	THE STREET MIMBAR 
JUM’AH KHUTBAH (2 May 2008)
webpage: www.geocities.com/khutbahs
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/the_street_mimbar/
PLEASE e-mail Suggestions & Criticisms to khutbahs@yahoo.com
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’sharal Mu’mineen...
 
Audio on http://almusawwir.org/2007/12/29/learning-from-history/ (29-12-2007)
THE MUSHRIKS IN CHARGE OF MAKKAH AND AL MEDINAH TODAY
In light what is happening to us, (literally) personally and in the larger sense of the body Muslims in this world, we consider the meanings of these ayaat. Allah says in Surat At Taubah

It is not for the Mushrikeen to build or dwell in or put life or momentum into the Masajid of Allah… (Surah At Taubah verse 16) 
All of these meanings are strung together. 
… while they bear evidence of kufr against their own selves; they are the ones who have their labor and deeds aborted, cancelled and disregarded and in the fire for eternity. 
Rather, the Masajid of Allah will be built physically and humanly (i.e.) as a matter of construct and content or the ones who are going to construct and bring life to the Masajid of Allah) are those who are committed to Allah and the final day; standardize As Salaah or who make As Salaah palpable in human life and those who have the circulation of money institutionalized in society as a matter of purification for the wealth and resources in their possession; and they stands in awe of no-one except Allah and even hope remains that they become guided. 
Have you rendered or regarded those who provide water and lift matter concerning the hospitality of the Hajj on an equal par with those who have committed themselves to Allah and the final day and therefore exert, endeavor and struggle for the course of Allah and on a course to Allah? In the eyes of Allah (so to speak) they are not equal; and Allah does not guide people who offend, transgress against, oppress or do injustice to themselves. (Surah At Taubah verse 16-18)
This is in direct and clear words the transition of the meanings of the Qur’an to the language that we are speaking in. Now, from the general understanding of the ayah, let us pick up some information that pertains to the content and context of this ayah. During the time of Allah’s Prophet’s struggle, the 23 years, that he spent in a night and day struggle against the occupiers, administrators, governors and rulers of Makkah, it was towards the end of this stretch of the last years of his lifetime that Allah sent down to him and to us Surat Al Bara’ or Taubah that begins with a disavowal and a severance of relationships between a (now) full fledged Islamic authority, (with the leadership of Allah’s Prophet and its center in Al Medinah on one side and the Mushrikeen centered in Makkah on the other side. It was now, just a matter of time before Makkah is liberated; the liberation of Makkah when these ayaat were revealed was pending; everyone knew it was just a matter of a short time and Makkah was going to become free from these Mushrikeen. It is in this context that Allah’s Prophet sent Aba Bakr and Ali to Makkah in the year before his Hajj. These ayaat were revealed to speak about the control and management of Al Masjid Al Haram. Even though they were intended for the listening and obeying Muslims, the larger society who were not Muslims were now listening to Allah, the Qur’an and the Prophet because they have become powers to be reckoned with! This wasn’t the Prophet during hi s days of persecution in Makkah; this was a Prophet 20 years after those days and times. What is Allah saying, when Muslims are listening closely with their hearts and minds and the Mushrikeen and Kuffaar are also listening closely, but with their plots, deception and under handed behavior… The ayah is saying
You can’t expect Al Mushrikeen to fulfill a role that is constructed pertaining to the House of Allah (Surah At Taubah verse 16)
There are those with their legitimate qira’aat who said- ibn Abbas (radi Allahu anhu) and others read this ayah in the singular instead of the plural; the other seven qira’aat had Masajid Allah- these Mushrikeen that Allah is speaking about who have been in control of this Masjid in Makkah since time immemorial, since ancient times going back to when it was constructed after Ibrahim and Isma’eel (alaihima as salaatu wa salaam). What Allah says- He doesn’t describe them as millat Ibrahim. Those who were in control of Makkah were not millat Ibrahim; those who were running the affairs of the Haram were not Hunafa’- a description given to Ibrahim; they were not called Muslims, (obviously). Allah gave them the accurate definition and meaning- they are Mushrikeen. Now, brothers and sisters, this khutbah is intended to speak to your mind and heart, (we’re not putting you to sleep as is the case withy these who occupy these Masajid)- in all of the Islamic literature that we have, (believe us, our humble speaker has not come across any details there-of), we don’t have an accurate or detailed description of the rituals that were performed by these people who were running Al Masjid Al Haram, Makkah and Al Ka’bah. Approach any scholar and just ask them “describe to me how did these people who were controlling and commanding Makkah and this sacred area during and before the life-time of Allah’s Prophet pray?” If you are as fortunate as our humble speaker is, they will tell you that “their prayers was an echo or a watered down or distorted version of the prayers of Ibrahim and Isma’eel – that’s as specific as it gets.” OK- what were the prayers of Ibrahim and Isma’eel? We know that customs, traditions and cultures take their toll on societies generation after generation, but there doesn’t seem like there was a serious departure from the religious character of these people (so to speak); but then, the question poses itself- they didn’t have any serious, (and in some historical books, they said that before the Prophet Muhammed received revelation he used to honor and pray in the mode of Ibrahim and Isma’eel), if that is the case, it appears very clear that this sharp wording of these ayaat in the Qur’an go beyond the “religious character” of these individuals or that society- this is an extremely important issue to understand. In His meticulous, precise and accurate words says 
It is not for the Mushrikeen to build or dwell in or put life or momentum into the Masajid of Allah while they bear evidence of kufr against their own selves… (Surah At Taubah verse 16)
Even though we know what we know of them within their religious capacity, Allah was not fooled by their religious reflections or features. These Mushrikeen who are in-charge of Makkah, Al Makkah, Al Bayt and Al Haram were in their essence and life endeavor, (i.e. meaning in their social activities), providing evidence and proof (if proof was ever needed) throughout many long and arduous, extended and tortuous years against Allah’s Prophet and those who were with him that they were in denial of Allah. 

