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Suggestions & Criticisms: PLEASE E-MAIL 
It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 

Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 

Brothers and Sisters, Muslims whose relationship with Allah Azza Wa Jall is one of responsibilities and duties and one of tasks and obligations....
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm?archived=1&page=6 (6-23-2006)
 

CONSOLIDATING THE MUSLIM RANK AND FILE PART 42
INTOLERANCE
The social, military, political and economic world that we are in and in which we one way or the other are participants in is one that does not permit or tolerate the weakness that some of us display. We have taken a long and extended look at ourselves for many months. We have been looking at our historical, sectarian and nationalist self, among other things. What do we have today? Who are we, the Muslims of today? We are a constituency of a variety of outlooks, convictions, schools of thought and persuasions. This is permissible. There's nothing wrong with Muslims having a variety provided this variety fits into the context of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Let us remind ourselves of Allahs words, pertaining to this issue of variety, He says

And, a manifestation of Allahs power presence is the creation of the Heavens and the Earth is the variation of your languages and colors. In this variation, you have the presence of Allahs power- but for people who are knowledgeable and aware of these facts (Surah Ar-Rum verse 22)

This variation should be a stimulant for our thoughts. When we have differences of opinions, Ijtihad, or differences that come to be called schools of thought or we may even have some political differences – does that mean that our unity of purpose is violated? No, it doesn't mean that. Then, Allah in an ayah that corresponds to this says 

O People, (we are looking at the generic origin of humanity in its different forms of existence), verily We have created you from a male and a female and We have rendered you into extractions or derivatives of each other and We have also rendered you into blocks of people corresponding to each other. (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13)

We don't sense a notion, unlike the misinformed words that bring these words into English- using tribes and nations- this is not what the original meaning of the words of Allah are. We were created and meant to consider ourselves extractions (Tasha'aba An-Naasu) and correspondents (Taqabala An-Naasu) of each other. Even though there is a difference here, there's no room for friction. We have not learned throughout hundreds and thousands of years to co-exist with ourselves whilst recognizing these differences. We will come down to the harsh words that are used as a matter of driving a wedge among the Muslims. The purpose of all of this creation, with the in-built differences in it- there are physical and social differences and we have to come to a recognition of these differences and in the process come to know each other better. The word ta'arafu is a construct in which you are going to know me when I'm going to know you. You cannot understand me if I don't understand you and I can't understand you if you don't understand me. This is a meaning that is absent. 1st of all, it is a meaning that is absent from this ayah when it is translated into a secular language and it is also absent from the functional way that we socially behave- in both these instances it is absent. 

So that you will co-operatively understand, (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13) 

- not that by virtue of who you individually are, you are going to come to understand- that's not what the ayah is saying. The ayah is not saying li ta'rifu, it says li ta'arafu.

Indeed, the most noble among you are those among you who are keen on Allahs Power presence (Surah Al-Hujurat verse 13)

We have a creational difference- there are corresponding races and derivative ethnicities in this world, but the functioning words or the mode of thinking that are capable of bringing or integrating people together is that we understand these differences in a supporting fashion and not in a conflicting manner. See- the Shaytaani policies of today that are at work want to divide and rule, exploit and conquer. There have been policies at work for centuries that have thoroughly exploited Asia and Africa so that Europe and America seem to be prosperous, affluent and civilized at the expense of these forsaken parts of the world. This would not have occurred if wee were actively tuned into these meanings that bring us together and do not separate us from each other. Once again, the physical and the social differences in the ayah should be a given. There is no room for friction here, because Allah is the Creator. Who can take issue with this? Does anyone have a problem that we have different languages and colors? No-one should because this is the will of Allah in the way that He created us. When we come to the social difference, we have societies in this world that are different. We are derivatives, shu'uban, of each other. Is there room for division because we are derivatives of each other? We are correspondents, Qabaa'il, of each other in the blocks of social units that we are configured in, in this world- does anyone have a problem with that? It is precisely in this area that we have mischievous characters and trouble-makers stepping in to the area of ignorance to instigate issues of racism, sectarianism and nationalism to divide us. Brothers and sisters, if you are tuned into the God-given meanings of these ayaat, why should there be anyone who can get away with such a thing. You can take a look at the world around us and see how the termite of nationalism, sectarianism and culturism have made there way into our body and have corroded our structure. 

