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It is such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 14
KING MU'AWIYA- (2)

In fact, in their narratives, there is an eye opener (Surah Yusuf verse 111)

We will continue, in these few minutes that we have, to bring out in light of the Qur'an and the Prophet (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) some of the events that still have not been seriously considered in light of the Qur'an and the Prophet. With Allahs help and with the insight that we gain from that position, we will continue to dwell on these issues that our enemies and the enemies of Allah are going to try to use to instigate us against each other. We remind ourselves, that this topic is not a topic of preference to be dealt with from the Mimbar on Fridays, but we have no choice, because this is one of the few, if not the only public access we have to explaining what has remained for almost 1,400 years un-explained. We took a close, considerate and confidential look at how the 1st few decades unraveled after Allahs Prophet joined heavenly company. We saw how careful and conscientious Muslims interaction and disagreement was along the lines of the Khilaafah and the Imamah that followed Allahs Prophet. We did not follow that closely interaction among Muslims as they developed along the line of worldly and potentially "secular" power that had its beginnings in this new political deviation and away from the course of Allahs Prophet and the course of his 1st successors. We mean by this deviation, the monarchy that began its debut with the grabbing of power by Muawiya the son of Abi Sufyan. There are many Muslims, because of the 1,400 years of mental lapse that we inherited, even today, with all the advances that we have to reconsider these events, still we have Muslims, it doesn't matter brothers and sisters, whatever types of Muslims you are looking at or from whichever type of background you come from, still we have Muslims who are unable and incapable of saying that Muawiya was the Muslims 1st king. For whatever purposes, they still refer to Muawiya as a Khalifa. There are exceptions to this, but we are looking at the thrust of our own history up until this very day, by and large. Muslims are not willing or daring enough to have the moral courage that is extracted from understanding these events in light of the Qur'an and the Sunnah to say that the Muslims had their 1st king in the person of Muawiya, that is why we have to retrace this history to find out these facts. 

When Imam Hassan (radi Allahu anhu), the 2nd Imam or the 5th Khalifa, (there's no contradiction here), ceded or relinquished or stood down from that position of power because of the freedom of conscience that he felt responsible for among the Muslim public, because of the participatory political right of the Muslim public, because of the issue of justice that is central to this Muslim public, because of the equality of the Muslims in this public and finally because of the failure of this public to live up to the standards of Allah and His Prophet- this basically sums up the abrogation or the relinquishment of this position which does not mean that this is an endorsement of Muawiya as a king of Muslims. The interaction of the Khilafah and the Imamah was with the Muslim public, before it was with these usurpers of power who were making headway among the Muslims. We had a totally different outlook and an imposition of a new set of political ideas that do not relate whatsoever to the leadership of the Muslims as was taught by Allahs Prophet and practiced by his 1st successors- this was a break from that model and the political orientation. Muawiya, the 1st king of Muslims, we pray for the day when Muslims in the near future are able to look at these political issues in the correct manner, without getting involved with the petty nationalism and sectarianism that have smothered this issue- this, Muawiya, when he came to power, he didn't say like the precious rulers of the Muslims, remember, everyone of them said to the Muslim population- "You obey me as long as I obey Allah in the administration of your affairs." He never said that. Why? Because this is a new kind of person who is ruling. He is not in the mold of the previous rulers- some of them more accurate than others, but still not kings. Now, he wants to impose the bai'ah and the ta'ah. Before, we didn't have an imposed bai'ah and an imposed ta'ah. Once again we go back to what is called the arbitration, that segment of Muslim history that we covered from the side of the Imam or the Khalif, now, we are going to take a look at a segment of it from the side of the king. The representative of king Muawiya was Amr ibn Al-Aas, and when he was speaking to Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, the representative of the other side, he said to him, "Why don't you agree to the wilayah of Muawiya?" If you have a problem with him being delegated power; Uthman (radi Allahu anhu) had delegated power to him, so you're not going to be the 1st one who's going to be doing this- you have nothing to be afraid of." Then, if you have a reservation about the Prophets household, (which means that this was one of the considerations in the public mind at that time) he said that "If you have reservations, there's nothing to worry about here, because the Prophet was married to his sister- Umm Habiba (radi Allahu anha). If you're worried about the companionship of the Prophet, he can be considered one of them." So, in this one-on-one discussion between these two arbiters, listen to this type of logic, if we can call it that- here, he is trying, almost in the tradition of the politicians of today, this is not in the tradition of the Qur'an and the Sunnah, he wants to try to win over his interlocutor to his side. He wasn't concerned with ayaat from the Qur'an or statements from Allahs Prophet- he didn't mention any of this. When the response came from this person that he wasn't willing to go along with any of this, and he gave his own response, which was enough to convince Amr that he wasn't going to go away with this trend and this offer. Amr tells Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, "Well, if you can't agree with endorsing Muawiya, then how about considering my son?!" Look, listen to behind the scenes discussions that were going on. He says to him, "Why don't you consider my son for this position?!" Of course, he immediately turned him down and said, "Why don't we, (meaning Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari tells Amr ibn Al-Aas), why don't both of us consider presenting the Muslims with the son of Umar ibn Al-Khattaab (radi Allahu anhu)?" This person turns him down! Like we mentioned before, we repeat and re-iterate, if there was a conspiracy that traces its way back to Abu Bakr and Umar (radi allahu anhuma), that conspiracy would have exposed itself at this moment. But, there wasn't- this was not a conspiracy. Back to the mind-set of these political opportunists in the camp of Muawiya- represented by this limited exchange of words between the representatives of both sides during these tahkeem days. 

