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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6 (6-16-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 38

TAKFIR
Bridging then with now and looking at our own selves hundreds of years ago and nowadays is what is required of us in order not to lose the valuable experience that we have been honored to have. We have had serious trials and errors, we've made serious mistakes and we've also had accomplishments and achievements to our credit and merit. One of the issues that we have in our past that has the potential of coming back and haunting us in our present is the issue of what is called kufr or takfir. Before we try to take a calculated look at this issue, we should remind ourselves that this concept is a Qur'anic concept. It's not an accusation to begin with and it is not the improvisation of a group of people as it may have been intended at times to be. The word kufr and its multiple derivatives in the Qur'an are plentiful. There are many ayaat in the Qur'an that mention this word in context- this is the key to understanding it- "in context". This is by no means an exhaustive attempt, but we will attempt to try to have a sense of what this idea or definition is so that it cannot be abused by individuals and utilized by political powers as it has the potential of becoming if we ourselves are not there to absorb and to behave according to its meanings. Allah states in the very 1st ayaat of Surah Al-Baqarah- and His words are the eternal truth- this is just one context of the many other contexts in the Qur'an. It's as if it was meant for us to begin this elementary understanding of two opposite concepts. We cannot understand kufr in the absence of our understanding of imaan. Therefore, in a sense, the definition in the last two ayaat that were quoted is a further definition, even though it is a contrarian follow up to the definition of Imaan. Let's take these ayaat- we're not going to leave you in a mental wilderness. These are the beginning ayaat of the 2nd Surah in the Qur'an. 

The letters ALIF-LAAM-MEEM; constitute that Holy writ about which there is no doubt, a source of guidance for those who are conscious of Allahs power presence in human affairs (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 1-2)

A further description of this group of people who are on guard against Allahs ever present power in our daily and lively affairs is

those who are committed to the un-palpable or that which is beyond human senses and those who have institutionalized or standardized in society this relationship with Allah through the daily observance of Allah through the daily observance of Allah… (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 3)

This is another meaning for As-Salaah. As-Salaah is no longer an individual trait. Allah did not say Alladhina Yusallun. He said Alladhina Yuqimun As-Salaah. Iqamah As-Salaah needs a combined human effort and it intends for a social dimension. 

… and out of that which We provided them with, they give or disperse (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 3)

Anything that comes their way, they in turn distribute it. It is very important to follow these meanings of Imaan that are going to help us understand the meanings of kufr. 

And those who are committed to that which has been bestowed upon you (O Prophet) and that which has been bestowed upon those who have come before you from on high and they are certain of the approaching life- of the final life. It is they who are on a course of guidance from their sustainer and it is they who are successful or felicitous (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 4-5)

Now, we have a definition for what is now to follow.

As a matter of fact, those who are in denial, it is the same whether you caution or relay an ultimatum to them or whether you do not do so, they will not commit themselves to Allah. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 6)

Brothers and sisters- let us go through this in a way that we will understand each other. We're not just here to pontificate. This is a matter of you and us understanding what Allah is explaining to us. When Allahs Prophet (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) came to the people in Makkah, these people had no Islamic feature or character to them. They had no conviction or commitment that is drawn from the book of Allah into their social order, but, when Allahs Prophet spoke to them at the beginning of this divine communiqué, he didn't say to them "O Kaafirs". Even though in a lopsided understanding of the word, there are people who are more than willing to brand people who are not familiar with Allah, His scripture and His Prophet just the same way the people in Makkah, at the beginning, were not familiar with Allah, His scripture and His Prophet; but, Allahs Prophet was not broad brushing them with the title of kufr. He was saying to them "Ya Qawmi", "My People". This makes for a chemistry of communication. Allahs Prophet knew that the people around him were on the wrong path. They were potential followers or potential enemies of his, but they were not in the future where they had made up their minds regarding what position they were going to take for or against Allahs Prophet. That is why as this momentum of Islam and Imaan began to build up in Makkah, a counter momentum began to build up also, in opposition to Allah and His Prophet. When this momentum began to express hostility to Allah and His Prophet, then the words of kufr was introduced to the par lands of Islamic communication. Then we began to hear these ayaat from Allah explaining who a kaafir is. Notice in this ayah at the beginning of the Qur'an, the wording 

