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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa Sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims of a conscience; a thinking mind and Muslims who are in the service of Allah Azza Wa Jall....
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CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 46
WOMENS STATUS (PART 4)
With Allahs aid, and in His company, we will continue to dedicate these khutbahs for a subject and a behaviour that is defined by Allah and displayed by His Prophet who is a model and example for all of us. Let us be frank with ourselves and admit that there is not a measure of justice that accompanies the status of women in our communities, families and societies. The reason for that, once again, is that we have distanced ourselves from Allah and His Prophet. Yet another indicator, as we looked at other indicators before, we can add this one as an additional one of how we have become alienated from Allah and His Prophet .To try to fill in the vacancies, we began and we continue with Allahs words from which we learn and more to the point from which we behave. We have a general Muslim attitude, (we say Muslim here with reservations), that is confused when it comes to the normal behaviour of women in society. Once again, we extract from the book of Allah a “snapshot” of a social condition that is defined by the following ayah, 
O prophet! If committed Muslimaat come to you to pledge allegiance to you, provided they do not commit any act of shirk or they do not violate the unity and indivisibility of Allah; they do not steal and they do not fornicate and they do not kill their children and they do not commit a salacious act between their arms or their legs (Surah Al-Mumtahanah verse 12)
OK, They come to you O prophet- this is what this ayah is saying and they want to pledge allegiance with you and they steer clear of all the cardinal sins then you do what? The order from Allah to His prophet 
is to exchange this bai’ah with them. (Surah Al-Mumtahanah verse 12)

How was this done? How did this pledge of this allegiance physically take place? Women in their whole character and their whole beings came to Allahs prophet and said to him that we pledge allegiance to you. Then, here is an area in which we have conflicting information in our reliable books. One version says that “the prophet actually shook hands with these women” and the other one said “No! He did not physically shake hands with them. Either it was placed in a pot of water or it was done over a cloth.” Meaning the hand contact was not physically there. We don’t want to create an argument out of how this may have occurred physically. What we want to do is we want to have women regain a position in which they can pledge allegiance or vote for or agree to who the leader is going to be. Remember, this ayah is in front of us and we have Muslim societies 1,400 years later telling women “No! you cannot vote and you cannot participate in deciding who the leader in society be.” This ayah slaps that attitude in the face. There is a world of a difference between those who want Muslim women excluded from civic rights and responsibilities and the meanings of this ayah. Why do we have Muslims reading the Qur’an and then why do we have a behaviour of injustice emanating from these readers of the Qur’an. We cannot say except that tradition and customs themselves have become the religion. Islam is not the mode of behaviour when we have a violation of Allah’s words in the social fabric of our lives. 
Then, women are also included as a reason for warfare. When Muslims go to war, at some junctures in time and history, an unavoidable responsibility Allah teaches us that one reason for that is and these are His words once again from His own book
Why do u not wage war for the cause of Allah and for those who lack power, who are powerless (Surah An-Nisa’ verse 75)
OK, who are these who are powerless? The words of the Qur’an, these powerless include men, women and children. If women, on the same par with men and children when they are powerless and oppressed can become issue for launching war, why do we have a type of physiological war against them when we ourselves are guilty of excluding them from the position that Allah has put them in? Once again, it boggles the mind to read what Allah is saying and we ourselves are doing. 

