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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shara Al Mu’mineen…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (23-01-2009)
GHAZZAH – WHERE TO FROM HERE?!
Now that the emotional heightened condition of the Muslims is beginning to recede- as is the case most often following the dastardly, cowardly and savage attacks by Allah’s enemies, the enemies of His Prophet, committed Muslims and humanity- now is the time to put together the mental pieces in the calmness after the storm. We saw how the Muslims were assaulted, (it could have been any Muslim, it’s just a geographical mistake that we are thousand of miles away), it could have been any one of us who lived through the hell and the blood-letting that characterized over three weeks of the Israeli Zionist military assault with disproportionate fire power against those who have been caged and imprisoned in Ghazzah for almost three years since the Muslims were elected by their own people to run the affairs of that territory. Many Muslims don’t like to speak when the time for them to speak comes; they don’t want to tell you and me the truth of the magnitude and range of meanings of what went into the 22 days of unletting attacks on a civilian population. We will begin by saying with guidance from Allah… This lesson is taken from the 1st assault on the Muslims in Al Medinah by the Quraish in Makkah and the Mushrikeen of Arabia. Allah says in Surah Al Anfaal 
Don’t have those who are in denial of Allah’s power and authority them think that they have won this race or don’t you the committed Muslims think for a moment that these kafirs are ahead… (Surah Al Anfaal verse 59)
With all certainty, you who are reading and communicating with Allah should know through these Qur’anic words 
… for certain they are incapable. (Surah Al Anfaal verse 59)
For some people, it is hard and so difficult to understand what Allah is saying. They hear these clear words from Allah, (the meanings are clear), but they take these words and meanings and then they take the real world (with) bombs coming down, lives being shattered, fires from the skies, missiles from the seas, tanks from land and a military moving in and then destroying the physical aspects of that society and then they say or conclude that “this is an awesome force;” i.e. this power that is wreaking this havoc cannot be opposed. That is not what Allah is saying. Your impressions, processing of this information and watching of these events comes out with the wrong conclusion! That’s not how you should be thinking! The best individuals that demonstrate these facts and conclusions are those ruling us. To them Allah’s words are remote. “What are you talking about?” Look at who and what we are. Who are we going to listen to? Who are you going to agree with? Don’t let your mind take you on a mental endorsement of what Allah is saying because every Muslim in his right mind does not take issue with what Allah is saying, but more to the point is how you behave. Do you behave according to the projections, diagnostics, insights and the secret information, (as it were), that is revealed to you by Allah? Does your behavior comply with that or is your behavior one that is subjected to the theatrics and the 1st impressions that come to you from the status quo? Where are you in all of this? This ayah came to speak to the forces that came from Makkah to the committed Muslims of Al Medinah and their leadership because they wanted to destroy it; because they looked around and figured out “now the Muslims who just a few years were persecuted in Makkah are now a power so they’re going to have to defeat this power and they are going to have to make out of this defeat a resounding victory for them to make everyone think twice before approaching this Islamic power base in Medinah.” These details are exactly what the Israeli/Imperialist combination of power were meant to do with the Muslims in Ghazzah. This Foreign Minister of the Zionist entity who went to Paris just a week or so says that, (of course we are rewording her, but giving you the meanings of what she said), “this is not an attack against HAMAS per se, it’s an attack against Islamic fundamentalists wherever they are and it is a 1st step to recovering the lost territory lost to them.” They begin to realize that socially they’ve lost control over Muslims and mentally they are losing control over the populations in Muslim countries (so) the only thing left for them is the military option. They said “OK- if we’re beginning to lose these Muslim peoples because of this Islamic program that has been gaining popularity and momentum and progressing incrementally throughout these years at our expense…” (See, Muslims now are beginning to see through the layers and the accumulation of lies, distortions and fabrications throughout all of these years), so their solution to all of this is to use their military hardware and weapons of destruction to try not only to set the Muslims back, but to eradicate this Islam and they chose to do that by targeting HAMAS in Ghazzah. They had a meeting of experts from all corners of the world in Tel Aviv two or three months ago; they descended upon the Zionist capital to discuss and find ways and means against what they called Islamic fundamentalism, and after they solicited the brains of the world on the subject and the information went to their political establishment, it found the final decision was made by their Zionist military command to do what we saw in these 22 days. We hope and orient ourselves to Allah that this campaign of theirs- as damaging physically as it was- was constructive in the physical and mental sense of the word. They didn’t take away from our determination; they did not behead HAMAS. They had the green light from the rulers in Muslim capitals telling them “you are fighting on our behalf.” Remember, all of these details and day-to-day developments are available to us for us to place in light of what Allah is instructing us to do.

Don’t let these combination of forces that are deniers of Allah’s power and authority in Makkah 14 centuries ago and today, as well as their Zionist affiliates and Zionist and Imperialists supporters 1,400 years ago and today think they are ahead in this race… (Surah Al Anfaal verse 59)
Don’t you think that they are ahead in this race! 

