Introduction

The Sufi tradition with its liberal world view, inclusive philosophy and love for mankind accounts for its resurgence and growing popularity. The Sufi mission of binding people spiritually and socially holds the key to realizing the dream of world peace. The spiritual dimension of Sufism emphasizes the need to traverse from without to within. It is about channelling the inner energies of a person to self awareness and self realization with the ultimate objective of invoking the inner spirit to bring it in harmony with the higher spirit. This harmony unravels the mysteries of existence, apart from bringing a feeling of contentment from within.

In a world still torn by inter-religious tension, resurgence of fundamentalism across the globe and a self-fulfilling prophecy of the clash of civilizations, it is imperative that we look into the spiritual heritage of humanity and seek there the healing springs of love, compassion and human brotherhood. It is in this context that an attempt is being made to recapture the lives and teachings of great saints of Khanqah-e-Niazia and rearticulate them in the contemporary context. The traditions of Sufism and Khanqah-e-Niazia in particular have continued from the heart to heart, (seena ba seena).

Since Prophet (PBUH) was the last messenger, his message was carried on by Sahabas (companios of the Prophet), Khalifas and later on by the Sufi saints. The saints were true followers of Islam.

In order to understand why people in such large number visit the shrines, it is necessary to realize that death does not prevent the saints from playing the role of a healer or the spiritual guide. They can continue to help people in distress even after death. It is this belief which inspires the people in general through the ages to visit the shrines. The Niazia saints dedicated themselves to the service of humanity which according to them was the service of God. The Niazia saints were and are apostle of love and brotherhood. Everyone, be a poor or rich, Hindu or Muslim – all were equal in their eyes. They listened to their grievances and helped overcome their problems. They never asked for anything in return. Since they devoted their whole life in prayers they gained proximity to God. They had sub-merged their identity and for not even a moment their thoughts went off from the Almighty. These saints always attributed whatever happened to the Almighty and posed at best as intermediaries. They always concealed their position and kept away from the lure of name, fame and wealth. Hazrat Qibla Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) aptly observes – 

BE NAMO NISHAN REHNE DO BUS NAM YEHI HEI

(I have identity only in anonymity)

Whatever came to Khanqah-e-Niazia in Bareilly, district of Uttar Pradesh in India as Nazrana was spent on public kitchen (Langar) which Niazia saints always maintained. Everyone irrespective of caste, creed or religion was served food and well taken care of. The practice continues to this day unabated.

As the sunset glides the sky, the haunting notes of devotional verses ring out from Khanqah, where the ‘sama’ during the Urs ceremonies continues to mesmerize devotees and itinerant visitor as they have done for centuries.

The Backdrop:

As referred in preceding Para, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was the last amongst the prophets and it was made clear that there shall be no prophets after him. It only implied finality of the message and not the end of it. The task was to be carried forward by those close to him in line of spirituality. Spreading and strengthening of Islam was the primary task of those whole followed him in succession. The Prophet set the norms for all to follow. Keeping the highest traditions of democratic rule in mind, the prophet did not nominate anyone as his successor and left the choice to his followers to decide by consensus. Hazrat Ali (KW) who was the first cousin and also son-in-law of the Prophet was therefore fourth in line of succession after Hazrat Abu Bakr (RA), Hazrat Umar (RA) and Hazrat Usman (RA). His proximity to the prophet was however unquestionable and all his predecessors acknowledged this fact. Hazrat Abu Backer, the first Caliph gave him due respect. Once while he was reciting Quran and Hazrat Ali (KW) came, he closed down the holy book and started talking to him. When Hazrat Ali himself objected to this, he said I know that you are Quran personified and the book I can recite later. It may be recalled here that there were no more prophets after Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) but it was made clear that amongst his close followers there shall be people with same qualities as those of last prophet’s predecessors. It was during Hazrat Umar’s (RA) tenure that some people came from Syria and demanded that in case you were on the right path, show us some of the miracles which the last prophet’s predecessors were in possession. Hazrat Umar (RA) took these people to Hazrat Ali (KW) and desired that since he was not in possession of such powers, Hazrat Ali (KW) may prove the point. And Hazrat Ali did show some of the miracles associated with some of the prophets preceding Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) just to prove their genuineness.

For initial few years after the prophet there was no distinction between the spiritual and the political head but the prophet in more than one saying made it clear as to who was to be his real spiritual successor. At one place the prophet is said to have observed ‘I am the City of Knowledge and Ali is the Gate through which the person enters the city’. Another very famous and most quoted saying suggests that Hazrat Ali is the lord of all those who accept the Prophet as their Lord.

Hazrat Ali (KW) happened to be the first point in the line of transmission of mystic heritage from the prophet for the sufi tradition. The Prophet himself is said to have observed that Hazrat Ali was to him like Hazrat Haroon to Hazrat Moosa (One of the predecessors of Hazrat Mohammad (PBUH).

While the spread and strengthening of Islam was the primary task, a quality of the prophet is mentioned in Quran is that the Prophet is sent not just for the followers of Islam but for the entire Universe – “Wama Arsalnaka illa Rehmatullil Aleemeein”, And that aspect of his personality is reflected in Hazrat Ali (KW) who is known as “Maula-e-Kayenat” – The lord of Universe. And this task is being carried forward to date by the Sufi Saints.

It may be appropriate here to mention a few words about the sufi cult and who they are. The primary features that characterize the sufi order are – the need to renounce the material goods, self-discipline and personal prayers. An essential characteristic is also the need for aspirant to have a spiritual master who acts as a friend, philosopher and guide and who equips to follow the path of God by activating spiritual elements within him. The Quran instructs man to remember (Zikr) God for the stages of Sufism rest upon the premise that by constant recollection and remembrance of Allah, one will, through the grace of Allah, eventually came to be effaced in the one remembered. Some of the historians have traced the origin of Sufism to a group of companions of prophet known as “Ahle-Suffa. Many of them were of foreign origin like Hazrat Bilal from Ethiopia, Hazrat Salman from Persia and Hazrat Shoeb from Rome. The common bond between them was eternal love of God and his Prophet.

In Sufism the concept of ‘Ishq’ (deep frenzied love) acquired a central position. Love is regarded as universal force which is embedded in every atom of creation and in its fire the dross of worldly existence burns and remains captive. In Sufism, the constrained individual spirit is compared to a droplet of water or a bubble, while the unrestrained universal sprit is likened to expance of water or the ocean. The ultimate goal of the droplet is to be united with the sea. In the same way the journey of the human ego is to seek annihilation and to become one with the infinite being.

For Sufis the Qawwali is a vocal form of remembrance and these spiritual and musical gatherings – which have to be conducted under the supervision of a Spiritual Master -activate the mystical elements in both the singer and the listener to such a degree that it creates the ideal environment for spiritual enlightenment.

The music and dance (whirling) of the sama is an integral ritual in promoting the tenets of the Chisti order as it is considered as an act of surrender to God and believed to heighten the spiritual sensibilities. The devotee is the lover and the God is beloved, and it is through these beautiful songs of separation and the pain of that separation that the lover seeks the soul-illuminating union with the divine.

Love is the essence of Sufism. For the Sufis the supreme object of life is to serve and obey Allah and his creations. Just as the creator indiscriminately bestows sun, rain and love upon all of his creations, so too the Sufis strive for love for the entire mankind regardless of caste, creed, age, sex, colour and religion. The Sufi Saints have always emphasized that the service to the humanity is the real service to God. This is also in accordance with Quran which emphasizes HUQOOQUL IBAD – rights of the human beings. It has been made clear at more than one place that if you falter in the discharge of duties assigned by God, he being all merciful may forgive, but if one falters in discharge of one’s obligations towards his creations, God may not forgive unless the affected parties forgive from their side.

In India, Sufism represented a symbol of communal harmony. By respecting the sentiments of local population, the Sufi saints have done the greatest service for spreading of Islam in India. When some one presented a pair of scissors to Hazrat Baba Fareed (RA) popularly known as Ganje Shakar, a saint during twelfth century, he is said to have observed: “Do not give me scissors which cut through, give me a needle and thread which stitch together”. And this is the secret of growing popularity of Sufism in India and across the world. The formal beginning was the arrival of Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti (RA) popularly known as Hazrat Gharib Nawaz in 11th century. Reportedly after a dream in which the Holy Prophet asked him to proceed to Ajmer to propagate Islam, Khwaja Sahib after a brief halt at Lahore came to Ajmer and settled down despite all the initial opposition. He interpreted religion in terms of human service and exhorted his disciples to develop river like generosity, sun like warmth and affection and earth like hospitality. The highest form of devotion according to him was to redress the misery of those in distress, to fulfill the needs of the helpless and to feed the hungry. The torch of Chistiya order was kept lit by his various disciples, notably by Hazrat Khwaja Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar (RA) who is laid to rest in Mehrauli (Delhi). Next in line are Hazrat Baba Fariduddin popularly known as Ganj-e-Shakar (RA) who is laid to rest in Pak-Patan near Lahore in Pakistan, Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia popularly known as Mehboob-e-Iliahi (RA) (Delhi) and Hazrat Nasiruddin Chiraag-e-Delhi (RA) Twelfth in the order of the chain is Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz Hazrat Shah Niaz Ahmed Sahib (RA) Bariellvi, with whose name is associated Niazia Cult. The present effort is meant to highlight the saints who have been a part of this cult, who not only were the torch bearers of the Chistiya order but also of a few other orders like Qadriya, Naqshbandia etc.

Hazrat Qibla Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) inherited Qadriya Cult from Hazrat Shah Abdullah Baghdadi Qadiri (RA), a direct descendant of Mehboob-e-Subhaani Hazrat Abdul Qadir Jeelani (RA) of Baghdad – 17th in the direct line of descendants of the Holy Prophet.

Before starting a narration of Huzoor Qibla Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) the founder of Niazia order and his descendants, it may be worthwhile to explain a few terms as also very briefly the concept of Peer and Mureed and write a few words about his mother.

Concepts:
The word “Saint” in English is a general term which includes Wali (Aulia), murshid, sheikh, durveish. It would however be better if a distinction is made and these terms are briefly explained.

Wali literally means, friend having close proximity. In religious terms it means closeness to god. Aulia is plural of Wali and means friends of God on earth. There were and are always saints on earth, some of them are even not identifiable. Spiritual guide is known as the murshid, peer or sheikh. Sheikh, peer or murshid may be in the category of faqir, durvesh or sufi but all faqirs durveishes and Sufis are not sheikh, murshid or peer. For a sheikh, peer or murshid it is necessary to have, spiritual descent from the prophet or his companions, connection with some prestigious sufi silsila and sometimes an ability to perform miracles. They are generally men of greatest learning and spirituality who guide their disciples along the mystical path and dispense help and advice to all who come to their khanqah. They are the spiritual teacher guide to their disciples. They heal both mental and physical diseases by spiritual means and seldom allow anybody to leave the khanqah unsatisfied. By their attachment and effort they get so close to God that whatever they ask for is generally granted. When a person becomes a disciple or mureed it means complete surrender of oneself before the Peer or Murshid. The peer takes care of his well being not only in this world but in the other world- the stage after death over which no one has any control. One should not get disheartened if sometimes small worldly gains are not visibly granted because as a matter of principle if one completely surrenders, one should not have objections or raise doubts. An average human being is not even aware as to what is in his best interest. This is made clear in Quran also. It is here that the role of peer or murshid or sheikh becomes important.

