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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=5 (24-11-2006)
 
CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 51
WOMENS STATUS- PART 9
With a heavy heart and with the facts and bloodshed that surrounds the Islamic condition in our day and time, it is sometimes difficult to speak about a subject matter when there are other pressing life and death developments that are knocking on our attention and unfolding in front of our eyes. We hope that we can clear this subject of the misunderstandings and the traditions that define the relationships between man and women, husband and wife, which have come to disturb our normal Islamic interactions. With reliance upon Allah, in this khutbah, we will revisit an ayah that has been abused and misunderstood to try to clear the air on how some trouble makers want the general public and the particular Muslims along with them to think that there is a discrimination between a man and a woman in Islam. There’s an ayah that we spoke about previously and right now, we are returning to it. It is the longest ayah in the Qur’an towards the end of Surah Al-Baqarah; the ayah of debt, ayatud dayn in which Allah says- we’re not going to quote the whole ayah, you can refer to it in the comfort of your own time. This ayah has been quoted many times to try to have Muslims think that a women is half of a man. When this ayah is used by some conventional Muslims and by some criminal enemies, it is used for the purpose of making the point that it takes two testimonies of a woman in one setting to equal the testimony of one man- this is not what the ayah is saying. 1st of all, the propaganda of our detractors wants us to believe that this statement pertains to court witnesses- it doesn’t. The ayah has nothing to do with a court of law. The ayah is zeroing in on a financial transaction in which one person is borrowing money, on whatever terms, from another person. This is stated very clearly in the ayah

If there is a debt transaction among you, stipulating a certain time period… (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282)
The debt would be a year, several months or whatever the time period is, then the order from Allah is

… to put it in writing, and there shall be a person who shall register this debt transaction with the standards of justice, and there shall be no-one to resist registering this if he qualifies to do so once he is ordered by Allah (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282)

So, when this financial transaction is taking place, one of the procedures for it is to have witnesses. Here is where Allah says

In this case, you call for two witnesses from among your men (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282)

Here is where we have to place the ayah in context and in the particulars of real life. In the particulars of real life, it is more apt that men are involved in these types of financial transactions because one of the definitions of an Islamic life is that it is the primary responsibilities of the man to shoulder the financial transactions of family life, social life or the larger scope of international financial transactions. The primary responsibility is that of a man, but it doesn’t mean that women are excluded from this. Because that is the case, there may be conditions in which you cannot find two men who are qualified to understand this financial transaction, so if you can’t, in this case, you call upon two women. This is for the purpose of trying to omit the possibility of those who are not versed on these financial details to commit an error. It’s because of unfamiliarity and not because they don’t qualify, but because in the nature of regulating a cooperative and coordinated life between the sexes and because the proportions of responsibility in the financial segment of life are allocated more to men than they are to women, then as a safety procedure, the ayah says

You call upon two women (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282)
This doesn’t mean that one women is half of a man or that it takes two women to equal a man. It would mean something like that for people who are taking these ayaat out of context or are withdrawing these ayaat from the realities of life or are dislocating these ayaat from the Islamic definition of relationship and responsibility between men and women in life- that’s when the flaw begins. But, it is not upon us or it does not behove us to commit this type of error. If, in the nature of life, it was the primary responsibility of women to bare the financial burden and men were relieved primarily of that responsibility, then this would have been reversed- the ayah would have said fastashidu shahidayni min nisaa’ikum, fa in lam takun imra’atayni fa imra’atun wa rajulaan. But when we speak about this, it has nothing to do with a court of law. When it comes to a court of law- let’s take an ayah that deals with being present in front of an Islamic judge and in an Islamic court of law- let’s take an ayah in that context. An ayah in the Qur’an says

For those husbands or married men who accuse (the word in the ayah is target) their other half, spouses or completing couple (Surah An-Nur verse 6)

Here’s where we have a court issue or where we go to court. Let’s see, if we go to court Islamically- men and women- is there going to be any discrepancies or discrimination? These men who go to court and they are accusing their wives of betraying the marital relationship, this term is called al-li’aan in Islamic vocabulary, and they have no witnesses. They may feel strongly and confidently about what they are saying, but it is all their internal thoughts, there’s no witnesses, so what are they expected to do in court according to this ayah in the book of Allah, in Surah An-Nur? What do they do? They testify in front of the qualified Islamic individual or individuals, 

They state four times, as a testimony, that his accusation of his wife is the truth and the 5th testimony is that may Allah bring down His damnation on him if he is a liar (Surah An-Nur verse 6-7)

Then, the ayah says

She will relieve herself of the penalty of such an accusation if she herself bears witness four times that he is a liar or is not saying the truth and the 5th testimony is that Allahs wrath be incurred upon her if he is telling the truth (Surah An-Nur verse 8-9)

