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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shara Al Mu’mineen…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (26-03-1999)
HAJJ
These days, Muslims have come from far and near to the Holy precincts of Makkah and Al Medinah to observe the rituals of the Hajj, but they have done so in a mindless and (we dare say) spiritless manner. Compare what Allah says with the behaviour of those who go to the holy sites in Makkah and Al Medinah. The words are clear and straight forward in their meaning.
And make public the call among people to come to Hajj... (Surah Hajj verse 27)
Is this what Muslims really do? This call of coming to the Hajj is a required one to be delivered to all people, not to a segment to Muslims here and there; this is an open call for everyone to come to the Hajj. This is a scary scenario because there are well thought out plans of limiting the number of Muslims who go to Hajj. Imagine if we were to place the call of going to Hajj in the context of peoples of the world? They talk about the absorption capacity of Makkah and Al Medinah (and that) “it’s impossible to have several million, not to speak of tens of millions of people being in Makkah; (and) now you want to open this call to Hajj to all people of the world?!” It’s not you and I who determine that; it is Allah who determines that. Allah is not short on His choice of words
Say: I seek refuge in the Sustainer of Mankind… (Surah An Naas verse 1)

You and I know an naas to be the species of humans on planet Earth; is anyone saying Qul a’udhu bi Rabbil Muslimeen, Malikil Muslimeem, Ilahil Muslimeen?! Has anyone reduced the word an naas to become only Al Muslimeen as is practiced today on this occasion of Hajj i.e. as if Allah is saying Wa Addhin fil Muslimeen bil Hajj. The words are clear

And make public the call among people to come to Hajj... (Surah Hajj verse 27)

This will frighten those who are responsible for today’s planning and organization of the Hajj. This is a nightmare for those who are the administrators of Makkah and Al Medinah (who’d say) “you mean to tell us that Allah has a global invitation for people to come to Makkah and Al Medinah?!” We only mean to tell you what the Qur’an, Allah’s eternal words are saying! If they assume the responsibilities of devoting themselves to Allah and accepting the rituals of Hajj, no one can tell them “you can’t come to Hajj!” But this is diametrically opposed to their policies of even thinning out the numbers of Muslims who go to the Hajj. How many times do we hear this ayah and how many times is this ayah recited to us, but how many are mindful of its meanings, and further yet, its implications? 

… when this call to the annual assembly takes place, people will respond coming from remote distances of the Earth and far away lands… (Al Hajj verse 27)

How will they come?

… they’ll come walking, riding… (Al Hajj verse 27)

They’ll come in vehicles and by all means of transportation. When you read and think about the meanings of this ayah, you would visualize highways from all paths of the earth; major thorough ways- 16 and 20 lanes- from the North, East, South and West all converging on Makkah because this is the force that is embedded in the Muslims to go to Makkah. We don’t have that?! We barely have four lane roads or at the best six lanes leading into Makkah! What have we done? Are we not responsible for this miserable state of affairs that Makkah is in? When Allah is saying 
… they come from every distant crevice of plane Earth... (Al Hajj verse 27)
So, there should be routes from every direction that facilitate this movement onto Makkah- that’s not the case, once again. In the 1st instance, they don’t want this to be an open invitation to the rest of the people of the world; they don’t even want this to be an open invitation to the rest of the Muslims in the world. There are inhibitions, restrictions, limitations, terms and conditions placed on Muslims that the words 

And make public the call among people to come to Hajj... (Surah Hajj verse 27)

Have been reduced to call upon those who are privileged or the elites who can make it to make it to Hajj! They restricted the flow of people to Hajj in that respect. They turn around and restrict the flow to Hajj by cutting it off transportation wise, from the rest of the world! You (can) ask yourself why isn’t there a major airport outside of Makkah or at a close distance from Makkah? Why isn’t there a main route that links Makkah with a major sea port on the Red Sea? Why isn’t there major highways leading to Makkah from different directions? None of this exist! Allah is saying it should exist because people want to flow into Makkah at this time from everywhere in the world but they have other plans. Allah has His plan and they have counter plans to Allah. Think of what you recite and read in the Qur’an; think of what Allah is telling us

… and even on the most vulnerable means or weakest forms of transportation … (Al Hajj verse 27)
OK- we see how Allah is opening up the avenues to Makkah in the meanings of this ayah and we see how the administrators in Arabia are closing and blocking the avenues to Makkah as far as their policies and restrictions are active in our lives today. 