Bibi Shah Gharib Nawaz (RA):
Hazrat Qibla Niaz-be-Niaz inherited spiritual qualities from his parents particularly from his mother as he himself has observed in one of his couplets –

Sheere-madar tha ya sharab-e-kuhan

Jiska hae ye khumar ankhon mein

Her name was Bibi Lado. She was popularly known  as Bibi Shah Gharibnawaz. Her father Maulana Saeeduddin Rizvi was a disciple and khalifa of Hazrat Sheikh Kaleemullah Jahanabadi. Hazrat Bibi Shah Gharib Nawaz was the disciple of Sheikh Muhiuddin. Dayasanami (RA) who belonged to the Qadriya Order. Hazrat Bibi Shah Gharib Nawaz was a very pious and righteous lady. She was well known for her miracles and was endowed with all the merits of perfection. She groomed her son with spiritual training from the very beginning. For twelve years she gave a diet consisting of rice and dal which was cooked just by her glances. Once a person who had studied with Huzoor Qibla had come to Khanqah and Huzoor Qibla told his mother that he was impressed with his spiritual qualities. Bibi Sahiba asked him to invite the guest for a meal. He was served with the same rice and dal which Bibi Sahiba used to give to Huzoor Qibla. The guest just took one spoon and become unconscious. When Huzoor Qibla mentioned this to his mother, she said you eat the rest and do not get impressed by such outwardly appearance.

When she was in Delhi there was once severe drought. People were in distress due to the scarcity of water. There were no rains. The clouds used to form but it never rained. People found that one apparently Fakir looking person used to stay in a hut which was on the banks of river Yamuna. Whenever the clouds used to form the religious man will stand with his stick and say “I will never allow to rain because if it rains my hut will be damaged”. The people were much pained and came and requested Bibi Shah Gharib Nawaz (RA) to pray for rains. At first she declined, then ordered her maid servant (Bibi Nooran) to go to the pious man and request him to allow it to rain The maid replied, “If he doesn’t listen to me then what should I do” Bibi Sahiba asked her to put her ‘dupatta’ on his feet and make renewed requests since God’s creation are in trouble. “You allow the rains to come”. The maid then went and requested the pious man in the manner desired. He refused saying that the rains will wipe off his hut and he will not allow the rains to come. Then the maid said if someone else allows the rain what shall happen? The Pious man replied “No one dares to allow the rains to come”. The maid then went and sat near the banks of Yamuna covered herself and prayed putting her dupatta atop. In minutes clouds gathered and it started raining. There were heavy rains, but the administrator of the city then came and requested the maid to stop the rains. The pious man, then came to the maid with a knife in his hand and told her to cut his nose. The maid apologized and told that you should be kind to the creations of God and went away.

Bibi Shah Gharib Nawaz (RA) was a strict purdah observing lady. She was the disciple (Mureed) of Hazrat Muhiuddin Dayasanami (RA). She used to take lessons from his pir through his daughter Hazrat Bibi Asmath Shah (RA). She never used to come in front of washerwoman and other woman who were not purdah observing. Her clothes were washed by her maid servant. In the last days she had left taking proper food and was basically on a very simple diet which included a few gms of cream. The doctors prescribed a cereal diet which was necessary for survival. So a small amount of wheat was given. She told her son that same cereal has been given to her which has polluted her stomach. Inspite of her refusal to take cereals it had been given to her. She told her son that she would no longer be staying in this world and asked him to prepare for the last rites. Hazoor Qibla apologized but she adhered to what she had said. She died on 6th Rabiul Awwal and lies buried in the mosque compound which is close to Khanqah Niazia Bareilly.

Hazrat Qutabe Aalam Madare Azam Shah Niaz Ahmad Sahib (RA)

Popularly known as Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA), the founder of the Niazia order was born in Sir Hind in 1742. Named Raz Ahmad alias Niaz Ahmad (RA) was Alvi by lineage. He belonged to the royal family of Indijan – their home town in Bokhara. His ancestor Janab Aayat Ullah Alvi left the throne of Indijan and came to Multan. After sometime his grandson Janab Azmat Ullah Alvi left Multan and came to Sir Hind. His son Hazrat Rahmat Ullah Alvi left Sir Hind and came to Delhi in 1747.

Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) started his early education as per the tradition of his family with his maternal grandfather Hazrat Maulana Saeed Uddin Rizvi, who was a Khalifa of Hazrat Sheikh Kaleemullah Jahanabadi (RA) (a renowned saint of Chishtiya order in Delhi at that time), teaching from Quran – Iqra bisme rabbekal lazi khalaq – known as Bismillah to start formal teaching. He completed his madarsa education which included knowledge of Quran, Hadith, Tafseer, Fiqah at the age of fifteen. A meeting of scholars was convened and they questioned Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) for three days on various topics relating to the religion. Fully satisfied, turban of excellence (Dastar-e-Fazeelat) was tied and he was awarded the degree of Farighut-tahsil. Meanwhile Hazrat Maulana Fakhre-Pak son of Hazrat Nizam Uddin Aurangabadi (RA) had come to Delhi to seek further guidance from Hazrat Saeed Uddin Rizvi at the behest of his father, himself a great saint of Chishtiya order. Hazrat Maulana Fakhruddin (Fakhre Pak) (RA) used to visit Maulana Saeeduddin Sahib’s house every Thursday. On one such occasion, Hazrat Bibi Shah Ghareeb Nawaz (RA), mother of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) requested Fakhruddin Sahib (RA) to take his son under his spiritual care. Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz therefore became a formal disciple (Mureed) of Hazrat Maulana Fakhruddin (RA) who bestowed him with Khilafat by putting on his head a special turban. Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) got immense popularity in Delhi where he kept his association with Madarsa-e-Fakhria for a little more than 15 years. Hazrat Ghous-e-Pak (RA) in a dream told Hazrat Maulana Fakhruddin (RA) his peer that his grandson, Hazrat Abdullah Baghdadi (RA) would be coming to Delhi to bestow Khilafat of Qadriya order upon Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA). After another six months, Hazrat Fakhruddin (RA) was again informed through a dream of the arrival of Hazrat Baghdadi (RA). Hazrat Fakhruddin (RA) then put a tray of sweets on his head and took Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) to Delhi Jama Masjid. The grandson of Hazrat Ghouse Pak (RA) at once recognized Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) and accepted him as his disciple. Hazrat Abdullah Baghdadi (RA) gave his daughter in marriage to Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA).

Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) one of the greatest scholar of his day was not a miracle mongar of the ordinary sort. His greatness was the reflection of a loving heart and his miracles were outcome of a deeply sympathetic soul. He could read a man’s heart by a glance at his face and spoke words that brought consolation to an aggrieved heart.

There had been a tradition to place a fan made up of flowers on the tomb of Hazrat Qutubuddin Kaki (RA). The tradition continues till date and is called ‘Phool Walon Ki Saer’. Huzoor Qibla once participated in this procession. When people sitting in a wooden canopy, erected on the top of shops, enroute, saw Huzoor Qibla they offered him a seat. They were discussing amongst themselves situations when a glance of the saints used to create a stir and the procession stopped for a while. Now a days such saints were not there. Huzoor Qibla replied that the world still is not devoid of such people. When there are no such people Qayamat (doom’s day) will occur. Huzoor Qibla further mentioned that Hazrat Maulana Fakhr-e-Pak is a saint of great calibre with all spiritual powers. In the meantime, the procession happened to come to the site where these people were seated. Huzoor Qibla stood up and glanced through the huge crowd with the procession. The whole procession got still for a moment as if people accompanying had lost consciousness. Huzoor Qibla then bowed and left quietly. Only then people sitting over there realized his spiritual greatness.

Hazrat Maulana Fakhre Pak (RA) after bestowing Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) with Sajjada Nasheeni asked him to move to Rohilkhand (Bareilly) to carry forward the task of serving the humanity. He came to Bareilly along with his parents and brother. His father who was a Qazi in Delhi resigned to accompany his son to Bareilly. Huzoor Qibla hired a house on rent near the Bibiji’s mosque in Biharipur Mohalla and started teaching. He became popular among the people. Bolan Shah, a local saint became envious of Huzoor Qibla’s popularity. A disciple of Bolan Shah once came to Huzoor Qibla and requested him to accept him as his disciple. Huzoor Qibla, however, advised him to continue to serve Bolan Shah. Despite that Bolan Shah wanted to cause harm to Huzoor Qibla through spiritual powers. The wall of mosque where Huzoor Qibla was seated started moving and it was about to fall when Huzoor Qibla turned his face towards the wall and the wall stood where it was. This was an attempt by Bolan Shah to hurt Huzoor Qibla. Thereafter Huzoor Qibla paid spiritual attention to Bolan Shah he started rolling on the ground with severe pain. Bolan Shah then came to Huzoor Qibla and the pain subsided only when he had apologized. After sometime Huzoor Qibla got a house and a Khanqah constructed in Khoji Mohalla. From that day onwards this place came to be known as Khwaja Qutub. When he shifted to his new premises thousands of people started coming to seek his blessings. His disciples were not only the locals but from Afghanistan, Iran, Badakhshan, Samarkand, Yarqand and several other places. Khanqah was full of the disciples who were engrossed in practicing Zikr-o-Shaghal (remembrance of God). Huzoor Qibla once advised some of his disciples to go to some forest area for Zikr-o-Shaghal. Instead of going to some forest area, they went away from Khanqah and sat in a garden. The spiritual effect was such that the garden which was flourishing with fruits and flowers suddenly got deserted. The owner asked the gardener about the reason and was informed about Zikr sessions by saints disciples of Huzoor Qibla. The owner then came to Huzoor Qibla and complained. Huzoor Qibla got annoyed and called them back.

The disciples were served food once and provided tea in the night. They were busy in meditation till dawn. Once Huzoor Qibla in order to test them enquired if any one could dry up a green plant and vice versa. Disciples sought his permission to do so and the green plant was dried up by one of them through a glance and brought back to normal by another.

Huzoor Qibla was very kind to all human beings and affectionate to his disciples. Once he went to one of his non-Muslim disciple whose son was ill. He saw a brocade curtain hanging on a wall. On enquiring to as what it was Chowdhary Sahib, his disciple, replied that it was a portrait of Shri Krishna Ji. Huzoor Qibla had a glance at the portrait and said as to how the residents were in pain with Shri Krishna’s presence in the house. Chowdhary Sahib’s son got well thereafter.

Once a Nawab organized a Sama Ceremony (Qawwali) and invited all the Sufis to attend it. Actually he wanted to make a mockery of the Sufis who used to lose consciousness and dance when they were in direct communion with God. The Sufis came to Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) and told him about the motive of the Nawab. They requested Huzoor Qibla (RA) also to accompany them. At first he declined, but on a second thought he promised to come. At the appointed hour of the concert Huzoor Qibla (RA) reached along with his disciples. There he saw the seating arrangement. Some chairs were marked for the elite and the nawabs. The Sufis and musicians were made to sit cross legged on the floor. Huzoor Qibla (RA) got himself seated on the floor along with his disciples. The Qawwal recited the following couplet:

“Ta Naqsh-Zamin-bood-Zama-bood-Ali-bood

Ta- Surat Paiwand-Jahan-bood-Ali-bood”

Inspired by the couplet Huzoor Qibla started waving his scarf. All the elite and privileged seated on the chairs fell down and started rocking and rolling on the ground. The Nawab's brother came to know about the incident and reached the spot. He too could not control himself and apologized and bowed before Huzoor Qibla in respect. Huzoor Qibla then recited some verses and sprinkled the holy water on the persons who had fallen down. They regained consciousness and apologized for the disrespect. Huzoor Qibla advised them not to make fun of Fakirs and Sufis.

Award of Title of Qutab-e-Aalam to Huzoor Qibla:

Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) went to Delhi to meet his Peer Hazrat Maulana Fakhre Pak (RA). When Hazrat Maulana saw Huzoor Qubla he remarked that we had sent you to Rohilkhand, you are ruling the whole world. Huzoor Qibla bowed in respect and said that all that was from his side only. It may be mentioned in this connection that in June 1824 Huzoor Qibla had once, announced that something was being bestowed upon him from the Almighty. He had seen an image of his mother accompanied by thousands of saints carrying a box on her head. She gave that box to Huzoor Qibla. The key of the box was given by Hazrat Maulana to Huzoor Qibla who had asked him to open it. When Huzoor Qibla opened it he found a golden piece on which the following words in Arabic were engraved:

“You are informed that you are given the title of Qutab-e-Aalam from the Almighty and all other titles shall be given through you”.

