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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the
criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family.  
Brothers and Sisters- Committed Muslims....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (15-07-2005)
HAJJATUL WA’DA’

One of the difficulties that we encounter in our current state of development is that some of us feel that what is lacking in our communication with the other is the other’s ignorance of who we are or our inability to explain who we are and therefore we are in need of discussions, interfaith meetings, dialogue of religions or civilizations- some of us think this is where we are in our current affairs. Those who choose to think this way choose not to understand precisely the contextual words of Allah. Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims- if we live the meanings of Allah and if we regenerate the decisions of His Prophet, we live the particulars and details of those who preceded us, in other words, we don’t lack information concerning a yahudi, a nasraani, an opponent to this Islam in theory- a kaafir, or an opponent in practice- a mushrik. We are not void of this information. If we are grounded to this Qur’an and rooted to the Sunnah of Allah’s Prophet, then it is not we who are in particular need of information coming from other sources about who these others are. We know (almost as a matter of common sense) that the previous attempts that preceded the Qur’an and the Prophet winded down in today’s failures of those who claim that they are related to scripture and to God. In the Qur’an, the verses that show that this Islam has been a historical fact- you take those who are considered to be in the jewish realm of history or jewish context of scripture. Yusuf (alaihi salaam) said 

Oh my Sustainer cause me to expire as a Muslim and to join those who are virtuous or those who do what is right (Surah Yusuf verse 101)
This is a matter of understanding Allah- it’s not a matter of exchanging mental, academic or interfaith information with those who disagree with us on matters of what is called religious affairs.

She said I have surrendered with Sulaiman to the Sustainer of the world (Surah An-Naml verse 44)
This is in reference to Bilqis, once again, this is an Islamic statement. This statement from Ibrahim and Yaqub to their Prophetic descendants 

Allah has customly selected this deen for you, so do not expire except that you are in a state of surrender to Him (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 132)
But this whole affair is lost because of the shortness of thoughts that we ourselves have. We have failed to understand the range of our responsibilities, so we shrank into a religion. When we forced-placed ourselves in the type parameters of a religion we begin to think that “wait a minute, we need a common conversation of common sense with people who disagree with us on matters of faith- we don’t need that because part of our make up and development is understanding how others think and act towards Allah. Any cursory reading of the exact text will produce for you and me a mature understanding of who these others are, so it becomes a fact that they are in need of this understanding. But, are we to speak to them when why place the terms and the conditions of what we are going to speak about or is it Allah who does? Let us recoil for a moment into the common body of information that we have to see where we have gone wrong. 

After Al-Hudaibiyah, the 1st attempt of the Prophet to go to Makkah, about 4 years short of the ending of his life span or lifetime, he send emissaries to the rulers of the time. When you send a courier with some information to a distant land to speak to those who are making decisions for the world- what was in those communiqués? Was it a message that had to do with “listen king so-and-so or emperor so-and-so, you are required to pray and to fast”? That was not the contents of these messages. Allah’s Prophet was not telling these people “this is what God expects you to do you- have to pray 5 times a day and you have to fast a certain amount of days in a year, etc.”- the way we understand today’s Islam to be. This was not the case. What these emissaries or messengers were communicating was the issues of justice. This is where they did not want to reconcile themselves with God, because this message of God stands for justice. So, if we are going to begin a dialogue or commence an interfaith program with these people who don’t share our principles, our message to them should be (this doesn’t come from us, this comes from the precedent of Allah’s Prophet) one in which they understand that Allah stands for justice and they should be the implementers of justice on earth. But where do we have this in the real world today? Is this the type of communication that goes on between Muslims on one side and all of those who are on the other side? We dare say with confidence- this is not the case, because we no longer understand our range of obligations. We have recoiled into a set of ritualistic and religious, personal and private obligations. We no longer have that scope that brings us into contact with the larger world. Can you see -Allah’s Prophet, never failed to conquer or liberate Makkah. And then he sent emissaries out with the message of justice to the superpowers of the time. Then, when he finally made it into Makkah in aam al-fath, the year of liberation, one of the statements that stands out- the Prophet’s sentence says, he is speaking to Quraish, an organized power structure that opposed him for 22 years running, this was a war and after this triumphant return to Makkah he says Quraish,  listen, Allah has relieved you of the impulse of a society, a structure and a system of ignorance and the pride that it has in its ancestry and forefathers-  which means Allah has relieved you all of nationalism and ethnicism that draws on these factors. All of you are extracted or come from Adam and Adam come from the soil of this earth and the ayah in Surat Al-Hujuraat 

We have rendered you into extractions or derivatives of each other and We have also rendered you into blocks of people corresponding to each other so that you may become familiar with each other, (not that you may rationalize wars against each other, or that you may give credence to discrimination amongst each other)So that you will co-operatively understand, Indeed, the most noble among you are those among you who are keen on Allah's Power presence (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13)

