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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhamdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad, his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose intentions become the will of Allah....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6
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CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 28
ISLAMIC HISTORY: 2ND THOUGHTS
As we move ahead and try to dig up some facts that have been buried by generations and centuries of combined elements of ignorance, indifference, deviations and injustice, we should always remind ourselves of the accurate information that comes to us from Allah. In our pursuit of this truth, we are cognizant of Allahs words

In their narratives there has been a learning, moving and touching experience, but only for those with core knowledge (Surah Ahl Imran verse 13)

And Allah says

Speak to them the accurate and the correct narrative, which may become a reason for them to think (Surah Al-A'raf verse 176)

So when the information comes to us from Allah regarding previous chapters in human history that centers around Allah, His Scriptures and His Apostles (alaihis salaam), we don't just consider this for the sake of some history tale or story that we read to ourselves. It is meant to instigate our reasoning, to move our ideas and stimulate our thoughts. What is meant by recalling, reconstructing and recollecting these facts together is that we should consider these events in light of the mind and the reasoning that Allah has given us. We've spent many weeks considering the Islamic Political behavior that has gone unnoticed and placed deep down in the chapters of our history and been neglected. The purpose for doing that is to fulfill the meanings that Allah has mentioned in these ayaat. One important aspect or component of rejoining our thinking selves with this rich human experience that many Muslims, (yours sincerely included), are not conscious of is the appreciation that Allahs final Prophet (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam) leaves us with. We have to repeat to ourselves that our human existence in this world in our relationship with Allah has suffered numerous setbacks in the history that goes back to the beginning of Prophethood and revelation. In a sense, we can say that there was a physical and material failure that describes this history. In these pertinent events, never have we scored a political and military sustained victory. The Prophets of Allah came and they tried their best, but in the physical and material sense, there was nothing that they could produce for the record. There was no Islamic state, no Islamic decision making body and no Islamic social order that we can speak about, with the possible temporary or passing exception of Dawud and Sulaiman (alaihimas salaam)- all the rest, there's no accountability for a fortified, anchored and extended Islamic success- it doesn't exist. There was frustration, there were times when the Prophets felt that they had run out of patience and they want to give up on this responsibility- and this was expressed throughout and throughout. Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, Isa (alahis salaam) all came to that climax and statements were made.

My Sustainer, have not one of the kaafirs dwell on this Earth (Surah Nuh verse 26)

My Sustainer, had been your will, you could have destroyed them and me long ago; would you destroy us for what the fools have done from within us (Surah Al-A'raf verse 155)

O Allah I am overwhelmed and oppressed; come with victory (Surah Al-Qamar verse 10)

But what happened after this historical sequence of less than material and physical success, because in every other sense of the word, all the responsibilities and tasks of these Prophets was a success- don't misread this history- only, in the physical and material world, it did not express itself as such. Then, finally, Allahs last Prophet comes with a break through. Now, there was the element of Fath that was absent in the previous, thousands of years of scriptural and prophetic history and Muslims had the physical and the material expression of their relationship with Allah. Islamic finally becomes a social order, a decision making process, a leadership, a government and a state. If we look at the deviation that took place when Muslim rulers became kings, monarchs and individualistic rulers absent the Shura, the equality, the popular participatory politics, freedom of expression, thought and conscience- we can understand that it is very difficult for Muslims to be very critical of this success having gone at the highest level in the wrong direction. People, even scholars, would hesitate to be critical of injustice and mistakes at the highest level when we are speaking about the 1st and the only sustained physical, material, social and political manifestation of Allahs revelation in history. Some scholars would say "What are we doing? If we begin to criticize our rulers who have become kings and monarchs, we may be chipping away at this only success that mankind has- so we better be careful with that." This may explain to a certain extent some of the psychology that has been slow, indifferent or aloof and not willing to take a hard calculated look at mistakes when they happen. This type of attitude, especially now, after centuries of accumulation of these types of mistakes, cannot be justified by the Qur'an or the Sunnah. The 1st reconsideration we have to make, while acknowledging what we have is a historical responsibility. What we have is the only success in human history- Medinah, Islamic self governance and the growth of this reality unto other cultures and societies and civilizations is the only thing we have going for us, so when we turn critical of its mistakes, we should be very conscientious and very accurate- not some type of blank statement that throws away our deviations along with our accomplishments. This is not what we are doing and it is not what we intend.