When Huzoor Qibla had read the script, he was  made to sit on a throne and was further informed that the box contained ninety nine titles and each title was to be given to those in line after him at the appropriate time.

Huzoor Qibla had great respect for Ahl-e-Bait [those related to the Holy Prophet (PBUH)]. On the night of Asharooya-e-Moharram (10th of first month of Muslim Calendar) he, accompanied by his disciples, used to go to pay respect to Tazias [symbolic tomb of Hazrat Imam Husain (AS)]. Once Moulvi Akbar Ali Sahib from Surat was staying in the Khanqah during Moharram. He accompanied Huzoor Qibla on Ashoora night and found that Huzoor Qibla had bowed to kiss the wooden platform on which Tazia was placed. Moulvi Sahib in his heart thought that this amounted to ‘Shirk’ (giving someone else same respect which is meant for God only). Huzoor Qibla through the divine power could guess of his feeling and asked him to look at the Tazia. When Moulvi Sahib saw he screamed and fell unconscious on the ground. Huzoor Qibla moved ahead. When he regained consciousness people asked as to what had happened to him. Moulvi Sahib then replied that he had seen Hazrat Imam Hasan (AS) in green dress on the one side of the Tazia and Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) in red on the other side.

When Huzoor Qibla was unable to walk due to paralysis attack he did not visit the Tazia on Ashoora night. In his meditation he saw Hazrat Bibi Fatima (AS) saying that he had not come to visit her children. With tears in his eyes, Huzoor Qibla asked his disciples to carry him to the Tazias. The disciples thought the was to be taken lying on the cot but he refused and desired that he be taken on foot and visited five Tazias as per his usual practice. On 12th of Moharram a cauldron of Kichra (mixture of wheat, dal, mutton and other cereals) was got cooked for distribution among the people. The practice continues till date.

Moulvi Akbar Ali Sahib had certain doubts which were clarified by Huzoor Qibla. He put the questions relating to Qawwali, Tazias, Yazid [enemy of Hazrat Imam (AS)] Huzoor Qibla replied that he could not listen to anything else except the music of the drum used in Qawwali; and on Tazias he said he would not have allowed anybody to build Tazia as it was not possible to give full respect but once they are there, he respects the same with all respect at his command; and on Yazid he said he would not pollute his tongue with Yazid’s name and instead sweeten his tongue with the name of Imam Hussain (AS).

Huzoor Qibla was always busy in study and spiritual exercises. He used to pray and meditate for long hours till the break of the dawn. After morning prayers, he used to lie down for some time and then he came out to listen to the woes of the people thronging Khanqah. He provided relief to both mental and physical diseases by spiritual means. Most of the people came for solution of their worldly problems and sought his blessings. Huzoor Qibla had deep insight into human character and assuaged the wounds of his disciples and strengthened their unshakable faith in God and moral values which sustained them in the midst of severest trials and turbulations of life. He had many distinguished Khalifas who carried on his work and propagated the message of love, peace and universal brotherhood not only in India but in various other parts of the world. For the redressal of the grievances of his disciples, even the physical presence was sometimes not essential. In one of his couplet, Huzoor Qibla has thus advised:

Ai Taliban Ai Taliban – Ma bashuma herjastum; hum jalvagar der deedaha, ham muzmare dil hastum (Oh! my seeker I am always with you. I am present in your eyes and hidden in    your heart).

Ein doorio mehjurium az wehmo pindare shumast; Dar Nisbate khud ba shuma dariya-o- mauj aasastum (You thought that you are far from me and I am not listening to you is wrong. The examples of yours and mine is – I am a river and you are its wave).

Bar Akse rasme ein jahan dar parda me bashum aiyan; Chandanke be parda shuvam dar perda-e-ikhfastum (Since this is the world I have to help you secretly – I cannot come before you).

A wealthy man by the name of Chaudhary Basant Rai, residing in Bareilly requested Huzoor Qibla to visit one of his seriously ill relative. Huzoor Qibla went along with his disciples and asked one of his disciples to lie down near the cot of the patient. The disciple’s stomach started swelling and the patient’s pain started subsiding. The condition of the disciple became serious as the patient got well and asked for food. The disciple was then taken to the Khanqah and he too got well in a day or two.

Huzoor Qibla at the request of his several disciples went to Bachraon near Moradabad. His seven disciples had invited him for a feast at their respective places on the same date. They never knew that Huzoor Qibla had been invited on the same date and time. Huzoor Qibla stayed in Moradabad for a day and had his meals there at the place of his stay. He then retired to his room and told those present not to disturb him till such time that he himself may come out. Subsequently when all those who had invited came to thank Huzoor Qibla on his having feast with them, the people around discovered that while Huzoor Qibla was taking rest inside his room, each of his disciples felt his presence each at his own place, they were all astonished.

A person from Kabul had come to Bareilly to become Huzoor Qibla’s disciple. Just as he entered the city and reached a bridge constructed over Sankhla river, he saw a pious looking man who asked him as to where he was going. The person from Kabul replied that he was going to the Khanqah to become the disciple of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA). The pious looking man replied that he was Niaz Ahmad and advised him to become his disciple there itself and then go to the Khanqah near Bibiji’s mosque. When the person reached Khanqah, he came to know that Huzoor Qibla had left for his heavenly abode three days back. The person from Kabul narrated the story and told about the looks of the pious personality which was quite similar to Huzoor Qibla. After staying in Khanqah for a few days, he left back for Kabul.

Once on Urs occasion. Huzoor Qibla asked his disciples to distribute bread alongwith sweets. Munshi Ali Bakhsh who was incharge of the Kitchen, informed Huzoor Qibla that only five Kg of floor was left in the larder and it would not be sufficient for all those present. Huzoor Qibla asked him to bring those five kg bread and covered it with thick sheet and told him to distribute the same without looking as to how much was left. The bread was distributed to all those present and after everyone had his share, the Munshi to his surprise found the five kg bread intact.

Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) as a Poet and Writer:

Huzoor Qibla’s poetry conveyed a message of love, peace and brotherhood. Highest form of mysticism is reflected in all his verses. As a matter of fact, it is not possible for common men to fully appreciate it. It is said that if some could understand the gist and the meaning of these poems in real sense, the person could turn into a saint himself. Huzoor Qibla was not an ordinary poet. He was a poet laureate par excellence. He was a saint, philosopher, literature and a dynamic amalgam of spiritual qualities. An ardent follower of the path shown by his spiritual mentors, he had an innate poise and divinity that is reflected in his composition. Huzoor Qibla’s poetic genius found early recognition when he was still a student. His composition was highly appreciated by Hazrat Mazhar Jane Janan, his contemporary poet who felt privileged in being his student. Huzoor Qibla taught people how to find coherence, harmony and beauty by aspiring to spiritual fulfillment in the midst of life’s trial. Huzoor Qibla was well versed in Arabic, Persian, Urdu and Hindi. His grasp of languages is evident from many of his works. He wrote in Hindi about spiritual love through Holi and Basant which are popular festivals in Indian sub-continent. Some of his couplets were amalgam of Arabic, Urdu and Hindi, e.g.

Summun, Bukmun, Ummun Hoke Haq Se Dhyan Lagaoji; Berangi ki surat jamake apna aap gumnaoji; Pak munazzah poore hoke subhani gun gaoji; Niaz gaya jab Allah logon kon raha farmaoji.

Of a number of couplets on Holi only one is being reproduced here:

Hori hoe rahi Ahmad jeo ke duar; Hazrat Ali ko rang bano hai, Hasan Hussain khilar; Aisi hori ki dhoom machi hai chunva dar pari hai pukar; Aiso ano kho chatur khilari rang deeno sansar; Niaz piara bhar bhar jhar ke eik he rang sahas pichkar

The festival of BASANT PANCHAMI has acquired special significance with mystic poets. It coincides with cutting the crop of mustard.

Huzoor Qibla in a couplet writes:

Man Mohan jab chub dikhlaee, sarson phooli ankhon mein; Prem ki zardi mukh per chaee sarson phooli ankhon mein; Niaz Kahani suno re bhai hosh gaye behoshi aaye; Khudi gayee tab mili khudai sarson phooli ankhonmein.

The above clearly reflects that Huzoor Qibla’s poetry is not only based on Tasawwuf (mysticism), it is nothing but only the mystic philosophy. As a poet, he has composed Naat [poems in praise of Holy Prophet (PBUH)], Manqibat [poems in praise of, beginning with Maula Ali (AS), saints in Qadriya and Chishtiya order; Ghazals, Nazams, Masnavis; mustejad and khums. The language is simple and touches the heart. These are immensely popular and are recited in Qawwalis across the world. In addition to being a poet, he had a number of writings on mysticism to his credit. Some of the well known writings are:

1. Risala-Raz-o-Niaz

2. Shamsul Ain

3. Hashi-e-Sharah Chaghmani

4. Hashi-e-Mullah Jalal

5. Tasmeetul Maratib

6. Sharah Kasaede Arabia

7. Dewane Niaz-be-Niaz (Urdu, Persian and Hindi)

He had also knowledge of astrology though never made use of the same and was a master calligrapher.

Visal:

In the last few days Huzoor Qibla was always engrossed in meditation and stopped talking or meeting the people. He had asked his disciples to make him conscious and ensure that he offered all prayers in time. He had left taking food and took only a small amount of whatever was available. When Khalifas around found him restless, they enquired about this. He said that he had prayed to the Almighty to put to all the pain and restlessness which Niazis were to face at the time of their death unto himself and that prayer had been granted. The restlessness was because of that.

When Huzoor Qibla suddenly lost consciousness, he spread his both hands in a manner as if he wanted to embrace some one. All Khalifas who were present went close to him but there was no change in his condition. When Hazrat Shah Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) his son and Sajjada Nashin came close to him, he put both his hands around him and breathed his last on 6th Jamadiussani (sixth month of Islamic calendar) 1250 Hijri, coinciding with 12 October 1834.

Huzoor Qibla had two sons, Hazrat Shah Nizam Uddin Hussain (RA) who was only 16 at that time and the other one was Hazrat Shah Naseeruddin Hussain.

Tajul Aulia Hazrat Shah Nizam Uddin Hussain Sahib (RA)

The transmission of the spiritual authority passed on to his son Hazrat Shah Nizamuddin Hussain (RA). Hazrat Shah Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) was born on 30th November 1818. When he was born Huzoor Qibla recited Azaan in his ears. From his early childhood he was brought to the Khanqah and spent most of his time in the company of reputed Khalifas. He started speaking Persian in the company of these khalifas and got well versed in Arabic, Persian, Urdu and Hindi languages. He got his early education in Fiqah, Hadith and Tafseer from various teachers and was put under the care of Khalifa Maulana Makhdoom Abdul Shakil Sahib and Maulana Obaidullah Sahib Badakhshani. Once when he was playing outside Khanqah premises at the age of five, he was whisked away by some outside elements. When he did not return, Huzoor Qibla asked his disciples to go and search on the banks of river Nakatia. When the disciples went there he was sitting in front of tent of the nomads. When he saw the disciples he smiled and said Huzoor Qibla might have called me. Huzoor Qibla used to keep Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) infront of him for two hours. It was a daily routine. When he went to sleep he was taken inside Haveli. When he became nine years old he was taught “Shaghal Durood”. There was a strenuous personal routine of prayers and devotion. When he became eleven years old he started performing the Chilla. He was sent to a deserted place in a forest. In the Haveli he used to sit in a dark room and pray. Once when he was engrossed in meditation he saw a black snake infront of him. He sat still and did not move. After sometime the snake went away. He performed many chillas. He used to spend most of his time in prayers and meditation. When he reached perfection in all the faculties of religion at the age of thirteen, he was asked to pray two rakats (as Namaz-e-Shukrana) and Huzoor Qibla bestowed upon him his Khailafat. He was made Sajjada Nashin in the presence of all reputed Khalifas and privileged people of the city. He was made to sit on the “Masnad”. Huzoor Qibla stood and presented two silver coins to him and announced “Whosoever is my Khalifa or mureed, from today onwards will be mureed and khalifa of Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA)”.

