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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Committed Muslims- Ma’sharal Mu’mineen…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (17-10-2008)
TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING ISLAM PART 4
We will continue to be honest to you and the issues- the Prophet of Allah says you can sum up the matter of ad deen in the word an-nasihah i.e. counsel, advice, words of wisdom, sincerity and direction. As we are assembled at this time- the jum’ah prayer on Friday- there is an issue that is being poked; those who are poking the issue are trying to take advantage of the practical absence of thinking Muslims as well as the ideological absence of sacrificing Muslims. This is not to say that Muslims are not sacrificing, exerting efforts, dying and bleeding; to the contrary, we are at the beginning of a new era of Islamic self-determination and it turns out that some people are nervous that Muslims are beginning to stand up and be counted- that makes some people nervous. They shouldn’t be nervous, but they are; and this explains why there are voices, propaganda, mis-information and inaccurate quotations that are meant to divide the Muslims. One of the issues that is utilised to try to drive a wedge between a Muslim and his brother Muslim is the issue of ijtihad of Muslims who are in scholarly positions to think through what Allah and His Prophet say to us and then to focus those meanings on the affairs the keep of developing in our lifetime and in our subsequent generations. A note about ijtihad is that it is an integral and central part of our Islam. Whenever we fail to live up to the responsibility of ijtihad, we fail to function as a purposeful block of people in the world. (If), you take away ijtihad from the Muslims, it’s like taking away their public mind; (if), you bring back ijtihad, to the Muslim public, you give them an enlightened direction in life. We should be proud that at one time in our history, we had a vibrant ijtihad; an ijtihad that produced scores of Ulema’ and Mujtahideen. That, though, no longer is the case in our time and day. It  is ironic to say that when Muslims in the 1st centuries of Islam were energetic in thinking through- this is ijtihad, i.e. you exert your utmost and optimum thinking capability to understand the meanings of the ayaat and ahadith, (when that was the case, and we had many and multiple ijtihads, we did not express the weakness of unity that we express today, when there is no ijtihad to speak of. Ijtihad is an honour and a rank of respectability to Muslims who honour it. For those who have forgotten and eliminated it from their lives suffer the consequences. The Prophet of Allah is reported to have said whoever exerts or mobilises all of their mental capability to reach a sound conclusion, (that’s another meaning of ijtihad), and is right and correct has two rewards, and whoever does so and is wrong and incorrect has one reward. What does this mean? This means that the Prophet of Allah, (who can understand Allah and His book more  than him), is encouraging potential thinkers and scholars to bring their minds to Allah and His Prophet, to understand them, and to move that understanding a mile forward. What is there? How can any Muslim who listens to Allah and His Prophet say “no- I don’t want to think about what Allah and His Prophet are saying and how that relates to our real, challenging and begging world.” We know that when it comes to issues of ijtihad, we encounter, sometimes, different opinions and these different opinions are generated by honesty. When the fuqaha’, ulema’ and scholars of Islam stated their opinions, they stated these opinions as a result of their honesty and integrity- none of these happened haphazardly and could be at a variance with what we call scientific facts. You have the human mind reaching a conclusion concerning planet Earth; that scientific conclusion is that “planet Earth is spherical” i.e. it has the shape of the sphere. We may have some Muslims who are supposed to be scholars who come and say “no- the Earth is flat; it’s not a sphere.” There’s an area of give them the benefit of the doubt. A person can say that “the Earth is a sphere but also, it has the condition of being flat; because the Earth is so big, it cannot be round because, if it were, (in their minds), we would be falling off the earth.” We can understand how some people may commit this type of mistake; this type of mistake maybe considered an ijtihad, but it is obviously an ijtihad that is incorrect or wrong. 

Another type of ijtihad has to do with a judge in court who is presented with two sets of information called the evidence. One set of information may be more convincing, preponderant and clear than the other set of information, so the judge rules according to the set of information that is more weighty than the other set of information; that is an ijtihad. Even, the Prophet of Allah said it may happen that some of you may come to me with some evidence and his challenger will come to me with another set of evidence and I may rule on the weight of the evidence that is presented to me more clearly or factually and that ruling or judgement may be a mistake. The Prophet of Allah is saying that he, himself, (he is Allah’s Prophet, i.e. a ma’soom of Allah), is vulnerable to making a mistake because of the information that we, humans, may bring him in what we call a court of law. This is due to what? It is due to an ijtihad. We know that this doesn’t sit comfortably with some people, but the Prophet himself says that he is only a human being. We don’t want to go into the details of Allah’s Prophet interacting with Allah’s subjects- the narrative is the whole Qur’an in this interactive relationship where, if the Prophet was, in his ijtihad, less than perfect, it wasn’t because of him, it was because of the people around him. This is a point that the trouble-makers in our time move in to divide the Muslims on.