We all, (hopefully, probably), heard of mubaahalah, an instance in Islamic history when Christian clergymen came to Allah’s Prophet. What occurred between the two sides was a very cordial meeting. One side was not telling the other side you are inhuman or evil. The prophet received them in his own Masjid in Al-Medinah. Some reports say that there was about 60 of them and they spent days literally living in the prophet’s Masjid. As the discussions went back and forth the issue reached the divinity of Jesus. On this issue there was no agreement and when this issue turned into a polarizing one, we have these ayaat that we read in this context. Now, let us try to put this in context or to give this it’s range of meaning. Imagine, today, if there was on the highest level, discussions between those who represent Muslims and those who represent Christians and these discussions were fairly proceeding in a friendly manner and then they ran into this obstacle of understanding or defining who Isa (alaihi salaam) was. The initiative from the Islamic side, from the prophet himself was, on orders from Allah- OK, let us invoke a prayer of condemnation to be binding on those who are lying among us. If we are in today’s social fabric or behaviour- Muslims, you can see and count for yourselves how many Islamic delegations have met with Christian delegations. In these interfaith or ecumenical meetings or sessions when the discussion became stonewalled, would you think that it would be the attitude of those who represent the Muslims today to say we want to bring our children, our siblings, our women and ourselves into this polarized positions? We haven’t had that occur. It seems like all of these types of discussions are the exclusive responsibility of men to the exclusion of women. This is not what Allah is teaching us if we try to understand this ayah and if we try to place it in the really world of today. This is not to speak about the inability of the Muslims to carry the discussion on to the point in which there is a stonewalling attitude. The prophet himself and the Muslims around him were able to develop a discussion, this is true interfaith communication, to the real issue of disparity between Muslims and Christians and in doing so, on instructions from Allah he had all the people who were dear to him involved in this discussion in what is called mubahalah in this ayah. Who are these people right now- you ask yourself and answer yourself- where have you seen this involvement in these types of encounters? It’s as if no one is reading these ayaat. Here is where we need to underline wa nisa' ana wa nisa akum. We simply do not have the Islamic social confidence that can display this social behaviour. Why? Because there is a religion of customs and conventions that have placed our women with our participation as men in an inferior position or in a position in which they are excluded from being involved in these types of activities. In this erroneous attitude among we the Muslims of hiding our women and trying to relieve them of many God given responsibilities, then why is it that, in the civil sense of the word, a man and a woman are equal when it comes to the penalties of law? Allah says 
an adulteress and an adulterer- you whip each one of them one hundred lashes (Surah An-Nur verse 2)
Here, this frank expression of Allah in which He is equalizing or putting on an equal par the penalty of a man and a woman for committing the same crime. This contrasts with the type of soft touch approach that conventional society treats women with. The same thing is equally applied to both sexes when Allah 
a thief, man and woman, severe their hands (Surah Al-Ma’idah verse 38)
There is no lesser penalty for someone, there is no lesser penalty for a woman. Why? Because to begin with, she’s an equal participant in social and civil life. If she was not equal then the penalty would be lesser then that of men.

Then Allah has a woman qualified as a witness. Here, once again, we run into the question that many adversaries sling against Muslims. The longest ayah in the Qur’an, (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282) this is the part in the ayah that we are concerned with at this moment- the 1st thing we have to acknowledge in this ayah is that Allah has placed women in the same category as men when it comes to being witnesses- ie. they may participate in giving their testimony in a court of law; they are not to be excluded because they are women. But here, the usual objection is “OK, you have “a court of law” and you are saying that in this “court of law” you want to have two witnesses for a financial transaction- this has to do with debt that has a time reference. OK, you say you need two witnesses, then you bring two witnesses to court, but if you can’t find two men witnesses then you find one man and what substitutes for the other man is two women witnesses. Then, the objection stops here, it doesn’t follow the ayah which says min man tardawna min ash-shuhadaa’- witnesses that satisfy the testimonial requirements, which means you can dismiss a man witness, ie. not any man is automatically accepted to be a witness in this “court of law” for this issue- there has to qualifications that are met. Because in the usual responsibilities of life, economic or financial transactions are in most of the cases the responsibility of men, not because that’s imposed on society but because of the complimentary role that we spoke about between men and women, but, this min man tardawna min ash-shuhadaa’ may also mean more then two men, but this is setting the minimum- shaheedain min rijaalikum. This ayah has to be understood in context the same way with fasting Ramadhan. The ayah that we repeat in the month of Ramadhan, Allah says in this ayah 
Allah desires your comfort, Allah does not desire to strain you (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 185)
 We understand this in the context of fasting Ramadhan the same way should understand

you bring two witnesses, but if you can’t find two men witnesses then you find one man and what substitutes for the other man is two women witnesses (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 282)
It is only for the reason in which in the in-experience of one of the women may need the experience of the other to fortify the testimony. We have to understand these in context. 
Allah desires what you can do within your ability and not what can be done straining your ability (Surah Al-Baqarah verse 185)
We can’t take this ayah out of this context and when a time of war comes say I’m not going to war because this is going to strain me to death and Allah says Allah desires your comfort, Allah does not desire to strain you. Without going far off on this tangent a besides affairs that are not familiar to one of the genders you need another in that case. If we were to reverse this around- let’s say in matters of giving birth where men would lack the experience or the familiarity that women have and we needed a man witness in matters of giving birth then we can, (understanding the ayah of debt), we can accept the testimony of one woman but we would need two men in that area. It’s not because men is less then a woman and vice versa in the case of financial transactions it’s not because a woman is less then a man. 
Allah has calculated that we give this khutbah on a rainy day and because of the weather conditions it is not advisable to extend this with more words, but there is a sexual area between either genders and to some people it seems like one sex is more attractive to the other. There are ayaat in the Qur’an that tell us that this matter of attraction is equally shared by each side. One of the surahs, Surat Yusuf, that has a number ayaat, in which this attraction is highlighted. Now, in the same traditional mind we have among us, some would say these ayaat are (astaghfiullah) too explicit- no they’re not. The 1st ayah,this is in reference to Yusuf (alaihi salaam) when he was in the mansion of the master. 