After the departure of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) Huzoor Tajul Auliya got a canopy erected in front of the tomb of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA). He asked all his disciples to concentrate on his teachings and feel as if he was present. All Khalifas were asked to meditate till the break of the dawn. During this period only two cups of tea were served.

Despite Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) spending most of his time in prayers, he acquired knowledge of meta physics, philosophy, astrology and astronomy. He excelled in the art of soldiery, sword fighting, target shooting and the use of bow and arrow. Many of the persons felt proud to be his disciples in these areas as well. He was very sensitive for the aroma of scent. He could tell just by smell as to what other plants were close to the flower bed out of which the scent had been prepared.

He had developed expertise in various forms of music and even the acknowledged musicians at that time paid obeisance to him. Whole day he used to sit with his disciples trained them in spiritualism and listened to the woes of all and sundry. He believed in universal brotherhood and treated all people alike irrespective of caste, creed and religion.

Hazrat Shah Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) never slept for sixty years, took very little food and spent most of his times taking care of the welfare of the people. For three years prior to his departure from this world he had left taking cereal diet and was on a simple diet of two egg yokes. In the kitchen of Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) so many meals were cooked and all the impoverised people of the city had their fill.

Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) was well known for his super natural powers. On whomsoever he glanced, the person got on righteous path. Whenever a sinner came and met Huzoor, he apologized for the sins and stood reformed. His message of love and peace spread around the world among different countries like Afghanistan, Iran, Turkey, Badakhshan, Bokhara, Egypt and Damascus.

He never made a show of his supernatural powers and infact used to hide and attribute the same to the will of Allah.

During the period of mutiny Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) visited Rampur. It was getting dark so he stayed in a village. He heard the wailing sounds of a Hindu lady. He sent his disciples to enquire about the cause. The disciples came back and told him that the lady had lost her children earlier and only one had survived. The only surviving child had also expired now and that is why she was crying. Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) asked his disciples to bring the lady to him. When the lady came Hazrat Qibla blessed her with the information that a son will born and he will survive and remain alive. And after a year the son was born. The lady was delighted and brought her son to Hazrat Qibla and requested him to name his son. Hazrat Qibla named him as Ram Sahaye.

One of the Khalifas of Hazrat Qibla named Syed Hussain Shah had travelled far and wide. Once when was travelling to Rome he found himself lost in the desert surrounded by hills. It was very hot and he roamed around the desert without food and water. He was helpless and getting weak. At that moment he invoked the name of his pir Hazrat Qibla with a request to help him. Soon he saw Hazrat Qibla in the desert, and saw that he was annoyed on his having travelled alone. He asked him to close his eyes. When Syed Hussain Shah opened his eyes he was in the city of Rome, where people took him to their house and treated him with great hospitality.

Once Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) asked all his disciples to inform all “Niazis” to recite “Nade Ali” Sharif 41 times because a great calamity was going to occur in India. The persons who did so shall remain unaffected by the calamity. A little later the same thing happened and thousands of people died due to the plague.

One day a person brought a child who was half dead. Hazrat Qibla asked him to take the child to the doctor. But the person started crying that he had come to Khanqah with great hope and that only Hazrat Qibla could save his child. At last Hazrat Qibla asked him to bring the child to him. He put his hand on the body of the child and asked the child to get up. Then he desired the child to be taken to the tomb of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) and asked the people to rub the dust of the tomb on the child’s body. The child got well and walked away.

Rai Kundan Lal belonged to an aristocratic family of Bareilly. He was a great devotee of Hazrat Qibla and was his disciple. When he was going to Mathura to visit the holy temple he requested Hazrat Qibla to accompany him. When they reached Mathura Hazrat Qibla expressed his desire to visit the mandir as well. Muslims were not allowed entry inside the temple. So when Lalaji expressed his inability to take him inside the mandir Hazrat Qibla replied that Sri Krishna Ji to whom the Mandir belonged himself would call him. He accompanied Lalaji and went inside the temple where no one except the devout pujari was allowed. No one objected to his entry. There the pujaris paid great respect and offered hospitality. When he was face to face to the idol of Sri Krishna he complained that he had lot of sweets but no salty dish was served to him. As he walked away the Head Pujari came running and said that Sri Kirishna Ji had desired for puri kachori to be served. They never had faced such a situation before.

There was a respectable English man named Alfre Hersey. He was a soldier and a great hunter. Once after taking part in a shooting competition he came to Hazrat Qibla and told him that since he had missed the target he may fail in the competition. Hazrat Qibla told him not to worry and assured that he will get through with flying colours. The English man again mentioned that since he had missed the target in the Shooting Competition how could he get through. Hazrat Qibla said that God Almighty, was the most powerful and he could make an impossible thing possible. He further told that if he will get through inspite of his performance will he start believing in one God. The English man replied in affirmative. When the result of the competition was announced, the Englishman qualified with distinction and was awarded the gold medal for the excellent performance. He came to Hazrat Qibla and got converted to Islam and became his mureed.

Hazrat Sarkar Siraj-us-Salekeen (RA) his son once narrated that when the war with Czar of Russia was going on, once in the night Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) felt some burden on his chest and difficulty in respiration. When Sarkar Siraj-us-Salekeen asked the reason, he replied that since the war was going on between the Czar of Russia and King of Rome, Hazrat Ali (KW) got angry with the Czar of Russia and ordered him to sign a treaty with the king of Rome, failing which he could be murdered. Then the Czar of Russia signed a treaty with the King of Rome and withdrew his forces. Huzoor Tajul Aulia was accompanying Maula Ali (KW) on this occasion on return he was feeling exhausted. After eight days there was a news in the Press that a treaty had been signed between Czar of Russia and the King of Rome.

Moulvi Azizuddin Sahib was a disciple of Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA). When government issued a notification that only those who clear a judicial examination shall be appointed Munsif Magistrate, Azizuddin Sahib sought Huzoor’s permission to appear for the examination. Huzoor not only gave the permission but also assured him that he shall get through the examination and shall be appointed as the Munsif Magistrate. People were wondering us to how Azizuddin Sahib who had not read the prescribed books will get through the examination. A little later when the result of the examination was out as predicted by Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA), Azizuddin Sahib got through and was appointed as a Munsif Magistrate.

Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) has narrated how one of the disciples of Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) went to Mecca to perform the Haj and how while on return travel he lost all his money and belongings. Worried he started the journey to Jeddah on foot. He was hungry and thirsty. While he was walking he heard somebody calling him by name. As he stopped he saw his Pir Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) who came to help him. Huzoor Tajul Aulia told him to take some rest and assured him that there shall be no problem. He went to sleep and then was awakened by a person asking him as to when had he returned from Haj? On his saying that he was still in Madina, the person clarified that he was in Piliphit and not in Madina, The concerned disciple did not disclose to anyone as to how he had reached there but went straight to Bareilly Sharief to pay respects to his Peer Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA). As he wanted to narrate, Huzoor advised him not to disclose anything.

One of his disciple and Khalifa Mohd Gul Sahib narrated that his father was present when Huzoor Tajul Aulia was having a meeting with a foreigner who had come to pay his respects. He gave Huzoor an envelope. Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) opened it and out of reverence touched his eyes to the inscription written in gold and kept it in a box. The person who had brought the envelope told that he had gone to Madina and prayed at the holy tomb of the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) to guide him to a suitable spiritual guide. When he left the tomb and came to the place where he was staying he met an Arab who advised him to go to India and meet a renowned personality of Bareilly Hazrat Shah Nizamuddin Hussain. He also gave an envelop to be handed over to Hazrat Sahib. So the person came straight from Medina Sharif to Barielly and became a disciple of Huzoor Qibla. The envelope apparently contained the desire of the Holy Prophet to accept the bearer as disciple.

An aristocrat of Akbarpur by the name of Roshan Ali Khan Niazi developed strained relations with an Englishman who used to live near his village. He troubled Roshan Ali a lot. The relations got so much strained that the Englishman complained to the District Collector and got an arrest warrant in the name of Roshan Ali issued. In great trouble Roshan Ali rushed to his Pir in Bareilly. Huzoor Tajul Aulia advised him to go straight to the Collector and lodge a complaint against the Englishman. When Roshan Ali went to the Collector he listened to the complaint sympathetically and withdrew the warrant. He gave a strict warning to the Englishman not to trouble Roshan Ali again.

There are numerous other such incidents compiled in a book ‘Karamat-e-Nizamia’ by Khalifa Moulvi Mohammad Faiq Sahib.

On 6th Jamdiussani 1302 Hijri, i.e., 23rd March 1865 the spiritual authority of Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) was transferred to his son Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA). The transmission of the authority is known as Sajjda Nashini. In the presence of all disciples and Khalifas Huzoor Tajul Aulia announced Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) to be his spiritual successor. He further announced that he has passed on all his scholastic and spiritual knowledge to his son. Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) was made to sit on Masnad. Huzoor Tajul Aulia took off his turban and placed it on the head of Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad. He then stood up and offered two rupees as nazar to Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) as per the tradition. He further informed that these two rupees are the same which his peer had offered to him at the time of Sajjada Nashini and Hazrat Maulana Fakhre Pak had given to Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA). Then other people also presented nazar and sweets were distributed among the audience.

Huzoor Tajul Aulia (RA) had started giving indication to his son that soon he may be leaving this world. As mentioned in “KARAMAT-E-NIZAMIA” a cloth merchant brought beautiful silk. Huzoor Tajul Aulia sent this to his wife Bibi Sahiba and asked her to pick some otherwise after sometime she may not be able to wear the same. Bibi Sahiba refused saying that she already had lot of Silk so there was no need for this. 

When he went to village Sirsa for hunting, he caught a single fish and made it clear that he will not hunt in future. Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) mentioned that two days before his leaving this world he used to recite these couplets and got engrossed in meditation.

“Mohe Madhuban mei Shayam Bulaye Gayo”

“Soti thi Mai to Apne Mandir Mein”

“Mohe Soti ko Aai Jagaye Gayo”

“Mohe Madhuban mei Shyam Bulaye Gayo”

This couplet describe the love expressed for the beloved. It says that Shayam has called me to his place. I had been sleeping in my temple, he came and woke me up. Shayam has called me to his place. 

A day before his visal he raised his both hands as if to shake the same with somebody. When Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) enquired as to with whom he wanted to shake hands, he told that all the holy saints of this order had come to enquire about his illness. That’s why he raised his hands to welcome them. Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) after a brief illness left on his heavenly abode on 9th November 1904.

Sirajus Salekeen Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad Sahib (RA)

Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA), son of Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) was born on 19th Rabiul Awwal 1276 (AH) – 1858 A. D. Syed Hussain Sahib who was the Khalifa of Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) was engrossed in deep meditation near the mazar of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA). He suddenly heard a voice coming from the Mazar saying that Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad was born. He opened his eyes and saw a flash of light coming from the Haveli. He thought that the sun had arisen. But when he came to senses he found it was the break of the dawn. After sometime it was known that a son is born to Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA). Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) was then brought to the Khanqah and was put infront of mazar of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA). He was given the same name which had come from the mazar of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA).

