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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Muslims of a quality Commitment to Allah....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (23-11-2006)
ALI AND AL-ASABIYYAH
Our Creator says to us, with light and guidance, for those with determination and struggle; and His words are the eternal truth, 
Oh you who are firmly and securely committed to Allah (meaning to Allah’s power), obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those who are entrusted with authority from among you (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 59)
We have been tracing the issue of authority among us (in khutbahs of more than a year that has lapsed) in a historical way that brings out our 1st generation in its ups and downs, its corrections and errors and in its strengths and its weaknesses. We traced and trailed ourselves through the administrations of the four successors to Allah’s Prophet and we reached a point in this common history in the last khutbah in which we realized that a new gap developed in the administration of what is now Southern Iraq with Abdullah ibn Abbas’s (radi Allahu anhu) abdication of his responsibilities by leaving the Basra Governorate (as it were) and fleeing (in a sense) to Makkah. It is not easy to focus on this particular this in our history and the cleavages that became part of that time period. To regroup our thoughts, let us say, that it was at this time period during the administration of the 4th successor to the Prophet- the Imam of the Muslims- that we begin to have a better understanding of what is called Al Asabiyah. This is a concept of clannish solidarity. In today’s par lands, it refers to such ideologies that are called nationalism, racism, tribalism or ethnicism. All of these are manifestations of what is called Al Asabiyah. During this time in particular we had the 1st clannish solidarity that was regrouping against the legitimate leadership and authority of the committed Muslims that was now centered in Al Kufa; its leader being of course Imam Ali (radi Allahu anhu). When Abdullah ibn Abbas took off from Al Basra to Makkah the way he did i.e. with his political break from the Imam of the Ummah, this presented a political opportunity to Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan. After having joined Egypt to the Levant, he now had his eyes fixed on Southern Iraq and Arabia because of what ibn Abbas did. We can see how when the closest of allies break with themselves they offer opportunity for those who have a political agenda to make inroads within the Muslim society and power structure. Muwaiyah consults with his right hand man Amr ibn Al Aas concerning Al Iraq because the news coming out of Iraq is news of a leader i.e. Ali who has people, especially in Al Basra who are divided. They are divided because of the following: (number 1)- there still remained in Al Basra the effects of the war of Al Jamal. There were people in Al Basra who had their family members killed when they were fighting with Ummul Mu’mineen Aa’isha, Talha and Az-Zubair (radi Allahu anhum) against Al Imam, so, in Al Basra, there were amongst some people the attitude of “scores to be settled” (in today’s language). Then, there were some people in Basra who simply gave up. They had no inclinations towards Al Uthmaniyyah (as we may call it and as it was known at that time) and they also had no inclinations towards Al Alawiyyah as some people may want to refer to the opposite side- they simply lost interest in the struggle. Then, there were those who were just passive or neutral. This caused the renegade authority in Ash-Shaam to turn its sights in on Southern Iraq. When Abdullah ibn Abbas abdicated his political responsibilities and left Al Basra to Makkah, a person by the name of Ziyaad, who was loyal to Ali, replaced him; but Muawiyah, having a sense of how the people of Southern Iraq felt at that time, he sent a person by the name of Abdullah Al Hadrami to Al Basra to try to regroup the opposition to Ali. Muawiyyah and his team of consultants pursued a policy of harassment towards the people of Iraq. It was like they dispatched hit-and-run squads to try to weaken whatever was left of the body politic in Iraq. When Ali saw that Al Basra began to fail him, he dispatched one of his confidants to speak to the people of Basra. He had conversations and discussions with them, but being who they are, they waited for an opportune time and then they assassinated that person. This would give you a description of which direction the political loyalties of this population began to move, so this time, Ali sends another person to try and reason with the people of Al Basra- but this time he doesn’t send him alone, he sends him in the company of an armed contingent. This person begins to make head way with the people of Basra in other words, he begins to win them back to the