a more intriguing and fundamental question to this, and that is that why is it that when this ayah is mentioned, no one immediately thinks about al ma’ruf and al munkar? Why do they skip Al Ma’ruf and Al Munkar and want Allah to interfere and set things straight when they are not doing their part in setting things straight? The month of Ramadhan is motivational in the sense that it wants you involved in the process of setting things straight. Al ma’ruf is Al ma’ruf and it should be supreme in mans life and al munkar is al munkar and it should be obliterated as much as we can out of our lives. But who is doing that and who is speaking about that and then trying to mould Islamic minds and psychologies so that when they think about Allah, they think about Al ma’ruf and al munkar- and al munkar is prevalent all around! How do you, Muslims, want Allah to be on your side when you don’t want to be concerned with al ma’ruf and al munkar?! That is why- because some individuals are not concerned with al ma’ruf and al munkar. Do you hear from the pulpit or mimbar of these types of Islamic Centers and Masjids people pointing out to al ma’ruf and al munkar? No! They want to cage Ramadhan and they want people to feel as if Ramadhan is an act of some type of spiritual refinement that is unrelated to the facts and reality of the world around, when Ramadhan is not (about some type of spiritual refinement); that is why in the month of Ramadhan we had Badr- a war. Muslims had a war in the month of Ramadhan! They had battles that took place in Ramadhan; Ramadhan is not a shahr haram! Four months of the year are sanctified months- the sanctity of human life is highlighted during these months, and Ramadhan is not one of them. Rajab, Dhu Al Qa’dah, Dhu Al Hijjah and Al Muharram- why isn’t Ramadhan one of them? According to the mechanical religion that exists is Masjids, Ramadhan should be one of them, but the facts of the Qur’an, the Prophet and life deny this psychology and mentality. Remember, once again, we revert to this ayah. In this course, with this meaning and within this context, 

… they are ordered to respond to Me and they are ordered to be committed to Me… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 186)

And, commitment is not a matter of verbalization and words; commitment is a matter of work and deeds. Imaan is not a matter of lip service and a wishy-washy mentality, it is that which settles in the heart and then it is verified by work, labor and deeds. This is the meaning that Ramadhan has to gain among the multitudes of Muslims so that they may understand the significance of Allah’s response to them. If you see that Allah is within close proximity and when you think of Allah in light of the ayaat and the ahadith that give a practical and workable meaning to the lives that we all share, then you are fasting Ramadhan. 
Muslims of As Siraat Al Mustaqeem…

It does us no harm to identify where we are and how grossly misrepresented we have become; this is a lapse of responsibility on the part of the Muslim collectivity in the world. If the collectivity of Muslims in this world were doing their job the way Allah commanded them to, we would not be misrepresented; but, we have a confidence in Allah that overcomes this lapse in responsibility and we should never fail to mention that we do have committed Muslims in this world who die for Allah, who speak for Allah and who are willing to do the will of Allah- never lose sight of the fact that we, Muslims, even though we don’t have the means to match the loud-mouths and the media who are lampooning and defaming Muslims, (before-and-after that and above-and-beyond that), we do have Allah. We know we have Allah in this month of Ramadhan. If we think for a moment that we don’t have Allah, then we have no advantage or benefits to our fasting. As we speak, tens-of-thousands if not hundreds-of-thousands of Muslims of the world are on the frontlines where Allah is near and where Allah responds. If there are Embassies that are closing and people who feel that they are threatened, it is because of these grand schemes against a revival and a resumption of Islam in its wholesome integral whole- the way we and Allah wants Islam to be. They can take away from us some land for sometime, but they will not be able to take away some of our land for all the time; they may be able to inflict casualties on us, but those who you think are casualties are honored by Allah- they are the shuhadaa’ of Islam. They may be able to misrepresent the masses of Muslims by imposing on them autocrats and dictators, but that is only for a while. We haven’t lost sight and reality of being with Allah and of Allah being with us and this month of Ramadhan comes back every year to reinforce this dedication and relationship with Allah. If they think that some of their nationals are going to be in danger when they go to Muslim lands, (they must) adjust their policies and reevaluate their strategies and reconsider their decisions because Ramadhan is here this year, next year, the year thereafter and the generation and century thereafter. We are not going to go away. In the meantime, the Zionist/Israeli/Jewish malignancy that they are feeding with their budgets and military equipment will be effaced from planet Earth when the time comes and they should detect that from the developments in Southern Lebanon, the West Bank and in the other areas around. If they can’t see that, they are blind; and if they are blind, (they should) blame themselves because they are intoxicated by powers that no longer behooves or should belong to them. At the end of the day, the power of Allah, through the agency of Muslims humans on Earth will prove this to them. (They should just) look for themselves to see the misery that they have brought about and the need for the divinity and authority of Allah. In the meantime, we continue in this month to observe this fact and to remind ourselves of our frontline.
This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on the 1st January 1999 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.