… they are incapable of achieving the results that they are setting out to achieve. Surah Al Anfaal verse 59)
This is what Allah is saying and this how that we be reading and combining the meanings of the Qur’an with the developments of our day. Then, the ayah goes on and Allah says 
And muster/rally/obtain/accumulate/prepare/procure everything in your capability in terms of arms, forces and war monks; by doing so, you will terrify the enemies of Allah who are your enemies… (Surah Al Anfaal verse 60)
These words came to the vulnerable and exposed Muslims of Al Medinah. There’s nothing much that they had; they couldn’t go out in military parades and celebrate their might; they could not brag about a military power that they had that was on par with the superpowers of the time; they had none of that, as a matter of fact, they were described by Allah’s words 
Allah gave you victory at Badr when you were a humiliated assembly of people… (Surah verse )
If we don’t appear on the radar and in the think-tanks of those who calibrate power in the physical sense and definition of the word, that doesn’t mean that we don’t exist and we cannot be effective and thus victorious. OK- we take this ayah and we want to understand it in light of the societies and people of that time and the societies and peoples of this time. The Muslims did all they could to obtain the weaponry and weapon systems that they were able to do at that time. Allah is not going to ask them to do more then they are capable of doing.

Allah doesn’t burden a soul or individual except according to the capacity and tolerance level of that individual… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 286)
The same can be said today, Allah expects us to husband/marshal/rally/tally as much weapons and weapon systems as we as able to do; the question here is who is doing this? Who is trying to put weapons and weapon systems that are not depended on the enemy? The lesson of bloodshed in those 22 days of carnage and genocidal policies should bring this question home! Who in the world of Muslims is trying to procure and produce the weapons that are necessary to fight these vicious enemies who are in our lands and countries with their military bases? When you scan the Muslims from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean- you look at all of these “Muslim” governments, establishments and decision makers, who are the ones who are procuring and manufacturing weapons that belong to them? It certainly is not the governments in Arabia! None of them throughout all of these years are able to manufacture revolvers- just pistols! They can’t even make those! You would think these types of governments learn from the continuous and seasonal wars that have been erupting in their neighborhood on their borders, but if they can’t produce or manufacture their military hardware independent of the governments and the Imperialism and Zionism, then you would think is this Qur’an speaking to them?! Think about just for a minute- not only are these rulers that we have guilty of participating behind the scenes in this war against innocent Muslims who have been caged for three years in a 150 square mile prison called Ghazzah, but they are also guilty of not being able to provide their own peoples and populations with a military industrial base which they are required to do if they are listening to Allah. Are they doing that? The obvious answer to that is “no, they are not doing that!” So, if they can’t build a military industry for the Muslims and on the other hand they are incapable of leading the Muslims in their salah… Scan this same area- the same people who fail and are not able to build an Islamic military industrial base are not even capable of giving khutbahs on Fridays! What are they good for? How come they still rule? Some Muslim inferiors- those who are skillful at contriving apologies- quote this long hadith (that we have quoted many times in the past) that we cannot take issue with them as long as they are responsible for iqamat is salah. (They have to) prove to us that they are responsible for iqamat is salah when they cannot follow the instructions of the Qur’an and build what is required for our survival and explain to us their iqamat is salah when they are incapable of leading as salah in the Masaajid throughout Muslim lands and countries! Do you see them doing that? But when you do scan this same area, you do find that there are Muslims who are building a military capability that is independent from the world powers. Where are these Muslims? You’ll find these Muslims in the Islamic order in Iran, you will find these Muslims trying their best in places like Lebanon and like to whichever degree that is possible in Occupied Palestine and this is what’s driving these hostile forces nuts. How can this be? They’re beginning to show fear, panic and anxiety and that’s how they should behave because the ayah tells us that’s the way they are going to behave.

… you will terrify Allah’s enemies who are your enemies… (Surah Al Anfaal verse 60)
That’s why they begin to speak about some Muslims who are acquiring nuclear technology. They give us conflicting signals on how they feel about nuclear technology that has been acquired by one of their client governments (i.e.) the one that’s in Pakistan but what we are sure of is that they see the wave of the future and the coming generations of Muslims in Pakistan who will eventually be in control- independent of them- of this nuclear technology that they have and you can expect in the coming years that these kaafirs will move heaven and hell to try and impede a coming generation of Muslims in that country from acquiring the war monks and the means of force and power that does not respond or answer to them in Washington and Tel Aviv. Muslims should be proud that when they embark on their self generating and independent war industry programs that the kaafirs are turning scared, fearful and terrified because of that. 

… this way of panic and anxiety shall go beyond those who are the upfront/obvious enemies of Allah and the committed Muslims and there are still others that are hiding behind the scenes who are also terrified… (Surah Al Anfaal verse 60)
They are not shaking and shivering in front of the cameras, but they are shaking and shivering behind their closed doors and in their secret meetings. This way of terrifying these enemies goes that deep and now it is exposing these superficial Muslims who are beginning to express their own panic and anxiety. 

