	THE STREET MIMBAR 

JUM’AH KHUTBAH (6 March 2009)
webpage: www.geocities.com/khutbahs
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/the_street_mimbar/
PLEASE e-mail Suggestions & Criticisms to khutbahs@yahoo.com
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ayyuhal Mu’minun, Committed Muslims…

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (19-02-1999)
THE EARLY WAHY

Muslims are always growing up, because we are located where Allah wants us to be i.e. our minds and hearts are with Allah’s words, guidance and the Prophets practical example and our work and labor in the reality of life with all its variances around- we continue to grow and mature and as we do so, (in this manner), we take a look at those who have denied themselves this growth and maturity; and they are at an abundant lot, there are plenty of them. Let us take a thoughtful reconsideration of some of the areas that display a lack of mental growth and experiential maturity. We and the bulk of the majority of Muslims have something like the 6th image of the initiation of Islam and the Qur’an to Allah’s Prophet. Simplistically or immaturely there was contact between the arch-Angel Jibreel alaih salaam and the Prophet, and from there ayaat descended upon the Prophet throughout the course of the coming couple of decades and a few years. One of the 1st ayaat, (if not the 1st ayah), that the Prophet listened to is one of the areas that we almost immaturely listen to; but before this ayah was revealed from on high, there was a moment that is a breath taking moment, Jibreel appears to the Prophet and he says to him you are Muhammad and I am Jibreel I have come to transmit to you the message of Allah. This obviously was going to mean that a significant/radical change was going to take place that the Prophet understood, if not in its details, then in the general meaning of this message. And he goes home to his wife, and then these details, (which are still not thought of very well in our mind and as we will explain to you will indicate how much condition has its influence on the way we perceive such critical things and such historical defining events which give course to history. When he goes home and tells his wife Khadijah radi Allahu anha of this event and he more-or-less takes a human break from the divine responsibility that he has just sensed. Then, what does Khadijah, in a position of a responsible wife do? She knows the character of her husband i.e. he doesn’t lie or play any psychological tricks; he speaks his heart and his mind at the same time; the 1st thing that comes to her mind is to go to the person that she thought would be most knowledgeable on this subject. She goes to her cousin Waraqa ibn Naufal- a learned elder in that society who didn’t belong to the religion or traditions of that society; he was of the Christian faith. As a Muslim, especially if you have a build up of traditional information on your mind, one of the 1st questions that should come to your mind is that the Prophet’s wife, the mother of his living children had a cousin who was a Christian and she thought of him so highly and so respectfully that when the most important news came into her life, i.e. the Prophet coming from Hira’ and telling her what he had experienced, she goes to a Christian. To the traditional Muslim, that would mean that they are in a defensive position! What’s so defensive about this? Christianity was not as corrupted, adulterated and polluted as it is today. He was a Christian in more-or-less the righteous meaning of the word, and the Prophet’s 1st wife and mother of his only children goes to a Christian. We say this in anticipation of the coming few weeks when Christians will be in another religious season of the year they will be celebrating, (in whatever way), Easter. Why should any Muslim think defensively or nervously when Christians are mentioned, especially the Christians of nowadays who have gone off course. We have enough confidence and knowledge in what Allah has given us to take a comfortable and confident position towards them. When the Prophet was 12 years old on a journey to the North i.e. Bilaad Ash Shaam, he encountered another Monk, a Christian called Bahira. Why should any Muslim feel any negative feelings about these particulars in history? But somehow somewhere throughout time something sank into the Muslim mind and psyche to take a non-confident position towards those who say that they are Christians when theologically speaking nowadays they have nothing to go on. Allah has given us His words and His responsibilities and we should ask “what’s there to feel nervous about this?” There is nothing nervous/apologetic/defensive about. Then, one of the 1st ayaat to be revealed to the Prophet, and compare the meaning of this ayah
Oh you who are enwrapped or enshrouded (Surah Al Mudaththir verse 1)