Education:

Hazrat Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen (RA) got his early education from various noble Khalifas who were well versed in their fields. At the time of Bismillah Ceremony Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA) kept his hand on the hand of Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) to indicate that he will be the future sajjada nashin who will carry his mantle. He learnt Qirat from Khalifa Moulvi Obaidullah Sahib Badakhshani and Mir Jamal Sahib. He excelled in all the faculties of Quran, Hadith Tafsir etc. under the guidance of Moulvi Ahmad Yar Khan and Moulvi Hidayat Ali. After completing his formal education he became the disciple of his father Hazrat Nizamuddin Hussain (RA). He was taught all the routines and was made to sit in the company of various noble khalifas. Whenever something important was discussed, he was called to be present. He studied various important volumes of FUTUHAT YAKA, FUSOOSUL HUKM, JOURNALS OF IMAM GHAZALI, FUTUHUL GHAIB, SHAMSHUL AIN, MAATHUL HAQIQAT, under the guidance of Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA). When he excelled in all forms of education he was married to a noble Syed family at the age of seventeen. A daughter was born to him after which his wife died. He never remarried and loved his daughter a lot. She too was a very noble and pious lady who spent a lot of her time in prayers and meditation.

Many of his well wishers requested him to marry again but he refused saying that he has fulfilled the orders of sunnat. He also told that he had been informed that a boy born to his daughter will carry the mantle of Sajjada Nashin. And so it did happen to which we shall refer later. When he excelled in all the faculties of knowledge and practices which are considered essential for a Sajjada Nashin, Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) in the midst of various khalifas declared him as his Sajjada Nashin. He was made to sit on the masnad. He took his turban and placed it on Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) and presented two rupees as NAZR and told further that these two rupees are the same which were given to him at the time of his sajjada nashini. These two rupees are same which Maulana Fakhre Pak (RA) had given to Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) when he was made Sajjada Nashin. Then he declared that all his disciples and khalifas should think to be as disciples of Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) from now onwards. Sweets were distributed to the audience.

Personality:
Hazrat Sirajus Salikeen (RA) was well built and had a graceful personality. He had beautiful eyes with slight red streak and was very fair complexioned. He also sported a beard and a moustache. He was soft spoken and spoke slowly in a manner that all sitting close or far to him listened easily.

He never slept and used to pray till the break of dawn. So in the morning whenever he used to come to Khanqah his eyes were drowsy. He prayed for forty years. Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) was well known among the distinguished Mashaikhs of the world, renowned in the field of piety and endowed with great qualities by Allah. Sarkar Sirajus Salikeen’s (RA) heart was full of human sympathies. The classless atmosphere of Khanqah attracted despised sections of the society to their fold. So people of all class and creed used to come to him for their problems. Here the people found an entirely different social order. All discriminations and distinctions were meaningless in the Khanqah.

He was generous to the limitless extent. During the marriage ceremony of Hazrat Mahboob Mian Sahib, his grandson, some disciples gifted a gold bar. Some person who was present there asked for it and Hazrat gave it to him.

He used to eat whatever food was placed before him. The same food used to be served to the other people present in the Khanqah. There was no distinction between rich and poor in his assemblies. Everybody got the same treatment.

It was his daily routine to remain in the Khanqah till 12 pm. After midnight he used to go to the Haveli for a brief nap. He perform Tahajjud prayers and got himself engrossed in deep meditation till the break of the dawn. After morning prayers he used to perform Fateha of Imam Hussain (AS) on fresh water drawn from the well and also watered the green plants. When he came to Khanqah he used to bow and kiss the Mazar of Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) and used to pray at the mazar of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA)’s. Then he sat on Masnad and used to converse very sweetly with those present in the Khanqah. He listened to the woes of all those present. He returned to the haveli thereafter for a short while and was back in Khanqah after the zohar prayers. Sometimes he performed Maghrib prayers in the Khanqah and sometime in haveli. He did not like to lead the prayers generally and one of his disciples acted as Imam in prayers. Whenever he led the prayers he recited small surahs and often completed the prayers quickly. After Maghrib prayers he used to have very little meal of whatever food was cooked in the Khanqah kitchen. Sometimes he only took dry bread soaked in water.

He was well versed in Persian, Arabic, Turkish and Punjabi. He mastered calligraphy, shooting and riding. He had a great literary taste. He never posed as a great saint and used to quote the saying of Hazrat Ali (KW) “Live the way like a good man in the eyes of Allah and non-entity in your own eyes and a common man in the eyes of the people”. He never liked publicity and preached the same to his disciples. Everybody was free to attend his assemblies and was free to converse and clear his/her doubts. He spent most of his time in prayers and his day was mainly devoted to the service of humanity. People from all walks of life came to him with their worldly and spiritual problems. Whenever anybody had some doubt he used to know by just throwing a glance at that person. He used to tell whatever was going on in that person’s heart. He was a true follower of Islam and walked in the footsteps of the Prophet. He was against name and fame and lived a life of solitude. He was always simply dressed and used to wear a long cotton kurta and pyjama. He sported a Zari Meerut Cap as per the tradition of the Chistiya Order. He was very fond of perfume. Everybody had immense respect in their hearts for him. He was very generous and kind hearted. Even if somebody troubled him he never uttered a bad word against him. He never had any charm for money and wealth. He accepted NAZAR only from his disciples. There was no compulsion. Many landlords were ready to gift their land and money but he disapproved. He ordered that it was not permitted for a Derviesh to accept grants, stipend or favour. Whatever came to the Khanqah was handed over to one of the Khalifas who managed the Khanqah kitchen.

Sarkar Siraj-us-Salikeen (RA) used to sit in Sama (Qawwali) after doing abolution and always asked his disciples to do the same. Khalifa Qutubuddin Sahib has narrated that once he was sitting with his brother in the Khanqah. As the Sama started he got up from the bed and went straight to the Khanqah and sat in a corner. When Sarkar Sirajus Salikeen (RA) saw he was called close to him and advised not attend the ‘SAMA’ ceremony without doing abolution.

Whoever sat in the company of Hazrat Qibla was rewarded. Hazrat Qibla had special love and respect for Hazrat Ali (KW) and AHLE BAIT. He also advised his disciples to develop special love and respect for “AHLE BAIT”. He paid great respect to Syeds and always helped them with whatever they needed. 
Some of the family prayers of Sarkar Sirajus Salikeen required solitude, so he used to go to the forests. Since he was against any show he used to say that he is going to the forest for hunting.

He never went to the officials or those in power in accordance with the tradition of Chistiya order. The officials and those in power themselves came and paid respects by kissing Sarkar’s hands and feet. He used to say that the best act is to feed the poor, to serve them and treat them with love and affection.

Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen had highest regard for Sharia Mohammadia and emphasized upon his followers to adhere to it. In his various discourses in Khanqah, he repeatedly highlighted the importance of Kalma (a pre-requisite for being a Muslim) and said that a person should always remember God – the Almighty. A person in search of God should be broken hearted since a broken heart is a place where one can look for God. He recalled how Hazrat Moosa (AS) predecessor of our Prophet had once asked the God where to locate him and the answer had come that he could be found in broken hearts. Sarkar always advised everyone to submit to the will of God as whatever comfort or sorrow that came in life was only from his side and one should always be happy and thankful in whatever condition, God may keep him. Once when a disciple requested Sarkar to pray for improvement in his economic condition, Sarkar consoled him by saying that he had enough food to eat, clothes to wear, a house to live in and a family to love. God has taken upon himself the responsibility to feed each living being. What more did he want. He should thank God and ask only Him to fulfill his requirements. Sarkar emphasized that a person should always do good to others and not make a show of the same. As a matter of fact one should forget after doing good to someone.
One of the disciples who used to pray a lot felt proud of the same. Sarkar knew what was in his heart and so once he told him in particular without making others know whom he was addressing that we cannot reach the Almighty only by praying and thinking others as inferiors. To offer prayers and treat others as inferiors was the greatest mistake. He further cited the example of saints who strived and prayed and yet thought themselves to be inferior. The pride destroys all progress. A person should concentrate on curbing the ego (Nafs) first and then pray. He further mentioned that a day shall come when the Almighty will ask his creations that he used to remember them a lot but they in turn had forgotten him.

Sarkar quoted Quran to emphasize that saints or friends of God do not die – they only shift the place from visible to invisible. The outwardly death only empowers them. As the doctors cure the physical illness, the saints purify the spirit (Rooh). They provide a solution for spiritual ills or doubts. It is therefore, necessary for everyone to keep in touch with spiritual persons. Sarkar put great emphasis on love and unity among his disciples and for them to pray in the night. On the need for a Pir (Spiritual Guide) he observed that a Pir leads the disciples along the road of purification and when the soul is purified, the mirror of the heart is polished there is reflection in it of the splendour of divine glory. As a spiritual guide, nothing is hidden from Pir and he is aware of all doings of his disciples. Pir constantly guides him and mureeds (disciples) should submit themselves to him.

As has already been mentioned Sarkar gave great importance to ‘sama’ (Qawwali) as a method in remembrance of God. He made it known that a person who had no taste for sama, kept his heart devoid of love of God. Once in a gathering of learned people and saints, when people insisted he delivered a very powerful speech justifying use of musical instruments in ‘sama’. He argued that in the battle field sometimes beating of drums is used to boost up the morale of the fighters. What was wrong in that case if some musical instruments were used to seek concentration in God in life’s struggle. The speech was appreciated a great deal and one of the very senior person present – Maulana Abdul Bari Frangi Mahali compared his speech to Hazrat Maulana Fakhr-e-Pak’s (RA) discourses to the audience. 

Hazrat Maikash Akberabadi (RA) one of the noted caliphs of Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) has thus recorded his own impressions:

When I went to Khanqah in the beginning, I had been a student of Hadith, Tafseer and logic and, had the training from those who were opposed to Sufism. I, therefore, observed with a critical eye every word and action of Sarkar but I always felt in his company as if I was in the company of renowned of companions of Holy Prophet (PBUH) Sahabis, and I had no regrets in not being present at that time.

At another place he writes:

Sarkar’s behaviour and conduct had certain special features and the most prominent were his generosity, simplicity and his love for Ahle Bait. Taking advantage of his generous nature once people in Khanqah requested for certain protected relics. Those present saw that he was not annoyed at this demand and only felt sorry that since these were not his personal belongings but were part of Khanqah’s heritage, he was not in a position to accept their request. An example of extreme simplicity was noted when once he sat on the ground on railway platform while waiting for arrival of some train. The Station Master who was European saw this site and himself took a chair outside to offer him to sit. And his love for Ahle Bait was reflected in his entire personality.

Hazrat Nizamudddin Aulia (RA) has somewhere observed that KASHF- things revealed to a sufi saint and KARAMAT – miracles, were obstacles in righteous path because out of hundred stages in the journey towards sufism Karamat was only seventeenth. Any one who gets lost in this fails to attain the remaining eighty three. The Niazia saints, too, made every effort to conceal their miracles and most of what could be called miracles were meant to help persons – God’s creation in distress. 

Sarkar’s one glance was enough to change the mind of those present. Sarkar’s miraculous powers only helped all those who came to him in distress. And yet various miracles, directly or indirectly, were noticed during his life time. Only a few of these are being cited here.  

One of his Khalifas was confined to bed and was seriously ill. He was not able to digest anything. The doctors had given up hope of his survival. He became unconscious and saw Sarkar in dream who told him that he shall not die with this disease and advised him to eat egg. His son, who was a doctor himself, was opposed to it and thought it too risky for his life. But he did take egg and gradually regained strength and recovered fully.
Waliuddin son of Khalifa Qutbuddin Sahib was seriously ill when Urs sharief was scheduled. He was in a dilemma on what to do. Anyway he set out to participate in the Urs leaving his son behind. After reaching Barielly Sharief he informed Sarkar about his son’s serious illness. Sarkar kept quiet. After Urs Sarkar was to go to Ajmer Sharief. Qutbuddin Sahib felt happy that he shall also be privileged to accompany Sarkar on his Ajmer visit. Meanwhile he got a telegram about deterioration in his son’s condition and was asked to reach immediately. He placed the telegram before Sarkar. Sarkar told him not to worry but asked him to go to his house as the ladies were getting upset. Qutbuddin Sahib felt sorry on not being able to accompany Sarkar on his Ajmer visit. He came back to his house and found his son well and recovering. On 6th of Rajab he had a dream and saw that he was paying visit to Khwaja Sahib Dargah alongwith Sarkar and felt satisfied.
Once at 2 am (in the night) some people brought a person bitten by snake on a cot. The person was almost dead. Sarkar was informed of the person’s condition. He came out and saw the person and asked why a dead person had been brought in. The father of the person wept bitterly and said that he will also commit suicide if his son did not get well. Sarkar was very kind and asked the person not to worry and consoled him. He watched the dead person for sometime. After five minutes the person who was almost dead started moving. Sarkar smiled and went inside the haveli and asked the disciples to recite something so that he may get well soon. And the person did get well and went back to his home on foot. 