So here we are, a man and a women in court- no one is saying to women that “you have to bring another person- your sister, daughter, mother, another women or member of the family structure- with you to build up your testimony; or we can’t believe you; or your testimony is half of a man or your husbands- none of that. Why do we have this confusion? People take this issue and now we have international conferences and womens conferences. Why? Because there is some inequality that they feel which is not attributed to the book of Allah and it cannot be attributed to the Messenger of Allah. They attribute these things to what have become local cultures that try to take things, whether they are ayaat or ahadith our of context. We come to what is truly an issue to be dealt with. There is a statement that is taken from one of the ahadith of Allahs Prophet that is mentioned in As-Sihaah, which means that this is not one of the ahadith that you can dismiss very easily. It’s one of the hadiths that runs into a type of incongruity with the Qur’an or you can’t fit it into the meanings of the Qur’an. This hadith of the Prophet says that women are Naqisaatin Aqlin wa deen. We’re going to quote this hadith for you because this is probably the one hadith that either cultural traditionalists or secular materialists use to try to make the point that there is within Islam an in-built discrimination between the sexes. Listen to this hadith because much of the imagery about Islam, when it comes to men and women, relates back to this hadith. We’re going to quote this hadith for you, verbatim, word by word, it is mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari, Ahmed, it may be mentioned in Muslim and all of these rest of these very authentic books of hadith. How does this come out? What does this hadith say? Believe us- brothers and sisters- if you listen to this hadith, you will understand some of the difficulties that we are running into. Remember, we have honoured our pioneering sisters- when the Prophets wife, Khadijah (radi Allahu anha wa salaamullahu alaiha) passed away, that year was called Aam Al-Huzn, the year of sorrow. Sumayyah (radi Allahu anha), the 1st martyr in Islam is honoured by the living memories of involved Muslims. How come, we have this notion that hearkens back to this hadith which says the following, (we’re going to translate this hadith for you): the Prophet of Allah went out to either Salaat Al-Fitr on Eid Al-Fitr or Salaat Al-Adha on Eid Al-Adha. He went out to the Musallah, the congregational area for the mass Muslim prayer and he passed by women and he said (obviously to them) “You womenfolk, I have not seen (here is the word Naqisaatin Aqlin wa deen and here is where the translation becomes tricky, because it can go in both directions, but the translation that is used is), I have not seen incomplete human beings pertaining to their mind and deen as I have seen in you or in the individual of you. And they ask him, Oh Prophet of Allah, what is it that you mean by saying Naqisaatin Aqlin wa deen- inferior when it comes to our mind and deen? This is the type of translation that circulates. Then he says Is it not that the testimony of a women is equal to half of that of a man. They said Yes. He said, then this is proof of your mind being incomplete. Then the Prophet says Isn’t it when women have their menstrual period that they do not pray and they do not fast? They said Yes, O Prophet of Allah. He said that indicates how you are incomplete when it comes to your deen. This is a hadith that many Muslims want to accept as an authentic hadith on par with the ayaat of the Qur’an. There should be a general rule that if there is any hadith in any book, that does not fit into the ayaat of the Qur’an, then we marginalise that hadith. This should be a general rule; and it doesn’t matter what book you are referring to when you refer to a book of hadith, because there’s no ayah in the book of Allah and no word from His Prophet that says that any of these books of hadith that we refer to are 100% reliable. The only book that is 100% reliable is the book of Allah and the testimony to that fact is in the words of Allah. 

Indeed, We have caused this book of consciousness to be revealed and certainly We will preserve it (Surah Al-Hijr verse 9)

But there’s nothing that says that Sahih Al-Bukhari or Sahih Muslim is preserving the hadiths of the Prophet as they were stated. Yes, we can rely upon the over-whelming majority of hadiths in these reliable books, but when we come across a hadith like this, we have to look at the ayaat of the Qur’an and how they dealt with the issue of gender or the relationship between man and women in society or husband and wife in family. We see that Allah honours our mothers, wives, sisters, daughters and womenfolk and then we come and see that there’s an understanding of this hadith that brings them down from that Qur’anic standard of esteem and honour, then we have a question mark about the words of the hadith and about the understanding of the hadith. This is a challenge that no Muslim has taken this responsibility upon himself to come and filter in an enlightened way the body of hadiths that we have. We’re going to take a look at this hadith a little closer with the time frame that we have. 1st of all, the hadith said that the Prophet went out “either Salaat Al-Fitr or Salaatul Adha”- so there is a matter of uncertainty at the beginning of the hadith. The person or persons who are narrating this hadith are not sure whether it was during Al-Fitr or Salaatul Adha- that’s number one. Number two- the consensus of Muslims- whether they are scholars or laymen- is that the day of Eid is a day of joy and a time of happiness in which the spirits are buoyed and lifted. This hadith, as it is understood and quoted to bring down the character of women in Islam takes this happiness and joy from these women at a time when the Prophet of Allah was telling women in many other hadiths that are narrated to come to the Eid and enjoy the time of the Eid and feel happy and don’t be disappointed and don’t be grieved and sad but when women listen to this hadith, it is making them feel sad. It is not bringing joy to their hearts- there’s a conflict here, but Allahs Prophet doesn’t have a conflict in his personality. Allah vouches for him. Allah says to His beloved Prophet

And for sure, you are of a great moral character (Surah Al-Qalam verse 4)

But, according to the way that this hadith is worded, understood and traditionalised, it doesn’t seem like he is a moral character when he is on his way to the Musallah and he is saying these types of things to women. So, there is a question mark pertaining to the understanding of this hadith. This will bring us to the matter of women in general in the Qur’an. Allah says 

The believers, men and women, are allies of one another, they enjoin Al-Ma’ruf and forbid Al-Munkar … (Surah At-Taubah verse 71)

As far as lifes responsibilities, what is there that is more demanding on man and women and husband and wife than Al-Amr bil Ma’ruf and An-Nahi anil Munkar? When it comes to these common responsibilities, they are co-operating with each other.

And Allah responded to them– Certainly I will not cause any of your efforts or labours, whether you are male or female to go in vain, for you are from each other (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 195)

This is the complementary relationship that we have. This is the accurate understanding of how man and women should behave in families and in societies. But, how come we have the kind of world in which our wives, sisters, mothers and daughters, sisters and wives complain that they feel excluded, inferior or insufficient? If there is any credibility to translating these words Naqisaatin Aqlin wa deen, then it would be that you are at times imperfect when it comes to matters requiring thought or religious obligations. There are exemptions, but not in the area of being deficient or not to mean that you are inferior like in some local cultures or some century long traditions have it- No. This means that you are temporarily imperfect and you can make up for it later on and at the end of the day, men and women are there to complement, supplement and reinforce each other.