Now, we come to the more challenging aspects of the way we are susceptible to these divisions. As we said, we have been for a long time taking a look at the germs of division that have infested our historical body for a long time. This is going to need your attention. We come and we encounter an ayah in which Allah says

Had your Sustainer willed it, He would have rendered people one Ummah, but even had that been the case, had Allah rendered human society one compact Ummah, they still would have been at differences with each other, except (there's an exception here, but that's only the exception, it's not the rule) for those who Allah, your Sustainer, has graced with His mercy. (then, here is where your mental ability kicks in), it is for that purpose that He has created them. (Surah Al-Hud verse 118-119)

It's as if the purpose of creation itself is this in-built differences that we have. Some people who have an elementary view of things take another ayah in the absence of this one to try to explain the purpose of creation and they say 

But I have not created the human species and the species of jinn except for the purpose that they unto Me.  (Surah Zariyat verse 66)

Remember, Allahs words substantiate and support themselves, there's no contradictions in meanings and there's no incompatibility between ayaat. So, here, we have an ayah or a verse in the Qur'an that speaks to us this way…

But I have not created the human species and the species of jinn except for the purpose that they unto Me.  (Surah Zariyat verse 66)

The purpose of our creation is to conform and comply unto Allah- this is the meaning of ibadah. We say these words under as wreckage of concepts and mistranslations that take this ayah out of its context and its original meaning. Allah has created us so that we conform to Him- OK, that's the 1st step. Now, take the 2nd step. The 2nd step is a further explanation of what is required for this conformity. It appears, here, that what is required for this conformity is that we work through these differences that we have with the light and the knowledge that comes to us from Allah. Now we can understand better what Allah says. The purpose for our creation, if we refine the meaning of conforming to Allah, is that we conform to Him through these differences and not by trying to obliterate them- it's not going to happen. They're going to stay with us. What do we mean by these differences? Brothers and sisters- don't get upset if we want to bring these meanings down to their Earthly practices. We're not going to be like the mercenary khateebs who are on many of these mimbars, who are afraid to open up these meanings, when we speak about differences, we are speaking about Muslims…1st of all, when we are looking at the humans condition, we're looking at all these different languages and races in the world. Is anyone in his right mind- an average person who just utilizes his God-given mind and intellect- put an end to the races and languages in this world? It's not going to happen. This is part of human life. Going beyond that- we have in this world we have religions, schools of thought, different ijtihaadat- is anyone going to put an end  to that? The answer to that is No! Just as you can't obliterate the races and languages, you can't obliterate the schools of thought, the madhaahib and the ijtihaadaat that we have. 

To each of you, We have rendered a program and its procedurals (Surah Al-Maaidah verse 48)

Allah didn't say we rendered to each of you a Shari'ah. The Shari'ah is one- the set of laws that Allah has given this varying condition is one- but within in that, if we, Muslims, are going to try to exert the potential that Allah has given us, we are going to come out at the end with a variety of opinions. We have to make room for ourselves to accept the variety of these opinions that do not conflict with the Usul of this Deen. 

There are fundamentals to this deen and as long as any of these ijtihaads do not conflict with these fundamentals of this deen, then we should welcome it. It shouldn't be an issue of dividing us. 

Now, we take a look at what this means in as far as the freedom that is given to us. Do we have the freedom to reflect this type of tolerance? Let us just give a couple of examples here…

The ayah in the Qur'an says that there are a segment of scriptural people who said 

A segment of scriptural people, (these were the yahud of Al-Medinah), said to themselves "Commit yourselves or believe (we can use the word believe here, because we're speaking about scripturalists) in that which the Committed Muslims believe in at the beginning of the day and then renounce that in which the committed Muslims believe in at the end of the day so that the Committed Muslims will reconsider their commitment and abdicate it (Surah Ahl-Imran verse 72)