Once a Hindu lady came with a child in her lap. She put the child on his feet and was constantly weeping saying “Mian Sb, I have heard your name that whosoever comes to you gets well. My son is critically ill and has lost pulse. Sarkar told her to go to the doctor and said if she wants he will give a ‘TAVEEZ’ for her son. But she insisted that she will not leave the place until his son got well. She also recalled that his father had also treated one of her neighbours son, whose pulse also had gone down. She said “you are his son, do something so that my son gets well”. Sarkar’s eyes got red and he started watching the motionless child and soon the child started moving. Sarkar told her to take the child to the Mazar and rub its dust on the child. The lady acted accordingly and the child started crying and took milk. After three days the lady came with some sweets and after ‘FATEHA’ distributed amongst the persons present there. She further disclosed that the child had died and her relatives were taking him for burial. I had faith in Sarkar and so had brought him to the Khanqah.

Khalifa Qutbuddin’s Sahib wife who was seriously ill had an extreme desire to be a disciple of Sarkar. She was on death bed, when she told Qutbuddin Sahib to write a letter to Sarkar and express her desire to become his disciple. It was known that a person could not become a disciple by simply writing a letter. When she went to sleep she had a dream that she had gone to Bareilly Sharief and on her request Sarkar took her in NIAZIA fold. She described Sarkar’s personality – how he was dressed. She recited the verses which Sarkar had made her to recite at the time of accepting her as mureed. She further informed that after taking her into Niazia fold he had advised her to leave for Ghazipur, her home town. As she woke up she started feeling better but after sometime she breathed her last. 

Sheikh Rahmatullah Sahib Ghazipuri has narrated that when he was SP of Barabanki he beat up a person on the complaint of one his close friends. The moment he was thrashed he uttered Illallah. Subsequently he felt sorry and set him free. Later at the call of his conscience he decided to call the person and apologize in private. The person whom he had beaten did not come but his father came instead. He apologized to him for his act. After sometime when he was dealing with some case he was suspended. At that time he was not mureed of any saint. His wife was the disciple of Mohammad Fazal Kareem Sahib (RA) who was Khalifa of Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) and so he also got keen to get into the Niazia fold. Sarkar was aware of the doubts in his heart. Sarkar could understand whatever was going on within his heart and so he was advised to wait. As his doubts got clarified and with renewed strengthening of faith he became a disciple. Then he told that he had been suspended without any reason and requested Sarkar to pray for promotion. Sarkar told him that he had not been suspended without any reason, as he had beaten up an innocent person and his curse was the reason for his suspension. He had not been dismissed from the job because of subsequent apology. He sought forgiveness and was then reinstated with promotion.
Syed Mahboob Ali Sahib Barelvi has narrated that his daughter was suffering with severe pain in stomach for the last three years. She was taken to many doctors but to no avail. He mentioned this to Sarkar. Sarkar went to his house on his request and asked the girl as to what she had dreamt last night. The girl had forgotten it completely. Then she recalled that she had seen Hazrat Maula Ali (AS) but what he had said she did not remember. Sarkar told her that she may again see him to night and then, ask him as to what type of ailment was this and what was its treatment? The same night the girl had a dream again and asked what was this disease and what was its remedy? Maula Ali (AS) replied that she had a tumour in her stomach and that her Pir could cure this. Next day Sarkar again visited the girl and when she informed him about the dream, Sarkar told that he was not capable of it and Maula Ali (AS) alone could do it. She again had the privilege to see Maula Ali (AS) and told whatever Sarkar had said. Then Maula Ali informed that her Pir had the capacity to break a mountain. On the third day when Sarkar came she narrated the dream. Meanwhile the tumour automatically got burst and after some time the girl got well. 

Dr I. Das was a renowned Surgeon. He had roaring practice in Calcutta. During the month of Ramadhan he had an intense desire to reach Barielly Sharief and touch Sarkar’s feet. That could not be possible and hence he sent ‘NAZAR’ EID. Same night Sarkar came in his dream and informed him about receipt of ‘NAZAR’ and told him that he himself would be coming to Calcutta. Next day when he was attending the patients, he suddenly saw Sarkar arriving in his clinic. He stood up and paid his respects. Sarkar stayed for sometime, talked to him and went away. As per his version, he could not believe himself whether this was day dreaming. After sometime, he went to Bareilly Sharief to pay his respect. Sarkar had donned the same dress which he was wearing when he had come to Calcutta. He learnt there that he had in fact never gone Calcutta around that time. 

Visal:
During the last few years Sarkar had started giving clues that he may be leaving the world soon. He had made it a routine to take tea along with the disciples in the Khanqah. A day before his departure from this world he called his son Hazrat Aziz Mian Sahib (RA) who remained with him till four in the morning. 

Sarkar told Hazrat Aziz Mian Sahib that whatever he had he has passed it on to him. Time had come to go to God. He advised his son not to tell this to his daughter. He further told: “I will be present in you”.

Always love the poor and the heart broken, help the disciples, think yourself to be a servant of ‘SADAAT’ and ‘AHLE BAIT’. Then he went to ‘Seetal’ by car at the Durgah of Hazrat Chirag Ali Shah Sahib.

He participated in the ‘SAMA’, removed all his worldy belongings (knife, artificial teeth, etc) and gave it to the attendant and told him to give the same to Hazrat Aziz Mian Sahib. When the SAMA was in full swing he called the QAWWAL to recite the following couplet:

‘BASHAD IMANE MUSULMA MUSHAFE RUE ALI’

‘SAJDA GAHE MAST MEHRABE DO ABRUE ALI’

When the ‘Qawwal’ started singing the couplet, Sarkar was in the state of ‘WAJD’. He looked at the sky and turned his face towards the Qibla and went into Sajda. When ‘SAJDA’ got prolonged people became anxious and helped him. The pulse had already gone but he walked upto the cot and lied down. Since he was a great admirer of Hazrat Maula Ali he offered his life to the Almighty remembering Maula Ali on 26-27th Rabiul Avval 1343 Hijri. (1924-AD)

Imamus Salekeen Hazrat Shah Mohammed Taqi- Aziz Mian Sahib (RA)

As already mentioned in the preceding pages Hazrat Shah Mohiuddin Ahmad (RA) had only a daughter. His wife passed away at a very young age. Sarkar did not marry after that. He had a premonition that only a daughter will be born to him and the lineage would be carried through his daughter’s son. Sarkar’s daughter was a pious lady herself adorned with all the qualities of perfection. She was married into a respectable family of Bachraon. Sarkar loved his daughter very much. He got a haveli constructed adjacent to his place of stay where she lived throughout her life 

When she did not bear a child after four years of marriage, in laws became anxious and requested Sarkar to be kind to them and bless them with a child. Sarkar paused for a while and then said that the girl and her husband should lawfully agree to give their first child to Hazrat Mohiuddin Ahmad and he will be the future Sajjada Nashin. When Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen’s daughter and son-in-law agreed to this, a year later a son was born on 20th December 1899 (16/17th Rabiulawwal, 1317 A.H).

Hazrat Tajul Aulia had desired that when the baby was born his face should be covered by a cloth and he should be the first person to see him. Hence, the new born baby was first of all placed in Huzoor Tajul Aulia’s lap. The new born opened his eyes. Sarkar had a privileged gaze at the child. The child got unconscious but Sarkar told that he was alright and the mantle of Niazia message will be carried forward by him. His birth was celebrated with great pomp and grandeur and he was named as – Mohammad Taqi alias Aziz Mian (RA).

Education:

Hazrat Aziz Mian Sahib as an infant was mostly in the company of Hazrat Tajul Aulia and Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA). When he was only 2½ year old Hazrat Tajul Aulia taught him ‘SHAGHAL’. So he was brought up in such a pious environment. He got trained by various Khalifas. The prominent among them were – Moulvi Ismail Sahib Punjabi, Moulvi Bashir Ahmad Sahib Barelvi, Moulvi Ibne Ali Sahib Barelvi, Moulvi Mohd Faiq Sahib Fatehpuri, Syed Fakhruddin Sahib, Yusuf Hussain Sahib Lakhnavi, Maulana Syed Ameer Hussain Sahib, Mohiuddin Dehlvi Sahib.

In Niazia order a person adorns the seat of excellence or becomes Sajjada Nashin when he excels in all spheres of spiritual and worldly faculties. Since childhood Sarkar Imamus Salekeen was imparted training and education in all the faculties which are requisite for a person to be a Sajjada Nashin.

Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) had brought up Sarkar Imamus Salekeen with all care and full attention. They were very much emotionally attached to each other. At a time when Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) was not keeping well and was thinking in terms of departure from this world, he once asked Imamus Salekeen to bring Shamsul Aain Sharief (a book written by Huzoor Qibla Niaz-be-Niaz (RA)) so that he could finally finish the teaching of that book. Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) deliberately avoided bringing the book at that time and said that he could not think in terms of leaving this world unless teaching of all the lessons was completed. Subsequently, however, Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) did complete his teaching and training assignments in a manner that Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) could not even understand that the time had come for his departure.

On 6th Jamadiussani 1342 at the time of Urs of Huzoor Qibla Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen addressed a huge gathering of Khalifas and bestowed the seat of excellence (Sajjada Nashini) on Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA). He spoke very high of him and asked his disciples to obey him. He, however, formally sat on the ‘masnad’ after the departure of Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen (RA) in 1924 and adorned the mantle for nearly forty four years. This period was marked by notable expansion not only in spiritual sphere but also in terms of construction activities in Khanqah premises. For nearly twenty five years the labour involved in construction activities worked almost as employees. The marble domes, addition in sama khana (space where Qawwali gathering used to sit) the Khanqah kitchen and the Guest House for outstation disciples were the major construction activities undertaken in Khanqah premises.

Several hundred new disciples were enrolled in Indian sub-continent, Nepal and Afghanistan. In addition to that he had disciples in England, France, Australia and USA. Prominent among his disciples were Hazrat Pir Ibrahim Sahib (RA) of Baghdad and Syed Inayat Hussain Ain Khan Sahib, then Dewan (Chief) of Ajmer Sharief – belonging to the two most important centers in spiritualism.

Sarkar Imamus Salekeen strictly adhered to speak less, eat lesser and sleep least. He rarely spent anything on his person and all ‘nazar’ received in cash and kind was deposited in Khanqah account. He was so generous and kind that no one was allowed to leave unattended. It was observed that many a times when nazar money order was received, he would add the money order fee from his side and send the amount to some needy person. He also used to bear the marriage expenses of poor girls, and all that he did so quietly that this did not get into the knowledge of even his sons. He was hospitable to the guests and loved to feed the poor. When he was twelve year old, he had stopped taking dinner and avoided sleep. In lunch also he took very little diet.

He was endowed with so much supernatural energy that despite very light diet, he used to bend the silver coin with his thumb. He sometimes used to detach the two horns of hunted deer with his hands in a manner that one horn remained in one hand and the second one in the other in a single stroke. He had obtained special training in martial art and sword fighting. In order to encourage his sons and disciples, he demonstrated this occasionally. People were given wooden sticks in their hands and were asked to display various forms of martial art of attack and defence. Once, when such an exercise was going on Sarkar observed that a Pathan disciple was not performing with proper strength. On encouragement from Sarkar’s side, he attacked with full force. Sarkar defended himself in a manner that the attacker fell down flat. Sarkar smiled and said that if right form of art is applied then physical strength does not work.