Whether it is in the garment that you have on or the nature of the isolation of the Arabian Peninsula at that time- there’s no contradiction in meaning here; which will indicate to us also the weakness of thought. If someone wants to give a particular meaning to an ayah and someone else wants to enhance this meaning, some conventional Muslim mind begin to think there is an incompatibility about the meaning- there is none, they compliment each other. Whether he is in himself in the physical sense or in himself in the social sense, what’s the contradiction? 
Take a public and social position… (Surah Al Mudaththir verse 2)
That’s the meaning of qum; it doesn’t mean a simple stand up. The Prophet was standing up all the time; he wasn’t cripple or handicap for Allah to tell him to stand up. It means to take a public and a social stand. And then what? Remember these are one of the 1st ayaat that came to him and said 
… you have some critical news to publicize. (Surah Al Mudaththir verse 2)
But you and I know that the Prophet of Allah is described by the words of the Qur’an as a Mubashshir and a Nadheer 
Oh Prophet, we have sent you as a person who bears witness and communicates the good and the critical information (about the world and about the coming one about peace and about justice about Mu’mins and about Mushriks). (Surah Al Ahzaab verse 45)
If the Qur’an was agreeable to the public impression that we have today, it would have said Yaa Ayyuhal Mudaththir; Qum fa Bashshir. That’s what the public mind has today in itself i.e. that this message of Islam is a message of glad tidings- and it is, but Allah did not say to the Prophet communicate the good news to the people around. He said communicate the critical or the bad news, because everybody’s willing to listen to something good. If you are going to tell them “somehow you will be going to paradise” and you come to them and shake hands with them and you don’t let your hands leave theirs (or) you pat them on the shoulders (or) hug them (or) you may even rub them on their beards or tug a little on their thaub- this was not the approach of the Prophet. Allah didn’t say to His beloved one Qum fa bashshir, He said Qum fa Andhir. The Prophet was in the middle of human beings, a human society and a human condition, just like we are; we’re in the middle of human beings, human societies, human conditions and circumstances- we share the same things and we all say “we follow in the footsteps of the Prophet,” but when Allah is presenting to us this ayah with these meanings and selection of words, He expect us to listen, understand and foremost to do and implement what we have understood. We all say “we are the followers of Muhammad,” (but), what we say is one thing and what we do is another thing almost incompatible altogether. After this communication that came to the Prophet and after Khadijah, his wife, went to Waraqah ibn Naufal and was assured, (after he took a couple of hours reviewing his information, book and knowledge), he came to her and said if what you are telling me is the truth then what came to him is An Naamut Al Akbar or something like the great spirit and he will be persecuted by his own people the way Musa was persecuted because Musa was also been approached by An Naamut Al Akbar and Waraqah who is a Christian, (underline this in your mind), i.e. that the person who gave confidence to the Prophet’s wife Khadijah was a Christian; and remember, while you’re thinking of that, that he wasn’t the type of Christian that was undermined by European history i.e. a Christianity that came afterwards that was racialized, Imperialized and nationalized. This person had no racialism, nationalism nor Imperialism in him. He says to her indeed he is the Prophet of this ummah. After the Prophet heard this, what did he do? Did he isolate himself from the people? Immediately when he heard these words from Allah he went to the Ka’bah that is the place in all of the Arabian Peninsula where there’s the most concentration of people at any time at any day. People would come from all around because of the traditional significance of the Ka’bah. They would come for religious, financial, economic, mercantile, literary or, (what we call), intellectual reasons- it was a magnet for people and when the Prophet heard these 1st words from Allah, he went to where the people were. He didn’t have the 23 years of the Qur’an that we have from Surah Al Faatiha till Surah Al Muawwadatayn- these were not in the possession of the Prophet; he only had a few ayaat from Allah and he went to the hub of society and he would tell them from that time on
Conform to Allah in everything you do.