We go back to Muawiya, even though this also should now be common language among Muslims without throwing in nationalist and sectarian side issues- remember, in all of this, how many years have we been covering?- No-one was speaking about "how do you make your wudhu?" We're going to go to a battle called Siffin or Al-Jamal or An-Nahrawaan or the rest of these internecine encounters- no-one was saying I'm going to take issue with you because you're not praying the way I am praying, or you're not saying the adhaan the way I'm saying it, or your wudhu is invalid because you're not doing it the way it's supposed to be done- these were not issues at all, even though they may have been doing it the same way we are doing it today. There's nothing that says it was not done the same way we continue to do these ritualistic issues today, but these were not issues of war. So, what was the matter that took these people to the war-fronts? The matter was that the only place that Muawiya, in his pre-monarchical days, ruled over without fighting to have it was Bilaad Ash-Shaam- all the other regions and areas in the Muslim world, he had to fight to gain the position to rule. There was no bai'ah, in the sense that you have free and fair and full elections. This person was out to grab power because of the sword and the force that he had. 
When you had this person who is a Taleeq and is from Al-Muallafa Qulubuhum ruling over the Muslims- what are the background motivations for him to have fought all of these years and to finally break with the model before it and assume a new political institution referred to as Al-Mulk Al-Adud, in the Prophets words. We can summarize it in the following… This person, this 1st king that the Muslims had and his Umawi clan and circle did not feel reconciled, even after becoming ritualistic and nominal Muslims, with the following salient features of Islam. First of all, they could not live with the Qur'anic principle of, Allah says, 

It is our will to favor those who are powerless in the world, and render them leaders and then render them inheritors of this whole affair. (Surah Al-Qasas verse 5)

This could not be reconciled with the upper-class mentality of the Makkan opposition to the Prophet, which because of a winning wave of Islam, declared its verbal agreement with the Qur'an and the Prophet. In fact, they could not see it that way. Another salient feature that they could not reconcile their psychology to was the equality among the Muslims,

Indeed, committed Muslims are brothers. (Surah Ambiya verse 92)

This couldn't be. When people come from an affluent background and they fight for their affluence for a full generation, it's not going to happen that overnight or within a short period of time, as a class of people, they're going to give up all of these privileges, wealth and positions and then become equal with everyone else. The Qur'an says about them, 

This Qur'an came to Muhammad, why didn't it come to one of the two major figures in these two major societies (Surah Az-Zukhruf verse 31)

This is their opposition- the Qur'an coming to a person as humble, down to earth and without any status as Muhammad- they couldn't reconcile themselves to that. They couldn't reconcile themselves to the fact that this new message belonged to the world, it should belong to them. They should have the major stake in it, they should have the major stake in it. What do you mean- these ayaat,
We have sent this Qur'an as a reminder to Mankind and the Jinn (Surah As-Saad verse 87)

We sent you, (O Muhammed) as a mercy to all that exists. (Surah Al-Ambiya' verse 107)

All of these Qur'anic ayaat about Al-Aalameen did not cross their heart and dwell in it. They resisted this. As much as Allahs Prophet and the Committed Muslims wanted to help them to help themselves- the concept of Al-Muallafa Qulubuhum is to help them help themselves- they don't want to help the Shaytaan against them, so they were forthcoming, they had open hands and they tried to accommodate them, but these people, you can't accommodate them, so they lived on with this.

