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They want to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouth’s, but Allah will perfect His light, no matter how much the kaafirs, mushriks and munafiqs detest it.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Bearers of Allah’s trust....
This khutbah was presented on the occasion of jumu’ah on the 30th of March 2001  by Imam Muhamed Asi on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and they irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.

AL-MUHARRAM: BURDENED BY IGNORANCE

Allah Most Exalted and Supreme says to us in a number of ayaat in the Qur’an to have Allah, His Prophet and the committed Muslims as our allies and authority to whom our allegiance is due. In one ayah Allah says:

And those who have as their authority or  their allies or as their reciprocal counter parts of allegiance Allah, His Messenger and those who are committed, then indeed, Allah’s Hizb (party) are triumphant (Surah Al-Ma’idah verse 56)
In another ayah, Allah speaks to you saying:

Committed Muslims shall not have the kafirs as their authority, their allies and those they reciprocate allegiance with or pay allegiance to, to the exclusion of the other committed Muslims (Surah Aal Imran verse 28)
In another ayah, and these are only samples of the many ayaat that drive home this point.

O you who are divinely secure in your commitment to Allah, don’t take or designate My enemy, (Allah is speaking) and your enemy as authorities and allies and sources of allegiance, you present yourselves to them cheerfully, you greet them with cheers, while they are kafirs in the Haqq that has been presented to you by Allah (Surah Al-Mumtahana verse 1)
For those who are willing to exhaust this issue to the end, there are many other ayaat in the Qur’an that speak about the issue of authority, alliance and allegiance in the life of committed Muslims, but in this context, at this time we would like to carefully delve into what is to some Muslims an issue that almost automatically triggers many centuries of traditions, stereotypes and inaccuracies- what we mean by this is the broad Muslim population. This week is the 1st week of the month of Muharram, the 1st month of the Muslim calendar. A very significant and very important event happened during this time a little less than 1,400 years ago, but the way Muslims have been treating this issue, they have been mutually defeating their own purposes. 
Let us- to begin with- say that for good reason, some Muslims decide to emotionally play up this issue in almost a total absence of the mind. Let us say that this is done in the context of those Muslims who almost speak without end about the mind, but when it comes to this particular issue, this mind is absent and the concentration of emotions and feelings are present. Then, there are other Muslims, who in their own way of understanding things, maybe they will say for good reason also, they prefer to place this whole issue out of sight and they don’t want to speak about it at all. Their excuses are, if we speak about this issue, it is going to generate dissention, disunity, bad feelings and what they will finally refer to as a fitnah. This has been going on for almost 14 centuries, but where has this whole issue remained? It has remained locked in the traditions that have grown out of these two approaches. With all humility, the two approaches are off course, neither one is right, because the details of this event can speak for themselves. All that is to be done is to present them and Muslims (whatever background they come from) should be aware of them and they should see with the light in their hearts and minds that almost all the problems that have come our way as Muslims from those years up until this very day can be attributed to Muslims- as people- being on one level and in one direction and those who are making decisions for them- their rulers- being at another level and almost in an opposite direction.
If, throughout 1,400 years of experience, hindsight and time to think and rethink- not to emotionalise and re-emotionalise, or not to be neutral and passive- what happened, why should the issue of authority be outside the boundaries of our common thoughts?- that’s the 1st issue that needs to be addressed with a determined mind. Why do they speak about many issues, but when it comes to the issue of authority, no-one wants to speak about it in a rational sense? They either want to be silent or emotionalise about it. This is not a time to be silent or emotionalising, this is a time to look at this issue with its merits. When we are speaking about this issue, we are speaking about how Al-Imam Al-Husein (radiallahu anhu) did not negotiate away the subject of authority in the context of his allegiance to Allah. How come everyone else happens to do that and everyone is giving an excuse?
When we objectively and rationally open up the books on this issue, the 1st thing we are going to find is conflicting information. As is the case with all other conflicting information, how do you deal with it? You put it in the context of the Qur’an and Sunnah- what Allah and His Prophet says, and with that yardstick, you measure what may be right and wrong. After you do that, you will realise that he was among the 1st of Allah’s and His Prophet's Ummah to take issue with those who began to usurp power. He didn’t do this as a politician, an opportunist or at the expense of his moral character- the way politicians behave nowadays. He did this with principle and conviction, and not by triggering the emotions of people around him. He did this when he wanted those who realised the truth with their mind and heart to proceed along this line. Why has it become, nowadays, difficult for some Muslims, especially those who are in positions to speak in public, (our respected Ulema, Scholars, shu’yukh, A’immah, khateebs, Hujatul Islam, Ayatullahs, Qadhis, Muftis and all of the rest), and challenging for them to break out of tradition and deal with this issue with its credits and merits. This issue is not as weak and defensive as to illicit some tears once a year. You designate 10 days or two weeks every year to pour out your emotions and flood the issue with your tears, and then what happened about what really took place?