Not only is ibadah worship! “Worship Allah” is a destruction of the meaning. Conform to Allah in your rituals, inter-personal relation, family life, trade, profession and in whatever you do
Conform to Allah, you have no other Authority and Deity besides Him.
And it so happened after going to the Ka’bah for a few times, he sees Waraqah ibn Naufal again and he tells him of the message that he receives from Allah. What does Waraqah (a Christian- a Christian that hasn’t be polluted by the history of Europe (and) whose theology was not one of the trinity that is dominant today) tell him? He tells him you are going to be persecuted, accused of telling lies, to be expelled from where you are and you are going to endure a war imposed on you. Are these words of some Christian who have separated Church from state? These are words of a person who observes the undiluted and unpolluted meanings of Christianity (and) who understood Allah’s message; the way Christians are supposed to understand it, not the way the Europeans defined it. For those of you who know Arabic he was saying this with the strongest use of language and the strongest emphasis on words the laam at the beginning of the word and the nun al muaqqidah at the end of the word. People who have today’s traditional understanding of Islam who don’t want to take the Nadhir personality of the Prophet- all they have is rosy information, good news; there’s nothing that defies evil in life, when the 1st instruction came from Heaven to Earth to the Prophet to expose and oppose the forces of evil at least by saying the truth about them. Now, you who say “you are in the footsteps of the Prophet, that he is your example, role model or prototype”- you hear these kinds of notions and you confess to that and then you are not able to do what the Prophet did only in the verbal sense, are you courageous and brave enough to take a public and social stand against the Munkar that is prevalent in the world? If you have that courage then you have joined the Prophet in the 1st step of communicating this word of Allah; if you don’t have that courage, then there is a dichotomy in what you say and what you do. You claim to be following the Prophet but your behavior proves that you are not following the Prophet; and the long-and-short of it is that this is the crisis of the Muslims nowadays who say one thing and they act out almost the opposite. Why? Because Muslims have a mentality and psychology of a rush to power. They want, (number 1), things to be done immediately and quickly, and this is human nature, and then on the other hand they don’t want to be patient about this whole affair. And at the end of this sequence of ayaat Allah says

And to your Sustainer- endure. (Surah Al Mudaththir verse 7)

Have patience! Where’s this gone? Allah is not an issue that we can toy around with. Allah is supposed to be assimilated into our hearts and characters so that we prove to Him and to ourselves that we deserve Him. When our ultimate victory comes, it’s not going to be beamed by CNN, CBS, NBC, the BBC and the rest of these more-or-less anti Allah mouth pieces. No! When the Prophet received this message from Allah he was confident and sure of Allah. The people around him were the weakest people in society. His wife who 1st accepted him was a woman. Women are characteristically, (at that time and even up until now, with all this talk about women’s rights, they are still a victim of the power structure in society), Khadijah was no exception in the society that she was in. Then, a lad; a 10 year old cousin of his, Ali radi Allahu anhu, willingly accepted this responsibility. What today’s public mind would refer to as a kid. A woman! A kid! And then there was Zaid ibn Haritha radi Allahu anhu who was later called Zaid ibn Muhammad and then when the ayah came, it was readjusted. In those days and the society of that time he was a slave. A female, a child and a slave- we’re using the power terms that indicate where our minds are today. Then, there was another individual who you probably can’t remember because the power structure throughout 1,400 years has eliminated her from the scene. Her name is Umm Ayman Al Habashiyyah radi Allahu anha- the mother of Ayman the Ethiopian. She was with the Prophet (and) from the household of the Prophet’s father when he was born. Why? Because, once again, in today’s society she was the collection of all of these characteristics of powerlessness and weakness. She was a woman, black and a slave. And because of the pile up of traditions, our Muslim minds today don’t even have her in our minds. 
This critical information that the Prophet was instructed to communicate were to those who were around him first- the family or tribal atmosphere at that time that he was in. 
He had an uncle- Abu Lahab; this was the Prophet’s uncle, but because the Prophet was critical, his uncle disavowed him and was at war against him. The other area that your mind cannot pick up in this Islamic history is when his nephew, Muhammad was born Abu Lahab freed one of his maids in his home because of the good news that Muhammad, his nephew, was born. Abu Lahab married off two of his sons to two of the Prophet’s daughters- Utbah and Usayma the two sons of Abu Lahab were engaged to two of the Prophet daughters, but when the Prophet was communicating the news of justice, equality and the evil structure around this uncle of his became an avowed enemy of his who is condemned in one of the Surahs of the Qur’an that the Muslims recite until the end of time. We said that we mature and grow up when we live the details of the Prophet. The next time he is mentioned think twice about your character and think hard when you say “you are following him” because the facts around dispute that many of us are following him the way he was instructed by Allah. If we do follow him and we find the presence of Allah in our life, Allah will not forsake us. Sometimes it is nature for us to think that Allah is far away from us, but as long as we continue enduringly, patiently and strategically to work for Him and be with Him, He will work for us and He will be with us, and the comforting words of the Prophet’s wife to him were that Allah will not forsake you, Allah will not abandon you because of the high character that you possess. He was not a mad man; even though when he was in the Ka’bah he was accused and told what’s wrong with you Muhammad? Have you gone mad? Who among us is drawing this kind of comment?! What’s wrong with you Abdur Rahman or Mustafa or Ali or Abdullah or Ahmad? You have gone mad. When was the last time you heard that? The Prophet used to hear it always, and if you’re not hearing it always reconsider your character and reformulate it in the image of Muhammad.