At the end of the ayah, this military industry that we are talking about it needs money, resources and finances and Allah here is speaking to us- come on lets think. The time of listening with our emotions is gone, now is the time to think with our rational self. If Allah expects us to build a military industry that doesn’t rely on anything from these hostile forces, we’re going to need the money to do that.

…whatever you spend of anything you shall be compensated of it and you shall not be wronged in any way. (Surah Al Anfaal verse 60)
Here, Allah is drawing our attention to the wealth and the money that we have. We are not poor. In the latest financial fiasco in the last several months, officials from the Arabian Peninsula and Gulf confessed that this financial problem in the world has cost them the loss of, (we don’t know if this is accurate, this is what they are saying), two-and-a-half trillion dollars. Money that used to or supposed to belong to the Muslims- they are the ones who have stolen this wealth and now after stealing it they lose it! Money can buy everything; you know what money can do! It can buy the best scientists from all around the world. If they had the brains and had the dedication to Allah, they would have set aside two-and-a-half-trillion dollars for building an Islamic military industrial base, but no, they prefer to go to Washington, London and these other capitals and sign on the dotted line for contracts of weapons and these are not one of the most recent weapons, these are the last generation of weapons or the generation before that- it all comes from our resources and budgets. When you place this money on this course, Allah is going to compensate you, but when you have burnt two-and-a-half-trillion dollars, what compensation are you going to get? What acknowledgement do you have? It’s enough taking advantage of sleeping Muslims on Friday; how long is this going to go on? Where do these people go for their salah? Where do they congregate? Are Muslims dead? What belongs to us is no longer ours! They kill us with their militaries, they rob us with their client regimes and at the end of all of this we are not supposed to think back! That’s how they want us, they don’t want us to think back! They don’t want us to begin to explore the possibilities of pooling our resources close together (and) uniting against this common front of Zionists and Imperialist of this world. They want to take the words Zionists and Imperialists out of our Islamic discussions, khutbahs and discourses and they’ve been doing this for so long. They tell us- and we are supposed to accept all of this- “oh Muslims, you have to be moral Muslims.” How moral do they want us to be when our blood is spilling?! Intellectually they have decapitated us! Physically they have dismembered us! Spiritually they have intoxicated us and after all of this you want us to be as moral as to submit to your aggression, occupation and expansion?! If we could only read what Allah is telling us when we are looking at the hard facts of life.

Brother and sisters, committed Muslim…

Allah tells us 
…innocent glory and pride belong to Allah and His Prophet and the committed Muslims…

We don’t belong where we are- this is the most serious dislocation in our history. When Allah expects us to be at one level- lofty as it is- and we find ourselves at another opposite level- as debased as it is. One of the contributing problems to this is that we have a network of governments who have been fooling us on Fridays, religious occasions and during the Hajj and Umrah. They go on fooling us as we go on accepting to be fooled. We thank Allah. Imagine how robust an Islamic psychology is, (that) regardless of all the bleeding in our body (and) regardless of all the dislocations that have taken place, we still are thankful to Allah above and beyond the inflictions that we endure; and not only that, we are thankful that we can see and identify the major problem that has been weighing so heavily on our lives and existence. Just yesterday, the previous Ambassador, (that was here quite briefly compared to his predecessor Prince Turki), says in the Financial Times that “the United States has gone too far in its support of the Zionists.” Oh! Now that he’s feeling the heat he says “the United States has gone too far.” Hasn’t he gone too far in dumbing down the Muslims?! That’s where you’ve gone too far! The United States and the Zionists are acting as they should act- we don’t expect anything else from them, but we don’t expect those who call themselves “the protectors and the custodians of the two Harams” to behave this way. Now you feel the threat that is coming your way from an Islamic public opinion that can no longer tolerate your second fiddle position with our superior and master kaafirs in Tel Aviv and Washington! Then, we have a silver lining to some of these events in this past month. The Islamic opposition in Syria, (most of which takes its queue from the Saudi Royals), decided to suspend their opposition to the regime in Damascus. They had their own explanations and justifications for doing that in some saying that “they don’t want to damage the cause their brethren are having in HAMAS and the Islamic oriented in Palestine.” If the Muslims are going to prioritize the liberation of Palestine, they have to know that parallel with that goes the liberation of Makkah and Al Medinah. King Abdullah of Arabia receives a letter from the President of Islamic Iran saying that “you should be more helpful and more forthcoming towards the victims in Ghazzah.” Just today, one of the well recognized scholars in the world gives a khutbah in Ad Doha, Ash Sheikh Yusuf Al Qardawi, and he berates and attacks Arab rulers without naming them. (Can’t) you see- we are still incapable of placing names on definitions, but still, this is a step in the right direction and we hope and pray that there is more vitality, resistance and confrontations with those who steal the Holies of Holies in Arabia and in Palestine so that we can dispose of them in the garbage can of history.
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 23 January 2009. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were inspiring, revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, his family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