cause (as it were). When he was successful in doing that, he regrouped the people of Basra and took on Al Hadrami who Muawiyah sent to Al Basra who is also the son of Uthman’s maternal aunt, ibn khalat Uthman ibn Affan. This person, the emissary of Muawiyyah and the cousin of Uthman, felt that public opinion in Al Basra was not in his favor so he was pursued by a regenerated public opinion in Al Basra until he found shelter in (some books of history say it was) a fort (other books of history say no it was just) a residence. Al Hadrami and 70 of his loyalists took refuge in that place. Ali’s deputy who turned the public opinion in Al Basra back to where it belongs- his name is Qudama ibn Jaariya- laid siege to ibn Al Hadrami and the 70 who were with him and tried to have them surrender; but they fortified their positions in a warlike manner. The consequence of that conflict was that Al Hadrami and the 70 that were with him were torched, meaning they were burned in the refuge or shelter that they were in. Then, Ali, knowing how public opinion is beginning to fall apart because of Al Asabiyah… Remember brothers and sisters- sometimes many of us don’t want to look at what was working against the Islamic leadership of justice and brotherhood. What was working against the leadership of Imam Ali was this nationalist Asabiyah that we have within us today. Whether you consider yourself historically sympathetic to one side or the other in the facts that we are recalling, you have within you the Asabiyah that was the integral part of the history that we are looking at. Who in today’s world can stand up and say “I am free of this Asabiyah?” Whether he’s an Arab, Persian, Turk, black, white or whatever the particularity of that Asabiyah is; whether it’s tribal, ethnic, racial or national- it is alive and kicking among us today. Even these descriptions- someone thinks of himself as a Shi’i and someone else thinks of himself as a Sunni- that concept of tashayyu’ and that concept of tasunnun in itself has become an Asabiyah. The position of the Imam was to try to galvanize the citizens of the Islamic state so that they can defeat this Asabiyah. He gave a speech to the people, (we think it may be one of his most important speeches) when he realized that he’s on the defensive and this Asabiyah was on the offensive because within his own people- when the cousin of Uthman, ibn Al Hadrami was defeated, the Muslims who defeated him were trumpeting their Asabiyah. (We didn’t go into these details because we didn’t want to bore you with some of these details)- the clannish or tribal elements of Al Basra were Tamim, Rabi’a and Azd. When the lieutenant of Ali defeated the lieutenant of Muawiyah, it wasn’t like this was an Islamic victory; they were proud of their Azdi tribal character. Ali  realized that even among his own people this Asabiyah is alive so he turned to them and he said the following: (this is a little long, we know it’s cold, but we think it’s worth it)- remember, we are speaking and trying to understand in this historical context the ayah of the Qur’an 
Oh you who are firmly and securely committed to Allah (meaning to Allah’s power), obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those who are entrusted with authority from among you (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 59)

and Muslims developed a difficulty in obeying ulil Amr early; and this difficulty snow-balled into the Asabiyah that was making a come back- so he was addressing this in light of among other things, understanding this ayah. Henceforth- Al Jihad is one of the gates of Al Jannah . Whoever chooses something other than this, jihad, then Allah is going to humiliate, disgrace and subdue them. He is reminding the people who would just listen with their ears but would not respond with their hearts- I have indeed called upon you to do war against these enemies (or those folks). I’ve done so in daylight and during the night. I’ve done so publicly and I’ve done so privately; and I have said to you initiate this war campaign against them before they initiate it against you. By He in whose hands is my life- there has never been a people or society that has been invaded or aggressed upon within its homeland and territories accept that it winds up being subdued, domesticated and tamed; but you showed a loss of nerve and heart and you began to dodge your responsibilities; and every time that I would speak to you the harder it became for you to listen to me; and whatever I’d say to you, you just push it behind you until the attacks are now coming your way. Then he says, (this is a following sentence that we will translate with license) now, so-and-so begins an attack on area of Al Anbaar in Al Iraq and in this attack (he) disgraces Muslim women-folk and women-folk who are in-treaty with Muslims and then dishonor them and then after that these attackers would leave without