If Allah is saying to us in His Holy words that our authority and network of allegiance should be Allah, His Prophet and the committed Muslims- you put this issue of confronting the 1st governmental deviation in Islamic history within Allah’s words. Allah’s Prophet says, governance shall be on the model of the Prophet for a time period; after that, governance among the Muslims shall turn into a Monarchy; then, after that will be a period in which Muslims will govern themselves or will be governed by a form of dictatorship; and then, after that the governance and decision making among Muslims will revert to a model similar to the Prophetic model. If Allah’s Prophet is saying this, we ask all the Muslims who agree to this hadith, (which they will not dispute nor disagree with), OK, let us take a look when did this begin. 

We have had 1,400 years, when was the 1st period of Islamic Governance modelled to coincide with the Prophetic model? The Prophet of Allah says, this model will continue for as long as Allah wills it to continue. We don’t ask anyone’s emotions- let’s put emotions aside; we don’t ask people who as of yet are still not stimulated to these facts, who, in other words, want to put these ayaat and hadiths of the Prophet on the side, because they don’t want to cause a fitnah or because a legitimate ruler is not here, you shall wait for him until the end of time- we don’t speak to these two attitudes that want to nullify the Qur’an and the Prophets hadiths when we speak about this issue. We speak to Muslims who are willing to use the brains, mind and the rational ability that Allah has endowed us with. We ask, if Allah is saying and giving us these ayaat to read, recite, understand and make sense of, and if the Prophet is further breaking down these ayaat and explaining them to us in a hadith, “Tell us, did the Prophetic model extend for 1,400 years?” If we still have the Prophetic model that rules today, then instead of having one Imam, leader, authority or highest office in the Muslim Ummah, how come we have 50 of them today- and they keep increasing? The more we run away from observing this fact, the more they keep increasing. If it was terminated some time in the past 1,400 years, when was the Prophetic model terminated? When did it come to an end and a monarchy took over after that?  We ask in the absence of indifference and emotionalism, in other words, in the absence of the traditions of Sunnis and Shi’is. We ask for your mind and heart to answer- when did the Prophetic model end? The best answer we can give to this- from what we know is- with the usurpation of power by Muawiyah and Yazid. Now, whoever for some reason cannot see this fact either doesn’t want to open his mind, or they are because of traditions prejudiced against it. Why can’t this become common information among Muslims?
Allah’s Prophet says whoever dies without an allegiance that he pays (of course, an allegiance is in the context of the Qur’an and the Sunnah) to Allah and His Prophet and the committed Muslims… 
We commonly identify Allah and His Messenger, but we can’t identify the committed Muslims, viz. those who haven’t lost sight of Muslims having a head, a leadership and a direction. Why are we having millions of Muslims dying and the issue of leadership, if it comes up- like it did a few months ago- it comes up in the American context- “Go out and vote.” For whom? Muslims are not telling you go out and vote for your Muslim leader or Imam, they are telling you and some of these Islamic organisations and associations, “Go out and vote for Bush who now is in the White House.” It doesn’t bother them at all, that Muslims should not vote for an Imam or give a bai’ah to an Imam!? They can explain that away. Some of them will tell you “Oh, wait a minute, if we begin to talk about this issue, we are inviting trouble because we will generate a fitnah”, and others will tell you “No, no, no, no, no. If you come and speak about this issue, you are pre-empting the facts of life, because there cannot be an Imam in the absence of the 12th Imam. You can’t have a leader.” Both of these are off the mark. Allah did not give us this responsibility of Islam to be afraid of some so-called fitnah, and Allah did not give us this responsibility of Islam to put it on hold until the end of time. What does Islam become without this central issue? The rituals and mechanics that we have been speaking about for so long! Little do unthinking and non-thinking Muslims realise, that throughout all of these khutbahs we have been speaking particularly about this issue, but because some of us don’t think if we don’t hear the word A’shura and Karbala, they say “Oh brother Muhammed, you know there was this week this very significant issue that happened. Why can’t you mention in the khutbah 1,000 times the word A’shura and Karbala?” They can’t understand the feeding themes, developments and the relevant issues that we have been speaking about for the past year which ties directly into this affair. This is what would have happened to me, if on this day we were not going to (A’udhubillah, we ask Allah’s refuge for using the word me, but rather a person in this position), if he doesn’t mention this issue in the emotional or direct sense- no-one can put one and one together and say “Brother Muhammed is actually speaking about this issue.” What has happened to us? We can’t even put one and one together! We have people now, who have voted for their leader- what was it? December-January-February-March, about four months ago, and this week, you will see them shedding