Some Muslims say, not only is Muawiya a king, but he is also a baghi. This word, of course, doesn't mean very much to people who don't know what it means. A baghi means someone who transgresses, intrudes and offends- this is basically the gist of the word. Where does this come from? It doesn't come from scholars re-studying and reconsidering Islamic history, it comes from an integral and undeniable part of the 1st generation of Muslims, and it goes like this… Ammaar ibn Yaaser (radi Allahu anhu), whose grandfather, Aamir, had originally come from Yemen to Makkah, married there and had a son by the name of Yaaser, there. Yaaser got married in Makkah to Sumayyah (radi Allahu anha). Both of them come from what is called the lower classes of society and they had a child by the name of Ammaar. When Allahs Prophet opened up this Islam to the people of Makkah, Ammaar and Yaaser and Sumayyah were one of the 1st to have become committed to Allah and His Prophet and supportive of Allah and his Prophet. They had to support him when there was no power. Allahs Prophet at that time and the few who were his followers and companions had to endure torture. Ammaar and his family was one of the units that was supportive of Allahs Prophet in Makkah who had to endure the hardest times. Now, listen to this, because they came from a lower class, they were persecuted and tortured by the class right now that is around Muawiya, but, at that time, they were out and out mushriks, die hard opponents of Allah and His Prophet. So, they took Ammaar to the fiery deserts and they would lay him down. Imagine this- temperatures of around 150 degrees Fahrenheit and they lay his body on the sand of the desert and to torture him more, they would lay his body on rocks that were heated by this very hot temperature. What did the Prophet of Allah do? Of course, he knew that this was going on- he would go to him and he would try his best to relieve him, even though there was nothing he could do except be there and try to give him moral support. The Prophets statements about Ammaar are registered for anyone to review and think about. Allahs Prophet said to him- this is a caring leader. This wasn't a leader who was locked up somewhere in a mansion or hiding away some where from his followers. He was out there, where ever they were-he was to be found, even if they were being tortured, Allahs Prophet was with them. Allahs Prophet said, "O fire, be a soothing effect and a calming effect on Ammaar as you were a soothing and calming effect on Ibrahim (alaih salaam)." 

Ammaar participates in all the military campaigns of Allahs Prophet- he was to be found in the front lines. 
When they were building a structure in Al-Medinah, Ammaar was participating and the Prophet would go to him and he'd see the dust on his face and he'd take the dust off and he'd say "O Allah, support those who support Ammaar and be the antagonizer of those who antagonize Ammaar." Then, the Prophet said on this occasion, when everyone was participating and they were saying a verse of poetry in one tune, together, and then an area collapses and some one says "Ammaar is injured, Ammaar may be dead." Then, the Prophet of Allah says "No! Ammaar is not dead. Ammaar is going to be killed by Al-Fi'ah Al-Baaghiyah, by that group or block of people who are transgressors, intruders, offenders and mal-effectors." In another hadith, Allahs Prophet says "My heart goes out to ibn Sumayyah. He will be killed by a transgressing, offending and intruding camp." 

