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It is such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the criminals may become clear. 


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters Approaching Allah...

 

We would like to bring to your attention that we will be parting from our policy of avoiding public discussion specific to the theological issues that have divided the Ummah for such a long time. Allah knows how we hate to use the labels but we have to explain the point. We realize that the policy of the kaafirs is meant to have the Muslims involved in a bloody civil war and we are in a way forced to go into forbidden territory. This area is very sensitive to many people, but we ask that you turn your emotions off and your intellect on so that we can avoid some of the mistakes of the past. We ask that you bear with us in our attempt to reconcile some of these differences which are grounded in an alternative understanding so that we may learn from them. These movements have been analyzed primarily from the position of them being opposition movements who are then used as instruments in the hands of oppressive powers so that they may retain their grip on power. We have no doubt that some of the tension can be dissolved and some of these issues can be reconciled if the subject is approached with a heart that is not contaminated by the culture of tradition and prejudice. In conclusion, suffice it to say that none of these Muslim groups who take pride in their hyphenated designations have a SOLE CLAIM or MONOPOLY on the truth. We beseech Allah and ask Him to consolidate our rank and file and rid us of the opportunists, the infiltrators and the instigators who pry on these differences.
 

To begin, we thank Allah profusely that He has equipped us with information besides which we are in no need of the inaccurate and misleading propaganda and publicity that has people falling into occasional traps, mental traps and traps that last for ages. Our inability though to grasp and understand this information that comes to us from Allah is of our own making. This inability is not imposed on us, it is our own choice and if we have enough confidence and understanding of what Allah is telling us, it doesn't matter what these other developments in life wind up being. That been said, let us take a plunge into these profound and pivotal meanings. One of the meanings that we have shown an inability to deal with is pertinent to who governs and who rules. For a long time, this issue has been one in which Muslims don't want to bind their minds to the words of Allah and understand with Allah's guidance where we are in this issue. Let us say that the concept and the understanding of an Ummah is absent. We tried in previous khutbahs to brush off the dust that has settled on this concept for a long time. We said that an Ummah is defined by a human effort that is concentrated around a task. Whether it is one individual who is giving it all that he has to fulfill this effort and task or whether it is hundreds of millions of people who are concentrated around this effort. Ibrahim (alaih salaam) was an individual but he was an Ummah because he as an individual gave it all he had to do and to work and to implement the assignment that was given to him by Allah. (Surah Nahl verse 120)
 

And then, we take a look at the snowballing effect of this definition and we find in the words that come to us from Allah: 
Let there arise from amongst you an Ummah that invites to good, commanding morality, virtue and decency and obliterating the immoral, vile and indecent (Surah Ahl Imran verse 104)
The first observation in this regard is that we are defined by action. We are not defined by history, we are not defined by ancestry, we are not defined by nationalism nor a religion. We are not defined by any of these words. We are defined by the action that we commit. Even the word Islam, Aslama; Yuslimu; the word that points to whom we are supposed to be is one that denotes action. There is the surrender and the yielding to Allah. So, it is the human being in action that becomes who we are. If we take away the action, we have no definition. We can have some people saying who we are, we can even refer to ourselves using words that don't describe reality. If we are supposed to be Muslims omitting, projecting or giving out this action, ie. our yielding to Allah but if we fail to yield to Allah we are not Muslims. The same is applicable to Ummah. What happened here? Allah's word is the final word on this matter, He says In reality, this Ummah of yours is one ummah and I am your sustainer, so conform to me. (Surah Ambiyah verse 92). What Allah soliciting is here is an action that we conform to Him. The group effort of conforming to Him designates us as an Ummah, but this Ummah has a sub clause to it: inviting to good, commanding morality, virtue and decency and obliterating the immoral, vile and indecent. This raises our responsibility as an ummah to another level, yet, when we reach this level, we want to close our minds. Why? When we have Allah, when we read Allah, when we understand Allah, why are we unable or incapable of looking and understanding and moving with our features and characteristics.
Of those people that We created, is an ummah that guides with the Truth and does justice with the Truth (Surah A'raf verse 181)
This is a key word here. Once someone mentions justice, the mind goes into a recession. What are you talking about?! What is this issue of Justice?! But, it's not what we are talking about, it is what Allah is saying. So, we are speaking about a team here. An Ummah is a consolidated effort that is assumed by the Committed Muslims. When we look at our condition today, we realize that there is no teamwork, and when some of us, if we are moving with these meanings that are coming to us from Allah take a closer look at this, we begin to realize that something happened to us which we don't want to take a look at. These meanings go back to the early history that we share with different interpretations to it , and it becomes very difficult for some of us to realize that we are human beings, and with all our sincerity and with all our devotion to Allah we still make mistakes. And making a mistake has generated reactions. It has generated a reaction of infallibility. One of these infallibilities is stated, it is on the record and in the book and the other one is assumed or it is indirect. But none the less, we don't want to deal with the fact that we make mistakes and these mistakes must be corrected. we don't correct the mistakes by becoming idealistic, we correct the mistakes by coming back to earth and re-doing what was wrong. Unfortunately, the way we ran away from our mistakes was by referring it to a stated idealism or an implicit idealism.

