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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

Criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Ma’shar Al Mu’mineen…
Audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (19-12-2008)
THIS IS ISLAMIC LEADERSHIP?!
Our minds lag behind when we try to tune in and practically understand what Allah tells us pertaining to His supreme authority and unrivalled power. We are in possession of a memory that is yet to regenerate the information relating to those who claim- in exclusion to Allah or in collaboration with His divinity- the authority and power that are exclusively His. Today, (meaning in our lifetime), we have kings and rulers under different titles who, (to be out-and-out about it), have pushed Allah’s authority aside and claimed that authority for themselves. If we were keen and conscientious readers of Allah’s words, we would not tolerate this type of thing happening. Not only has this happened, but it has become entrenched in our societies and countries, therefore we revert to Allah’s guiding ayaat and we try our best to regenerate our thinking ability when He speaks to us with our full attention and senses. Brothers and sisters- before we begin quoting some ayaat, ahadith and some precedents in our history, today we have a such of rulers who are imposing, dictating and enforcing upon us their ways, understanding and whatever else may be imposed on them. Some of these come under the title of kings, (kings can also be extended to those who call themselves Presidents), if we take a look at this dictatorial positions, (this is one of the lamentations concerning our social reality today- not many people are willing to take a look at this! There’s something wrong with the Muslim mind and heart that can’t combine themselves together to take a look at these people who should be within out sights and placed within the boundaries, confinements and definitions that come to us from Allah. What’s wrong with us when we can’t see and can’t take a Qur’anic look at those who impact our lives. Something is wrong with us! When Allah speaks about these types of rulers- there’s an ayah in the Qur’an in Surah An Naml 

Verily, when kings or dictators enter or take hold of a society, culture, civilization or any level of these urban social realities…  (Surah An Naml verse 34)
What do they do? 

… they corrupt it or cause it to disintegrate or bring decay to it… (Surah An Naml verse 34)
What else do they do? 

… and they cause the noble segments of that particular society, (on whichever level it is), i.e. the normal people, individuals or folks in that society to become humiliated; this is their modus operandi, the way they act or this is their nature. (Surah An Naml verse 34)

So, this is a negative and a disgraceful of those who function as kings and dictators. Remember- these other titles of Presidents, Prime Ministers or whoever has the ultimate power in a nation-state today- if all of them meet the criteria and cause the decay of society, (we should be mature Muslims; when we are speaking about the disintegration of a social order, that doesn’t necessarily mean only a moral disintegration like today’s tamed Muslim cultural individuals think; this is a deterioration at every sense of the word)- that’s what they cause! You see the economic, political, military, educational, psychological and every type of deterioration that you can think of can be traced back to them! But, something is wrong when we are incapable of tracing this to them. This is the lost link in the way we think! 

Another ayah in Surah Al Kahf to condemn these types of despotic rulers says

Behind or beyond the owners of these ships, (these were young individuals), there was a Malik… (Surah Al Kahf verse 79)

Once again, we encounter that autocratic position of rulers! What does he do?

… he used to confiscate or take against the will of the owners what belongs to them. (Surah Al Kahf verse 79)

How come the Qur’an condemns people who are individuals or ruling classes that are called today monarchies or kingdoms but we don’t have this condemnation in the psychology of Muslims? Something is very wrong! On this day of Jum’ah, all who speak from the Mimbar are supposed to remind and advise the listeners of Allah’s taqwa. Allah’s taqwa should be so strong in ourselves that we should not feel any compunction or fear to express the truth when it comes to these muluk! A commoner, (as it were), comes up to Allah’s Prophet and the Prophet sees this person shaking, nervous and fearful, (that’s how the average person behaves when you put them in front of the President or King of the land); and, the Prophet with his insight and keen observation realized that this person was not normal. What did he say to him? He realized why he wasn’t normal- he thought wow- this is another one of these grand rulers. He says to him take it easy, be calm. I’m not a king, I’m not a despot. The Prophet wanted us to have the right psychology. Allah wants us to have the right mentality when we look, (directly or indirectly), at these despots and dictators. Al Imam Ali (radi Allahu anhu) said to the Muslims, in reference to his opponents and political enemies if they were to become your rulers they would behave towards you as if they were the Heads of State of Byzantium or Persia. That’s how they would behave! Now, we have over 1,000 and a few hundred years to realize how they are behaving towards us, but how come there’s an insufficiency and a deficit of attention, thought, analysis and of realizing who these rulers are? Something is wrong in the Muslim mind and psychology when we are no longer able to see these people for who they are! The word jabbaar, which means someone who viciously assaults others, refers to people who have illegal power and illegal authority and then try to practice this power and authority viciously against their citizens, constituencies and subject- which is happening today. The word jabbaar in the Arabic was used synonymously with the word malik. The ayah in the Qur’an that refers to official behavior that is vicious, unrelenting, barbaric and savage against the average you and me says