Another issue of ijtihad that becomes a trouble-makers playing ground… We’re taking a simple demonstration that harkens back to the issue of ijtihad- from reading and understanding what Allah and His Prophet say to us, we know that the ayah says

… we wipe our heads… (Surah An Nisa’ verse 43)
Some fuqaha’ or mujtahideen said a partial wiping of the head suffices. What do you say? “We don’t want to accept fuqaha’ who say that” because the understanding of the ayah and the observation of Allah’s Prophet do not exclude this type of ijtihad or explanation, can we not make room for ourselves and grant ourselves a latitude in understanding that is due to us? What is expected of us is to listen and obey. We listen to what Allah and His Prophet say to us and we obey what they say to us; but, between listening and obeying there’s an area of understanding and we should grant ourselves the area to disagree on what is disagreeable and after we grant ourselves that right, we should not become divided. When we had scholars and mujtahideen who had different opinions, they respected themselves. We’ve never heard any of these fuqaha’ or scholars who disrespected themselves when they knew that they had different opinions; there was no disrespect among them. How come we, (who are supposed to be following these opinions), have disrespect for the other Muslim that doesn’t carry the same fiqhi opinion that “I may carry.” Where did this come from?! In the time of fervent ijtihad, (when we had many thinking Muslims), some of these rulers came to these thinking Muslims and said “well- I’m going to adopt your school of thought and make it the official school of thought of the state that I rule”; and the particular faqih would say “No! I will not accept that. Because many of the people who lived around the Prophet had scattered into many areas of the world, therefore I do not have the final word on the matters that I judged.” Compare the humility and meekness of scholars who publicly went on the record and said they “do not want their well thought-out reasoning to become the official school of thought of all the Muslims” with some of today’s scholars in images who are anxious to impose their reasoning on the others. There’s a vast distance between the scholars who were dedicated and devoted to their scholarly responsibilities back then and the types that we have today who probably know only a proportion of what was known then, yet still want to impose their way and understanding on others. Because, (as we said at the beginning), this area is right now being built up into areas that divide the Muslims. We’re not using the words Sunni and Shi’i or sub-divisions of Sunnis and Shi’is in the khutbah because that is going to interfere with your thinking. We’re going to take these words out; we may use the names of some personalities or figures in our Islamic history, but they cannot be classified and cannot fit into today’s definition of a Shi’i or Sunni. One such demonstration of how Muslims accommodated the other opinion… in our common Islamic history during ayyaam at tashreeq or the time of the Hajj, when Uthman (radi Allahu anhu) was the leader of the Muslims and when he was supposed to pray As Salaah Qasran or abbreviate a four rak’aat salaah into two, he prayed the whole four. In all our common history books of reference, seerah and sunnah, we know that Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (radi Allahu anhu) disagreed with him and he had a large Muslim public opinion who disagreed with Uthman because of what he did. They told him this is not how the Prophet did it. Yet, when Uthman was leading the prayers- these were four rak’aat that the Prophet prayed as only two rak’aat- ibn Mas’ud who took issue with Uthman followed and he prayed four rak’aat. This wasn’t an issue that was dividing Muslims at the time; this was an issue in which there was a difference, but this issue did not turn into disrespect and bad feelings the way we have disagreements playing out today.