Brothers and sisters committed Muslims…

As is the case and should be in the khutbah this time of the week, there are issues that have arisen in these past days to attention testing levels. Almost everyone who is trying to think of the destiny of the Muslim has heard about what happened to the Kurds. As Muslims the Prophet said we are a brotherhood. We are brothers in the Masjid, at home, in the work place, in the park, in cities and in countries- we are brothers wherever we are. If that is the case why have a people among the Muslims, (and they are not the only people but because they have come to our attention), feel that they are aggrieved by Muslims? That’s how they feel. This is not the time to judge their feelings, let alone having them feel that way towards Arabians, Turks or Persians, (but) this indicates to us that there is a historical revenge at work. Almost 900 years ago, Jerusalem, Al Quds/Palestine/Al Ard Al Muqaddasa was cleansed from the forces of tyranny, occupation, usurpation and injustice by a commander who happened to be from these types of people- a Kurd. Kurd in what? In language (but) Muslim in character. They say “Europe is secular; religion no longer figures into their decisions.” If that is the case then why did the French commander after World War One, when he went to Damascus go immediately to Salahudin’s grave- this Kurd commander of 900 years ago who liberated Palestine- and kicks the mausoleum and says “today, Salahudin, the crusades have come to an end.” As we have foreign tyranny, Imperialism and Zionism who have denied Muslims their freedom and rights in the Holy Land, we have governments and administrations who have denied the Kurds their freedom and rights in their land on an equal par. That is how extensive governments have left their impacts on our lives when we have abandoned the impact that the Prophet had on our lives. This is not any propagation of any nation state, the Kurds included. Muslims know nothing called nationalism, racism or sectarianism- these are intruding forces in our midst and the right resolution to it all is an Islamic solution that begins in the heart and at home and then it extends into the other parts of the world. People who have been visited by oppression and injustice i.e. Palestinians, Kurds, Balkan Muslims, Kashmiri Muslims and others have a God-given right to fight for their freedom and their right. 
Permission to fight has been to those who have been aggressed upon because they have been denied their freedom and right… (Surah Al Hajj verse 39)

This is not an issue that is limited to the population of that area geographically called Kurdistan but is a larger issue that has to do with all of us Muslims in coming to terms with who we are- as individuals and rulers. For all of this, we need and we seek Allah’s guidance and words of wisdom; we do so in our engagement, involvement, commitment and conviction; we don’t do so by wishful thinking and fancy words; we do so when we sweat and bleed; we don’t do so in comfortable armchairs and offices and at this time we direct ourselves towards Allah and ask Him.              
This khutbah was presented by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 19 February 1999 on the sidewalk of Embassy Road in Washington D.C. The Imam previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking, and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under seige.