This is a message of equality and justice in human society that needs it today and we go around telling them “look, you have to pray and you have to fast.” Where did we get this reductionist Islam or this reducationist deen? (Take a) look at ourselves, we haven’t given it our thought. When we speak about deen and when we speak about Islam, there is not really a probing, thinking and discriminating mind that will tell you a deen… and what is deen? Because we’ve been occupied- there is a lot of mental territory, that we have, that is under occupation; we don’t only have a holy territory that is under occupation we also have mental territory that is under occupation- what is deen brothers and sisters? You’ve heard this word many times; it is mentioned in the Qur’an repetitiously; you will encounter it numerously in the ahaadeeth- so what is deen, (a word you always come in contact with)? We still are satisfied up to this very moment saying a deen is a religion. NO! A deen is not a religion. 1st of all, to make it simple, a deen is a debt that you will spend your life repaying and not being able to fulfill it- it’s a post livelihood debt to Allah; and which ever way you organize your life to pay off this obligation to God or to whomever you consider your superior, is considered your deen- that’s for starters- this is not a religion. Obviously if we understand deen in this sense we are not understanding what the word religion is. Deen is the institution, burden, onus, collectivity or (without the negative vibes of today) the corporate life that we have. This is a deen- we have a deen others have their deen 

To you be the way you organize you life and to the others the way they organize their lives (Surah Al-Kaafirun verse 6)

It’s not religion with this over emphasis on rituals and religiosity. Can we just take one step (at least) in understanding what we are? Then, when we organize this i.e. when it becomes a pattern in life that Allah is satisfied with we call it Al-Islam. This is what all these people were trying to communicate.

Indeed, the only way acceptable to Allah is submission to Him (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 19)

So, if we no longer understand deen to be this “religion”, we begin to understand it to be the life long range of responsibility that is organized according to a certain pattern- it’s no longer a religion. Some people try to attempt to capture its meaning by saying it is a system. This is where we (right now) are marking time, because if we fail to understand what Allah is telling us we begin to fail to understand what our responsibilities are; and if we are don’t understand them we will never be able to execute or discharge them. These are critical moments in the Prophet’s life time that don’t register very much in our memories and minds- in Hajjatul Wada’a, the farewell speech that the Prophet gave in Makkah- there was 23 years of opposition and now he gives his farewell address to those who were assembled there- may be 10,000 to 20,000- and what issues was he speaking about after 23 years? If the Prophet understood Islam the way we understand it today, he would have told them “finally now, we have people all over praying 5 times a day; they are honoring the month of Ramadhan.” He said nothing to that indication. He spoke about Ar-Riba, all forms of usury are terminated (he said) and I will begin with the immediate one that concerns me, which he called ribba’ al ‘abbas- that is to be terminated and no longer a part of our lifestyle and economic institutions. That is the accumulative affect of being dead serious about justice and equality in the world and not about a battery of rituals. The cumulative speech of 23 years of struggle, and he speaks about fairness to women in society and women are the generic material counterparts of men, only a man of honor does honor to them and a man of disgrace disgraces them. These are issues- brothers and sisters- that are rocking human societies. These are the words of Allah’s Prophet in Hajjatil wadaa’ a Muslim is a brother of the other Muslim, you shall not revert after me (the Prophet is saying) to deviants or opponents of Allah in which you strike each other to death. What happened? Do we conveniently become Muslims and all of these social justice issues that he struggled 23 years for and expressed in this farewell address are absent from the way we pursue our deen or organize our Islam? If we can’t differentiate between a deen, and its meaning- we never thought about it; no one has taken just a little time to reflect on what it means- and we are satisfied to be carried with other peoples’ understanding of it. They give us its meanings and definitions and we carry the meaning that comes from them- these opponents of Allah and His Prophet and then at the end of the day we say we want to enter into a discussion with them, when we have borrowed ¾ of our thoughts from them?! At least to begin with, we should have the independent thoughts, character and will before we say “hey, let’s go on this type of encounter with those who we assume know nothing much about us.” This is where we are. These are real events in the real world in the real today. We’re not talking something theoretical and hypothetical, it’s real. Policies are enacted around false assumptions and false ideas. That is why when the Muslims around Allah’s Prophet left Makkah and Al-Madinah to other parts of the world they were leaving with a message of justice and that’s why… Who became Muslims? Brothers and sisters, this area that we’re looking at, especially the one that is called the holy land, there was no Muslim living there, these were Christians and jews and the Muslims were not going and telling them “you should pray, fast and go to Hajj!” They were going telling them you should be concerned with the problems and the issues of justice and equality in the world. This was our jihad- a jihad for equity, justice, equality and fairness and everyone was watching and many people were accepting but when we subverted this meaning (we did it ourselves) and then our jihad was one for spoils of war- we wanted to go to have some resources- then people began to say “well this is a religion against another religion.” So these other people began to whip up their religious hysteria against us and we countered that in a defensive motion by reducing Islam to a religious hysteria to counteract what they are doing- this is where we are today, because Muslims are failing to recast these original meanings within the life long scope and range that they are in. Every jum’ah ends 