Certainly, those who are denial (In denial of whom?) and rejection of Allah, His holy book and His holy Prophet, it matters not whether you break bad news to them or you don't, because they are not going to commit themselves to Allah. (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 6)

Notice- in this ayah, Allah did not say "Innaladhina kafaru sawaaun alaihim adawtahum am lam tud uhum laa yu' minun". The fast and loose thinking that is preponderant amongst the Muslims and the non-Muslims today… There are people who have no warm relationship with Allah, His Prophet and the Qur'an who step into this area for dubious and sinister reasons- it's as if they get a kick out of disturbing this Islamic psychology which dwells in people like me and you who have not yet activated the delicate meanings of this Qur'an with the issues of this life. The word Andhara and Yundhiru is that you (O Prophet of Allah) whether you tell these people (of the opposition) of Makkah of the horrible consequences that await them in the matter of the social laws of this world or in the matter of the ultimate accountability that they will face in the coming world- in any case, whether you express this ultimatum to them, for them it's the same- "It doesn't matter." So now, Alladhina kafaru are not just subjects of a conversation. They are not interlocutors of two sides- one being the Prophets side and the other one, the opposite side. Now, they have hardened their position of opposition so that the Prophet is no longer just a communicator of a message, but a purveyor of a threat to them. This meaning flows in the rest of the ayaat of the Qur'an. There are people who have hardened their positions, entrenched their opposition to Allah and His Prophet from what is a theoretical argument to Allah and His Prophet to what will eventually become a physical and a military opposition to Allah and His Prophet. 

Just for a moment, let us select a few other ayaat from the Qur'an which we hope to understand within context so that we don't have any Joe Blow coming and imposing their definition of kaafir upon us and we run away with it. 

In Surah Al-Kahf, there is an encounter between two individuals. Most of the time in the Qur'an, we realize that kufr pertains to a block of people or a social trend, but it also pertains to individuals. In Surah Al-Kahf, (verses 32 to 38), there is an encounter between one individual who is on the side of Allah and the other opposed to Allah. We will try to give you the context and then zero-in on why one individual is presented with the question "Are you in denial of Allah?" This can take some time, so we'll just quote the ayaat and then give you the compact meaning. Ok- what's going on in these ayaat? For those of you who cannot follow this verbatim ayaat from the Qur'an. There is a person who is in possession of agricultural, financial and worldly wealth. That type of wealth has caused this type of person to think that this type of wealth is going to endure and continue forever. Even if he were to return to Allah, he will find better than what he has in this world. This psychology is described by the words of the Qur'an "Dhalimu li nafsi"- this type of person, with this particular type of psychology is doing injustice to himself. So, what does his colleague tell him? He asks him a question- after laying out this human characteristic, he says to him "Are you in denial pertaining to He who has created you?" Now, this person didn't say "I don't believe in God." To the contrary, he confessed to a Sustainer, a Lord and a Sovereign. He said "And if I were to revert or return to my Lord, my Maker (that's what he's saying), I will find better than the wealth that I have." So, even psychological injustice that germinates in the internal mind and emotions of one person can extend itself to become a practical denial of Allah. That is why his companion asks him "Are you in denial pertaining to He who has created you?" Do you see? If we can contextualize these meanings, in this case, Allah says about one individual who is doing injustice to himself – the inference from the quoted ayah of his colleague is that "by asking this question, it is inferring that he is in denial of Allah." 