The 1st self-re-evaluation of ourselves is the notion of the Quraishia. From the 1st generation of the Muslims up until this day, in our political vocabulary, there is something special about Quraish- after Islam and after the Prophet. This we cannot find a rationalization for in the Qur'an or in the valid Sunnah. There's nothing special about any tribe, nationality or nationalism or family in the world. The ayaat of the Qur'an and the established hadiths of the Prophet make this very clear. 

O People, be conscious of Allah who created you out of a single nafs, created of like nature his mate and from them scattered like seeds countless men and women (Surah An-Nisa verse 1)

This is an understanding of the homogenization of the different strains and the corresponding varieties of the human social and physical condition. There's nothing that is in built in our understanding of Allah and His Prophet that gives a superiority to a family or a tribe or a nation when that is not accompanied by a consciousness of Allahs power presence in the individuals lives and in societies lives- anyone who breaks that rule and violates that consciousness, even if he is from the genetic material of Quraish, doesn't stand on favorable grounds with Allah. 

And We have rendered you into derivative strains of ethnic stocks and corresponding blocks of people and societies so that you may become familiar with each other, (not that you may rationalize wars against each other, not that you may give credence to discrimination amongst each other) (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13)

The Prophets words, "All of you came for Adam (alaihis salaam), and Adam himself comes from dirt, the soil of this earth. So, there is no preference for an Arab versus a non-Arab or the opposite and there's no preference for a white over a black or the opposite, except for the element of Taqwa," ie. the consciousness of Allahs power presence in human affairs and in social reality. So, no-one can come and bring you and me a blank statement that says that Quraish is the most preferred for the responsibility of ruling. Where does this come from? It has no basis. Even when some of the scholars researched something like this, they found that you can't fit a governorship superiority for Quraish comfortably in the context of understanding the Qur'an and the Sunnah. If, and there are some hadiths that mention Quraish, but if we were to understand them in the overall development and establishment of an Islamic political and social order, we would understand this as not giving preference to a tribe because of its tribal material, but giving it honor because it eventually has become the environment of this Islam. In other words, when the attachment and responsibility of Imaan is acquired by Quraish, centre most to it is the element of Taqwa, it gains honor and therefore, maybe a 1st of consideration when it comes to allocating the issue of governance, authority and leadership. We don't have a Bani Israel mentality in us and just because these are Quraish, and anyone born in this Quraishi setting are superior and the rest are inferior. This doesn't have an argument in the Qur'an or the validated Sunnah of Allahs Prophet. So, there's nothing wrong if we take a close look at this now that we want to assume our Islamic governmental character and say that this is not element to be taken into consideration, especially after all of these years- who can come and say that this person is a Quraishi descendant and this person is not?! There's no longer an accuracy as was the case fourteen hundred years ago when they used to have pedigrees for horses. They used to keep count of the blood connections- meticulously. That's no longer the case, so how can a person in our time, in the real world that we are in come and say that this person is a Quraishi noble and therefore he is more qualified to lead than the rest? It doesn't exist. By taking issue with this component in our political vocabulary, we're not trying to bring down what was accomplished then and the Islamic momentum and Islamic movement of political opposition that continues up until our day- we can't confuse these two issues together.

In looking at all of this, the other one is… there's a concept called Ahl Al-Halli Wa Al-Aqd. It means, more or less in todays language, representatives of people who are assigned the responsibility of choosing, selecting or appointing a ruler. If you want to take our literature and our scholars back to the time of Allahs Prophet, that wasn't used. In the days of Allahs Prophet and in the days of his khulafa' (radi Allahu anhum), there was no such thing as Ahl Al-Halli Wa Al-Aqd. This may have been generated during the monarchy era or the individualistic ruling eras that followed after that. It's very hard to get a grip on what time frame it originated in. There are some who said it mat have gone back to the days of Umar ibn Abdul Aziz (radi Allahu anhu), it may have been a little before or after, whatever the case is, this concept is not a concept that finds it's justification in the words of Allah or in the words of His Prophet. The Prophet of Allah didn't say that if in the future you are going to decide on a governor or a ruler, you refer this issue to Ahl Al-Halli Wa Al-Aqd. So, what is wrong if we want to go back to our basics- the Qur'an and the Sunnah- and dust away the cumulative effects of time and say "we want to take it from here"- meaning we are going to have to go back to the concept of the bai'ah. People, the raw material of society; you and me are going to have to agree or disagree on who is going to make the ultimate decision for us. We can by-pass this if someone comes and says "we can place aside this Ahl Al-Halli Wa Al-Aqd  issue or we can incorporate it in a process- it becomes one component in a larger process of deciding who the Imam, Khalifah or Emir Al-Mu'minin is going to be- and that's not going to take away from our successes.

