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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…
 

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (27-06-2008)

SHIRK IN AUTHORITY AND LAW 
Allah says
Or do they have shuraka’ the plural of shareek) who promulgate laws for them or who set for them their legal code or who legalise for them things that have not been authorised by Allah

As you may anticipate, our 1st reflection on this ayah pertains to the word shuraka’ and the concept of shirk. As those of you who think will know, there is a financed interpretation of the word shirk that clamps down on those who attribute a son or companion to Allah; but as is evident in this ayah and the ayaat in the Qura’n the gist and the thrust of the word shirk has to do with matters of  authority and legality. 
These deniers of Allah, (who maybe ignorant or swimming with the tide), do they have shuraka’…

They have legalised in matters of deen things not authorised by Allah. Any budding Muslim mind understands that shirk is found in the context of authority and legality which solely belong to Allah- not to anyone, any government, institution, regime, class  or anything besides Him. Shirk and Shari’ah go together like two fingers next to each other- can we ever get this and understand this- shirk and Mulk, shirk and shari’ah. 
We would like to humbly like to add to the meaning of this ayah a consideration of how and who we are. There are many ayaat in this book of direction that expose those who steal or claim Allah’s authority or those who have made it the law of the land to inherit authority or those who shot their way to the seat of authority. There are ayaat and ahadith that expose these usurpers of the quintessential attribute of Allah i.e. His Authority. If there’s plenty of ayaat and ahadith, (as there are), then why is there a porosity and poverty of Muslim thought about these personalities and characters that come under the light of the Qur’an and Sunnah? Why does anyone think about them? Doesn’t it become a crime to read what Allah and His Prophet is saying as He shades light on the dark corners of these legal thieves and authoritarian usurpers of power and then dismiss, neglect or ignore the meanings there in? Where did all of this come from? How did this happen? At the beginning of our Islamic struggle or at the dawn or early in the day of our Islamic history, we had individuals who claimed or acclaimed power and authority for and by their own selves instead of moving in the course and direction of Allah’s Prophet. At every junction in Islamic history within Islamic society when matters of power and authority were brought up, those matters were referred to Allah and His Prophet, but then, only a few generations after that and that was no longer the case. Now, we had absolutist rulers and kings who did not want to hear about referring the affairs and the ultimate decisions of the Muslims to Allah and His Prophet. What happened here was an argument in Islamic history that has still not rested. That argument is (that) if you have rulers who are dictators who don’t acknowledge Allah’s authority and power, who do not refer to His Prophet and have gone out on an autocratic course in their governance, what do you do? Do you oppose them or do you remain quite? If you oppose them do you oppose them with a revolt or do you oppose them individually? Do you oppose them by speaking out against them only? Do you oppose them by speaking and writing against them? How do you oppose them? Or do you not oppose them at all? This issue has been in our history and it has made its effects and results into our time. Now, we have the same issue presenting itself all over again. When we have misprints who are ruling over us; those whose violation of Allah and His Prophet are very clear and because we have not settled this issue in the past it falls upon us to settle it- at least in our minds. 

Those who argue against oppositions of tyrants and usurpers of power, their bottom line was that peoples opposition to governments, establishments and militaries are going to result in more instability, turbulence and commotion than is the case with the status quo. Listen to this- out of the plethora of ayaat and hadith, they used a hadith in which the Prophet says that there is going to be turmoil and instability in Muslim society which is attributed to these who rule, govern, impose their own legality and configure that into ad deen- our problems can be traced to that deviation. So, those who were listening to the Prophet asked him so should we oppose them by using the force of arms? And the answer to them was no, as long as they are responsible for the standardising of As Salaah. They took the reply as to mean as long as these leaders i.e. kings and presidents pray. How convenient an instrument of survival has that become? Imagine- a king or president knowing that Muslim scholars and populations are not going to oppose them as long as they pray- they can do whatever they want to do, but as long as they are praying they are guaranteed that there’s not going to be any accountability; i.e. they are not going to be brought to account for their policies, decisions, laws and strategies. I mean if a king or president is guilty of policies of hunger, starvation, the dislocation of millions of Muslims, investing trillions of dollars in the economies of Al Yahud and An Nasara i.e. the zionists and Imperialists- if the crime level is that high of these persons in those positions wouldn’t you think that they would want to protect themselves by praying? A mind that is so criminal cannot add a measure of protection by going through the motions of these prayers?! (Do) you think the Prophet of Allah was going to offer cover for this criminal lifestyle by giving them a veneer of protection through the mechanical and traditional motions of As Salaah? Has the Muslim mind deteriorated and become as defunct as not being able to understand the rest of the Qur’an and the Sunnah? Now, we have rulers who can look down at the Muslim masses and laugh- “look how foolish and imbecilical these people have become” and from the outside- those who aren’t Muslims, just using their common sense (they think “look at these Muslims! They don’t have it within them to hold their decision makers accountable because their decision makers are praying!” This has lived with us for around 1,300 years; this mentality and explanation has lived for all of these centuries and now, when the cumulative effect of this violation and deviation of Islam has caught up with us, still we don’t find Muslims, from their public forums, taking on this issue of holding rulers, kings and presidents accountable. Just to mention a few of the ayaat in the Qur’an that fly in the face of this trivial argument about giving a pass to these rulers. Allah says 
He is the Wali of those who are committed to Him, He takes them out of darkness and into the light; and those who are in denial of Him, their Awliya’ are these concentrated and disproportionate powers of Taghut… (Surah Al Baqarah verse 256)

