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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims… 

Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (01-08-2008)
SLAVE MENTALITY
It has and continues to be our endeavour to the level of understanding of what has become common words, repetitive ayaat and worn out ahadith; it’s been our effort, juhd and ijtihad to reinvigorate what has become lost meaning whenever ayaat or ahadith are mentioned to us. We know, in a general sense, from the social and propagandistic climate of our time that there is, (what appears to be), an unending reservoir of malicious, hostile and aggressive establishments, think-tanks and armies that are ever ready to pounce on the Islamic pulse that is rooted in Allah and His Prophet. We have numerous Muslims who are willing to shift with the current. If we take a look at an ayah from Allah’s defining book- He says in an ayah in Surah An Nisa’, which speaks about one of those buried details in our history. At the battle or the 1st clash at Badr, when the people, establishment and government of Makkah, (so to speak), had scored a victory against the Muslims, in front of public opinion, as they forced the Muslims out of Makkah i.e. the kuffaar and Mushrikun of Makkah were enjoying a propagandistic high and now comes the 1st clash of arms or war between Makkah and Al Medinah at Badr. (Don’t be surprised brothers and sisters, we’ve seen other things happen.) When this 1st clash took place there were those few individuals who were Muslims in Makkah, (remember this, because this detail is buried in our history), who were overwhelmed and they were convinced by the Mushrikeen of Makkah to fight on the side of the Mushrikeen against the Muslims in Al Medinah at Badr. This was a time when Islam had not proven itself, and if the past is any indication, the Muslims may be defeated. So, these Muslims of limited resources who were residents of Makkah- in what is called later in fiqhi vocabulary, dar al harb, fought on the side of the Mushriks against the Muslims. To address this development, (and more than that_, to speak to this psychology which was not going to die after the battle of Badr, Allah revealed this ayah in Surah An Nisa’ 
Without doubt, those human beings who Al Malaaikah bring to death in a state of injustice and offence to their ownselves …(Surah An Nisa’ verse 97)
These expiring Muslims had done injustice to themselves. 
… the angels ask these expired Muslims, “What was you condition in life?” They said, “But we were defenceless and powerless in this world.” The angels replied (to these expired Muslims who fought on the wrong side of the war), “But wasn’t Allah’s land as expansive or extended to have you go forth into this wide range of Allah in the world?” … (Surah An Nisa’ verse 97)
Isn’t this world or globe of Allah as accommodating as to be receptive to you when you go out in it? What do you think- the whole world is Makkah and Hejaz?!” What are they going to say? They can’t say a thing after that, so Allah draws the conclusion here
… those types, their shelter is Jahannam, and you can’t have a destiny worse than that. (Surah An Nisa’ verse 97)
OK- the 1st thing we realise it that this particular detail in our history is not expressed in public nowadays, and we should understand why. Any Muslim with an average range of thinking will know that if Muslims begin to speak about this issue, then Muslims are going to realise that events that happened 1,400 years ago have their parallels and corresponding events today. 

OK- now we come to just the past century and we find that their were Muslims from North Africa who were fighting with the French Legionnaires against Muslims in their own countries and against non-Muslims in far away countries. What were Muslims doing with the French Legionnaires who were fighting in Vietnam and South East Asia? What type of excuse do they have? Muslims from Turkey were fighting with the United States Imperialist forces in the Korean war- what were they doing there? Is their any justification for their combat duties from the book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger, or does this ayah accurately apply to them? 

Then, Allah says to us in an ayah in Surah Hud, (remember- these ayaat only speak to thinking people; if you vocalise these ayaat in the absence of your brain, you’ve accomplished nothing), Allah is saying to you and me and the rest of the Muslims who, (if only they), could only listen to these meanings and understand the intent here
Don’t rely or place your confidence on Alladhina dhalamu or don’t accept the support that comes to you from Alladhina dhalamu because the result of that is that you are going to be scorched by the fire and besides Allah you have no Awliya’ or supportive allies and then, be advised that if you do go and place your confidence and draw your support from Alladhina dhalamu, you will not be victorious. (Surah Hud verse 113)
Alladhina dhalamu is a broad definition that needs its peculiar designation in every generation and era. Alladhina dhalamu in today’s world, generation and era are the Imperialists and Zionists- these two words that have become officially banned from the Manabir and Masajid. The powers that be will permit a hazy pronunciation and a foggy impression of alladhina dhalamu, but they will not tolerate a timely and the immediate breakdown of who alladhina dhalamu are in our time and generation. If only we had Muslims who have the courage to state these facts and explain them with clear and clean hearts and minds; but what we have is, (we’re not trying to be sarcastic or facetious), Israeli Muslims. Israeli, (here), is a Qur’anic word and Muslims, (here), is a Qur’anic word. What do we mean by this? We quote an ayah from Surah Al A’raaf