And make public the call among people to come to Hajj, and when this call to the annual assembly takes place, people will respond- they’ll come walking, riding on the most vulnerable means or weakest forms of transportation- coming from remote distances of the Earth and far away lands (Al Hajj verse 27)
For what reason?

So that they may witness, watch or observe what benefits them… (Surah Hajj verse 28)

When these people from the different continents of the world converge into that area of Makkah, they anticipate to be witnesses to that which benefits them. What are the benefits that they witness there, when they cannot even express their heartfelt and thought-out feelings and ideas? What do you anticipate and expect to be advantageous and beneficial to you when you can’t do such a thing? (It’s) as if Muslims are criminals (and) if they’re going to say something, they going to say something wrong, so you can’t say anything. If you want to meet your brother Muslim in the Hajj, you are a conspirator or plotting evil ideas, so you can’t meet your brother in the Hajj! If you can’t speak your mind and your Islamic conscience in the Hajj, and if you can’t extend you hand of brotherhood to your brothers in Hajj, what advantages are there in the Hajj?! Allah is saying
So that we may witnesses to our own benefits in the Hajj… (Surah Hajj verse 28)

And their policies say you are there to witness no benefit at all! This is live coverage of how Hajj is nowadays. 

… and that they evoke, during this season of Hajj, the name of Allah for having given them the lesser lives of existence… (Surah Hajj verse 28)

Once again- because we are not accustomed to thinking when we read or translate Allah’s words, we pass by this ayah and these words without feeling the position of responsibility that Allah has placed us in when we go to His holy sanctuary in Makkah. (Do) you know how much honor Allah is giving you when He says 

… you evoke His name because He has placed you at the receiving end of lesser forms of life… (Surah Hajj verse 28)

He’s not telling you “of what He has given you of cattle or livestock”- as this word is translated; but He has given to your service (Oh man who have assembled in Makkah), the lesser forms of life.” The sub-human forms of life are at your service. Does anyone feel or understand that when they are in Makkah. You are honored and privileged to be in Makkah on such a day and on such a time and Allah is raising your status and understanding but the humans who are calling the shots there- these Saudi administrators of Makkah and Al Medinah- have for all practical purposes emasculated the meaning of this ayah and other ayaat in the Qur’an therefore these people who go to Makkah and Medinah and returned have only done the mechanics of what they are supposed to do and their minds and hearts are absent from these mechanics. Once again, listen to these meanings from Allah…
Number 1- An Naas... Allah is saying as opposed to the selected group of people who make it thereafter meeting certain criteria and conditions;

(Number 2)- they come to you walking, bare footed- This occasion is so motivating that Muslims have the determination and will power to go to Makkah even if they are bare footed, provided they have guaranteed the two stipulations (i.e.) az zaad and ar rahilah; they have taken care of the affairs of their immediate family for whom they are responsible and they have taken care of securing their ability to go and come back. If they have the strength and the stamina to go to Makkah, they will do so rijala or mutarajjileen i.e. by foot. With all the barriers that are placed around Makkah, you’ll not see that as part of those who want to go to Hajj because the motivation to go to Al Hajj by these types of people is defeated by the official policies that strangulate Makkah to become the zombie and irrelevant image that it has become. Makkah is vibrant, healthy, motivating and uniting! “Not so” say those who are responsible for it, because you go there and you come back exhausted. Instead of coming back recharged, you’re exhausted. You go there to sympathize and show expressions of support with your brothers and sisters, at least, but you come back as detached as when you left! 
(Number 3)- so that they may witness or see with their own eyes or so that it becomes tangible to them the benefits they gain from coming together in Makkah- (it’s) true (that) physically they are together but mentally they are worlds apart. All of this we can trace to the deliberate policies that have strangulated the Hajj and choked off Makkah from the Muslims. We challenge those who are near and far to show us what are these manafi’ or benefits that are manifested or become observable in Makkah and so that they have the feelings of responsibility over the lesser forms of life? Muslims are barely feeling responsible for their ownselves, how can they extend this feeling of responsibility to other forms of life on this planet and elsewhere?
We’re leaving the khutbah in it’s original form, but you can use the example of Kosova a decade ago as being synonymous and reflective of many areas of the world, including today where Palestine, Kashmir, Iraq, Afghanistan etc. reverberate and beg attention and solidarity.
Now, to add insult to injury, we had hundreds of thousands of Muslims who are out of their homes and dwellings and even out of their own countries in the Balkans. The official figure was 250,000 (as they told us), but inside information is that there’s a comfortable 600,000 to 700,000 of these Muslims in Kosova who are no longer in their homes and homeland. Will anyone have the courage- you’re supposed to feel secure and at home in Makkah; if we are aliens here or strangers there, and not wanted here and there at least in Makkah we should feel at home- but is there any Muslim who goes to Makkah who feels at home and confident enough to stand up and say “there are brothers and sisters of ours in the past weeks and months who have been displaced in the hundreds of thousands with killings, massacres and genocide taking place?” The obvious answer to that is “that is forbidden!” (With) the way the rituals of Makkah are described and practiced nowadays it is forbidden to make such public statements! This is a statement of brotherhood and care- isn’t the message of Allah at the heart a message of love, care, mercy and affection? The Prophet of Allah says a Muslim is a brother to another Muslim, he doesn’t oppress him nor lets him be humiliated and a Muslim to another Muslim is like a building or structure, each part of it reinforces the other. Are we not expected to show our love, concern and affection and care for our brother Muslims in Hajj?! Of all places, we are forbidden by official dictate to do so in the sanctuary of Allah where Allah says