Another area that some of our minds are not informed of is when Al-Khilafah Ar-Rashidah was undermined by Al-Mulukiyyah- with the dynasty of Muawiya and what was to follow- and by the way, all the major administrations that the Muslims had after Al-Khilafah Ar-Rashidah- the Umawis, the Abbasis and the Fatimis- tried to draw on what is called the Quraishi legitimacy- all of them. With the disputes, wars, underminings, polarizations and antagonism that was among these three factions who eventually became the misguided rulers of the Muslims, they all drew on this legitimacy of this Quraish. Back to the 1st deviation in our history (we have to repeat, once again), the deviation doesn't take away from our innocent pride in the accomplishment of having an Islamic state in Al-Medinah and having a period that didn't deviate from the principles of the Qur'an and the Prophet, but little is it known- and this is why we bring forth this information- that when Muawiya imposed himself as the ruler of the Muslims under the title of Khalifah- it doesn't fit him- he was not a Khalifah, but when he imposed it as such, there were people who refused to give him the bai'ah. Al-Imam Al-Husein, Abdullah ibn Zubair, Ubaidullah ibn Umar, Abdullah ibn Abi Bakr (radi Allahu anhum) among others, refused to give him the bai'ah. There were others, but these are the ones who are more or less well known to us. So, how do we have later on that many of us settled it in our minds that there was nothing wrong with this person becoming the king or "Khalifah or Emir Al-Mu'minin" of the Muslims? How does this happen? It happens when we don't have this vital information, it's not presented to us so things like this begin to happen. We even have scholars, just to name a couple of Muslims scholars that are known for there position in Islamic history that had the overall state sponsored fiqhi mentality undermine their Islamic rational thinking- one of them is ibn Hazm and the other is ibn Khaldun- they're known, obviously, for their participation in this Islamic history that we're talking about. With the brave ideas that they had to offer, when it came to Al-Quraishiya and Ahl Al-Halli Wa Al-Aqd, and making a very clear distinction between the period of Al-Khilafah Ar-Rashidah and then the period of monarchy that followed, to put it mildly, they were ambivalent. They could not come out and with a Qur'anic and Sunnatic mind and draw the line and say that Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali were legitimate rulers of the Muslims who were following in the line of the Prophet and then the kings that followed after that were not legitimate. We're taking these as examples, with all the erudition, insight and mental capacity- Al-Mawardi, another Islamic type of scholar who worked his mind in the political area of things, may not have been as expressive in trying to attribute illegitimacy to rulers when they went off course. This is a matter that is yours and ours. This is not a time when we leave these cleavages open for the people who want to cause havoc in our midst and bad feelings amongst Muslims. This is the time when our minds rush in to fill the vacuum and empty area. 

