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It is in such a manner that We make plain our signs so that the course of the

criminals may become clear.


Bismillah Ar-Rahmaan Ar-Raheem. 
Alhumdulillah. Peace and blessings on Muhammad (sallalahu alaihi wa sallam), his Noble Companions and Family. 
Brothers and Sisters of Imaan and confidence in Allah....
 
audio on http://www.islamiccenterdc.com/khutbassermons.htm (21-07-2006)
IMAN, HIZBULLAH, JIHAD
Any khutbah on this day and time anywhere that does not take into consideration the unfolding events is a contribution to the warfare against us. We have been, (in the past 10 days or so), living the meanings of our life through the prisms of our book. Allah says to us in some ayaat that are pertinent to these developments of warfare… OK- what does this ayah mean? 
This is meant for Muslims who share the characteristics of Imaan… (Surah As-Saff verse 10)
We know that there are Muslims who don’t share the characteristics of Imaan- there are Muslims who are Munafiqeen (and) Muslims who only have a verbal attachment to this Islam. Allah here is speaking to an elevated status of Islam; He is speaking to those who have a commitment and are secure in this commitment to Allah. This is important to understand because we read and recite this combination of words many times. Allah is saying to those who are of this quality of people
… Shall I show you a trade or commerce which will rescue you from a tormenting punishment (Surah As Saff verse 10)
Some of the subtle meanings in this sentence is aladhina aamanu may be people who have an interest in this world- there is no necessary contradiction between committing yourself to Allah and being involved in the trade of this world. If you are in the worldly business Allah is saying that I’ll show you a business that is more rewarding than the one you are in. What is that?
You secure yourself in your commitment to Allah and His Messenger… (Surah As Saff verse 11)
You can look around in light of these words and figure out “how many people do you know who feel that they are secure in their commitment to Allah?” Many of these people who claim that they are from aladhina aamanu or Mu’mineen don’t feel secure in this relationship with Allah; they need others to make them feel secure; but Allah is speaking to those who have acquired this quality. After you have garnered this security through your adherence (and) relationship with Allah and His Prophet what comes after that… 

… and then you struggle on to a course to Allah with your wealth and yourselves; with your possessions and lives… (Surah As Saff verse 11)
This is an ayah that is read and repeated but not with the required thought that goes with it- this we can entertain from what is happening now. We have committed Muslims who feel secure in their relationship with Allah and His Prophet because of their commitment to Allah and His Prophet and then they step forward as required per these Qur’anic instructions and struggle for Allah and His Prophet with whatever they have of material possessions and moral potential- all of that is used for Allah.