… it is supposed to be a recluse and retreat for Muslims where they feel secure to express their heartfelt feelings and ideas… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 125)

But it is not. Even in Makkah we are not secure. What do you say about an Ummah that is not secure in Allah’s holy sanctuary; where prior to the advent of Muhammed even criminals felt secure. The Abrahamic tradition offered those who were social criminals security and a place of safety around the Haram and these who rule today over Makkah do not even meet the standards of jahiliyyah. They are sub-jahili people who do not offer decent Muslims, dedicated Mu’mins and devoted Muttaqis an Islamic forum to express Islamic care and affection for Muslim brothers and sisters and you have people who say that “they have performed the Hajj.” We will have people who will be returning from Makkah saying that “they are pilgrims.” Indeed, they are, but alas mechanical and automotive type of pilgrims who have gone mindless and spiritless and returned mindless and spiritless. For this we ask Allah to expedite the day in which Muslims will regain their affection, brotherhood, solidarity and common destiny in Makkah, Al Medinah and also in Al Quds where we are free to speak our minds and hearts at Maqami Ibrahim, Masjid Al Haram, Mina, Muzdalifah, Safa and Al Marwah, Rami Al Jamaraat, Al Miqaat and at the other places in this Holy of Holies (i.e.) Allah’s sanctuary.
Brother and sisters, committed Muslims…
This week, (we have been forthcoming and candid on this affair of the Masjid and barring us from entering into the Masjid), some of the Muslims in this area have once again expressed an eagerness to conclude this ongoing barring of the Muslims from the Masjid for over 16 years now. They have written a statement that all of you should be aware of, (a statement that we have given to a couple of you). All of us will have to consider their attempt to solve this issue. There are details that accompany this effort and if you are willing to know these details, “I am at your service.” We have been through this for the past 16 years and we’ll continue for another 16 years and another 16 years and however long it takes. What is lacking though, on behalf of their intermediaries is their approach in almost covering up for the other side- even though some of them may have sincere intention at ending this schism that they have evolved throughout these years. Tomorrow, the Muslims in Makkah will be celebrating Al Eid Al Adha, and once again, a word for the wise. Tomorrow is the 9th of Dhi Al Hijjah; tomorrow, the Muslims are supposed to assemble at Mount Arafat, not today; but there are no Muslims who take issue with the Saudi order in Makkah and tell them that “we are not standing at Arafat when you tell us to do so on the 8th of Dhi Al Hijjah.” Because of that, they force us to pray Al Eid tomorrow, even though tomorrow is not the 10th of Dhi Al Hijjah. This happens almost every year- it is rare that they have Eid Al Fitr and Eid Al Adha on the correct day and it is rare that Muslims have the courage to challenge them on their erroneous dictate of when Eid is! We look forward to being here, (with Allah’s permission and leave), tomorrow, for Salat Al Eid at about 10 ‘o clock and we ask Allah who is aware of their intentions and contrivances to have a committed band of Muslims who have the courage and husn At Tawakkul ala Allah to tell them that “they are wrong” when they are wrong- not as a matter of revenge or personal reaction to them, but as a matter of expressing the truth when and where the truth is lacking.
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 26 March 1999. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