Then, Allahs Prophet passes on, and Ammaar still participates in the major military campaigns of the Muslims. He fights in Al-Yamamah, against Musailamah Al-Kaddhaab, the person who came in the 1st year after Allahs Prophet and said "I am Gods Prophet also." In this campaign, Ammaar loses his ear, his ear got cut off. 
Then, if there was a conspiracy somewhere, for those who are of this opinion…the 2nd successor to Allahs Prophet, Umar, appoints Ammaar the governor of Kufa, along with ibn Mas'ud. Is there a conspiracy here, of some sort?! They knew what the relationship was between Ammaar and Ali (radi Allahu anhu)- if they were trying to conspire, why would he do something like this?! 
Then, the day of Siffin comes, and Ammaar says as he goes out to Siffin, as if he had a premonition or a feeling of what's going to happen- and he was a man who was known for his silence, he wasn't a person to speak much. He says "Tomorrow we will meet with our loved ones- Muhammed and his company." The battle of Siffin goes on and this aggressive, transgressing power represented by the side of Muawiya- remember, he made a big issue about standing for the justice concerning Uthman (radi allahu anhu) at that time; later on, we know that he wasn't concerned with that at all- he just wanted raw power- they were aware of what the Prophet said, so they were trying to avoid Ammaar. What happens? What if they kill him? The 1st day, the 2nd day, the 3rd day- they avoided him in the 1st few days, but finally, the camp, the camp, the military force of Muawiyah killed Ammaar and that was an authentication and an explanation of what the Prophet of Allah said. It's clear here, who the transgressors are. It seems like just this one event was going to have so much impact, that immediately word went up to Muawiya himself- "what are you going to do? Ammaar is killed!" Everyone knew that the Prophet said "Ammaar is going to be killed by Al-Fi'ah Al-Baaghiyah, by that group or block of people who are transgressors, intruders, offenders and mal-effectors." During the time of Siffin, Ammaar said, "Before, (meaning), in the times of Makkah and Al-Medinah, we were fighting against you (meaning these same people), because 1st you did not agree that this affair- Islam, this Prophet and this Qur'an were from Allah, ie. we were fighting you because you were disputing the fact that this was from Allah- today, we are fighting you because of the way you are misinterpreting and misunderstanding it." So, when the word went all the way up to the commander of Al-Fi'ah Al-Baaghiyah, he couldn't deny the hadith, everyone knew it, so what is he going to do? He says, and this probably says it all, if anyone is tuned into these affairs, this says it all. He said, "Well, we didn't kill him. Actually, the people who killed him were the ones who forced him to leave his home and brought him to this war." Meaning, the side that Ammaar was on was the side that killed him. This is a very obvious, clear and an un-ambiguous explanation of the nature of these two sides that were locked into this type of clash, that we feed with our ignorance, silence and mental absence even today. Muawiya becomes this 1st deviation in Islamic Governance and still, up till today we don't have Muslims of thoughts and ideas who can stand on the high moral ground and say, "In Muawiya, we have experienced the 1st monarch in Islam. Some people say that he is a Khalifa to try to mitigate or minimize this tragic event, which is not being sincere to the facts and some people say that he is a Khalifa to distort and discredit the rulers who previously ruled under that title, and this is disingenuous and it lacks integrity and both of these sides are wrong on this issue. We hope and we pray to Allah that we can re-grasp these events in light of the thoughts and ideas that germinate from Allah and His Prophet and our correct understanding of them, so that we can learn from these mistakes and improve our future relationship with each other and avoid these types of rulers. 
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…
You and I and witness to the unfolding of an aggressive brutal onslaught on our brothers and sisters across the world. The kaafirs and the mushriks could care less about the hyphenated designations that some Muslims take pride in- they could care less. To add to this, we have to deal with internal enemies. Many of you would be, we hope, privy with the fatwa that recently came out from one of these so-called "muftis from Saudi Arabia, in which he said that no Muslim should help the Hizbullahis who are fighting the eternal enemies of Allah, Islam, the Prophet and the Muslims and then, as they are used to doing, he took an ayah out of context and then in explaining it, he was telling the Sunnis, if you help them, then you are one of them. But, what these fake Muslims, who represent a line of defense for the Zionist, Israeli Jews didn't realize is that Muslims the world over are no longer waiting for them and their types to brainwash other Muslims, and we had scores of Sunni ulema refute and reject this phony fatwa. Muslims are waking up, Wa Lillahil Hamd, some faster than others, to the fact that we we're meant to be one brotherhood, and not the enemies of each other upon whom these Zionists followed by their proxies the Saudi Arabian and Egyptian and the rest of these officials feed off. Hizbullah has opened a bridge between "Shi'i" Muslims and "Sunni" Muslims- our part in this ground breaking effort is to follow suit and consolidate each others efforts.