… they are the ones to have everything they do in life lose its value and in the fire they shall dwell forever. (Surah At Taubah verse 16) 
A little background or context to this ayah for (those of) us who don’t get the right and critical information when we need it… Immediately after the battle of Badr, one of the prisoners of war that was taken at Badr was Al Abbas, the Prophet’s uncle, at that time he was not a Muslim yet and he was on the wrong side of the issue and he heard the Muslims speaking about the Mushrikeen- those religious Arabians of Makkah- and how they were in violation of Allah and His Prophet. What more do you want than for them to come to war? That’s what these Mushrikeen did- they came from Makkah to Al Medinah to war against Allah’s Prophet. He was listening to this and he says wait, listen- (his nephew, Ali ibn Abi Talib (radi Allahu anhu) was harsh on his uncle) you are mentioning those negative things about Makkah but there are positive things! Are we not the ones who are offering water to the pilgrims?! Are we not the ones who are the maintainers of the Ka’bah?! Are we not the ones who are the custodians of the Haram?! Almost the exact words that are used by the current Mushrikeen who are ruling over Makkah and Al Medinah! This ayah was not revealed immediately the when this was taking place; as if there was a staggered response to this concern of Abbas that came years later in the form of these ayaat in Surat At Taubah. Because we know that traditions, customs and conventions have a religious grip on us and because this khutbah goes thousands of miles away, some people will ask “what are you trying to say? Those who are in control and command of Makkah and Al Medinah- who pray five times a day, fast Ramadhan; offer water and food, give discount junkets and pay the round-trip tickets for those who want to go to Makkah and Al Medinah throughout the year, who give money to some Islamic Centers and charities here and there- (do) you mean to tell us these people are Mushrikeen?” We don’t mean to tell you anything! What we want you to understand is what Allah is saying to us- that is all that is required. These are ayaat; we’re not quoting some scholarly dissertation; this is Allah’s final and eternal word to our transient and mortal selves. 
It is not for the Mushrikeen to build or dwell in or put life or momentum into the Masajid of Allah while they bear evidence of kufr against their own selves; they are the ones who have their labor and deeds aborted, cancelled and disregarded and in the fire for eternity (Surah At Taubah verse 16)
That’s what Allah is saying- probably the heavy dose of tradition that bars your assumption of these God-given responsibilities that begin with the correct understanding is “that it is very hard for us to see them in this light. Take it easy.” Allah says 
And many of them do not commit to Allah except that they be Mushriks (Surah Yusuf verse 106)
Now- come to terms with what Allah is saying. Brothers and sisters, honestly- some of the internal and mental instability inside the Muslim general public mind is simply taking place because we have not taken the time to think about what Allah is telling us.
… they provide evidence of their denial of Allah’s authority and power everyday … (Surah At Taubah verse 16)
 Whether you read about them from their own media or from Islamic “more accurate media”- it doesn’t matter, the evidence keeps on coming in that they are deniers of Allah. Who are the brave souls on the Manabir of the world who can take a Qur’anic look at these people who have smothered Al Masjid Al Haram, Al Bayt Al Haram and Al Ard Al Haram and say “now we understand who you truly are”? 
… they are the ones who have aborted everything that they do (Surah At Taubah verse 16)
OK- they may give some money to some Islamic Organizations, schools and Centers from Washington to Makkah- they do that, we can’t deny the facts, but does that make them committed to Allah or is this trying to cover their tracks through these contributions and donations that they give? Do you want to listen to Allah? We don’t give up; Allah doesn’t give up- 

… and in the fire they shall stay in an ever lasting manner (Surah At Taubah verse 16)
Those who are going to bring life to the Masajid of Allah are those who are committed to Him and the final day; and they make As Salaah a palpable part of social life… (Surah At Taubah verse 17)
(It’s) not something you do behind closed walls! It’s something that you are confident of doing so that it becomes part of the public discourse.
Do you think there is a zakaah in what they are doing? Most of the money that they make is polluted and foul. This is not zakaah that they give; this is like bribes because the people that they give to remain silent- in effect they have bribed them; Az Zakaah is not a bribe! Az Zakaah is a social concern for the rest of the Muslims! 