… this jihad (or) struggle is to your advantage or best for you; if you only knew (Surah As Saff verse 11)
This is an ayah. No one can deny this ayah and it is an ayah with an established meaning; this is a muhkam ayah- it’s not one of these ayaat that needs more time to understand (and) more generations to develop, because there are some ayah in the Qur’an that are like that. This ayah is mature in its full meaning since the time it was revealed, but what do we have today? We have some of these so-called “committed Muslims” (and) some of these self styled mu’mineen who, (regardless of what Allah is saying and what the committed Muslims are doing), come and say “but look at the type of destruction and losses that we are enduring because of what they call reckless acts or uncalculated risks.” These words are taken from their mouths. We have a problem of definition. Are we permitted to say that these objectors, (let’s be a little more precise about this), it is the Saudi Arabian government and people who are in the orbit of the Saudi Arabian finances who came out, (this is fresh we are not digging history), a few days ago- when this happened, the Israeli occupiers who are in violation of International Law, (we should understand by reading the Qur’an and studying the Sunnah who they are), were on patrol in occupied Muslim territory- Palestine is occupied Muslim territory- and all of the media can go fly a kite because these are facts that are not going to go away just because they have power, technology and militaries. Even though there are these militaries and whatever weapons of death they posses we still are able to state the truth and not lose sight of the facts. They were patrolling in occupied Muslim territory and these committed Muslims go and engage them in a military encounter and eight of them are killed and two of them are taken captives of war. Exert your attention to detect how the media- those who speak for Ash Shaytaan- don’t want to give the Muslims accuracy and credibility for what they did. They say “Muslims kidnapped or Muslims abducted Israeli soldiers.” You don’t kidnap or abduct a soldier- you capture a soldier but because we either suffer a deficiency in understanding Allah or the mouth pieces of Ash Shaytaan this is put across to us as if we are supposed to submit to their characterization of these events. These were two enemy combatants who were taken through legal military warfare channels and became according to the Geneva Convention and according to our Islamic principles “Prisoners of War.” What’s the problem with that? The problem is not in our enemies- we expect them to do what they are doing (i.e.) flying planes and dropping bombs on innocent civilians, innocent populations and on the infrastructure that doesn’t belong to the military- you can expect that from your enemies; but our concern is with those who are supposed to be the maintainers of Makkah and Medinah. Remember- these are the ones that some of us are playing diplomatic ball with, (and have been doing so for a good amount of years). The Saudis said “legitimate resistance is one thing and uncalculated risks are another thing”; meaning what these committed Muslims did in fulfillment of their Islamic responsibilities was an uncalculated risk. Then they said “these types of adventures should be cleared with governments” meaning themselves. NO! Who said they have to be cleared with governments? These who rule in Saudi Arabia are the inferiors of their masters in Washington who are the inferiors of their masters in Tel Aviv. What does this mean- When committed Muslims want to discharge their divine responsibility, they have to clear it with imperialists-zionists- is that how you understand Allah and His Prophet? That is like telling Allah’s Prophet “if you want to go to Tabuk or Mu’ata or engage these external enemies, you have to clear it with the Romans and the Persians of that time!?” We, Muslims, who are bred and cultured with the Qur’an don’t understand this. This is where it hurts; this is, (in a sense), what has given the Israeli zionists and their American empire builders in Washington the incentive to extend an encounter or a military clash that potentially would be over within days. They see that inside- we ourselves don’t get along; there’s a division among ourselves. This reminds us of this Islamic Center here. Over 23 years ago, when the Saudi Arabian embassy sensed that the Muslims in the Center themselves are not assembled around one heart they made their move and confiscated and nationalized this Masjid and Islamic Center. Now they want to do this on a larger scale because Bandar, (who used to be the Ambassador here), is now Head of National Security in Arabia; now he is no longer playing a limited role of an Islamic community in Washington DC; his role is now with populations, (hundreds of millions of people), in that Holy-sanctified region of the world. Let’s take this a step further it… Be aware of the committed Muslims insight because he sees with Allah’s light. Now we bring these self proclaimed custodians of the Haramain and ask them “what’s your problem? This attack is not against you! This attack is against those who are most ferocious in their animosity towards the committed Muslims, do you have a problem with that?” Then we realize that they do have a problem. You see, brothers and sisters, in times of tranquility and peace if we say
For indeed, committed Muslims are brothers to each other…(Surah Al-Hujurat verse 9)