What do they do? 
… they take people out of light and throw them out in obscurity; and they will dwell in An Naar forever (Surah Al Baqarah verse 256)

Taghut means the concentration and abuse of power. Can Muslims in our time take a look when power is concentrated and abused? Allah says 
… have them, (meaning those who are in these positions of abusing and concentrating power), stand the stand of accountability…
Why? 
… because they carry responsibilities
Can Muslims begin to think of this 1,300 year old immunised class of individuals who have been getting away with usurping Allah’s authority and claiming the power that belongs to Allah? What do we do with a public? Much has been said in defence of kings and dictators, (ancient and current), but let us, (the Muslim public), refocus our attention upon our own selves. How about ourselves? Why can’t we begin an enlightenment process or movement and change the quality and content of Islamic programs that are held weekly, monthly, seasonally and yearly? We have these programmes all around the place and why do they have the same regurgitating affects to them? It’s as if you’ve attended a few of them you’ve attended the rest of them until the end of time. There’s no interaction with the real world; there’s no response to the real issues. One of the real issues that’s settling in is the election of a President to this country that we are part of. That doesn’t mean that we are Imperialists, that we belong to a colonial history, or a Government that is lying and violating everything in scripture- it doesn’t mean that. We belong to this country simply because we are located in it- the Prophets of Allah were located in such societies, what did they do? They approached the people and began a process of communicating with the people with the light that came to them from Allah. Is it possible for us to begin a process to shed light and expose those who are in the highest offices in this land? We have no money and we have no muscle and (as for) those who are looking for money and muscle by navigating the kufr in this society and then asking for justice from the White House, Pentagon, CIA or the rest -is it any wonder that at times like this they never mention Allah and His Prophet? They can’t justify what they are doing by bringing you and me an ayah from Allah or a hadith from His Prophet; so why do they remain in those positions? Why do they continue to organise Islamic programmes and conferences? Why do they remain ensconced in these Manaabir and Masaajid? Because you and I have not yet developed the Qur’anic or Muhammadi mind that can respond and expose them and say the truth to their faces. Why don’t we have a current of Muslims who can bring a qualitative change in the 1,300 year old officially sponsored status quo that we are fixated and cemented in traditions and in sha’aair that camouflage the crimes against humanity and dedicated human beings? We’re not even supposed to think along these lines. Right now, the big boogie or monster amongst the Muslims is that you are not allowed to speak politics in their Masajid. Are we allowed to have a Qur’an in our Masaajid? They say “you can have a Qur’an in your Masajid- there’s no problem.” Are we allowed to read the Qur’an in these Masaajids? “OK- that’s not a problem, you can read the Qur’an in these Masaajids.” So where is the problem? The problem is when we begin to understand, analyse and adapt these Qur’anic meanings to the real world- part of that is politics. Who can say there is no politics in the Qur’an (and) that there is no politics in the Prophet’s Sunnah and Seerah? We defy any Muslim to stand up to us and the rest of the world and say that. The problem is if we were understanding the Qur’an they would tell us “you are not permitted to have a Qur’an in the Masjid”; but because there is a disconnect, “you can have the Qur’an you can go and recite the Qur’an and as long as you understand it Qur’an the way we want you to understand it without any of this politics, you can go ahead and do whatever you want to do.” 
Then, we have Synagogues- you can go around the city or even around the world- many of these Synagogues have a sign in front of them that says “save Darfur.” Isn’t that a political statement? They can say it and get away with it and no one is telling them anything- “hey what are you doing here? You’re mixing religion with politics!” They may say “well, Darfur is a humanitarian issue.” OK- fine; can Muslims look for a humanitarian issue? They say “200,000 people have been killed in Darfur in years of warfare.” In Gaza there’s 1,8 million Palestinians who are months away from genocidal death- no food, blockades, and an encirclement in every sense of that small area of the Muslim population; do the Muslims have a humanitarian pulse in them in which they put in front of their Masajid a sign that says “Save Gaza.” They come and say “that is something political.” No it’s not; its humanitarian- just like “save Darfur” is humanitarian, we can say “save Gaza” is humanitarian. We know that “Save Darfur” was not put up there for humanitarian purposes and they know that “Save Gaza” is not put up there for humanitarian purposes! But how come some people get to do what they want to do and why can’t we the Muslims even attempt to think what we are supposed to do? This is the lag between us and them. 
Now, we have this election that is coming in a few months and still Muslims here are expected to behave the way the establishment wants them to behave. How do they expect us to behave? They want us to vote in a certain pattern and many Muslims are falling into voting in that certain pattern. We just want you- with the Taqwa of Allah that is required- just want you to remind yourself and remember that none of all of this politicking, political statements and behind the scene manoeuvres that are taking place are anchored in Allah’s Word or in Allah’s Prophet- none of them. So, what do they want us to do? They want us to blindly go and elect a person who is getting all of this money, (from Allah knows who), and endorsed by Zionists and Imperialists and they want the Muslims to fall into yet another trap because this person is half Afro-American. Many Muslims will be led just like sheeple to this result and they will think at the end that they have done their Islamic duty. The final question that has to accompany your thoughts is why is it that the Qur’an and the Prophet fail- as presented to us as the financed, status quo and inferior type of Islam? Why is Allah and His Prophet unable to shed light on the elections that Muslims are prompted to vote in a certain way? Is the Qur’an and the Prophet is not viable and applicable to all times? Every Muslim says “yes”; Then, these people who are organising these Islamic conferences, symposia, conventions, weekly and fund-raising activities and those who speak from the Mimbar every Friday must explain to us if are we living an exception or aberration of times? Why are they silent on what the Muslims should be doing in this time? Tell us- do we belong to this society around us? If we don’t belong to it then tell us where do we belong and if we do belong to it, what our responsibilities? What should we and what should we not be doing? Tell us! Don’t give us a Friday lullaby every week and don’t give us these, (now, the trend of the future is a Sufi trend), these Sufi tracks or tariqas as a change of flavour from your Salafi sponsored status quo to a Sufi sponsored status quo.