anything happening to them. If any Muslim was to die of sorrow because of this happening, I would not blamed him; rather I would pay respect to such a Muslim. This means that even the honor that we are supposed to have now, we do not posses this honor- attackers can do whatever they want to do to our women, families and to people who are in our dhimmah, i.e. in our conscientious responsibility level of administration, and Ali is speaking to the public, who are supposed to be his supporters; he’s saying more-or-less this honor that is supposed to be left in a decent human being is no longer there to be noticed. It is surprising- overwhelmingly surprising- to the extent that kills the heart and occupies the mind and multiples the sorrows the way these people are amassed concerning their baatil and how you are dispersed concerning the haqq- an accurate statement that can be said and applied to todays Muslims, especially those who are in the same geographical area that we are speaking about. Ali is saying to these people you have become targeted objects incapable of returning the blows. If I tell you to initiate military activity against them during the winter, you respond by saying that “this is a time of inclement whether (and) bitter cold”; and if I tell you to initiate military activity against the during the summer you say “but this is the heat of the summer, it is too hot for us to go for military service in that time; give us respite or some time so that this bad whether goes away (and) this hot whether dissipates”; and if you are running away from cold and hot weather you will be more inclined to runaway from the weapons and the swords that you are supposed to face. You are semi-men (or) not even men- you who now have become the leftovers- not even capable of thinking gentle thoughts, By Allah you have spoiled my opinion by your disobedience; you have filled my abdomen with anger until Quraish said “the son of Abi Talib is brave but he has no opinion when it comes to war.” As accurate as their statement may seem, who is more knowledgeable about war than I am and who is more experienced about war than me?! I went to war and I was still under 20 years of age and today I am over 60 years of age. Then he said this last sentence three times- but rather the truth of the matter is that he who is not obeyed has no opinion. Do you hear this? You people who are cloaked in your Asabiyah?! You Sunnis who identify with Ali but have made your Sunnism an Asabiyah; you Shi’is who identify with Ali but have turned your Shi’ism into an Asabiyah- do you hear what he is saying?! It seems like you are just like the people of Iraq at that time. You listen to words but they don’t penetrate your hearts and they don’t settle into your conscience. In these circumstances and conditions, i.e. when this Asabiyah was gaining momentum all over the place- it’s Asabiyah that was part of that ancient history and its Asabiyah is part of our current day. 

The internal enemies of obeying Allah and obeying His Rasul were taking a look at the geography at this time. Most of the Arabian Peninsula was in allegiance to this (now) embattled leader in Al Kufa and Muawiyah began, after the attempt at Al Basra to make in-roads in the Arabian Peninsula. He sends a person by the name of Busr ibn Arta’a- this was a character that was bent on terrorizing Arabia in every sense of the word. He goes and tries to wrest Al Yemen from its affiliation with Ali and he goes to Al Medinah and Makkah and the instructions that he was given by Muawiyah was to especially terrorize the people who were living as nomads in the desert who showed more allegiance to Ali then they did to those who were against him. This person did his best in trying terrorizing these people. He managed, at least for a time, to after terrorizing Al Medinah to have these people pay allegiance to Muawiyah, and then he went to Al Yemen and tried the same thing. As he was doing this in the Peninsula, Imam sends a contingent of troops to try to put an end to this. In Makkah, there was another brother of Abdullah ibn Abbas who was afraid of this Muawiyah personality and power so he abdicated and Makkah (on the surface of it) became a loyal city to Muawiyah; and Al Medinah was forced to do the same thing; and now, in Yemen, after this new force came from the Imam, this person fled from Al Yemen, but after doing what? After killing the sons of the governor of Yemen- Ubaidullah ibn Abbas the brother of Abdullah ibn Abbas; these were children and they were butchered and massacred. Seeing that there was an opposition to his terror campaign in Arabia, and after this person leaves for Ash-Shaam, he goes mad. There was so much blood on his conscience that these books of history say that he would take a wooden sword and he’d be given pillows to strike these pillows whenever the rage arised in him to do so- which was frequent- until he died. 

