Kenmore State High School German Immersion and Extension Support Group 

Exchange Trip from Germany 2004 

Hosting an Exchange Student

This page is a collection of suggestions and ideas for homestay hosts. It is not necessarily exhaustive and it is, in the main, not prescriptive. It is compiled in response to questions from prospective homestay families. 

Official Policy 

There is a comprehensive policy document that outlines both schools' responsibilities regarding the exchanges. Click here 

http://jridge4306.tripod.com/KSHSGIESG/Exchange2002Out/Docs/ExchangePolicy2002.doc
to open it. 

Some Homestay Matters 

Accommodation: You are expected to provide all meals. That would include whatever school lunches you provide to your own student. You are expected to provide a bed, but not a separate room for your exchange student. 

Fares: You are expected to provide transport to and from school, again, as you would for your own children. Where your children catch free Southern Cross Transit school buses to school, it has been customary for the bus company to transport exchange students free too. We expect that to be the case this year, but will keep you informed of any changes. 

You are not expected to provide other fares (eg to the shops on Saturday). However, a good rule of thumb is what you would provide for your own children. Another indicator is what your student was provided with during their stay in Germany.

Houshould routines: At the start of your homestay, explain to your host student how your household works and what is expected. For example:- 

· Meals: When do you have meals and what you normally eat. Does the student have any allergies to any foods, is there anything he/she doesn't really like. Is he/she expected to help with preparation of meals (eg setting the table) or cleaning up afterwards (eg washing up). 

· Clothes washing: When is washing day? Where do you put your dirty clothes? Who does the ironing? Where do I collect ny clean clothes? 

· Household chores: Again, what's expected? When? What's my share of the chores? 

· Keys and locks: Who has keys? Will you give a set to your exchange student? what happens if I come home and no one is here? 

· Going out with friends: What's expected? What's the latest I should be home? How do I keep you informed of my whereabouts?

Do not assume that your student will know the ‘normal’ thing to do.  Remember that old German saying : “Andere Länder, andere Sitten!” or in English “different countries, different customs!” 

School

School attendance is compulsory.  Please contact the school in the normal way if your German student will be absent.  The Engelsburg students are expected to be actively engaged in as much learning as possible.  They have a project to complete during their stay.

The Engelsburg students will be issued with a school ID as soon as possible after the beginning of Term 3.

The long-stay student are expected to wear the school uniform.  This request will be conveyed to Engelsburg before the departure of the group. Short-term students may wear appropriate casual clothes.

Social Life

Your homestay student will have come to Australia to experience living in an Australian household and with an Australian family. At the same time, though, the Engelsburg students are here on a holiday with their friends. This holiday aspect is particularly important for those who are staying for only four weeks. In one sense, you will be providing accommodation for your student's Australian holiday in Brisbane. So, don't be too surprised or put out if your homestay student spends lots of time away from your household. 

As our own Kenmore students will have to continue with their usual studies while the Engelsburg kids are here and will have the usual workload of assignments and homework, it is likely that your homestay student will want to be out-and-about rather than sitting at home. 

Touring

Do you have to be a tour guide for your homestay student? The short answer is no. Just providing the homestay is a generous and valuable contribution to the student's life. 

There will be several organised excursions for the whole group (Kenmore kids as well as the Engelsburger) and we would hope that the visiting students will have ample opportunity to get around by themselves. 

However, it's really up to you how much touring you provide. Most of us are proud to "show off" some of our country and will want to ensure that our homestay students don't miss what we consider to be the highlights of Brisbane and SEQ. So, do whatever you feel is right for you. 

Medical Matters

The Engelsburg students will have medical insurance as part of their travel insurance.  Ask for the details and keep them handy.  Check to see if there are any pre-existing medical conditions. Treat your student as you would one of your own.  If necessary, contact the family in Germany.  Also let the German teacher know, if they are still here or otherwise let the school know.  

Phones

There are cheaper methods than using the normal home phone for your Engelsburg student to ring home.  Super Saver phone cards, available from newsagents, are a very economic.

Warnings

· Expect your student to be a weak swimmer.  Explain surf rules.

· Do not expect that road safety rules will be familiar.

· Do not expect your student to know which animals are safe.

· Explain the need for sun safety.  Germans do like the idea of a good tan.

· German power system is different.  Your student may need an adaptor to operate electrical equipment they bring.

· Your German student will not have a sense of which places are safe. eg the Valley at night-time. 
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