We'll try to speak about this later on in more details, but the 1st expression of reconciling Muslims with an illegitimate Islamic political status quo- this may be a contradiction of terms- "Illegitimate Islamic" – illegitimate is in the fact of the matter and Islamic is in the imposed term on the fact of this matter- it doesn't belong here, but that's what's being used. So, when we regroup this description in such a way, we do so taking into consideration the fact of what was really there and then the imposed propaganda on that fact. When we take a look at the Umawi, the Abbasi, the Mameleek, the Ottoman, the Safawi, the Fatimi and other scattered political entities around and consider them very closely, we trace the beginning of reconciling this political opposition, which we saw was expressed in terms of life and death at Karbala, Al-Harra, Al-Kufa, Al-Basrah, Al-Medinah, Hejaz, Al-Bahrain and many other areas that we covered in these past weeks- we saw how Muslims, from their relationship with Allah and with the confidence of the teachings of the book of Allah and His Prophet opposed political deviation, but early on there was this trend that you cannot oppose by the use of force rulers who have gone off course. With all the opposition that ibn Taymiyah and ibn Al-Qayyim expressed towards the rulers of their days, what is left in the literature of today is that they say or attribute to these types of scholars (these two individuals, in addition to another person called Abu Ya'la Al-Farra' who is included in the early salafi history), statements such as "to live 60 years in conditions of dhulm, injustice and oppression is better than to live one night without Sultan, an authority or a government." That is one statements that they cling to, to justify the absence of opposition. Another statement that basically goes along these lines is that "it is not permissible for Muslims to express physical opposition to Dhalim rulers, because the consequences of that are worse than what we are opposed to"- as if we know what the future brings. They rely on an incident in which they say that people went to Allahs Prophet and they asked him, "Should we take on some Umara who are delaying their Salaah?" There's some question marks about this, but it is there- let's not question what they consider to be a legitimate hadith- but in your right mind, who are these people who would come up to the Prophet and say "We want to take on, by physical force some commanders or governors who are delaying the Salaah." This had nothing to do with Iqamah As-Salaah, this is Ta'kheer As-Salaah. Then, the Prophet said, and look at the discrepancy in citing this hadith- people are coming to the Prophet and saying "We think we should take these rulers or Muslim governors on by force because they are delaying As-Salaah" and the Prophets response was "No, you don't do that as long as they are responsible for Iqamah As-Salaah." They're speaking about Ta'kheer As-Salaah and the Prophets response was about Iqamah As-Salaah. With the inconsistencies that are in this narrative, it is extended to tell you and me that we are not supposed to object and oppose illegitimate rulers and illegitimate governors. Now, the landscape is littered with illegitimate rulers and governors and they want to extend this argument to us today and say "You Muslims- don't even think about it!" We can remind them by a hadith, a person, Hudhayfah ibn Al-Yamaan, comes to Allahs Prophet and he asks him "After this prosperity and abundance (this Imaan and Islam that Allah has privileged us with), that we have now, is there going to be a set back to previous conditions of jahiliyyah, denial and opposition to Allah? Is that going to happen?" Then, the Prophet of Allah said "Yes, it is going to happen." Then he said "So, what do we do? What is our fortification in times like that?" And he said "Bi Saif" As-Saif means literally the sword, but this is a reference to the use of power. When there was no Islam, meaning in the social, political and military dimension of things, Muslims did not equivocate or hesitate one moment to think about carrying arms. In this hadith that is across the board, the Prophet speaks about when times deteriorate- and they've deteriorated now there can be nothing beyond this. If people are trying to avoid a fitnah at that time, now there is a fitnah to the power 100, if not more, so what are you trying to avoid? None of this is going to make sense to people who don't want to think, reason and approach Allah and His Prophet with their minds.
Brothers and Sisters, committed Muslims…

Just one of the issues- these issues come from time to time and they expose how vulnerable we are to the position that we are in- recently, and it's probably going to be in the news a little more- only Allah knows, there has been a type of news incident that causes the type of confusion within minds that are disarmed from the type of information that we have been communicating- it is said that a person in Afghanistan, a Muslim by birth and maybe by rearing, becomes a Christian and there are some Muslims who say that he is guilty of Ridda. Brothers and Sisters, if a person is guilty of Ridda, that means that he denounces Islam in its social, political, military and economic expression besides its religious and ritualistic components after having given his word, ahd, and mithaq, his vow to Allah to uphold his political, military, economic and social standards of Islam. When todays Muslims are born and raised in families and societies that do not have any of these Islamic components to them, how can you come and accuse or say that when a person wants to cross the grey line that has marred the relations between Islam on one side and Judaism and Christianity on the other side and when a person passes this grey line in its ritualistic and religious definition, that person of the crime of Ridda?! In the time of Abi Bakr, when Ar-Ridda was at its height, Muslims (so to speak) were praying and doing everything that everyone of us does. The only this they were not doing was they were not participating in the Islamic treasury, they withheld their Zakaah, they broke with the financial element of Islamic solidarity and they were called Murtad Deen. This may happen in other places and this is not encouraging anyone to step out of his Islamic personal responsibility, but it will happen and it's happening and it will continue to happen as long as we are delinquent in our supra or trans-religious and ritual responsibilities. We give fodder for these events to occur and then we turn around and say "we're going to drop the sword on your neck because you did something like this?!" You see- brothers and sisters, this is what happens when we no longer have the extended definition of Islam in our lives the way it was then- some people who are ill-equipped or lack this knowledge come and they want to draw conclusions and take away this persons life. They have taken away the heart and the mind of Islam in the world and don't want to return to that heart and mind and bring that heart and mind back to the human condition, and then, an individual like this who may be following his conscience or who may be doing this out of survival or for whatever reason- wants to go from being a Muslim in the religious sense to becoming a Christian or someone else and now, we remember that we have  a little power that we want to use against a weakling individual like that. Then, there's a hey-day – there's a lot of words and a lot of literature that's going to be written about this and in the form of the people who speak for the Muslims, we don't have a balanced mind that can go out with the information coming from Allah and His Prophet and clear the air on this issue- that's why we need more of this vital information and that's why we need more, to learn from our precious experiences.