He was fond of hunting and rarely missed his target. He used to shoot the flying birds and running animals while himself travelling in a speeding car. As an expert in fish hunting, he could predict the type of the fish inside the water and tell about its weight just by seeing the level of the water.

He was an expert in sword fighting. A big fish weighing twelve kilogram was hung by a rope and with single stroke of sword he cut it into two equal pieces. Once a silken scarf was got thrown from the roof top and he targetted it in a manner that the scarf got cut into two pieces.

A twelve inch paper piping was put on the floor and he with great expertise cut the upper part of the piping in a manner that the lower part remained intact and undisturbed. He was also a very good horse rider and could easily control the naughty horses.

Calligraphy:

He was an excellent calligrapher – an art which he inherited from his ancestors. He had disciples throughout India and Munshi Ram Chander of Jaipur earned a name in calligraphy by his training and blessings. Various forms of calligraphic material is still available in Khanqah and speaks a lot about his artistic excellence.

Music:

He had a great ear for music. He specially trained Khanqah’s musician-qawwal, Mubarak Hussain with self composed tunes and made him practice in his presence. He composed a special ‘Qaul’ and also set its tune. This is presented on the final day of Urs just before Amir Khusro’s (RA) famous ‘Aaj Rang Hai’. Various famous musicians throughout the country were his disciples. Prominent among them included Ahmad Jan Thirakwa, Padma Bhushan Mushtaq Hussain Khan, Pt. Birju Maharaj, Lachchu Maharaj, Pt. Shambhu Maharaj, Pt. VG Jog, Uma Sharma, Ustad Nasir Hussain, Ustad Zaheer Uddin Dagar and Maharani Kapoorthala – Naina Devi. These musicians used to display their art and whenever they faltered a glance of Sarkar made them alert and make necessary amends.

Medicine:

Sarkar Qibla excelled in the field of medicine which he had learnt from Hazrat Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen (RA) and Hakim Aziz Ahmad Sahib Fatehpuri and Hakim Mohammad Ahmad Khan Sahib of Delhi. These Hakims were renowned physicians of their time. Sarkar had in store a number of medicines for free of cost distribution among the poor and the needy.

Khanqah Niazia is quite famous for the cure of snake bitten people. It has been observed that no person brought alive has ever died. Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) had studied deeply about the various forms of snakes and the intensity of their poison. A special system of cure is there. Some lines are recited in the ear in order to make the person conscious. If a person does not get consciousness, he gets consciousness just by taking the name of Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA). All sorts of snake bites were treated and Sarkar Qibla had an expertise in treating diseases like neuro disorders, carbuncle, paralysis and intestinal tuberculosis.

Scholar, Orator and Poet:

Hazrat Qibla was a scholar par excellence. He wrote nearly 37 books, the main being – Raz-e-Takhleeq, Raz-e-Mohabbat, Tarana-e-Chisht, Risala-e-Ainul Wajud.

He addressed on various aspects of Wehdatul Wujood. At the same time he was a great poet who wrote in Urdu, Persian and Hindi and had full command on these languages. His collection of poems “Raz-e-Haqiqat” and “Raz-e-Niaz” are excellent examples of Urdu poetry. It is an extract of Tasawwuf (Sufism). His poems include Hamd (in praise of the Almighty), Naat (in praise of the Holy Prophet), Manqibat (in praise of Ahle Bait and Sufi Saints), Qasida, Marsia, Nazms, Khams and Ghazals. Sarkar Qibla’s poems have become very famous and are recited/sung in various Khanqahs and Durgahs across the country – just for example:

PARDA-E-SHAUQ HAI YEHI SURAT-E-RAZ HAI YEHI

TUM HO NAZAR KE SAMNE MERI NAMAZ HAI YEHI

His love and regard for his Pir, Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) was unmitigated and is reflected in all his poems. To cite only one example:

SHEH MOHIUDDIN AHMAD BADBANE BAHARE DEEN

RAZ MISKEENE TURA HAJAT RAWAI DEEGAR AST
It may not be out of place here to cite an example of his love and regard for his pir.

His wife, Bibi Sahiba, was seriously ill and the Urs of his Pir, Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) got in progress. The whole Khanqah was full of disciples. Sarkar, as usual, was busy and everything was being done as per routine. Nobody was aware of happenings inside the Haveli. In the meantime, his wife breathed her last. Sarkar strictly asked his sons and others not to disturb the schedule and let anyone know about it till Urs ceremonies were over. The whole family was grief stricken but only, when all people had finished meals (Langar) and Urs was over, people were informed about Bibi Sahiba having left on her heavenly abode and burial took place after namaz-e-janaza.

Sarkar Qibla’s love and admiration for his pir was to such an extent that just the mention of the name of Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) brought a special glow and effect on his face. Each and everything, however, small that belonged to his Pir was dear to him. Once one of his brothers took out a knife and at the        first sight he could say that it belonged to ‘Abba’ (Sarkar). Of course, he allowed it to be retained by his younger brother.

Sarkar had great respect for Hazrat Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (RA). He used to visit his shrine twice a year. He was always present in the Urs ceremony of Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti (RA) during the month of Rajab and the Urs ceremony of Hazrat Khwaja Usman Harooni (RA) in the month of Shawwal and his favourite couplet on the occasion is cited here as an example of his poetry and his extreme regard for the great saint. 

‘SAKHI DATA BHIKARAN AAGAI HAI

PHATI JHOLI BAIRAGAN AAGAI HAl

SHARAM AEGI DASI HOON TUMHARI

SHARAM RAKH LO KE ANGAN AAGAI HAl

BADA HAl RAZ KE DATA KA DWARA

UTARA VA KA MANGAN AAGAI HAl’

(Oh generous giver, the beggar has come with a torn bag. I am your slave and I have come to your door. The door of Raz’s giver is great, and I have come to beg for your sadqa).

In Hindi, he composed poems on Holi and Basant, two major festivals observed in India and in continuation of lines quoted above, he thus addresses Hazrat Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (RA):

KHAWJA JI THARI ANKHIYAN SE BARSE GULAL

SIGRI CHISHT NAGAR KE HO LAL

RAZ KI BIPTA SUNLO KHAWJA

TUM HO KIS KI AAL; KHAWJA JI –

And his personification with his Pir is reflected in these few lines on Basant Panchami.

MORE MUKH MALDEENO RANG BASANTI

KAHE SIRAJ PIA YEH KIYA KEENO

KARDEENO MORA RANG BASANTI

SARSON PHOOLI MORI AANKHAN MEI

CHOKHA LAGAT MOHE DHANG BASANTI

RAZ KE TERE AAO PARBHU

PEHNOON CHOLA TUM SANG BASANTI

Sarkar Qibla was a great orator also. Jalsa-e-Seerat-un-Nabi is a regular feature in Khanqah-i-Niazia. Occasionally Sarkar himself went to the podium and spoke very forcefully on any aspect of Seerat-un-Nabi. When he was addressing the audience his face reflected his emotional/spiritual involvement and his talk had a great impact on all those present.

In other gatherings also Sarkar on special invitation delivered religious discourses which were very different from what others generally spoke. He dealt with general problems of human being and established its relationship to the God. In an address to a gathering comprising people of all faiths, held in Bombay he once emphasized that one should always remember the creator and convince oneself that he is present in everyone and everywhere. Religion, he emphasized, meant adherence to a set of principles. There could be difference in methods but not in basic principles which were common to all religions. No one among his creations should be ridiculed and even if the apparently looking worst possible person suggests something good, one should accept it on face value and follow it.

Once on the occasion of Urs of Hazrat Gharib Nawaz (RA) he presided over one of the sessions of All India Sufi Conference held at Ajmer on 6-7 February 1957. He talked in detail about ‘Tasawwuf’ and the Sufi mission in the light of Quran and Hadith and emphasized that for the service of the humanity, Hazrat Khwaja Gharib Nawaz taught us to leave one’s own place, undergo all sorts of inconveniences and bear with opposition and he thus set an example for the rest of the people to follow.

Daily routine of Hazrat Qibla (RA):

Sarkar adhered to the same routine programme which was the tradition of his Pir. After the death of his wife he usually slept in Khanqah. When he was staying in the Khanqah he used to perform morning prayers there only. It was his routine to pay his tributes to Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA), then to Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) and then to Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) and finally he used to kiss the grave of his father Mehdi Mian Sahib (RA).

During the summers he used to sit in the front portion of Khanqah where a couple of chairs were placed. He used to meet people there, listen to their woes and problems of his disciples. At 10 in the morning he used to have food in the Haveli. And that was the only one meal he took during 24 hours.

At 11 in the morning he was again in the Khanqah. Many people from the city and from outside came to meet him. He heard their problems and did his best to help them. He used to offer his Zohar prayers sometimes in the Haveli and sometimes in the Khanqah. After Maghrib prayers he was engrossed in his routine meditations. He used to remain in the Khanqah till 2 am. His disciples were made to practice ZIKR (recitation of the names of god).

Sarkar Qibla was very fond of Sama. Whenever Qawwal Mubarak Hussain was present in the Khanqah, mehfil e SAMA was organized. When the poets were present, he used to listen to their poems and encourage them. After paying respects to the Mazars he used to leave for Haveli for Tahajjud prayers.

Lot of ‘Fatehas’ were organized in the Khanqah. The main purpose of these ‘fatehas’ was to feed the people in large numbers. Lot of food was cooked in the Khanqah kitchen and people from all over the city and other nearby places used to come and eat there.
Sarkar was always engrossed in prayers. With deep insight into human character, he assuaged the wounds of his visitors and strengthened their unshakable faith in God and moral values. He laid stress on service to humanity, love and universal brotherhood in true tradition of his predecessors. He worked for human welfare at large and never made any discrimination on the basis of caste, creed or religion. Large number of non-muslims were amongst his disciples.   

Sarkar Qibla was endowed with supernatural powers. With such powers, he could ameliorate the difficulties and problems of mankind. Only a few examples are being cited here. An Afghan Chieftain, Bahlol Khan who was residing in Mirji Ka Bagh, Jaipur was upset with his brother, Jang Bahadur Khan’s serious illness. Who had been diagnosed an enlarged heart. In those times such operations were done only in Germany. Since he could not bear expenses he was depressed. It was Sarkar Qibla’s routine to stay in Jaipur on return from Urs of Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (RA) in Ajmer. When Sarkar Qibla came the person suffering was brought on the cot in front of him. Bahlol Khan started crying. Sarkar enquired as to  what was the matter. He, then, told that his brother had been diagnosed with an enlarged heart and its cure was not possible here. Jung Bahadur Khan was confined to bed for a long time. Sarkar just touched his heart with his hand and told that the doctor’s diagnosis was wrong, he was alright. Then he asked the bedridden person to stand and walk. The person stood up and started walking slowly. Behlol Khan was amazed and was extremely happy. Then Sarkar prescribed certain medicines for the person’s satisfaction. The doctors were astonished as to how this person got well. Jung Bahadur remained alive for ten years after that. Everyone thought this to be a miracle but Sarkar who always underplayed miracles replied that it was only a case of psychosis.

Once, Sarkar Qibla was staying in the Seth Osman Chottani’s residence at Bombay. Various businessmen and a person named Pran Lal who had just completed studies after getting a degree in Chemistry from some University in USA were discussing that silver could never turn into gold chemically. Copper could wrap golden colour but it cannot become pure gold. Sarkar was busy in meditation. When one of the participants drew his attention towards the assertion that chemically the silver could not be transformed into gold, Sarkar asked for his betel case which was made of silver. There were two small spoons made of silver in this betel case. Sarkar took out one spoon, cut it with a scissor and gave the small portion of it to Pran Lal Ji. Then he asked his servant to bring his shoe and put the dust of it on the spoon. As Sarkar was inhaling ‘hookah’ at that time he therafter asked the servant to put the spoon in it and take it out after sometime. When the spoon was taken out and cleaned it had turned into gold. Sarkar gave it to Pran Lal Ji to test whether it was gold or not. Many people present there became his disciples. This part of spoon remained with Lalbhai Patel, who later became the Khalifa and propagated the message of peace and brotherhood in Germany and America.