It’s an easy sentence to understand. Now, under circumstances of duress when there is a military warfront we want to say and prove that committed Muslims are brothers of each other. This is what Hizbullah and the Islamic Resistance in Lebanon has done. You can say “the Palestinians are our brothers” like the Saudis say; “we care for the Palestinians; their cause is our cause.” OK- that’s nice to hear and you can getaway with saying that in times where there is no war, but now when there’s a war on these Palestinian brothers- a war that is attacking them in refugee camps (and) detaining them in a large prison called Gaza- what are the Saudi Arabians and the people who have these petroleum sources doing? Put your actions where your mouth is! If you say committed Muslims are brethren of each other then show your brotherhood to these Muslims who are going under these attacks, aggression and warfare by the Israeli-zionist killing machine. They haven’t done so, but when some Muslims in Lebanon who have gone beyond the hurdle of sectarianism, (because remember the Muslims in Palestine say that they are “Sunnis” and these Muslims in Lebanon- Hizbullah and the Islamic Resistance say they are “Shi’is” and in this particular instance they proved that the fraternity of Muslims bypasses being a Shi’i or Sunni. We ask those who are running the show around Makkah and Medinah “are you upset because there are Muslims who are capable of proving that they care for their brother Muslims beyond sectarian lines? Is this what has disturbed you so much?” Now there is an axis-of-Satan in the area; the Israeli-Saudi and American government is the axis of Ash Shaytaan and in the midst of this warfare coming from this axis-of-Ash Shaytaan the committed Muslims who are listening to Allah when He says
Muslims who share the characteristics of Imaan- shall I show you a trade or commerce which will rescue you from a tormenting punishment? You secure yourself in your commitment to Allah and His Messenger and then you struggle on a course to Allah with your wealth and yourselves- with your possessions and lives- this jihad (or) struggle is to your advantage or best for you; if you only knew (Surah As Saff verse 10-11)
The family and tribe of Saud don’t want to do this?! Haven’t they heard Allah’s words and you struggle for the cause and on a course to Allah by your wealth? Allah didn’t say you deposit your wealth in the enemy’s banks like you are doing. Brothers and sisters- how many of this Saudi clan that is ruling in Saudi Arabia dictator-style have you seen at these fronts fighting to prove that Muslims are brothers of each other? They have allied themselves with the enemies of the committed Muslims. Allah says, once again,
You- who are secure in your commitment to Allah, do not designate zionists and imperialists, yahud and nasara as your superiors and allies because they are the superiors and allies of each other… (Surah Al Maa’idah verse 51)
Zionism and imperialism go together, we have no place in that relationship!

…and if you- the committed Muslims- try to squeeze yourself in this relationship you become part of the zionist and imperialist façade and you’re no longer committed Muslims (Surah Al Maa’idah verse 51)
This is what we have today and these are the same rulers, kings and princes who are in control of thousands of Masaajid around the world. (Don’t) you see- we reach this day (and) are now in the middle of a war that was prepared by these types of Masaajid who do not educate, inform and cultivate an Islamic determination that can survive these types of challenges. Allah says Permission, license or validation from Allah has come to those who are victims of warfare … (Surah Al Hajj verse 39)
These could be Muslims and non-Muslims- if they are victims of warfare, Allah has given them the legitimacy to fight back and certainly Allah not Washington not Tel Aviv 
…it is Allah who is most qualified to give them the victory and the success that they seek through this war that they find themselves in (Surah Al Hajj verse 39)
and then another ayah, the words of the Qur’an translated come back to us 
combat duty has been assigned to you, (this assignment comes to you), knowing that you dislike it but there may be things that you dislike that turn out to be to your advantage and there may be things that you like that turn out to be to your disadvantage and Allah knows and you do not know (Surah Al Baqarah verse 216)
Who do we speak to when these ayaat are showing us the way? Why do we have Muslims in the world today who are even afraid to use the word HizbAllah? Go inside this Masjid and other Masaajid- Hizbullah are two Qur’anic words- why do we have Muslims who are afraid to use Qur’anic words? They’ve taken out of the Masajid and out of the brains, mouths and tongues of the khateebs, sheikhs and Imams who are in these Islamic Centers the word qital, jihad and everything that has to do with preserving our lives and protecting ourselves. Some of you may have been in this Masjid today and some of you may go to other Islamic Centers around on other Fridays; what do you hear? (Do they) bring the ayaat of Allah and ahadith of His Prophet to give us direction when we are challenged with an imposed war?! Some Muslims have been dumb down so much that they are afraid to use the word zionism or imperialism! Why? What is wrong with that? There’s no force on earth that has a monopoly on words but why do you voluntarily (do so)? Even some study groups- there’s halaqat here also- these are supposed to be more courageous then the public speaker in the Masjid but in these halaqat or study sessions, (weekly, bi-weekly or monthly as they occur), why is there no longer in them the pertinent ayaat and the straight-forward ahadith that give us an answer when we are seeking a direction and a way and the imposed hostilities that we are in?

