Kenmore State High School German Immersion and Extension Support Group 

Exchange Trip from Germany 2004 

Some Information for Engelsburg students

This page is a loose collection of information for the Engelsburg students, compiled in response to some questions asked. If some of this seems obvious to you, consider that it may not be to everyone. 

Homestays 

While in Brisbane, you will be staying with a local family. Most of you will be staying with the family of the student who stayed with you in 2003. Some of you will be staying with other families who have students at Kenmore High School.  All homestays have been arranged for you by the Exchange Committee , a small group of parents. Should you have any questions about your homestay, you can ask your hosts, or your teachers. 

Brisbane 

Here are some links to information about Brisbane. Of course, your homestay hosts can tell you more. 

· Lonely Planet Guide Book  http://lonelyplanet.com/destinations/australasia/brisbane/

· University of Queensland 

· http://www.uq.edu.au/studyabroad/living.html
· Holidays in Brisbane   

· http://www.uq.edu.au/studyabroad/living.html
· Lone Pine Sanctuary 

· http://www.koala.net/

· Our Brisbane 

· http://www.ourbrisbane.com/index.htm
Mobile Phones

If you want your mobile phone to work in Australia, you may have to make special arrangements with your phone company in Germany. 

Another option is to start a new pre-paid account when you arrive in Australia. Cost is around $30-00. You can buy a pre-paid card almost anywhere (eg post offices). Here are some web sites that might be of interest. 

Vodafone http://www.vodafone.com.au
Virgin   http://www.virginmobile.com.au
Optus   http://www.optus.com.au
Communic8 http://www.communic8.com.au

AAPT   http://www.aaptmobile.com.au

Home Phones 

Phone calls to other places in and around Brisbane cost about 25 cents per call regardless of how long you talk. Calls to other places in Australia or to other countries (eg Germany) are charged per second or minute. You should ask your homestay family before making a call at home. 

You can buy cards that allow you to make cheap calls to Germany from home or public phones. These cards make it possible to make calls from your homestay without any cost to your hosts. 

Internet 

Most homes in Australia have internet access. Some have cable or broadband access which means that the internet is available all of the time. Some homes have only dial-up access, which means that you use the phone line when on the internet. If your homestay has only dial-up, there are likely to be some rules about when you can use the internet and for how long. 

Money 

The best way to access your money in Australia is automatic teller machines = ATM = Geldautomart. There are many of them in shopping centres in Australia. Check with your bank in Germany that your card will work in other countries. 

Australian money is dollars and cents. We don't use 1 and 2 cent coins, the smallest coin being 5 cents. So, when you pay in cash, anything you buy is rounded up or down to the nearest 5 cents. If you buy a drink for $1-98, you pay $2-00. If you buy several items, the total is rounded. If you buy something for $7-72, you pay $7-70. If you pay by credit or debit card, you pay the exact amount (eg $7-72). 

Public Transport 

The only public transport in the Kenmore area is buses. They don't have weekly or monthly tickets, but you can buy a ticket that gives you 10 trips. 

You will be able to travel on the buses for the student fare (you will have Kenmore High student ID cards), but on weekdays, you have to pay full fare during peak hours. 

There are ferries that do cross-river trips and "citycats" that travel up and down the river through the city. You can also buy a day bus ticket that allows you to travel on the ferries and citycats as well. There are trains for longer trips eg the Gold Coast. 

For more information of public transport around Brisbane, see www.transinfo.qld.gov.au 

Maps 

If you really want to explore Brisbane streets on the internet, see www.whereis.com.au 

Australian Homes 

Meals 

Breakfast: Often a bowl of cereal with milk, sometimes toast (with Vegemite, of course!), less often cooked meal such as bacon and eggs. 

Lunch: Usually a light meal such as sandwiches. Perhaps more on weekends. 

For lunch on school days, kids usually take sandwiches and other food. Sometimes mothers make school lunches and sometimes kids make their own lunch. You can also buy lunch at school at the canteen, usually called the tuckshop. Jay's mum, who is a tuckshop expert, says that the tuckshop sells bread rolls, hot dogs, pies, nachos, pizza, cakes, slices, buns, soft drinks, juice, milk, mineral water, lollies, chocolate and chips. 

Dinner: The main meal of the day. You can expect almost anything on an Australian table at dinner time. Asian-style meals are common. Water: The water in Brisbane is the best you will find anywhere in the world! You can buy bottled water, but water from the tap is cheaper and very good.

Houshold Tasks 

It is normal in an Australian home for children (and teenagers!) to help with household work. You may be asked to do some things regularly - for example, cleaning up after meals, walking the dog, ironing your own clothes. It is definitely expected that you will keep your room (or the room you are sharing) tidy. 

Clothing 

What clothes will you need? In July and August it will be cold overnight (when we say cold, we mean you might want to wear more than shorts and t-shirt) and in the mornings but warm during the day. You might wear jeans and warm jumper in the morning or at night but shorts and t-shirt in the middle of the day. Germans are often surprised how cold it feels in Australian homes.

Most Brisbane homes don't have central heating. Some have airconditioning which also heats but only to part of the house. Some have fireplaces. Most use a few plug-in electric heaters when necessary which is really only for a few weeks of the year and even then only at night and in the mornings. So, you might find it cold some of the time. 

Cairns is hot most of the time. Sydney is like Brisbane but colder. 

So, don't assume that short clothes will be sufficient all of the time. Bring some warm clothes. Of course, clothes of all types here are relatively cheap and readily available. 

The Australian Bureau of Meteorology   http://www.bom.gov.au/   has a good web page that shows, among other things, rainfall and temperature charts      

       http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/forms/map_forms/imagemap.shtml

for many places in Australia   

School

There are some guidelines which you will have to follow during your stay with Kenmore.  Firstly you are expected to attend school each day and to participate in classes to the best of your ability.  Where participation is not possible you are expected to occupy yourself quietly.  Absence from school must be notified to the  school office in the same manner that Australian students do.  Absences without good reason or for more than one day will be followed up by the school administration and noted on your final report.

Students at Kenmore wear a school uniform and if you are staying for the term you must wear one.  You will need to budget for these items. See the following page for details


http://www.kenmoreshs.qld.edu.au/school-policies-dress.html
Ask your host family before you purchase anything as they may be able to lend you items or purchase them second hand.

Kenmore State High School has a website 


http://www.kenmoreshs.qld.edu.au
 The German Immersion and Extension Support Group also has one


http://www.giesg.org
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