Another ayah in Surah Al-Baqarah says

And the kaafirs are the dhalims (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 254)

If we understand these ayaat in context, we begin to understand that these people who are in a lifetime of denial of Allah eventually become in their own positions and status tyrants, oppressors and otherwise, individuals who are responsible for injustice. There is a transition- it can take sometime- either in the life of one individual or in the life of societies, and, the life of society is much more than an individual life. There is an inevitable transition that goes on for those who are in theoretical denial of Allah, to one day become practical deniers of Allah.

And the kaafirs are the oppressors (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 254)

There are other ayaat in the Qur'an when you look at this word. This is a key word and it has to be understood. We can't look the other way and say "we don't want to use this word." or we want to overlook its meanings- we can't do that. A word is used hundreds of times in the Qur'an and you want to overlook its meanings! Impossible! The only alternative we have left to us is to approach these holy words and this holy writ with our open minds, so that we can understand what they mean in context.

In another ayah, Allah says 

Those who say that Allah is a 3rd of three are guilty of kufr (Surah Al-Ma'idah verse 73)

They are not guilty of kufr simply because this is a verbal statement. You can give this statement to a parrot and the parrot will repeat these words. If the parrot repeats these few words, can you look at that parrot and say "he's a kaafir?!" NO! Unless there is a human paradigm for which these words stand- and when there is a human paradigm in objection to Allah, then, that human paradigm is guilty of kufr- especially when there are notions of racism that are drawn from it as anyone who has opened his mind can see abundantly around. 

In the opening chapters of our history, we want to remind you that one of the polarizing issues at that time was concerning leaders or rulers who usurped power- power no longer came to them via the channels of Shura and bai'ah. In the time of the Umawi monarchy, when Muslims had rulers who were illegitimately in power, there was a debate that took place pertaining to these rulers. They called them Al-Murtakibi Al-Kabira, which would roughly mean those who are guilty of a cardinal sin. To them, rulers who had grabbed power and were imposing their personal will on the masses of Muslims who were around were Al-Murtakibi Al-Kabira. How do you define this Al-Murtakib Al-Kabira? This was the position of those who were called Al-Khawaarij- they said that "Al-Murtakib Al-Kabira is a kaafir." There was another trend, something like what we called in our political phraseology of today "centrists". There were these centrists, called Al-Murjiah, who said "No! As long as you profess or verbalize your Imaan, it doesn't matter what you do, you are still a Mu'min." This Al-Murtakibi Al-Kabira, from this point of view is a Mu'min. Then, there was Al-Mu'tazilah, the rational school of thought that developed in Al-Kufa and Al-Basrah (if you can recall from previous khutbahs) who came and said "Al-Murtakib Al-Kabira is found in a position equidistant from the extremes of kufr and imaan." They called it "Manzilah bayna Al-Manzilatain", which means a status between that of kufr and imaan, so they said that he is a munafiq. But from that day, up until this day, there hasn't been some level minded Muslims … We are not trying to simplify this matter and we are not trying to be sarcastic about it- we're trying to stick to the facts as much as we can because you can see- nowadays, if you just open your eyes and ears- look and listen around, and you will see that there is a trend of what is called Takfir among the Muslims. You probably heard it in the news last week or in the past couple of weeks because of what has happened in Iraq. Because there are powers who want to ignite this defamation, place it out of context, use it for its political ends and in the interim, we ourselves are the victims, not because of what they are militarily planning, but because what we what mentally incapable of sorting out. So, you come today to the average Muslim and you tell to him "Ok- What does this word and its offshoots in the Qur'an which is used hundreds of times mean?" And most of the time, the answer is going to be a secular answer. As if we don't have problems enough trying to rethink ourselves, we borrow answers from those who don't even belong in our context or psychology. Then, we say a kaafir is an unbeliever, a heaven, a pagan or an infidel. All of these words, as ambiguous, misleading and sometimes impractical as they are- no person with a thinking mind encounters  living human beings around, and the 1st thing, if someone encounters a person that doesn't relate to God, the 1st thing that comes on your thinking mind is the word infidel or heaven. It just doesn't exist. These are words that are found in some religious literature and some books of history, but in the active mind of today, it doesn't exist. So, why do we come and try to latch onto them, as Muslims, to try to give to them definition or even insight into what an active and practical word like this word in the Qur'an should mean to us? So, it is taken for granted that when we come to a short Surah, which probably many of us may have memorized, that we should know what we are saying when we read a short Surah like this. 

