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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters...
 
 Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/apps/videos/ (04-12-2004)
THE KUFR OF THE SAUDI REGIME-PART 6 (Q & A)
Q: Just a follow up to my last question in whish you were just saying that there are ways to overcome the Saudi Arabian government and a couple of times you used the word burst against or go underground; I mean is there a way to overcome these problems without Marxists revolution…?
A: Marxists revolution?!?!?! Justice is a very powerful force. Justice has to be done on earth as it is in heaven. If this justice doesn’t take its cause in peaceful manners, (which I think everyone prefers- no one wants/tries to have justice done by shedding their blood, losing a limb or a life), I mean we’d rather do it in any other way. The best way to do it is to open up our minds and exchange our thoughts and ideas in a brotherly civilized manner where you can listen to what I’m saying and I can listen to what you are saying; we can refer our thoughts to the Qur’an and Sunnah, modify them if necessary (or) change them if that is what is required etc. until we finally bring a public opinion into what becomes a critical mass to change these people who are riding roughshod over us- so by all means I am open to suggestions if there’s another way. (I mean), this is not a person who is trigger happy by any means. If there are forums/other channels for bringing about this transformation from the injustices that we are in right now to a world that offers us more justice, then I think), that would be the 1st choice of everyone, (myself included). The problem is, though, these opportunities don’t come on our way. As I said we can’t express ourselves like this in the original countries where (Muslims come from). My parents come from Syria and Lebanon, (let me follow up- some of these brothers think that there’s something this guy has between him and Saudi Arabia), I can’t even go to my ancestors’ land. Some of you can go to these places, but because, (I guess), a person who speaks his mind on the issues finds himself locked out of a lot of places- I can’t go to Syria, Lebanon, places in Arabia. I don’t want to, (you know), give you the list of places where I can’t go, but (I mean), look- it would show how much a person like me appreciates freedom of opinion/speech/ideas/conscience/expression. I’m not trying to say that United States government is terrific in this regard, but at least in comparison to the rest I can express myself here where I can’t in some other places- Saudi Arabia is not the only place.
Q: You mentioned that in the Muslim land you said that Muslims can’t have self-determination. I was wondering what’s your opinion regarding non-Muslims in Muslim lands. Do you feel they should also be recognized within the government? 
A: Yes- absolutely, no doubt. With all of the ailments, deficiencies and oppressions that has characterized, especially, this past century, minorities living in Muslim territories, (relatively speaking), are a little better off then are the general Muslim population. It is not ideal, we haven’t had the cantankerous history that has been the unfortunate lot of Muslims living as minorities in other lands; but once the Muslims reconstitute themselves politically and ideologically, definitely there should be freedom of expression even some sort of autonomy for those who are not by faith/persuasion/creed/religion Muslims.

Q: I have a couple of comments to make- sort of a total correction from what Mr Asi has to say. 1st of all Mr. Asi, as you know Saudi Arabia is a Holy land; it’s like the Vatican. You cannot build a Mosque in the Vatican nor can you build a Church in Saudi Arabia. There’s Churches in Kuwait, Dubai, Oman, everywhere. You cannot build a Mosque inside the Vatican nor can you build a Church in Saudi Arabia, (that’s number 1). 
(Number 2), every issue that has to deal with Makkah and Al Medinah, (and again because the majority of us here in the audience here are Muslims), every year Saudi Arabia takes all laws to the Islamic Summit that comes every year and it gets approved by the orders of the people, (I am talking about a country that I live in, come from and I actually visit in Makkah and Al Medinah). Also, the Shi’a has two representatives in what we call congress. You have to understand Al Jazeera is totally against Saudi Arabia and most of the Shi’a feel they have all their rights in Saudi Arabia and their rights have never been taken from. 
As far as the royal family- we are not saying we have the perfect country nor any country in the world is perfect- ok. However we do have some issues and the government is dealing with it. We have to progress. I’m sure (that) we reached in 70 years something that probably no one country in the world will reach in that time- ok. My father’s father, (my grandfather), was a Bedouin uneducated- (I mean),yet  we have students here studying in IT; that’s an amazing progress. But we/our governments usually take things one step at a time and would like not to be westernized. We would like to be on our own values the way our people would accept it- not to follow somebody or to be like somebody. We have our own identity and dignity and that’s why some of the brothers said that the members of the royal family do bring justice. If you did your research well- go and see how many times members of the royal family- if they have committed a misdemeanor- have been brought to justice and he actually punished them- the laws goes on everybody and everyone in Saudi Arabia. 