… and they stands in awe of no-one except Allah… (Surah At Taubah verse 17)
Are these the types of figures we have? This darkness that is now coming out of Arabia; this ambiguity that is institutionalized with the help of these Arabians and this opaque mental world that they are in that is financed by the resources of that Arabia- ask them “do they fear Allah?” Some of you may be able to go into this Islamic Center because they will permit you, so ask them “are you demonstrating your fear of Allah here every Friday? Is this a demonstration of a fear of Allah when you force Muslims to pray in the streets for a quarter-of-a-century or do you fear your superiors- in this city, from the executive to the legislative to the judiciary- who have placed you in this position?” All the branches of At Taghut is who they fear- they’re not in fear of Allah! 
…  and even hope remains that they become guided. (Surah At Taubah verse 16-18)
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims, the other ayah that we were supposed to speak about we have tried to explain in previous khutbahs 
Have you rendered or regarded those who provide water and lift matter concerning the hospitality of the Hajj on an equal par with those who have committed themselves to Allah and the final day and therefore exert, endeavor and struggle for the course of Allah and on a course to Allah? In the eyes of Allah (so to speak) they are not equal; and Allah does not guide people who offend, transgress against, oppress or do injustice to themselves. (Surah At Taubah verse 18)
This is what is happening to us, (probably not us personally)- we ask Allah that we are not included among these people who equate the Saudis who offer water and a few facilities in and around the Ka’bah with those who Are in an arena and in a jihad. How do you equate these? How do you make them similar to each other? They are not! Rest assured that they are not! This truth will develop and eventually present itself even to the most stubborn who are trying to resist it with all the carrots and sticks that are brought their way- this truth is going to manifest itself sooner or later. The last comment on the parallel between those who were in control of Makkah 1,400 and 1,500 years ago in control of it today- these Arabians today, present a character of finessed hypocrisy. At least at that time we had people who were true to what they say- even if they were enemies of Allah and His Prophet, they were at least in their enmity true to themselves- unlike today. Those at that time, when they used to go to the Hajj, some of them used to go to this Masjid Al Haram that we are talking about naked, (i.e. with) no clothes on. We said they were true to themselves; they confessed that they committed crimes and misdemeanors in those clothes so they didn’t want to take those clothes and go around the Haram obeying Allah with what they considered to be part of the crime. When they used to do that in those conditions and in those days, they used to say Labbaik Allahumma Labbaik when Muslims today go to the Hajj, what do we say? The same thing Labbaik Allahumma Labbaik. Then, they used to say, just like Muslims today, Labbaik La Sharika laka Labbaik. Remember, Allah is describing them as Mushrikeen- they used to say Labbaik to Allah; La Sharika Lak; Labbaik; then, here’s the exception except for an associate of Yours who does not rule, but you are the One O Allah Who rules, Who is the Sovereign (and) Who is in control! With today’s concentration of customs and traditions that have substituted for Islam you tell this to the average Muslim! That’s why this type of information doesn’t come your way- because the people- these self-styled scholars of Islam who ascend the Mimbar every Friday- who know this know that if they are going to tell you this type of information, they’re going to have to explain a lot of things and the things they’re going to have to explain is going to get them into trouble and they don’t want to be in trouble so they don’t explain these things to you. By Allah and with Allah- if there’s something you can expect from this time and place every week, it’s going to be the truth and nothing more or less.  
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims …
We know the man-made and man-designated deities and what they are doing; we, (Muslims here and thousands of miles away), are not going to play dumb and bury our heads like an ostrich under the sands and pretend nothing is happening. They know that the Islamic reality has been born again so from time-to-time they try to occupy us with issues that will distract from them. The biggest issue now is the sectarian issue. They throw at us Sunni and Shi’i and some of us have fallen for it; some Sunnis have fallen for it and some Shi’is have fallen for it. We tried to address this issue in an extended manner; then, more recently, (just a few days ago- we don’t know if we should mention the name, we hope that you know this person- a very well known Muslim scholar in Qatar) someone brought him a question that said “there’s a power drink in the market (which) they’re selling in the shops and stores that has something like five portions of a thousand- that would be like 0.5% of alcohol in it- can this type of energy drink be consumed? Can we drink it?” The answer was “it is permissible because it is at a negligent amount and being that it is not intended and cannot, no matter how much you want to drink of it, render you drunken. His opinion was “it is permissible to drink this.” Now, everyone and the other who wants to begin an internal argument amongst the Muslims is trying to capitalize on this (it was called) “fatwa” in the media to have Muslims begin an internal argument among themselves, saying “this can lead to sin because there is no amount that is mentioned in the Qur’an and Sunnah and if you begin to interject an issue of what an amount is going to be, then this is a contentious issue that we can argue for an amount that is more or less and this will open the floodgates of sin to the rest of the Muslims.” Now, they want to occupy us with an issue like this, and because Muslims are not trained in the Masajid every week to think and to see the larger picture, we get drawn into the details such as this and then, after a while, we begin to feel that we are divided. Let us not feel that we are divided when it is too late; let us think to pre-empt that division in the most appropriate manner, (thus), exposing those who want us to bleed our resources and potentials so that they can go ahead with their larger strategies and implement them on us and little do we understand or know that we are doing their will when we fall for these types of distractions. 