Remember, this is in Al-Medinah- when the Prophet came to Al-Medinah, he recognised the power faction differences Al-Medinah and in the Peninsula- Qabaa'il Al-Mushrikin were recognised- that recognition didn't mean imparting to them legitimacy; it meant that that was the status quo. He recognized Ahl Al-Kitaab, the Jews and the Christians who were in Al-Medinah and in the Peninsular; and he recognized Al-Muhaajirin and Al-Ansaar. It wasn't this utopian vision that all the Muslims are all the Muslims and there was no variation amongst the Muslims themselves- there was. These concepts are ingrained in the Qur'an and in the vocabulary of Allahs Prophet. Within this recognition in the constitution spelt out in Wathiqat Al-Medinah the ayah is revealed telling the Muslims what the internal thoughts of yahud in Al-Medinah were. In this particular instance or occasion, they said "Let us say that we now are followers of this Prophet at the beginning of the day- let us go for some time claiming that we are Muslims, but then, after a time period, we will go back to our yahudi belief, and in this process, because we know how highly these people have been thinking before this man, (meaning the Prophet), arrived in Al-Medinah, we will shake the foundations of their faith and we will cause them to cross that line back into the position that they were in before this person came to Al-Medinah." This became public knowledge to the Muslims. This is an ayah- tutla ila yawm Al-Qiyamah- that is to be recited until the end of time or the day of judgement. If we know this fact, if they are willing to go this far, what did the Prophet do? Did he summon them and say "Yahud, come here, you are guilty of one of the most dangerous crimes that can be committed." This is very serious. The freedom that was guaranteed to them in Al-Medinah would give them the opportunity to think that they could get away with saying "we are Muslims."- in that way we (yahud) will be on an emotional and social par with everyone else in Al-Medinah, with the Muslims, but, our (yahuds) purpose is not sincerity to Allah, our (yahuds) purpose is at the end of the day to bring these people back to their original positions before they became Muslims. This is a serious crime. But there was a freedom for them to think- they could think that way, but did they ever implement this type of criminal behaviour? Not to our knowledge- even though they were given the freedom to do that.

On another occasion, after the Muslims encountered Hawaazin, one of the power factions in Arabia, and the Muslims won in this military encounter, the Prophet was trying to channel the spoils of war among the Muslims and a person who is at least a nominal Muslim comes to Allahs Prophet and says to him "Be fair, O Muhammed, in distributing this wealth!" The Prophets response was (something along these lines), "If you don't expect me to be fair, then who else is going to be fair?!" Then, one of the companions of Allahs Prophet says "Permit me to slit this Munafiqs neck." The Prophet said "No. As long as he professes this Islam…" Even though they give themselves out by what they say- many of these people who hide behind an image of Islam, their true character squeaks out on particular occasions. This was one of these occasions in which a dual-loyalist showed his true character by doubting the justice of Allahs Prophet- he is the Prophet of Justice and he is the Prophet of fairness and equality. But he, just like yahud who were contemplating eroding Islam with this psychological and social trick of theirs, we had this person and many other persons within the Muslim rank and file who were inside of them a character contrary to the character they projected in public. What does this say to us? It says to us that we Muslims have enough tolerance to accommodate the variations that come with being a human being and with being a thinking Muslim. 