 

What happened after the Prophet passed away, or before that, when the Prophet was around, how were decisions made? First of all, the decisions were made in the Masjid. There was no parliament in one place and the Masjid in another. there was no politics in the parliament and the melody of spirituality in the Masjid. That didn't exist! But, something happened in the course of our human nature that separated the rulers from the Ulema and some of us care not to take a look at this when Allah is giving us enough information to take an enlightened look at this issue without bad feelings, accusations, scoring against each other which all of us want to do in our own secluded groups. When the Prophet of Allah wanted to decide on an important issue, he had the Ummah of Muslims involved in those critical decisions, and all of them were in the Masjid, and whatever decision was made, he and the Committed Muslims would go on. Now, were all of these decisions 100% correct, even in the time of the Prophet? NO! There was a Qur'an with words from Allah to adjust these decisions that were not exclusively made by one person. They were made by Allah's Prophet with the input of all those who were around him. We can refer to military issues- the Prophet wanted to make a decision whether to go to war or not, he didn't make it by himself. It was made with the input of the team around him, from the Ummah that was with him. When he wanted to take a position out there in the military front-line, he did it with the input and the involvement of the team Ummah that was around him. Muslims were interacting with their Prophet, with their leader. when they saw at the wells of Badr that the Prophet had taken up one position, they came to him, they spoke to him, there was no formality or there was no distance between the leader of the Muslims and those who were being led. They came and said "The decision that you made for us to have our front-line here, is this a matter of revelation? Do you have guidance from Allah that tells you that we should be here or is it a matter of opinion and warfare and out smarting the enemy?" He said "But it's the latter." They told him "Well, this is not where we should be." When we read this, what are we reading? That we are trying to say to ourselves that there are people who are smarter than Allah's Prophet- NO! Obviously, no-one who understands the nature of this human experience and the status of Allah's and the involvement of those who are with him reads that people are trying to say "We are smarter than Allah's Prophet." That wasn't the case. They were all involved here with a life and death issue and they all wanted to do their best to overcome their enemy. So he said "OK, what do you say?" They said "We should position ourselves in such a way that the source of the water is behind us and we deny access to the source of the water to our enemies." And he approved, we had a leader who responded to common sense, to the feedback of those who were sharing this effort with him. This is how the ummah was interacting with those who were making decisions for them.
O you who are securely committed to Allah, obey Allah and obey His Messenger and those who carry authority in this interactive-position amongst you. (Surah An-Nisa verse 59)
Listen carefully to what Allah is saying, the first sentence is clear- you obey Allah, no-one disagrees with that; all of us are subject to Allah's book; and obey His Messenger, meaning Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) and then those who have the authority to make decisions inter-actively amongst you. (This is the best way we can bring out this meaning in english). What happened here? We fail to understand what Allah is saying to us. Some of us understand this ayah to mean you obey Allah, you obey his Messenger and those who have taken over authority over you, meaning those who have usurped power, or those who have place themselves in a position of making decisions because they have military force on their side. This is not what Allah is saying, but this is what gave legitimacy to over 1300 years of deviation from the Islamic standard, from the consultative interaction between those who make decisions and those who carry the decision. Had this understanding been correct, Allah would have said Wa Ulil Amri Alaykum. And then, there's another segment who understand this ayah to mean that the decision making process amongst Alladhina Aamanu is predecided. Alladhina Aamanu no longer have any input into the decision making process. Has this been the case, Allah would have said Wa Ulil amri fikum. Allah has made it clear that that it is peculiarly and specifically the involvement of Alladhina Aamanu that gives legitimacy to those who rule, not those who take over because they have more force on their side and not to those who are pre-determined to be the rulers of the Muslims. These are two mis-understandings of this ayah and we have lived with these two misunderstandings for over 1300 years, and we still live with them, because no one wants to open their mind up and read what Allah is saying. Let us bring our mental capabilities that Allah has given us to this ayah. First, we realize that Allah didn't say and obey those who carry authority in this interactive position amongst you. The third ta'a is omitted. He said you obey Allah and you obey His Messenger and those, He didn't say and obey those- He omitted the word obedience when it came to those who as a matter of normal and natural relationship between decision makers who are generated by the Ummah and the Ummah that is responsive to its decision makers, which means that the obedience to Ulil amr is an extension of the obedience to Allah and His Messenger. But, if these people who are making decisions slant away one degree from Allah and His Prophet, they are not to be obeyed, which means the omission of the word ati'u from Ulil Amr gives us the permission to disobey them when they dis-obey Allah and His Messenger, ie. they have no intrinsic obedience that is due to them from us. Now, another re-thinking of this ayah at another level means that there is a body of Ulil amr, it is not a personality cult, the way many of our thoughts go many times, and this is why we should pay close attention to the wording. Allah didn't say Wa Waliyal Amri minkum because He wanted us to understand that when decisions are made, they are made in unison, in connection between the Ummah and Awliya al-amr -this is not a personality cult, this is a collective responsibility and the word collective responsibility is written all over the ayah. The plural structure of all of these individual words along with the plural construction of this ayah looks us in the eye, yet we want to think about this issue as a personality. You can go back to your traditional mind, to whichever collection of people you identify with and you are going to find that there's an emphasis on an individual and not enough emphasis parallel to that which is mentioned in this ayah pertaining to the ummah. 
In another ayah, to re-iterate this meaning, Allah says