One more thing- if I were a country let’s say, (I’m a hypothetically speaking), I have somebody like your kind self bashing Saudi Arabia since 1981- why should I grant you the right to come to Saudi Arabia even if it happened to be our two Holy custodian Mosques in Saudi Arabia. Security is a major issue- we have people in Saudi Arabia who are bashing the United States in some sort of manner- they didn’t see the post sign and they try do get a visa from the American Embassy in Saudi Arabia; the American Embassy doesn’t give them a visa and they have every right.

As far as democracy- if you want to do a democracy in the whole Middle East, you would know what it will end up like! It will end up like the Khomeini regime which you were part of the same type Khomeini regime ok. We don’t want that; I don’t want my country to be ruled. I am happy with the way my country is ruling; other people are happy. Yes- we have problems, like any country; yes- we have crazy people who go and bar people- those people have been brought to justice and executed. There’ll always be crazy people- the question is how can we bring a mechanism in order to do this- it just takes time and this is our right, so if you are coming from this stand point and trying to give all these elements, (you know), give the others time. It is not good to say the negative side, say the positive side of the government; see how Saudi Arabia is the 1st country to support people Islamic or non-Islamic or Christianity. We don’t deny anyone their religion- Christians can practice their own religion in their houses or do whatever they want; jewish people, (if there are any), can practice their religion in Saudi Arabia. We respect every religion. However, if you are going to ask, and make the Christian and even the jewish audience think “then why is there no Church in Saudi Arabia?” When the time comes that we can build a Mosque in the Vatican, we’ll be more than happy. Thank very much.

A: I’m just going to make a very quick comment on that. The Vatican is not a reference for Muslims to do/not to do something. 1st of all the Vatican is a city, it’s not a Peninsula and it doesn’t have any binding authority on what Muslims should/should not do. It’s their prerogative if they want to look for an area for Muslims to build a Masjid- it’s already cramped as it is. If they find a place and they are permitted to do that, that’s up to them; if they don’t, that’s also up to them. We are held to a higher authority and that authority is the authority of Allah, God Himself. He tells us what we are permitted/not permitted to do and to the best of my understanding, there is no ayah in the Qur’an and no hadith that prohibits Christians and Jews from having their houses of worship, call them Churches/synagogues in the Arabian Peninsula. There’s a hadith, if I wanted to quote it, it would probably take half-an-hour to clear the air of the misunderstanding and the misrepresentation of that hadith, so I’ll just skip over that for a minute unless it comes back and people insist and we’re going to stay here for an extra 25/30 minutes. The other quick comment I want to make is about “if you disagree with a government then that government has a right to deny you a visa of going there.” You referred to, (maybe), some Saudi Arabians who disagree with the American government and the American government doesn’t give them a visa to come to the United States and therefore the Vatican in your 1st example and the United States government in your 2nd example is a reference point-these are no reference points for any Muslim in his right mind and heart. Besides, I am not interested, (personally), in going to Ad Dar’iyah, Ar Riyadh or these other areas in Saudi Arabia. If I wanted to go to places in the Arabian Peninsula it would be Makkah, Al Medinah and exactly where the Prophet himself went. If he went to Khaybar- I want to go to Khaybar; if he went to At Ta’if- I want to go to At Ta’if; I am interested in where he went. I’m very critical of the Saudi Arabian government, (you’re absolutely right), you’ve had a portion of that this evening, but just because of that “they say I can’t go perform my Hajj?!” I don’t know where that came from and I don’t think you know and I don’t think anyone knows except if we take a closer look at how the Saudi Arabian government has become an instrument of US and Israeli interests in the area; that’s the only reason you can give for a Muslim saying to him “you can’t come to Makkah and Al Medinah to perform your Hajj and your Umrah.” That’s all I wanted to say- there’s a lot more to say, but it’s late at night and I don’t want to tax the nerves of those who are here.
Q: One question and I’ll rest my case- Mr Asi, I have a court document; everybody can check it. How can you explain what happened during the Eid As Salaah on that day of July...