Then, Muawiyah sends a person by the name of Yazid ibn Ash Shajarah to try to administer Makkah itself only during the time of the Hajj. When the pro-Ali ibn Abbas leader of Makkah abdicates his responsibility, this pro-Muawiyah representative tells the people of Makkah you choose a leader to lead you during the time of the Hajj- which they do. At this time, Ali also dispatches another force. Remember the internal difficulties that are going on inside of Southern Iraq and remember how difficult it is to muster the necessary force to do what has to be done. When this Muawiyah representative hears that there is a force on its way, he leaves; but this is how nationalism reconsolidates itself throughout the Peninsula and add to this the fact that not only is the embattled leadership in Al Kufa dealing with this type of political greed or ambition in Ash-Shaam but he also has to deal with these internal fighters called Al Khawarij- they were also regrouping and they were also using those who became Muslims who were not of Arabian extraction. Ali was caught between Al Mawaali- this is the word that is used to refer to those who became Muslims who are not of Arabian origin; (and) so he had to deal with these internal Mawaali who were fighting guerilla warfare. They would group in scores or in hundreds and then attack the central authority or those related to the central authority in Al Kufa and Muawiyah, at a distance, was using his hit-and-run squads, attacking at the fringes and trying to take over the distant lands in Arabia and Iraq away from this leadership. Do you think all of this is history or can you find this Asabiyah working today?! We call upon every free Islamic conscience to identify this Asabiyah- whatever it is; if it’s an Arabian, Persian, racial Asabiyah (blacks or whites or whatever) to identify it because if we don’t it has a Shaytaani way of eroding the leadership of the Muslims (be it) the governmental leadership or the Islamic movement leadership; the local leadership or the global leadership- it has its way of destroying it. Look- brothers and sisters- we have been talking about this issue for maybe a year and a half- has anyone noticed that there is any hate?! There’s a lot of disagreements, there are polarizations, hostilities and wars, but does anyone realize that there is any hate in this?! Hate doesn’t come with identifying with Allah and His Prophet.
O you who are committed to Allah, obey Allah and obey the Apostle and those who are entrusted with your affairs- who come from you or who carry authority in this interactive-position amongst you and if you differ, refer to Allah and His Messenger. (Surah An-Nisa verse 59)
There’s no hate in this. When you encounter a Muslim who harbors hate in themselves you can identify that that type of Muslim is more of the Asabiyah types that we are looking at in history that are living today.

Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

We speak about Makkah and Al Medinah during the 1st generations of Muslims and we speak about them today, in these latter generations of Muslims. If at that time Makkah was threatened by Asabiyah, it has been the case during our generation that Makkah is being destroyed by that Asabiyah. One of the news items that was recently mentioned is that the Prime Minister of Turkey, when visited by the king of Arabia- now we are speaking about kings- remember during that time the rulers- Muawiyah and his descendants- could not get away with using the word king  so they had to disguise themselves by giving the title Al Khalifah to their positions and persons. (Don’t) you see, with over 1,000 years of Asabiyah in the making, now it is said publicly and forcefully that Arabia has a king. When the Turkish Prime Minister was discussing the many issues that they were discussing in the past month, one of the items that was on that discussion sheet was the item of Hajj which we are going to be celebrating in the coming month. The Prime Minister tells the king “they were about half-a-million 500,000 Turks last year who applied to go to the Hajj and you only permitted 70,000 of them.”- because the Saudis have (it is very interesting to know where did they get this policy from? It is also more interesting to notice why no one questions them about this policy?) a policy which says that they will only permit 1,000 people to 1,000,000 in a population; so if Turkey has 70,000,000 people, the official Saudi monarchial policy is to admit only 70,000, (70,000 corresponding to 70,000,000 and this is how they have been running or this is how they have been destroying Makkah and Al Medinah.) What was the king’s answer to the Prime Minister? He said “OK- in the coming year, we will see to it that we will give more visas.” He didn’t say or at least the news items didn’t mentioned how many; but if this is any measurement of the issue- a population of 70,000,000 (we think it is more then that, but these are the figures that are given) and there is half-a-million of them who want to go to the Hajj- so if we have a Muslim population in the world that’s over one-and-a-half billion what is the ratio of Muslims who want to go to the Hajj? And, Turkey is considered a more secular society than other traditional Muslim societies in the world, but let us put them on an equal par- how many Muslims want to go to the Hajj and how many Muslims cannot go to the Hajj? Even those who do make it to the Hajj have to perform a Hajj of rituals that is lacking in meanings; it may be high on emotions, but it is low on thoughts and solidarity. Where are we in today’s world? We can’t understand our history and we can’t understand our present! And the kuffar and their agents all around are delighted to have Islamic Centers and Masajid that cannot stimulate thoughts and cannot have us understand Allah and His Prophet and thus obey Allah and His Prophet and those who are entrusted with authority from among us.