When Banu Isra’eel-were living in the slavery of the Imperialist power of their time, and Musa (alaih salaam), causes them to by pass all the structure of that power into a land of potential freedom- crossed the sea, these wretched miserable Children of Bani Isra’eel encountered a people who were devoted to their asnaam or idols or graven images... (Surah Al A’raaf verse 138)
OK- here, you can summon all the historical information that you have about Bani Isra’eel- the cruel treatment, discrimination and political/social/economic slavery that they were living in for generations; you would think that people who were living the Imperialist Egyptian Pharoanic policies of killing off the male Israelis so that the mothers, daughters and sisters stay alive and endure that slavery would never want anything to do with it, so they were physically transferred Egypt of the Pharoah to another society of religious deviance and they saw a society and people who had their own religious system with it’s values and foundations, and what did they say? Listen to this, so that we are no longer Israeli Muslims
… they said “Oh Musa, designate for us a God the same way they have their gods. (Surah Al A’raaf verse 138)
Now, in the strict sense of the word, this is Tawheed dressed up with Shirk! They didn’t say to Musa “OH Musa- designate for us gods the way they have their gods or deities similar to their deities. Listen brothers and sisters- at least understand what you read when you read it

… they said “Oh Musa, designate for us a / one God… (Surah Al A’raaf verse 138)
Musa was speaking to them about the One God; but what they wanted was something beyond that i.e. a one god that fits into the religious system of those who have other gods. (It’s) the same thing with today’s Muslims- you tell them “but there’s a lot of similarities between you and the Israelis.” They tell you “What are you talking about?!” This is only one citation of the similarities or common denominator that exists between Israelis and today’s surface Muslims. 

… Musa replied to them and said “indeed, you are a people of ignorance. This society that you desire to be like…”  (Surah Al A’raaf verse 138-139)
This is what happens to inferior people- slaves are inferior people, (we’re sorry to say this, but it’s a fact and facts have to be stated)- this inferiority does not go away easily. It’s true that Musa brought Bani Isra’eel out of the Egyptian slavery and now, they had the advantage of living a life of freedom and independence, but they didn’t want that, they wanted to be like these other “superior’ types. Just because a society has its embellishments and modernity, (so to speak), doesn’t make it superior! And, (we can say to the Muslims), just because we don’t have the modernity that others have doesn’t make us inferior and the others superior! 

… these are people who because of the circumstances that they are in, shall self destruct and invalid is what they are doing (Surah Al A’raaf verse 139)
They could have the best technology in the world, but Allah can invalidate it and bring them to and beyond the point of self destruction.

Say: can there be any other Deity/Authority that I ask for you besides Allah, and in the meantime He has preferred you to the rest of the peoples of the world (Surah Al A’raaf verse 140)
Allah is preferring people who are living an inferiority complex. He wants to move them out of generations and centuries of slavery and here they are, they don’t want to live outside of slavery. There’s something in them that drives them to live juniors to their slave masters. The hostilities that come our way, (as we said at the beginning of the khutbah), are coming from all directions. There’s an ayah that many of us have in our homes, on the walls- we decorate our walls with this ayah- the ayah says 
Those who are in denial of Allah and His Prophet are on the verge of devouring you with their looks or targeting you with the way they look at you; as if the way they are looking at you are arrows that are coming your way… (Surah Al Qalam verse 51)
When does this happen?

… when they hear adh dhikr…”  (Surah Al Qalam verse 51)
What is adh dhikr? This is another word that many of us read and repeat- adh dhikr simply speaking are the facts and the knowledge that go to the mind and the confidence and justice that goes to the heart. This becomes a mental reminder and a conscience reminder- that’s why it’s called dhikr. Your thinking becomes conscious thoughts and your feelings and hearts have conscious levels. This is dhikr. It’s not something you just remember. Anyone can remember anything, but it’s not going to be dhikr if it does not cause that change of mind and heart back to where it’s supposed to be! So, when people who have hostile looks cast their vision on the Prophet and those who are with the Prophet turn that way when we gain this dhikr i.e. when there’s meaning in our minds and a conscience in our hearts. This reminds us, (some of you may be older to remember), when the Islamic change took place in Iran almost 30 years ago, there was an outburst or flood of words, essays, columns, commentaries and discussions about these ayaatillah in Iran. The way they described one of their own- an ayatollah- they said that he has “twinkles in his eyes.” The way they described another, the Imam of the revolution is “he has sparks coming out of his eyes.” (Take) a look at the difference! (Take) a look at how they send their arrows, spears and informational bullets to our perception and many of us are just consumers of this foul information
… and they will say (about the Prophet and about everyone emulating the Prophet), certainly he’s crazy” (Surah Al Qalam verse 51)
The Qur’an, Allah’s words, penetrates all of their propaganda; sometimes they come with measured words and sometimes they spread sweet introductions only to snare us in their conclusions; Allah by-passes their sweet introductions and their sour conclusions. All they want to say is Allah’s Prophet is crazy (nastaghfiruhu wa natubu ilaih) and by extension, they want to say that we are crazy. (Did) you get the message? This will explain to you the events of the previous years when we are regaining the dhikr component of Allah and what He is saying to us.