A: Before you go on, I want a clarification, you said “that’s a court document”; what’s a court document?

Q: It’s documented by the court.

A: What is documented by the court ?

Q: The incident that happened on Eid Al Fitr of July 1983- right; (you know), when everybody showed up and the police showed up and all that. I’ll continue- please.

A: Ok- I know what you’re saying now.

Q: Well, how can you explain what happened during the Eid As Salah during that day which is, (again), Eid ul Fitr, July 1983. During that day, you along with 50 persons entered the Mosque and tried to take over by violence. They, (you guys), kicked the Imam who was doing takbeer and one of your gang took the microphone and started saying “Al Asi is the Imam; Al Asi is the Imam” which is a plan of you and your gang for victory as documented in the court document. You can go into the website and check- it’s all there as documented by the court investigations; but, Al Asi, in your website you mention only that you and 50 persons were arrested. So, basically, (with all due respect to you, trying to act , (you know), all this nice kind of stuff); we need our part of the bargain (i.e.) to know who we are talking to because we are very interested and we know the truth and we try to bring it the truth to those people. Anyway, why did you not mention that in your website? Obviously, because it is a shameful act. So, can you explain to us why the court order document has stated “you and your 50 fellows actually took over the mosque and started takbeer for your right” You can go to the website.

A: On the website, I have put a link to the document that you’re reading right now. So, to say that the website didn’t refer to it is not true because the entire document…

Q: He referenced on his website that he was along with 50 people he did not reference that he, in a disguise, actually took the Mosque and took the microphone and kicked the Imam- this is what I am talking about. If he doesn’t want to answer… I wouldn’t answer if I were you.

Q:- Brother Asi, I don’t know what to say…(in the) 80 minutes, I heard some good points and I can stand by with you in it, but on the other hand you said a lot of negative points. I just want to say that talking in general; like you said in your talk “Saudi, Saudi, Saudi- about drinking doing whatever.” I mean it’s a big shock hearing it from you; you’ve never been to Saudi and you’re generalizing; you’re saying a lot of negative stuff about us. This is harsh and then I wonder if you have evidence as per individuals. You cannot go in a podium like this in front of such a crowd and then say “Saudi Saudi Saudi” in all your talk. 

(Secondly), in your paper on your website, you always refer to us as “Mushrikeen directly occupying Makkah and Medinah today” ; “the liberation of Makkah and Medinah from Mushrik control should be considered first”; “opposition to Muhammad (s) today, in Riyadh.” (I mean), I want to know if you’re referencing everything you take to the Qur’an, can you tell me how you can take the liberty and call us Mushrikeen? 

(Thirdly), in you paper “search for a political presence in the Islamic movement”, you are saying that you’re dropping the concept of “the People of the Book.” You’re basically saying “at the time of the Prophet they were called Ahl Al Kitaab,” but now they are considered unbelievers which is referenced as kuffar; I was wondering how this connects in what you said “in having Churches and Synagogues and whatever?”