O You who reject Allah and His signs, and His messengers, and His Power; I conform not to that which you conform to; Nor will you conform to that which I conform to; And I shall not conform to that to which you conform to; Nor will you conform to that which I conform to; To you be your way and to me be mine. (Surah Al-Kaafirun)

Here, we find that the word kaafirun is conjoined with the word Na'bud. Once again, Al-Ibadah is not to be understood through secular references or definitions- it is to be understood through the Qur'anic definition and context. Al-Ibadah is the lifelong consuming effort of complying with a source of influence. Al-Kafirun, in their individual or public configurations do not comply with Allah, whereas we comply with Allah- every thing we do and every effort that we exert is channeled towards Allah- this is our lifelong conformity to Allah and that is their lifelong denial of Allah. 

Brothers and sisters on As-Siraat Al-Mustaqim…

Some of you may have been following very closely what was said and some of you may have found some gaps in what you've just heard. We hope that your common knowledge and common sense is enough to help you understand that we are not talking about hypothetical issues and this is not conjecture into the unknown. These are the real issues that are issues of disagreement in an underground of active Muslim fermentation. In the past as in the present, Muslims who want to express their heart-felt convictions of the meanings of this Qur'an find themselves in torture chambers or dislocated from their homes, home towns and home countries- refugees, exiles, expatriates.  What is the reason for this? The reason for this is that they try in their own way to bring the meanings of Allahs narratives to real life. Some of them in these prisons and in these horrible conditions have evolved and expanded on a literature that makes it easy to brand other Muslims as kaafirs. If we can go back to one part of history- when this accusation (it was an accusation and not a word of truth and a statement of fact) 1st surfaced, it surfaced when the Khawaarij had their disagreement with Ali (radi Allahu anhu) and this disagreement climaxed in the accusation by the Khawaarij telling Ali that "you are a kaafir" . That is the 1st time it was expressed with the type of reverberations that we are beginning to notice in todays world. This was taken from that difference which happens to be in the same land that is played today with the scheme of igniting these internecine differences- remember Al-Jamal, Siffin, An-Nahrawaan and Karbala- these were all unfolding in the same territory that today we begin to hear this labeling of kaafir being played, used and exploited out of context so that it can sweep in tempers, ignite rages and drop bombs. When it began with this accusation against Ali, Al-Khawaarij went as far as saying "all the rest of the Muslims are kaafirs. We cannot eat their meat, intermarry with them and in the extreme cases, we cannot pray behind them or attend their Jam'aat. We have to fight and kill them because they are kaafirs." Brothers and sisters- because the way public discourse is in the Masaajid, in Islamic congregations and periodical meetings, no one is stepping into this area with their minds. They are stepping into it with their emotions. What do we want to do? Do we want to go and repeat this mistake from which we should learn? If we do not learn from it, we are going to bear its everlasting consequences. Who wants to do that? 

In their narratives, there is an instructive lesson (Surah Yusuf verse 111)

But who wants to learn? Do you want the door wide open for the trouble-makers? There was a survey that was done and the person, Al-Zarqawi, who was killed in Iraq by some of his sponsors- we know that we're opening ourselves up to more questions than we are trying to provide answers for- but a survey was done and 75% of public opinion in that part of the world consider him to be a hero. This is how much misinformed many of us have become and this is how much influence the media has when we can't speak to ourselves. When you and I can't open our minds to ourselves and we cannot have a meeting of minds and feelings in Makkah and Al-Medinah the way we are supposed to, then we leave open these wide gaps and cleavages and this is what begins to happen.