Brothers and sisters- committed Muslims; this whole issue of these Israelis wanting to secure what they call a buffer zone in South Lebanon- as if this warfare began with a cross border attack by Hizbullah against Israeli occupiers? No! This warfare began by the Israelis when they stole our land, dislocated our brothers, imposed a military base in the Holy Land and when they confiscated our free will in the surrounding territories and countries- that is when it all began and it has been in the making for more then 57 years- and we will say it with the confidence that comes from Allah and His Prophet. Our duty is to flush zionism out of the Holy Land! Should we say it again? We will flush zionism out of the Holy Land! We don’t want misinformed and trouble making persons to come to us and say “you Muslims are out to kill the jews or christians.” We’ve been speaking in the street here for more than 23 years and we consider ourselves a-drop-in-the-ocean of the Islamic conscience and the Islamic mind in the world; has anyone heard one statement saying that Muslims are out to eradicate jews and christians in the world? Absolutely not! There is nothing in the book of Allah or the Sunnah of His Prophet that make Muslims feel as if their life is contingent upon getting rid of jews and cristians in the world. This is a lie that is part of the psychological warfare that fits into the military warfare of which we- the Muslims of the world- are at the receiving end. They want to turn this around- they are the aggressors shedding innocent Muslim lives. (Take a) look at these past 10 days: the numbers we have coming to us, (from different sources), indicate that there has been around 400 civilian, (innocent people) in Lebanon who have been killed by indiscriminate and deliberate Israeli bombing of civilian areas in the country. We compare that to, (these numbers, once again, come from the potpourri of sources that are out there), there have been 16, (at least, because this was last night) military personnel and 15 “civilians” who have been killed. We have to confess that we- the Muslims- are not in possession of the most accurate ordinances that are around; these may be inaccurate rockets and missiles that are launched, but there is a deliberate and well thought plan on the Islamic side not to claim civilian victories on the opposite side; juxtapose that with what the zionist side are doing to the Islamic side. They don’t know where the Muslims are in that territory i.e. 10,400 square kilometers of Lebanon so they go out hitting civilian non-military areas in the country and they are supposed to be civilized! Some Muslims who tune in into nonsense in the Masajid of today come out and listen to this engineered propaganda and believe it! 
We thank Allah that now the lines are defined more and we ask these brothers who have been cozying up to the Saudi Arabian government “how do you feel today?” (Do) you still have justification in your mental bag for the Saudi Arabian, Egyptian or the Jordanian government? Let us once again, (very briefly), take a closer look at their internal thoughts; brothers and sisters- this is what people who are running the countries of Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Jordan, among others, are saying: “we are afraid of a Shi’i arc that goes from Tehran to Baghdad to Damascus to Beirut.” Afraid of what?! This- what they call “a Shi’i arc” has tried to mend its ways with them- there are Shi’i officials who go to Riyadh and Jeddah periodically from Tehran, Baghdad, Damascus and Beirut (i.e. if we are to fall into your definition) and they’ve been speaking and making it clear to them that whatever they are doing is to liberate Palestine, (then) what’s their problem? They don’t have missiles that are directed towards Cairo, Arabia or anywhere else; their missiles are pointed at legitimate targets in Occupied Palestine- why are they afraid of that?! Let’s also walk them through their own mind and say “if you are thinking that the choice is between taking the side of “a Shi’i arc from Iran to Lebanon” that is against the zionist occupation in Palestine and the other choice is to take the position of the American-Israeli government against these Muslims who are fighting for their rights and place in the world, then how do you justify taking the Israeli-American side? If these Shi’is, (that extend from Persia to the Mediterranean), are not Muslims we ask you, in Arabia, “then why do you permit them to come to the Hajj and Umrah?” There is somewhere in you something that agrees that these are Muslims; they have another school-of-thought and another way of maybe explaining some issues but at the end of the day they are Muslims and, (at least some of), your policies attest to that but you are willing to take the side of yahud and nasara- the zionists and imperialists against Muslims who you permit with your own visas, regulations and politics to come to Makkah and Al Medinah- something is wrong with these Saudis?! Time has run out on them. They’ve not taken any corrective measures and they find that they have no supporters among the Muslims. (Take a) look today; in Cairo and Amman- tens of thousands of Muslims if not hundreds of thousands came out in support of Hizbullah and the Islamic Resistance- you see this with your own eyes and you find yourselves… What do you? Do you want to go to your summer resorts in Lebanon; may we remind you and all of us- these filthy rich in Arabia have bought mansions and villas in Lebanon, (for the information of those who don’t have this information), they purposefully sought to buy these villas and mansions in the christian areas of Lebanon and they throw the crumbs to the Sunnis of Lebanon in Beirut, Sayda and Tarablus to have them become your apologists. Even with that in mind these who you wanted to recruit for your strategy cannot speak up on your behalf because there is nothing that you’ve done to prove that you are brothers with the rest of the Muslims- they stand exposed; and we thank Allah generously, abundantly and liberally for the way they stand exposed. If they are able to weather the circumstances, (we don’t know what the coming weeks will have), but if they survive these coming weeks and months then their termination at the end, (whether it is next year or generation), is going to be uglier and more repulsive than had they been terminated in these circumstances and within this military, political and Islamic climate in the area. Once again, everyone says at least in the traditional religious mentality that we have, that we want our sins to be obliterated; we pray for Allah to forgive us and here is where Allah is telling you how to obliterate your sins and how to gain forgiveness from Allah
Shall I show you a trade or commerce or business that is more rewarding than the one you are in which will rescue you from a tormenting punishment: You secure yourself in your commitment to Allah and His Messenger and then you struggle on to a course to Allah with your wealth and yourselves- with your possessions and lives- this jihad (or) struggle is to your advantage or best for you; if you only knew… (Surah As Saff verse 10-11)
If you do that; if you become part of a struggle then
… Allah will obliterate your sins (Surah As Saff verse 12)
Brothers and sisters, committed Muslims…