And last two points- it was really hard hearing what you’re saying about Hajj in Saudi Arabia because I know the Saudi Arabians are paying million and millions of dollars and you can’t simply walk out and say “they are controlling with visas, they are doing this and that and they’re making it a big mess for bringing in people and there isn’t place for everyone; (I mean), you want to open the place to pelt Shaytaan up and have around 10 million people going up there and like making it worse. (I mean), We’re living in times that are so complicated politically that you can’t really open up. You want to take out visas? Is that what you want so that any person can go to Makkah anytime of the day and do Hajj and Umrah?! I don’t know- the way I see it, it’s impossible, but thank you for whatever you said and I hope we can get to the level where we can really represent some good points and bad points. Thank you 

A: Well, there’s a lot of things here, (1st of all- gee this goes back to a lot of mental work that I hope you can follow in these few minutes; the other thing I wanted to say is that), I repeat and I reiterate that when I refer to the Saudi Arabian governments and officials I don’t mean the people who live in that country. I am making a very serious and accentuated differentiation between the two. I am strictly speaking about some of these Saudis who come to casinos, night clubs, red light districts and get involved in gambling and womanizing and these types of things- obviously, I’m not referring to the Saudi Arabian people; I’m referring to these people who are supposed to be implementing the Shari’ah and they are violating it and getting away with it- that doesn’t mean the 18/19 20 million, (depending on who you are reading), inhabitants of that country. If no-one understood anything, I hope you understand that I differentiate and discriminate between the two- that’s on one level. 

On another level, we go back to the issue of the Islamic Center, which we’ve lived the details. I don’t want to bore you with the details, but being that this brother mentioned going back to the issue of the Islamic Center, calling 50 of us a gang and saying that some of us were yelling that “Al Asi is the Imam” or however that was phrased- let me tell you, and we’ve learned this through experience, when people, sincere and selfless Muslims, set out to try do the right thing, (whether it is our humble effort in Washington DC or whether it is a larger effort somewhere else in the world), what happens is that there are agent provocateurs who enter in the process and they try to either formant instability, instigate hostility or otherwise create a misrepresentation of what is going on. Precisely what happened on that day, Eid ul Fitr of 1983… we went into the Masjid. You have to understand (that) for three months prior to that, we were praying the Jum’ah prayers and other prayers in front of the Islamic Center. The Islamic Center, by orders from the Saudi Arabian Embassy, was locked/off limits/inaccessible to all of the Muslims of the area for three consecutive months. Without prior notice/notification/advertisement/anything they decided that one Eid ul Fitr day in July 1983 to open the Masjid that morning. You know, Eid ul Fitr prayers are early in the morning- at sunrise. They didn’t tell anyone that they were going to open the Masjid. We were going there thinking that we were going to be praying in the street just like we have been praying there before, (in the past three months). They opened the Masjid- this was a very good development; Alhamdu lillah- let’s go and begin the takbeerat inside the Masjid. We went inside the Masjid and began the takbeerat. As people were beginning these takbeeraat, (there were hundreds of people inside the Masjid), little did we know that there were five Ambassadors who were outside- they never came to Eid Al Fitr prayers, with the exception of one of them, the others were there and they were telling the people “to leave the Islamic Center.” We were inside saying the takbeerat; we didn’t know this was going on outside. This is what was going on; they were telling them “leave the Masjid” and they were coordinating this with the police. They brought in the police and as they were doing this, there were some individuals who stood up and began saying what maybe considered as provocative words such as maybe “Al Asi is the Imam” or these types of things to create the atmosphere of instability. We weren’t saying anything, we were saying the takbeerat but these were trouble makers in the atmosphere that were fomenting this kind of thing on orders of who? I don’t have any evidence- I have reason to believe it’s from whom, but I don’t have the evidence. As we were saying the takbeeraat they brought in the police and they took us- they handcuffed us on Eid Al Fitr and we had to spend Eid Al Fitr in jail in Washington DC for saying the takbeerat in the Masjid for Allah’s sake. Then, they took us to court for four months. These are two misdemeanors they charged us with- for disturbing a religious service, (we didn’t disturb anything, we were saying the takbeerat) and unlawful entry into the Masjid. No one told us “you can’t go into the Masjid” and we defied them and went into the Masjid. But for these two misdemeanor charges in court- we had families and responsibilities, but they wanted to break our morale- and they had the court in an abandoned building. They didn’t have it where the regular court hearings take place- this was a building on the side and they had us go into there for four months. They brought a judge out of retirement- the judge’s name was Judge Sirell. This judge and the jury who were listening to this throughout these four long exhaustive months what did they have to say? After having heard and listened to all this he had to rule on the “disturbing a religious service.” He said “from all I heard and know from these hearings, these 50 individuals did not disturb a religious service; and I ask the Justice Department to drop this case.” There was the number three official from the Justice Department who was there and he told our attorney “we will not drop this case against them.” So, there was one more charge and that was “unlawful entry into the Masjid.” I don’t know what unlawful entry is. The jury went into deliberations- after full week of deliberations those 12 individual jurists came out and said “we are guilty of unlawful entry into the Islamic Center” and because of that we cannot enter/go back into the Islamic Center. We thought they were bluffing; (I mean), think about this for a minute- “Can’t go into the Masjid”- (Don’t you) see? This not a matter that pertains to Makkah and Al Medinah; just like I said, their tentacles of this Saudi government is all around the world. They come and tell a Muslim in the United States “you can’t go into a Masjid”- that’s what they are doing. So, one of our committed brothers said “I don’t think this is real. I’m going to go. Let’s see what’s going to happen.” Listen to this- he walked into the Masjid and all of a sudden the police arrested him and took him to jail- they weren’t bluffing, this is real. “So we know they’re not bluffing so let’s pray where we can pray.” We’ve been praying there in the street in front of the Masjid. You’re welcome to come down on Friday and see; talk to the people- may be talk some sense into them.