We covered territory in which Muslims went to war against themselves- there are exceptions to this- but generally speaking, it never developed to the point that where a Muslim disagreed with another Muslim he would cancel him out by saying that this other Muslim is a kaafir. We said that there are exceptions to this, but these are the exceptions. When we come to the general attitude of the Muslims, even though the differences were so sharp… You can take the issue of the 1st king that we covered many khutbahs ago, when he changed the highest political office in the Muslim Ummah from that of a successor to the Prophet to that of a king, there was no mainstream Islamic public opinion that said "this king is a kaafir!" This is a very serious reversal, probably the most serious reversal, of the Islamic trend that was set into motion by Allahs Prophet and the committed Muslims around him. The 1st serious obstacle was that now the Muslims had a king, and even though this was the case and this king along with the armies that he had were fighting and killing Muslims, there was no exchange of the accusation of kufr back and forth between them. Lets come down, after trying to have a feel for the ayaat and the ahadith, lets look at todays world and the people around. They will not tolerate someone else. You can take your own background, circle of acquaintances, Masjid or that Islamic Center- it cannot tolerate the presence of other Muslims that disagree with it in the categories of disagreement that we spoke about. What a vast difference between the tolerance that the 1st generation of Islam showed towards scripturalists and munafiqin and the bigotry, intolerance and fanaticism that many Muslims, today, show towards other Muslims! What happened? Why is this? What basis do they go on? What do you think? We don't know the type of historical, sectarian or nationalist brew that is within each individual, but let's say that in todays world there's a Sunni that looks at another Muslim who is, let's say a Shi'i or Ibaadi–what goes through this Sunnis mind? Is he looking at someone who disagrees on the concept of Allah, the Prophet, the Qibla, the Qur'an or any of what is called Usul Ad-Deen? It's not the case. The variety of opinions comes on other issues that are called Furu'a, which should be tolerated with open arms and open minds. Likewise, another person who considers himself or herself a shi'i or an ibaadi- when you look at another person who is a Sunni, what do you think? Do you think that you are automatically looking at someone who is in the army of Muawiya. Where did all of this come from? How come there is not enough Rahmah, mercy? We are speaking about an Islam, a Prophet and a scripture of Rahmah- you don't have enough rahmah in you to show enough integration with another Muslim who has a varying Ijtihad? This is the case today. You can pick and choose from any of the Masaajid or Islamic centers that are around- NO EXCEPTION- and there is an element in them of sectarianism, nationalism or racism. We do ourselves a disservice if we think this is a rosy picture and we are living the brotherhood of an Ummah. We just don't get it. We have time- Allah has given us years to improve on this character of ours and not much improvement has been done. Someone steps three steps in the right direction and after a few years he goes back five steps in the wrong direction. 

Brothers and Sisters- Committed Muslims…

A major obstacle that still has not been surmounted by even the fervent adherents of Allah and His Prophet in our day and generation is the inability to place decision makers under the rule and law of Allah. There is an emptiness or a vacuum in the Muslim mind that lets kings and presidents get away with their crimes as if they are not subject to Allah and His Prophet. Let us remind you that this is almost the history of human nature- if a person is next to a president or a king, he almost naturally and instinctively feels inferior. This is not right, and it is especially not right when it comes to us, the Committed Muslims. This reminds us of a nomad, a Bedouin, who came to Al-Medinah and he found himself next to Allahs Prophet and the people could see that he was quivering, shaking and nervous. The Prophet looked at him and he said to this exemplification of human nature- it doesn't only happen to a nomad, it could happen to the highest CEO in the land when they are put next to people who have power, influence and clout, Allahs Prophet said to him (in todays language) "Take it easy. I'm not a king, I am just a son of a women from Quraish who used to eat dry meat" (or maybe in todays language canned meat). This was Allahs Prophet, and this was a gesture from him- who wanted the simple person next door or next to him to feel as strong and confident as is humanly possible, even though he is in the presence and company of the most important person in the history of mankind. But what happens to us? No-one wants to bring these characters, kings and potentates of power down to earth and place them in the context of the Qur'anic and Sunnatic rights and wrongs. If we do, we have managed to overcome this debilitation that has accompanied us for a long time and rendered us incapable of placing these people with wealth and power inside the pages of the Qur'an and the quotes of the Prophet. What are you afraid of? Are you afraid to put people who are doing something wrong, in the light of day, within the pages of the Qur'an and the quotes of the Prophet? There was, by any interpretation or definition a legitimate military operation by oppressed Palestinians who killed two or three Israeli troops and then took one of them as prisoner-of-war and then the Israelis retaliate by using their air-force, they cut-off the electricity to over 500,000 people and then they shake the foundations of the world to release a legitimate prisoner-of-war. Then, we, the Muslims, are run-over by the military machines of the world in the millions, (in front of our own eyes), and there's not one Muslim with a back-bone to express the facts on this matter along with reinforcement by scripture and revelation and strengthened by experience and resolve. What happened? Where are you- Muslims of the world approaching 2billion? We don't want to say in the cacophony of the media telling us we hover around 1bllion- we've been hovering around 1billion for the last 30 years and we have one of the highest birth rates in the world- but we don't even have the confidence to count our own selves. Then, we are taken in the political wind in every direction, we drift left and right, and then we have some Muslim spokespersons come to us from time-to-time and say to us "Vote for this president and vote for that president." There are elections that are coming in a few months and keep your eyes on these drifters- these Muslim spokespersons- who have no anchor in the Qur'an and in the Prophet.