And if the committed Muslims are confronted with an issue pertaining to security or fear, they go public with it, they disclose it, they make it a public affair to solicit what everyone is trying to think on this matter. But then, Allah to fine tune this says It would have behooved the Muslims to refer these matters of security or fear to the Messenger of Allah and those who have the authority in their own capacity (Surah An-Nisa verse 83)
Because an Islamic decision making body has many departments so to speak, hence it would behoove the Muslims when it comes to matters of security and fear to refer these matters to the authorities in this field. This is another way of saying that even though we are an inter-acting Ummah, there has to be specialty, there has to be people who know how to make decisions on peculiar matters that need knowledge and experience. So, you can't just be an Ummah in a Masjid bouncing your opinion against each other without there being a body of people who understand more about specific issues and who can give an approximately right opinion concerning the matter of security or fear that is being discussed. So don't try to take this issue open endedly and say ok, if Muslims are a matter of an Ummah meeting in a Masjid to make a critical decision on a certain matter, then they can haphazardly reach a conclusion. It has to be through a process of sifting through the  details and reaching an appropriate and measured decision after due consideration. But what do we have? Once again, we return to our internal thoughts, none of this seems to happen because we don't have the confidence in our larger self, we don't have the confidence in putting our heads together and putting our hearts together and putting our hands together. We never had confidence in that process, and now we have a cumulative effect of it. We have over 1300 years in which we can't return to this described and defined decision making process.