Allah demands justice (Surah An-Nahl verse 90)
How many times- we mean- a person who has listened to this 50 times a year and maybe had 70 years in his life time of going to jum’ah prayers-  3,500 times- listening to

Allah demands justice (Surah An-Nahl verse 90)
Isn’t this what almost all Muslims in the world listen to at the end of every jum’ah? Where is al-adl? Why aren’t Muslims anxious to have this feature predominant, central and overwhelming in human society? This adl is not a monopoly of some people; this adl not a privilege of some class; this adl belongs to everyone everywhere. Where are we? Are we interested in this? NO! Because the person who is on the Mimbar on Fridays mechanically citing this ayah at the end of the khutbah has spent, in addition to the deen he is part of, 

To you be the way you organize you life and to the others the way they organize their lives (Surah Al-Kaafirun verse 6)
that is their deen- (i.e.) reducing Islam and shrinking or boiling it down to your satisfaction of having performed your personal obligation and whatever happens in this world- you could care less about because you are sanctioned to think that way and consider yourself to be saved for spending a lifetime that way because you are told so from the Minbar from the Masjid and even from Makkah itself. The Prophet of Allah, whether it is after or before the Hudaibiyah, on to his entering into Makkah or in his farewell speech to those who were listening was outlining for us the responsibilities that are put together to make up our collective being. This was to be destroyed by rulers who came and imposed their illegitimate administrations on this course of action. We witnessed a historical decline and now it is time to begin a historical upward direction. Is it going to take sometime, sacrifice and some challenges? Of course it is, but if we place our hearts, and minds in the care of Allah,then it doesn’t matter what comes in this regard. It didn’t matter when they were doing it right and it will not matter to us when we are doing it right.

Brothers and sisters who share the meanings of the Qur’an and the understanding of the Prophet…

In the context of our time, we should be focusing our attention and shedding as much light as we can upon those who are in violation of Allah and His Prophet. An ayah in the Qur’an makes it mandatory upon us to be able to visualize and to predict what the mega criminals of this world are up to.

So that the course of these types of criminals becomes clear (Surah Al-An’aam verse 55)
- this ayah is saying, but here we are, trying to build up the necessary vocabulary. Something has to begin somewhere. Here we are, trying to build up this vocabulary that will enlighten us as to what is going wrong around us. Brothers and sisters, if we have accompanied our mind and conscience in the past 20 years (or so) we have seen many things. In the United States, if you are rich, have the resources and the money you are a Republican; if you can’t pay you bills, are having problems having ends met at the end of the month, you’re a Democrat. It was fashionable just 15 years ago to be considered within the Saudi circle of Islamic activities. Some people considered belonging to the Saudi orbit to be somewhere on top of the world at the time- look at now. What happened? This is what happens to people who are disconnected from Allah and His Prophet. They bounce from one feeling to the next- it’s the yoyo effect, they go down and they come up; reacting to the hand that puppeteers them. This is not a feature or characteristic of those who belong to Allah. We are not yoyos. We don’t feel that we have to be apologetic for this Islam and this responsibility that we have. We feel as confident as to take these words to those who have structured injustice in this world. We don’t want to speak to them about praying, our dietary laws or any of these simplistic and sometimes ridiculous approaches that Muslims have with the world around. We want to go to the heart of the issue. Charity begins at home, and if there are Muslims who are in violation of justice and equity in this world we want to deal with them 1st. If those who are ruling the country of the Haramain and leasing out that country to those who have the money and the military might, they are doing an injustice and Muslims should be able to say so from the Mimbar every juma’h and on every occasion. What’s wrong? You don’t to find enough courage and confidence to say that these are traitors and mega criminals? If we don’t have the understanding that is not subject to the market- our understanding of the Qur’an is not a subject to the Dow Jone’s or to Wall Street or to the economic fluctuations of this world- we have a free flowing and independent relationship with Allah that is not influenced by the proactions and the reactions of those who are opposed to Him. Only those committed Muslims who are able amplify the meanings in the Qur’an to the larger whole outside that are centered on justice, fairness, equity and equality can look forward to a relief when they meet their Maker. Because some people have undeveloped minds and they haven’t thought much about what Allah is saying, they think “why mention the Saudis in your khutbah?” If these minds had thought a little more, they would have asked Allah’s Prophet “why mention Quraish in your khutbah?”; they would have asked Allah “why mention Firaun in Your book? Why mention Aba Lahab in the Qur’an?” We pray that the time is quickly approaching when we can with a comfortable conscience and with a thinking intellect mention these criminals- and we know we are supported by scripture and by Messenger.