crocodile tears on Imam Al-Husein. They have voted for Yazid and they will go and cry for Al-Imam Al-Husein. It’s too big for them, they have egos. Tell them come with the few Muslims who are praying in the street- who in a humble, brotherly and (maybe) in a remote sense can wish and hope that they are on this path of Shahaadah and sacrifice. Oh no, how do you do that- they tell you- this has lost its utility. Some of these people who voted for Bush say that we Muslims who are praying in the street- this whole affair has lost its utility. What was its utility? Are we using Jumu’ah prayers? Are we using our relationship with Allah for our own purposes? Why were you coming here to begin with? Was there some interest that you wanted to serve by faking your relationship with Allah or is this a matter of principle? The same people who massacred innocent Muslims at Karbala are the same people who threw Muslims out of the Masjid in Washington DC- are you fooled by names and location? How much do you understand of Karbala and A’shura? You can’t see these people- the kings and presidents in the area of the world which Allah has blessed by having His Prophets and Scripture concentrated there?  
They met, and what did they do? Today, we have a re-enactment of blood and bare hands that are opposed to tanks and the militaries of the enemies of Allah, His Prophet and the committed Muslims. If you can’t see Yazid because between you and him there is a distance of time, a pollution of information and a weakness of mind, can’t you see Sharon today? Sharon is Yazid to the power 10 or 100 and he is being protected by the normal average Yazids in the Arab countries! We have Palestinian children who are throwing stones at the powers that are- Allah’s enemies and the enemies of the committed Muslims and the Prophet. What did they do? They gave lip service. Do you think 1,400 years ago there was no lip service to the Prophet’s family? They probably gave lip service on one hand, and then they swung their swords with the other hand. That’s what they’re doing today. They give lip service to Islamic courses; to the course of these unarmed women, children and people in Palestine, but what do they do in fact? They come to the United States government and say “We can’t oppose you.” Then, they leak words, because they have connections with their own people in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Egypt and all over the place saying “Look, we can’t oppose the United States. As much as we want to sympathise and support the Palestinians, but we can’t oppose the United States.” By saying that, they are opposing Allah! They can oppose Allah and they can oppose the outnumbered and out-gunned Palestinians, but they can’t oppose the United States, and by extension the Israeli government. Why can’t they? What’s wrong with them? Haven’t you seen? Allah has produced for you proof and evidence that the Israelis are not invincible. The Israelis are not some type of super power. Brothers and sisters- you should see these Israeli settlers- In the past couple of days, and especially today- in Al-Khalil, one Palestinian sniper went beyond throwing stones. He had a rifle, and he began to take aim- remember, Al-Khalil, Hebron is a city of 150,000 Muslims and there are 400 yahudi settlers downtown- in the middle of this city. Imagine how brave they are- 400 of them living in a crowd of 150,000 Muslims?! Why? Because they know that they have Yazids on the outside that are protecting them. Of course, they don’t call them Yazid! But they’re confident that king so-and-so, and president so-and-so will not take issue with them; so who are they left to face off with… Ah these poor Palestinians. Who are these poor Palestinians throwing stones anyway, we have rifles, all sorts of bullets and ammunition to use against them. Then, this one sniper, one Palestinian takes his rifle and begins to shoot at them and then what happens? They go to the couple of cameras that are there, and they don’t want them to register this scene because they are afraid, even when they have soldiers among them. The settlers tell the soldiers “You are Nazis; go back to where you came from, you can’t even defend us.” All of this for what?- one sniper, one Palestinian who has a rifle to shoot at them. Imagine if we are determined to carry arms, will we still have this type of problem? Can we carry arms, if we have the mental difficulty at defining who is with us and who is against us with this type of information coming from these types of Masjids? They want us to continue to be confused so that we are not able to identify the personality that has stolen authority in our time and day. 
They don’t care if you define a historical figure 1,400 years ago. OK, you know who Yazid is, so what!? Muslims know who the Pharoah is, so what!? Muslims know who Abu Lahab is, so what!? But if you want to move that knowledge into this day and this time, then you’re a problem. That’s when they want to use their international system against us and employ for this purpose the turbans, amamas and aba’as in these Masjids, so that as this issue comes and goes, some of the “Sunnis” will make believe that this whole issue didn’t exist. Yes, they’ll make believe that one of the most significant events in Islamic history didn’t exist; they won’t speak about it; while the others will concentrate on what happened 1,400 ago and forget about the world that we are in, making it possible for them to go and vote for the Yazid and the Pharoah of our time- not only that, they will go and ask other Muslims to vote for them. 