 

Let us recall that after the Prophet passed away in Al-Thaqifa, in which the most critical decision of all had to be made, ie. who is going to fill in this vacuum now that the Prophet has passed away. There was an input, even though it had its flaws, there was an interaction that took place in the spirit of the Qur'an and the Prophet. There was no one there trying to regain lost power to themselves or their tribe, something which was only going to appear after another 30 years. That time period saw the first successor to Allah's Prophet, as an example, -the day after he became the leader of the Muslims he went to the market. It's like putting someone in the white house and all of a sudden you find him the next day in a mall somewhere trying to sell some merchandise. They told him "What are you doing? He said, "Well I have a family to support, I have to feed my family." They said "No, No, No, now you have a responsibility towards the Muslims and we are going to have to secure for you what is going to take care of your family so that you can take care of the affairs of these Muslims." Now, obviously this doesn't indicate that the person was relying on tribalism or nationalism. Our problem today, you can substitute the word tribalism and instead of it you can use nationalism. Our problem today is nationalism. We want to fall back onto our national bases, we want our support to come from a nationalist context. Its easy to criticize a distant nationalism if you are separated by over 13 centuries from the Arabian nationalism that undermined this interactive relationship amongst committed Muslims who came together as a team, as an Ummah. Imagine if you didn't belong to that nationalism, it would be much easier to criticize it. And today, human nature is still around, we haven't become angels after 14 centuries, we are still dealing, encountering and opposing the same forces that were there at that time, some of us can see it and some of us cannot.
 

With all the confidence and the courage, the motivation and the high spirits that come to us from interacting with Allah through his un-impeachable book, with all of this, we still have difficulty today in taking a thorough and penetrating Islamic view of those who have gone astray in very accentuating ways. It is very clear to a soul that is in the Qur'an and a mind that accompanies the Prophet, that those who are making decisions for us today have parted with Allah and His Prophet in diametrically opposed ways and in a hostile fashion and we still don't want to look at them. Who can say with any basis or foundation that those who are ruling in Muslim countries are doing so in accordance with the Qur'an and the Prophets, especially when it comes to Makkah, Al-Medinah and Al-Quds? Who can say that people who are ruling in these areas are doing so in fulfillment of the Qur'an and in application of the sunnah? And, if they are not, why are we not busy or involved in exposing their true character? Why are we so slow in responding to the information that comes to us from Allah to show that these people who fast and pray are the enemies of Allah. They are not making decisions from the Masjid, they are not even making decisions from their own palaces and their own parliaments! These decisions are made for them in kaafir territories, they are then exported and imposed upon them and they act like the sicker pence that they are. They go around in the service of their masters and they take hold of all the Masajid around the world practically with none them even raising red flags regarding the exchange of agents that are taking place and the impact is has on Makkah and Al-Medinah. We are not talking about a land or a country or a nation state that is far from our holy of holies, and we would have spoken about anyone else who is in this position, but we have to do so equipped with this information and we have to present them with the ayaat and the ahadith that tell them directly to the marrow of their minds that they have left the pale of Imaan and Islaam altogether. This is not a matter of politicizing, this is not a matter of debating, this is a matter of understanding what Allah is telling us and then going public with the condemnation and denunciation of everything that they stand for using Islam as a cover up for their dirty work around the world against committed Muslims and annulling Makkah altogether. Right now, they are in the process of taking over an area around the Ka'ba and the Haram in which they want to build residential units. Some of these places are very historical and they have destroyed these historical places without any input from any Muslim anywhere. They do this as if Makkah and Al-Medinah belongs to them personally and individually. There are some people who say that they know of some places in Makkah where Allah's Prophet used to spend time, and they don't want to bring these to the attention of these types of authorities because they say they are going to put an end to that place because Muslims are going to worship those places. How ridiculous! How idiotic can human beings be to think that we are going to worship places where the Prophets were. We can revere, we can respect, we can exchange feelings of esteem with Allah's Prophets and the places that they went to. We would certainly like to go, and we think every Muslim in their right mind would like to go to the places that the Prophet went to. If the Prophet lived in a dwelling, we like to go and see how that dwelling was, we would not want for that dwelling to be leveled with the earth and for them to build a Holiday Inn or something of the sort as they are used to doing. 300 such historical areas have been obliterated from the face of the earth! Why?! Because we're not involved! The Masajid has been pacified and neutralized so they get away with whatever they want to do. They come to you on Friday and they give you a pill to put you off to sleep for an hour or two and if they're good at it, they'll put you to sleep for a week or a year in their types of presentations from their types of pulpits.