Brothers and sisters, ayuhal mu’minun…

As if we don’t have a host of issues in this society to think about, we have another set of issues to think about in the society of traditions, customs and cultures that are across the oceans. One of these issues that has been making its rounds- obviously, this has been the case for years for now; it peaks at one time and descends at another time-is the Sunni/Shi’i issue that people love to speak about. One of the correspondence in the past week ago- it dawned on a Muslim who probably listens to this khutbah on the internet- that he discovered something that may be the answer as to why we are forced to pray on the street. What may this discovery have been? He says “all of this may be attributed to Muhammad Al Asi being a Shi’i.” This type of speculation and inaccuracy- this speaker happens to be a person who is accused by non thinking Shi’is of being a Sunni and by non thinking Sunnis as being a Shi’i. It is an honour and a privilege to be accused both accusations by non thinking people. In this atmosphere, (that we are living), what has happened? We don’t know if you’ve heard this or not, a couple of Jum’ahs ago, a prominent Sunni scholar (we’re sorry that we have to use these words, but this is how convention and news is related) in Saudi Arabia, (we’re sorry to use this word also), goes to a Jum’ah or wants to attend Jum’ah prayers in what is considered to be a Shi’i Masjid with a Shi’i Imam- and he goes. Then, after that, the Shi’i Muslims wanted to reciprocate, (considering this to be a gesture of goodwill and brotherhood they also want to go and pray in a Sunni Masjid), and then these mindless people, (it’s very hard to give them an accurate description- people call them fanatics, extremists, orthodox, Wahhabis or Salafis- whatever you want to call them), watch this unfold and then when the Shi’i personal want to go to the Sunni Masjid they say “they are going to blow the Masjid up and there is going to be blood that flows.” Brothers and sisters- it seems that these types of Muslims and this type of atmosphere, (I don’t know where it belongs but), you can put it in Israeli history and not in Islamic history. What do you say when Muslims come to other Muslims and say “you cannot go to a particular Masjid?” Then, these Wahhabi or Salafi types, (that’s what they call themselves; we are trying to be accurate here as much as possible), come and say “Shi'ism is a bid’a” and “Hizbullah is not a front, façade or a show. Hizbullah really doesn’t want to fight Israel it’s just putting up a show. What it wants to do is conquer Sunni territory.” Brothers and sisters- how are we expected to interact with people who accuse before they think and who are trigger happy before they want to feel for other Muslims? We can understand Imperialism and Zionism don’t like Muslims getting together but can we understand this from inside our own selves?! Obviously, this news item in certain quarters has circulated. We take no pleasure in repeating it in a Jum’ah prayer if it were not to show how internally we have been eroded and eroding and so, these Shi’is contacted these authorities to ask “it is safe for us to go into the Masjid to pray with our Sunni brothers?” They said “no; we can’t guarantee your safety.” This is in the Holy land and this is only a peak at the emptiness that now masquerades as religious commitment by these types who run the show- we’re not speaking about an isolated incident somewhere on the sands of Arabia; we’re speaking about a psychology that has finances to stretch around the world. That’s nothing new- (take) a look at here- 25 years and still counting. You don’t see any of them here after Jum’ah prayers. They can’t even tolerate a Muslim going up to them, giving salaams, looking them in a brotherly way and asking them “how have you justified this for 25 years?” Have you ever wondered? None of them exist here after Jum’ah prayers. (Is) something bothering their conscience? Do they have a troubled history that they can’t answer to? This is where we are and this is where Taqwa is required.