Another aspect of this inferiority character that dwells comfortably within us is when you see some people who come to a scholar, leader or a person of status in society- they want to discover what his internal thoughts are, so that if he asks them about something, they will tell him what he wants to hear. This is a disease in ourselves! We are not Allah’s conforming subjects in this life and world to tell even our respected leaders what they want to hear if it violates our own God-given conscience and mind. Let us go back to the pace setting era in our history- at the battle of Badr, for the 1st time, Muslims had prisoners of war, (POWs), and Allah did not reveal as of yet to the Muslims what to do with prisoners of war. So, the Prophet asks those who are with him what do you think we should do with these POWs? There were two distinctly opposite opinions, (without going into the details of this), one opinion says that they should be amnestied and made to return to Makkah and the other opinion said No; they were intent on killing us so they deserve capital punishment. All of this was a dynamic around Allah’s Prophet, but, not in any of the books and sources that we’ve encountered were there at least one individual who was trying to figure out what does the Prophet want so that I can say what he wants. The Prophet solicited their opinions for them to speak their conscience and mind and when they spoke their conscience and mind, there were two conflicting opinions which would tell us that Allah and His Prophet have given our conscience and minds the freedom to contradict with each other; but what we have to understand as a qualifier is that none of them were speaking out of ill feelings or were trying to express a personal interest.
Then, he tried to bring this to a conclusion. We know (that) in our history, we had the Moghuls who invaded and occupied the same land that is invaded and occupied today, i.e. Iraq. Once again, one of the issues that is six feet under in our history is “how did this happen?” Because many of us have this glamorous and infallible imagery of rulers, (who long before the Moghuls invaded had deviated from the standards and principles of Allah’s Prophet)- one of these kings by the name of Khawarism Shah received, (what would be called in today’s language), an Ambassador from Genghis Khan. To make a long story short, this Muslim king decapitates the Ambassador or kills him; that instigated all of this hostility that ended up with the occupation, invasion and bloodshed that we have in our history books. That was a tragedy- hundreds of thousands if not millions of Muslims were killed and injured. Of course, we know what happened after that- after only a couple of generations itself, the invaders became Muslims. But the issue is, (and we ask you), was this invasion more damaging and detrimental to us, Muslims, than those who early on in Islam, (because of the political corruption that set in), who were called Al Murjiah,who said that “as long as there is iman, whatever you do does not count?” Which was more destructive, the Moghul/Tartar invasion, occupation, bloodshed and warfare in Iraq or that idea that still lives on in the heads of hundreds of millions of people that “if you have iman, then it is not necessary to consider what you do.” One of their statements (was) “iman is not necessarily related to a resultant action;” this is the tragedy that has begotten all other tragedies from which we still suffer up to our day now and here. The Prophet of Allah on one occasion chose a person from Al Medinah, from Al Ansaar, to become a military encounter in a limited military expedition. This commander looked around was not satisfied or irritated by those he was commanding so he told them to go and collect some wood and to spark or kindle a fire. Obviously, they obeyed- they went and brought some wood and they kindled a fire. He said now you throw yourselves into the fire. Some of them said we’re not going to do anything like that or don’t do it. Then, they referred this matter back to Allah’s Prophet and he said if you were to enter this fire, you never would have extricated yourselves from it. Isn’t this a lesson for those who want to blindly accept orders? 

Brothers and sisters, Committed Muslims…
Does anyone of you feel offended if you are in your Islamic and Qur’anic frame of mind if we say that we are living a time of inferiority? Muslims are inferior- there’s no blushing about this fact (and) there’s no apology about reality. If this is the case and this is the truth, it has to be stated. Just this past week, there were demonstrations, marches and riots in Gulf countries by people, Muslims and non-Muslims alike who are being paid petty wages for demanding labour, who came from the Sub-continent of India. Who’s responsible for this? People who resemble us and share our religious celebrations and who attend our congregational prayers. The condition has become so dire that one of the religious figures in the Islamic movement in Jordan a few days ago expresses his mind to the people, governors, rulers and Emirs in the Persian Gulf “to have mercy on your brothers” (what he means is on Jordanians and Palestinians who are beginning to live conditions of starvation.) Who do you speak to when you speak to people who have all of this wealth, weather they are kings, Emirs or Presidents.

A President in a North African country had his son arrested for two days in Switzerland, and then because of that, all types of motions and movements were done (such as) going to the Swiss Embassy, prohibiting ships that have a Swiss flag on them and not sending anymore petroleum to Switzerland. Why? Because for two days, the son of one of these Heads of State was taken along with his wife for interrogation because they were beating- on whom? They were not beating any Israeli soldier or any Imperialist black boot- they were beating two servants also from North Africa, Al Maghrib Al Arabi, and these two servants went and complained to the authorities and then all of this happened. These are the types of political criminals that we have all over the place and they get away with this because we give them the chance to get away with it; they see that we are inferior and they capitalise on our inferiority. If we just had common sense and we stood our grounds, they wouldn’t be able to get away with any of this.
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Jum’ah on 1 August 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