We don’t know who is more to blame, because not only was Imam Al-Husein a victim of the usurpers of power in his time, but Karbala and A’shura have also become the victim of mindless or emotional Muslims. We need mindful Muslims to set the record straight- only common sense will tell you that and hopefully this example will demonstrate the point,   If Al-Imam Al-Husein took a valiant stand and heroic position during this week and this time and we, (those who call themselves Sunnis, we wish we could outgrow these labels), put this whole issue in the deep freeze and the others who call themselves Shi’is put the issue in the oven, and there’s no communication- there cannot be any communication if we cannot bring this issue to the normal temperature of communication. If you want to take something out of the freezer, you can’t throw it into the oven, and if you want to take something out of the oven, you can’t put it immediately into the freezer, it’s going to be damaged. You have to cool the subject that is being put in the oven, and you have to thaw the subject that is being put in the freezer. We cannot see a simple fact?! We can see the simple fact in the kitchen when we have something that is on the stove, or freezer. You know that you don’t take it immediately from one place and put it in the other, but we can’t see this when it comes to a subject or a theme like this?! We all fail because we don’t use our mind to understand Allah and His Prophet.
Committed Muslims…

If someone was to say to you that we have enemies who don’t think in terms of fairness and justice; they are vicious, malicious and have no 2nd thought about spilling innocent Muslim blood. What do you do with an enemy like this, who need no historical reference?  We don’t need to go to books of history to dig up the characters who live with us now and here. A war criminal comes to Washington, if you were to listen to what the officials of this administration say, (those who got Muslim votes- remember, we are told that 70-to-75% of the Muslims voted for this president), and they go to AIPAC and yahudi conferences and make statements. There’s also word beneath the grapevine that this war criminal went with a OK, meaning the United States will endorse military activity by the Israeli zionist state against Muslims in Lebanon. This is the type of information that is beginning to leak, and we ask these people who have been busying themselves and misleading the Muslims by what they call their “Muslim lobby” here in the United States, what benefit has come out of their lobbying or will come out of it? What have they done? What are they doing or what will they do when a war like that flares up? If we trace and trail them, we know it is so, because they are incapable of sorting out their own internal affairs- they’re not able to say, “really- there’s no distinction between Sharon, Bush and Fahd for that matter.” Come-on, be courageous enough to add Fahd to the list. You have the Qur’an and the Prophet, if you think of what Allah and His Prophet is telling you, you can add all of these other illegal usurping rulers to the list. How many more of us have to be killed? How much more bloodshed, mayhem and wars have to be imposed on us for us to see the truth? If you have 1,400 years of gobbled information, look at the facts that are around us today.
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