Q: I’m asking a follow up question- if there was a way of regulating Makkah and Al Medinah outside of the Saudi government who and how do you think it can possibly be done by?  

A: I would suggest that a body of credible Islamic scholars be assigned the responsibility of regulating the Islamic activities pertinent to Makkah and Al Medinah. I am sure in the Muslim world there are enough Islamic scholars who are able to do that provided that they are not employed by any government, not getting orders from any authorities and they try their best to administer these areas in fulfillment of the Qur’an and the Sunnah- that will be a very positive 1st step in maybe relieving the Muslims of potential violent reactions as Makkah and Al Medinah stay captivated as they have been for all these years.       

Before I go into that- I don’t want to try to give the impression that I am skirting. I just realized that I wrote two notes- the brother had asked a couple of questions, one of them pertaining to the issue of how I referred in some of the writings to the Saudi government being on par with Mushriks, if not Mushriks themselves. That is a very good question. There was a telephone conference where I tried to answer this question, but I’ll give a very quick answer to you. Obviously, the person who asked this question is very conversant in Arabic. There are two ayaat in the holy script- one of them says … 

In this ayah, the last ayah in Surat  Al Isra’, it combines the word shrik and mulk. So, this word Ash Shirk which has been down sized in the literature of official Saudi-dom  is pertinent to the affairs of Sovereignty and Dominion. The other ayah in the Qur’an says and Allah does not tolerate anyone to be a competitor or rival in His law, judgment and in His governance. So shirk pertains to these two issues- Hukm and Mulk. The way the Saudi Arabian government functions is that when it comes to decisions pertinent to Hukm and Mulk, it has placed the United States and the Israelis as intercessors with Allah thus committing the supreme sin of shirk. 
The other issue pertains to “you used the number 10 million people going to the Hajj” This goes back to “it’s almost impossible to have a floodgate of Hujjaj come through Makkah and Al Medinah to stand in Arafaat in 24 hours, the capacity of which is around 2 million, (which is the number of Hujjaj that are permitted to go there nowadays on one hand and then to perform the other subsequent/sequential rituals of going between As Safa and Al Marwah or At Tawaf or rami al jamarat. Imagine 10 million people there in a fixed time?!” For those of us who are familiar with the conduct of the Hajj- the other responsibilities or stations of the Hajj besides waqf Al Arafaat can be done on different days; there’s a latitude there. It doesn’t have to be fulfilled in a particular time frame. The only thing that has to be done in a particular time frame is waqf al Arafaat, standing on Mount Arafaat. The question is “how do you have if there’s going to be numerous people coming to Hajj in the millions…”