The wife of that residence tried to negotiate him into a sexual affair or tempt him into an illicit relationship (Surah Yusuf verse 23)
If the sexual initiative is only or solely a mans, then why is Allah telling us that it may also be the women’s, meaning the women may take the sexual initiative as we are taught here in this instance. Then when the sexual moment of truth was about to unfold the ayah says 
and she was on the verge of the sexual act of sexually involving him and he was on the verge of sexually involving her (Surah Yusuf verse 24)
So, in these intimate moments of attraction and temptation we have an equal gravity by both man and woman. Also, we would think that if Muslims were giving this ayaat a thought, they would find the contradiction between their traditional understanding of sex and the way Allah is representing the issue of sex here. 

Then we have to take a look at the social role of women. Have women played a social role? Have women, as we read the Qur’an, have they come into contact direct contact with men? Today, there are some Muslim men who want to put women behind closed doors, hide them behind the curtains and place many barriers between them and contact with society including men in that society. The 1st instance that we have in this we know a woman came into contact with society and men was Hajar (alaiha salaam), the wife of Ibrahim (alaihi salaam)

When Ibrahim left his wife and his son, Hajar and Isma’eel in what, (was to become Makkah later on), a barren an arid a desolate part of the world (Surah Ibrahim verse 37)
There was nothing, just sand. There was no Zam-zam, there was no water, there was nothing. He left them there, but what was his du’a when he left them there? Did he want his wife excluded? No the words of the Qur’an 
O Allah render peoples heart to be attracted to them, his wife and his son (Surah Ibrahim verse 38)
That’s not the character and feature of many of todays Muslims. This is Abul Ambiya’, the patriarch of prophets and he is making a du’a that society and people be attracted to his wife and his son- not attracted in the sexual sense, but attracted in the social sense, the same social sense right now that we have thrown many of the barriers of discrimination  into. Then, his other wife Sarah (alaiha salaam) the ayah in the Qur’an says… you know when the angels came to Ibrahim where was his wife? We know he was in the company of men or angels who looked like men but where was his wife? Was she hiding behind fortified doors in the back somewhere or peeping from behind curtains? The ayahs say in this context, where there are men 
and his wife was there in full attention and she laughed (Surah Hud verse 71)
Some of the stiff attitudes and the rigid traditions that we have… a woman laughing in the presence of men?! This is an ayah, you all read this ayah. There’s no condemnation of this behaviour in the Qur’an. Allah is not condemning her for laughing the presence of her husband and the others who were with him. 

and then we gave her the good news of having a child a baby called Ishaaq and following Ishaaq was to be Ya’qub (Surah Hud verse 71)
When these, who were looking like men, gave her this news of her, an old lady, going to have a child she said 
how am I going to have a child (Surah verse 72)
Meaning not only was she a listener but she interacted, spoke and expressed herself. No one was telling her you can’t talk or you can’t say what’s in your heart and on your mind. All of these was with the decency and the decorum that came with the personalities that belonged to Allah, men and women. She expressed herself, “Am I going to have a child.” This is a social behaviour speaking in front of people. 
I’m old and so is my husband, this is very strange (Surah Hud verse 72)
Does the ayah close here? No, the social discussion continues. They, the men said… When we read Allah’s words and when we understand what He is telling us, it strikes us as incompatible with the way we have conditioned ourselves for hundreds of years to exclude women from these positions in life. Then, a final remark this is speaking about the household of Ibrahim, from which Allah’s final prophet Muhammed has come and we have some brothers and some sisters who want the word Ahl Al-Bayt to be limited. If you read what Allah’s saying, He is not limiting this. He’s extending this historically and socially. Ahl Al-Bayt in the Qur’an is speaking about Ibrahim and his intimates and his offspring.