Just a few points that stand out in the past 10 days: (number one) for the 1st time since 1947 and 1948 there is a sort of “balance of terror.” It’s not only Muslims, (who are not within their military responsibilities), in other words it is not only Muslim civilians who are leaving South Lebanon it has been reported that there has been 300,000 or so civilians who have left the populated areas of South Lebanon- that has occurred before, many times; but for the 1st time we have around one-million Israelis who have left their homes and lands in Northern Palestine- this has never occurred. With all the Arab armies, militaries, governments and budgets they haven’t managed to move a million yahudi-zionists as has occurred in the past 10 days. Another accomplishment: for the 2nd time in the past 57 years of this conflict an Israeli warship has taken a serious and direct hit; the 1st one was in the war of attrition in the late 1960s between the Egyptian and the Israeli government- that time there was a ship called Elat that was struck and damaged. This is the 2nd time; we are talking then about an army and a State and at the end of that there was a ceasefire; then there was Camp David and the surrender of the Egyptian Nation State to the Israeli and American dictat. Now the Israelis are keeping their troops at a distance and their naval vessels very far away from the shore and not like other times- remember 1982 they sent in tens of thousands of troops to occupy Lebanon- in the past few days they have been trying to send in their “special” most polished contingents of their military and they have been ambushed in the South of Lebanon suffering casualties and then retreating. This is a lesson for the Muslims who have been suffering from a broken psychology. You don’t go around looking for victory in Washington; can’t you learn this lesson in Arabia? You don’t go around implanting Israeli military missions in places like Jordan, Egypt, Mauritania, Oman, Qatar, Tunisia and these other places- that’s not the root and the way forward. Learn from what you are seeing; absorb the lessons that are unfolding and before and after that have an unshakeable confidence and reliance upon Allah.