Another issue that we have among the fuqaha’ in the Hambali school of thought- one of the details there-in, which people want to try to remake into a big issue or an issue that separates a Muslim from a Muslim; as miniature as this issue is, some people want to latch onto it and make it divisive. In the Hambali school of thought it is said that al hijamah i.e. drawing blood from various parts of the body for medical purposes), invalidates wudhu. O- that’s an opinion; whichever way, if you agree or disagree, there’s a reasoning for agreeing/not agreeing with it.- we have this, (this is part of who we are). Can we Muslims just grow 1,000 years in our minds and inherit what we all have, (as we said, this is only a sample), so someone came to another Islamic scholar and they told him “what if someone was leading the prayers after having drawn blood?” More to the point, the Hanafi school of thought says that if there’s running blood flowing out of the body, that also invalidates the wudhu. So, what if people who think and reson this way encounter other people who don’t think and reason this way? Are they going to be praying with each other? They all prayed with each other! This is a sickness that we have in today’s world where disagreeing Muslims cannot pray with each other. You may have not seen this, (but), in some Muslim countries, that same salaah (for example), if you go for as salaah adh dhuhr to a particular Masjid, and you find that the same salaah is prayed two or three times by two or three Imams because they say that he belongs to one school of thought and the other person belongs to another school of thought. Where did this come from? Why do we have this type of attitude in us? You can draw this type of behavior all the way back to people who call themselves Sunnis and Shi’is today. These are the types of issues that are being trumped up to divide us. We don’t see movement of people who may consider themselves Shi’is, (you may find individuals on both sides, we grant you that, but you don’t find them), as a movement or a considerable amount of people comfortably partaking in the way other Muslims i.e. Sunnis are praying and vice versa; where do you see Sunni Muslims going to a Masjid in which the prayers are led by a Shi’i Imam and comfortably, (sometimes a Muslim may find himself forced into that position and he doesn’t feel comfortable- why? What’s wrong with you? When you don’t feel comfortable that means there is something deficient in you. You have not acknowledged the other Muslim as a full Muslim. When Imam Ash Shafi’ was in Baghdad, he goes into a Masjid in which the Hanafi school of thought was dominant and the Hanafis don’t have Qunoot in the Fajr prayers and Ash Shafi’ prayed in this Masjid following a Hanafi Imam without the Qunoot. It went against his own conviction but what is important than his own conviction is the unity and uniformity of the Muslims on particular occasions like this. Which is more important- my individual reasoning or Allah’s clear command?! As the Prophet said, a committed Muslim in his relationship to another committed Muslim is like a solid structure; one part of it reinforces the other. Not one part of it causes the decay of the other as is the case today with those who right now are being conscientised that they are Sunnis/Shi’is before they are Muslims. This is the trend today.

Even those these words are sometimes kept within scholarly circles, (it is not our habit to withhold information), so we’re going to walk you through something that is more serious than what people may consider fiqhi subtleties. Please brothers and sisters- we know that information such as this gets tossed around and maligned at the end- listen carefully and if you are to repeat this type of information, do so for the unity of the Muslims and not for their division, because there are people, (when many Muslims are silent of Fridays and from the Manabir), investigators, think-tanks institutions and budgets allocated to try to use the type of issue that we’re going to express to you to divide the Muslims. We all know that al khamr is haraam. We know how that happened in our Islamic history. It was a gradual process of condemning and outlawing intoxicants in an Islamic social order. Al Khamr, though, (for those who don’t know), literally, technically and linguistically is the intoxicant that is drawn from the grapevine. In the Hanafi school of thought, (remember, this is also just one demonstration of other equivalent issues that could become explosive and radioactive among us, the Muslims), when the Hanafi thinking and reasoning took this issue and said al khamr is the fermented and  intoxicating drink that is made out of grapes, then that is what is haraam. Whatever else is intoxicating, made out of other substances, it is haraam bi al qiyaas, (meaning) by analogy to a grape extracted intoxicant being haraam, therefore these others become haraam. But, these others, (let’s say we made an intoxicating drink out of apples; any intoxicating drink out of apples is haraam according to the Hanafi school of thought; but, a small amount that is not intoxicating is not haraam. We know that this is in violation of all of the other reasonings and understandings of all of the other fuqaha’ of Islam. So, what if we had a literal Hanafi going by the word and the technicality of his school of thought, (which even nowadays those who follow the Hanafi school of thought don’t even know what that is all about and sometimes, ignorance can become a blessing), but if there were those who were to understand exactly what is being said would say “fine, we could drink a little of whatever intoxicant there is that is not extracted from grapes and as long as we do not become intoxicated ourselves, that is not haraam. It may be makrooh but it’s not haraam.” This