… and when you viciously attack and assault, you do so with a vengeance and viciously… 
This is quite an accurate description of how the official classes behave towards Muslims whose “guilt and crime” is to say

… our Sustainer, Sole Authority and only Power we recognize is Allah… (Surah Fussilaat verse 30)
We’ve seen at the beginning of our common history, when this attitude began to appear on the political and official level of Muslims, we saw and heard, (we repeat because we said this before, many many khutbahs ago), when Abu Dharr (radi Allahu anhu) goes to Uthman (radi Allahu anhu), he says to him woe to you o Uthman! Have you not seen the Messenger of Allah and Abu Bakr and Umar behaving the way you’re beginning to behave. This is where the observation of totalitarian and authoritarian behavior was beginning to appear in Islamic society. Unlike today, where rarely do we encounter individuals that can speak like Abi Dharr, at that time, we had plenty of them. He says can’t you see or consider the political and official behavior of the Messenger of Allah, Abi Bakr and Umar and the way they were politically expressing themselves and the way you are behaving towards me by the abuse and vicious application of power. There’s also something wrong with a Muslim memory that cannot dig up the facts in its own history after they’ve been buried by centuries and generations because of the way that we are ruled. When we think about the Arabia of that time, (the information that comes to us has it), we think that there was this Makkah and Al Medinah and then there was the two superpowers of the time (i.e.) there were the Byzantines and Persians and the other power structures in the area are vague. We don’t think that when this message of Islam came and when the Prophet began his God –given responsibility to change, not only the psychology of people- but from the psychology of people all the way up to the decision making of people. None of us really have a clear impression of the power structure around Makkah and Al Medinah. Little do we realize that there was a type of government in Iraq- Babil; in, (what is today called), Ash Shaam- Al Ghasaasinah; in Yemen and there was a type of government in Makkah and Al Medinah, (at that time, before it was called Al Medinah it was called Yathrib). Not only are these power structures effectively absent from our shared memory, but we cannot think of the development and implosion of that social order when Islam took root in the presence of these power configurations in and around the birth place of Islam and the Prophet. The way we think, (we have to say for the 100th time- when we say “we”, it doesn’t mean you personally or we individually; it means the collectivity of Muslims in the world), and when we try to recollect this information about something called “our history”, we cannot with a clarity of mind see that there were power structures that were opposed to Allah’s Prophet which in today’s world is equivalent to governments, authorities and states. The Prophet of Allah had to deconstruct these power centers around him and he wasn’t about to that only in the psychological realm and he wasn’t intending that in a theoretical sense only. Yathrib (was) where the Prophet 1st found the concrete and potential support that he needed. Yathrib was, (to put it in today’s words), something like a Yahudi/Israeli influenced society. This may strike some people as odd. If it strikes you as odd, it’s because there’s a vacuum in the information that you have about that time! The Prophet of Allah was expelled from his own national, cultural, ethnic and tribal context which was Makkah, the Mushriks, Mala’ and power structure of Makkah and where did he find support? In an area that was predominantly influenced and indirectly controlled by Hebrews/Israeli/Yahud. Now, how does that sound in today’s world? Imagine Islam being on the run and Muslims are looking for a place to deconstruct the world around them and reconstruct it in the image given to them by Allah. Once again, here, the common mind that we have is going to run into some difficulties. Why? Because there are notions of nationalism and cultural issues that extend for over 1,000 years. There was a king named Dhu Kilaa’, (one of these power figures we are talking about); he belonged to Himyar. Himyar, as you know is the Southern part of Arabia. During the rule of Abi Bakr (radi Allahu anhu), he came with an entourage of over 1,000 people to Al Medinah- that’s besides his inner circle. They all came to Al Medinah. It was the talk of the town- Islam was now the power in Arabia (so) let’s see who this Muslim ruler is? So, he came to Al Medinah and at that time, Abu Bakr was the ruler of Al Medinah and he saw a humble, average, regular and normal individual; nothing with pomp and pride about him- just a normal person. He was so impressed by this normalcy that he took off his own royal/regal attire and he wanted to dress just like a normal person. The people who came with him said what are you doing? You’re going to embarrass us in from of these people in Al Medinah. You’re a king! He said I was a king before I became a Muslim with all of the pomp, pride and regalia that belongs to kings. I was a king during the time of ignocracy; I am not a king when I become a Muslim. All of these words and much more, (if only we can dig into our past and understand our beginnings), we say, (with humble pride), belongs to us. These rulers of today have been getting away with their fiats and dictates because we are mindless of this history that we share. If we can just regain this vital information, they will begin to disappear- one king after the other! But we assure you- from the humble understanding of Allah, His Prophet and the history of mankind- that they will continue to thrive and kill and their policies of eradicating those who belong to Allah if we remain ignorant and mindless of these vital facts. 
Subjects of Allah- stand consciously aware of the power and authority of Allah… 
This taqwah should supercharge every Muslim on this day every week, (at least), to have the moral strength and mental insight to speak truth to power. It is not only historical despotic kings that are to be condemned, it is also contemporary and living kings and their equivalents who are to be condemned. It was, (at one time), derogatory in the Islamic mind and language to say that “someone is a king!” Today, we have Muslim speakers and speech writers who are generous in making reference to some royal highness, monarch and king here-and-there who live within our societies and then impose the will of the kaafirs and mushriks upon us. They have become conduits for Zionism and Imperialism and the absence of taqwah explains why we don’t have speakers who have the moral where-withal to speak against these kings and their Zionist  and Imperialists masters and gods! Where’s the taqwah?! (Are) you nurturing taqwah on Fridays?! Where are you, (hundreds of millions of you), Muslims of the world who cannot roar with one voice against these despots and dictators? You say the word king as if it is an honor and title of privilege that belongs to some special individual on the highest levels of society when he belongs underneath the feet of the social order that he is trying to rule. Bankrupt and weaklings we are when we cannot express the information given to us by Allah! But, these are the facts of life?! What are we to do?! Dance around, dodge and ignore these facts?! Or to express them as they are?! In the past couple of weeks, some Muslims who were leaving… and they have to leave because of these kings! Who says Muslims have to leave Makkah and Al Medinah? Where do find anything like this? But now, it’s the law of the land and the world- “you, Muslims, cannot stick around or stay in Makkah and Al Medinah for weeks, months or for the rest of your lives!” Where did this come from?! These are people who are in violation of Allah and His Prophet. There’s a graveyard called Maqbarah Hawwa’ South of Jeddah and some Muslims wanted to go and honor that graveyard and then they send their troops. How cowardly!? They send their troops against the Muslims, but cannot send their troops against the Zionists who are occupying, (all around), not only lands but minds and families! It’s a shame on us, Muslims, in the world when things like this happen. That was in the Qaruni land. To the East of the Red Sea is Qaruni and to the West is Firauni! They have an intelligence chief- a previous military officer- (the Muslim mind is incapable of working things out; we speak about morality and being good. How can you be good when they’re coming down on you with death and destruction?!)- who says to his Israeli counterparts “decapitate Hamas!” They speak this type of thing among themselves. They say “(Take) look at the Muslims; we have them under control. (Take) a look at these Masajid, A’immah, speakers and khateebs on Fridays, Eid, and all the Conferences and congregations that they have all around. They’re all empty. We can say these words and we can do it! And, we better begin doing it before it is too late!” That’s how they speak among themselves, and the same criminal comes to a Masjid and the Muslims think there’s something special about him! There is something special about him, but not the way Muslims are thinking! He’s special not coming up, but going down! 
This khutbah was delivered by Imam Mohamed Asi on the occasion of Eid Al Adha on 19 December 2008. The Imam is based in Washington D.C. He previously led the daily and Jum’ah prayers inside the Masjid. His speeches were revolutionary and thought provoking; and eventually irritated and threatened the Middle-East Ambassadors who control the Masjid. Finally, the Imam, he’s family, and other Muslims faithful to the course of Islam were forced out, into the streets. This khutbah originates from the sidewalk across the street from the Islamic Center, currently under siege.