turns out to be one of these issues, (this is just an example), that is exploited in a sectarian way by those who think they are holier than the other Muslim. What am I going to say if I disagree with the other person who has this type of reasoning and this type of reasoning satisfies his heart and mind, I’m not going to say you’re a kaafir or you’re not a Muslim! I’m going to say I strongly disagree with you; I think you are wrong; you may be bordering on the issue of fusuuq; your nature is breaking away from Allah, but it’s not going to violate our Islamic unity. These are the types of issues that we have deep down in our minds and within our history. These are the types of issues that Muslims are silent about, but there are others who are sharpening their knives against Muslims who are looking with a microscope for these types of issues to implant them in a diseased Sunni/Shi’i division that in the end will not serve anyone who thinks that they are a Sunni/Shi’i.  So, from understanding this issue that stands out like a sore thumb as being wrong, if you, (whatever school of thought you affiliate with or consider yourself a part of), take this issue that contradicts the rest of the consensus of the Islamic scholars, (know that), all of these schools of thoughts have these types of issues in them- let us place or juxtapose with the consensus of the Muslims so that we can come together. Disagree with each other without being disagreeable! Isolate our fringe opinions without losing sight of our common consolidating opinions. We know that what we speak to you is not the trend in these Masajid around, (we’re fully aware of that), but this is the truth that has to be said, explained and understood so that we can close ranks- and not in a superficial way- we close ranks when our hearts come together, and when we understand that the other Muslim is trying to obey Allah and His Messenger with his/her best understanding with both heart and mind involved. After that is done, we have to make room for these valid differences that we have. Remember that our solidarity is precedent and more important than the fiqhi reasoning and understandings that we share; they exist and we acknowledge them, but they never ever should violate the feeling of our togetherness and brotherhood.
Brother and sisters, who repeat ihdinas siraat al mustaqeem, siraat alladhina an amta alaihim ghair il maghdubi alaihim wa ladhalleen…
It is not in an uncalculated manner that the information in the previous khutbah has been presented to you. There is a climate in today’s world that is fanatical, obsessed and driven by any means that they can find or get their hands or minds on to find any thing that will separate Muslims from each other. As we have said previously, there is some concern on behalf of some scholars that an internal Islamic problem is in the making. They are trying to speak out about this problem before they think it is too late. Instead of looking around the countries that they are living in and the hurumaat that belong to the Muslims and opening up their eyes and seeing that we- the almost 2 billion of us- have become slaves and inferiors of superficial, imposed powers and authorities, (in other words deities and gods); and, instead of taking a look at the disease that has been infested our bodies for such a long time and diagnosing this disease and ailment and motivating all the Muslims together to get rid of these military bases, economic exploitation and the dislocation of hundreds of millions of Muslims in the world as we share this life together, they come and say there’s an internal problem that we have because there are some Sunnis who are interested in becoming Shi’is or they may say that there are some Shi’is who are interested in becoming Sunnis. To them (because they can’t think any better or outside the box), they begin to look into these areas that have virtually gone and are now being resurrected. Some of them may be speaking out of the sincerity that is in their hearts because they don’t want Muslims in other places of the world to be a replica of what is happening in Iraq today. But, what is happening in Iraq today did not begin with scholars in Iraq, it began because there were elites who sold their souls and government to Imperialism and Zionism- they did so scores of years ago and they did so just several years ago. Both sides, whether it is the Sunnis, (we’re sorry to say this and to use this word; sometimes this word is used not because of what it originally means- it has no Qur’anic or Prophetic definition to it in the context of our times- it’s just one of those other asabiyaat that it has become), but these who are in Iraq, who consider themselves Sunnis, why were they going along with the Imperialist and Zionist agenda when the Ba’ath were ruling there? And, today, why are those who are in Iraq who call themselves Shi’is following the Zionist and Imperialists? Does this have anything to do with the Imams and fuqaha’ that they supposedly belong to? Of course not! Any Muslim of sound reasoning and judgment can see that; but no! There’s this type of asabiyyah that draws a person (and) he feels a type of affinity with the agents of Zionism and Imperialism just because of what’s supposed to be “their school of thought!” How irrelevant is a school of thought and a body of fiqh to their subservience, (to the letter), and to the blood shed of innocent lives on Muslim lands and in the vicinity of Holy territories. That is why we speak to this issue; because we want to go to the areas that they are looking for and pre-empt them in these fiqhi areas so that they don’t use these types of details to bring us into convoluting meanings with each other. 
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 10 October 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