A relation of Dr Badri Prasad who was bitten by a poisonous snake was taken to a hospital and given some injection but to no avail. Somebody advised him to take the person to Khanqah where any person with snake bite was cured. The mother of the concerned person insisted on taking him to the Khanqah. And hence the person was brought to the Khanqah accompanied by many doctors who were his relatives. Those persons came to Sarkar and said that they had lost all hope but had come because of his mother who was insisting. The disciples started the cure. Sarkar seated on a chair alongwith the doctors, occasionally enquired about the patient. Since the patient was not responding Sarkar went close to him and had a sharp gaze at the patient. The person started shivering. Sarkar said that now his work was over. And he may be given routine treatment. The person regained consciousness and started recognizing the people around him. The doctors and other relatives were astonished and fell on Sarkar’s feet.

Sarkar Qibla was very kind and affectionate to Janab Anwar-ur-Rahman Sahib (RA) his caliph in Jaipur and used to stay at his place on return from Ajmer after attending Urs of Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (RA). His son Amin-ur-Rahman Niazi who was posted as Deputy Tehsildar in a town in Rajasthan, suddenly lost eyesight sitting in his Office. He just washed his eyes with water but nothing happened. He got deeply worried and rushed to his house where all the family members were shocked to learn that he had lost his eyesight. Immediately he was taken to an eye specialist. After a detailed examination the doctor diagnosed that the eyes may not regain sight, unless a brain operation was done. He was taken to Khanqah in Barielly Sharief. Sarkar Qibla was seated in the room behind the Astana Sharief. As he approached him Sarkar said that Amin Mian used to attend the Urs ceremony alongwith his father but he stopped after he got into a job. Now he has come with this excuse that he has lost sight. Sarkar was smiling as he uttered this sentence. Then he called Amin-ur-Rahman near him, applied his saliva in both the eyes and told him to open his eyes. In the first application of saliva he could see the dim pictures of people around. In the second application he could feel light and in the third application everything was visible to him. Then Sarkar asked his servant to bring water from the well, recited something and instructed the patient to put it in his eyes daily.

Once during the Urs ceremony of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA), ‘Mehfil e Sama’ was in full swing. A famous qawwal named Abdur Rahman Kanchwala was singing. A curious thing about him was that he used to sing in a standing position. Whole of Khanqah was packed with people. Even the roof top was crowded with ladies.

The Qawwal was reciting the couplet…

“ACHCHA YEH MOHABBAT ME ASAR DEKH RAHA HOON”

“TUM HEE NAZAR AATE HO JIDHAR DEKH RAHA HOON”

(I am feeling effect of love and seeing you wherever I see)

Soon the sound of wailing of ladies came from the outside lane. When enquired it was known that a girl of six years had fallen from the roof. Sarkar too enquired and again got lost in the Sama. The Qawwali continued. The girl who had fallen from the roof did not get even a scratch and she stood on her own. Everybody was astonished as it was a real miracle.

Sarkar was staying in ‘AMEER MANZIL’ for treatment of his wife in Agra. Some chairs were lying in front of the gate. Sarkar used to sit in one of those chairs. Sagar who was posted as Ticket Collector in Railways was passing on a cycle through this lane. As he saw Sarkar Qibla, he got struck down and started staring at him. Sarkar also looked at him and smiled. He got down from the cycle and fell on Sarkar’s feet and sat on a chair near him. Then he expressed desire to be his disciple. Sarkar smiled and asked him to bring some sweets (batashaas) from the nearby shop. Sarkar took him to the room and made him his disciple. When one of those present asked as to what he had seen he first said that it was a secret known to him or the Almighty. Then he narrated that once he had gone to take the dip in holy Ganges. While he was taking bath he slipped and started drowning. Suddenly he saw a saintly person who came and rescued him and brought him to the shore. That saintly person was none other than Sarkar and once he saw him sitting, he could immediately recognize him. He brought pure ghee for Sarkar which Sarkar desired may be used at the time of Urs as per the practice that whatever was brought as a gift was kept for use at the time of Urs ceremonies. 

During the British period communal riots broke out in ANWLA a small town near Bareilly. Many people were arrested in aftermath. Manzoor Hussain Sahib who was a disciple of Sarkar was also arrested. When he was released on bail he came straight to see Sarkar. Sarkar was in Haveli at that time. When Sarkar was informed about Manzoor Hussain Sahib arrival he came out and told Manzoor Hussain, not to worry as Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen may never allow him to be punished. Manzoor Sahib got relieved. When the time came for judgment in this case everybody was sure that he will get severe punishment since he was involved in the riots. When Manzoor Sahib reached the Court he was quite relaxed. While the other persons were punished, he got absolved and set free.

Sarkar had a captivating personality. He was a true apostle of love and his heart was full of kindness and generosity. Whoever came in contact with him was impressed. Whenever he used to go by train, people of all castes and creed used to gather at the platform and touched his feet without knowing who he was. When Queen Elizabeth of England alongwith Duke of Edinburgh visited Jaipur in late 1959, they were taken to the place of stay from the airport in open vehicle. Sarkar Qibla was seated on a chair in a house enroute. As the Duke saw, he got the vehicle stopped and paid respects to him.

Many foreigners used to flock around him and some of them became his disciples. As Sarkar did not know English they were astonished to see Sarkar taking these foreigners inside and preach them in isolation. These people came out contented and satisfied after the meeting. They were much impressed by Sarkar’s character, hospitality, generosity and kindness.

Many of the non-muslims also were his disciples. In addition to Lal Bhai Patel and his brother Pran Lal from Bombay, Ram Kishan, VV Pai, advocate, DK Shah, Harmazjee, Ram Kishan Chandi Wale, a politician from Delhi Madan Mohan Chaturvedi were some of the other disciples. Pt. Achleshwar Nath Sharma popularly known as Achchlu, an Indian Army Officer has been an ardent follower of Sarkar Qibla. He became Sarkar Qibla’s mureed (disciple) in 1948. Similarly, Nawal Rai Kapoor a known figure of Bareilly feels proud on being a disciple of Sarkar Qibla for the last sixty three years.

The Last Phase:

For nearly two years preceding his departure from this world, Sarkar Qibla had stopped taking interest in material things. He avoided listening to unnecessary conversation and felt more comfortable in meditation. He showed interest only in three things, viz., to clarify doubt of a person lost in search of righteous path, offer treatment to the diseases of dejected ones and the poor lot, and pray for welfare of humanity in general. He expressed regret over people coming to him for only the worldly gains and none for help in remembering God.

The Urs of Hazrat Qibla Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) is held in the month preceding the Urs of Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (RA). The observers felt that Sarkar Qibla was offering special prayers in this Urs – the last one before his departure from this world.

As has already been mentioned elsewhere, he was a great admirer of Khwaja Sahib and went to Ajmer twice in Rajab and Shawwal to attend Urs ceremonies of Hazrat Khwaja Sahib and his Pir Hazrat Khwaja Usman Harooni (RA) respectively. He used to say that Khwaja Gharib Nawaz is very generous at the time of Urs of his Pir and one should always benefit by his generosity by attending the Urs of his Pir. As usual he made preparations to attend Shawwal Urs in 1968. Before that he went to Bachraon, his ancestral house and met every one there. Then he went to Agra to meet his daughter and also met Hazrat Maikash Akbarabadi (RA) caliph of his Pir. He devoted considerable time in prayers in isolation at the Durgah of Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (RA) and when he came out, he said – ‘I have got the permission to leave’. Those present thought that this permission was to leave Ajmer. Enroute to Bareilly Sharief, as per his usual practice, he stayed at Jaipur and on 15th Shawwal 1968, arranged lunch for Nawab of Tonk and other disciples. No one had any idea of what was in store since on the fateful evening he got busy in a session of Zikr and Shaghal which continued almost till midnight. A strange thing which people subsequently realized was that he looked at the watch twice during the period and then went inside saying that he was in a hurry. He was slowly humming:

BALAJABNA NAJARIA LAGERI

DHEEMI DHEEMI BASURIA BAJERI

He briefly talked to his younger son and daughter who were with him and then went for Tahajjud (midnight) prayers. He finally took a sip from a glass of water and retired to bed saying Khuda Hafiz. A sound HU was heard and it was then known that he had already left this world at 2.30 am on 16th Shawwal of 1968. It was a matter of minutes, difficult for people around to believe. The news was shocking and left all and sundary in gloom. Arrangements were made to transport him to Bareilly Sharief – a distance of more than 500 kilometers and when the carriage came to Khanqah Sharief, the scene there was beyond words to describe. Almost the entire town and people from other parts of the country were there to take part in the burial. He was laid to rest next to Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) late on 17th Shawwal. It may be pointed out here that Sarkar Qibla’s affection and devotion to his Pir was total and matched only to the love and affection of Hazrat Amir Khusro (RA) towards his Pir, Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia (RA). Hazrat Qibla got the same date on which Hazrat Amir Khusro (RA) had left for his heavenly abode. The annual Urs of both of them is held on the same dates every year.

Sultanul Asheqin Hazrat Shah Mohammed Hasan Sajjad Sahib (RA)

Popularly known as Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib he was born in 1923, to be precise on 21/22 Rabi-ul-Awwal (third month of Islamic Calender) 1342 A.H. When he was less than three months old Hazrat Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen (RA), on the occasion of first Urs of Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA) after his birth took him to the tomb of Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) and said that the person for whom he was waiting had come. He blessed him as future Sajjada Nashin of the Niazia cult. Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) was one year old when Sarkar Sirajus Salekeen (RA) departed from this world. He is said to have told Hazrat Aziz Mian Sahib (RA) not to think in terms of his departure from this world unless he had fully trained Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib in all the faculties. 

Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) was very sharp and bright in studies from the very beginning. His grasping power and memory were excellent. He was trained in all the faculties of religion, pre-requisite for a Sajjada Nashin. He received his early education from various religious scholars of that time. Prominent among them were: 

· Moulvi Ibne Ali Sahib (Bareillvi)

· Qazi Waheed uddin Sahib 

· Moulvi Mahmood Ali Sahib (Bareillvi)

· Moulvi Qutubuddin Sahib (Ghazipuri)

· Moulvi Hakeem Raza, Sahib Sahir Lakhnavi (FIQAH and Hadith)

· Hazrat Shah Mohammad Moosa Raza Sahib (Mathematics)

· Moulvi Fakhruddin Sahib 

· Hazrat Mehdi Mian Sahib (Martial Art)

· Maulana Syed Anwarur Rehman Sahib (Astronomy and Astrology)  

Apart from excelling in spiritual field he also excelled in all other faculties like martial art, sword fighting, calligraphy etc. 

He had specialized in the art of Marsia Khwani (recitation of elegy remembering Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) and was very forceful. He got emotionally surcharged and left a deep impact on the audience. Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) in his life time called him several times for the demonstration of this art. Once, when Nawab Rampur made a request on a visit to Khanqah in Bareilly, Sarkar Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) obliged by recitation. His actions and tone left every one wailing. He was a great admirer of the Ahle-bait in the tradition of his ancestors and could not listen to a word against them. His love and regard for Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS) was total to the extent that he breathed his last in Khanqah’s Imam Bara, a place where Janabe Imam is remembered during Moharram. And so he is addressed as Sultanul Asheqin –an emperor of those in love. He was a forceful orator and spoke to spell bound audiences with commitment. He had expertise over Fiqah, Hadith and matters relating to Tasawwuf. Complicated problems related to these subjects were solved in a very simple manner with great ease and left the questioner fully convinced.  His sharpness and ready wit were remarkable. Once, when in an interview the questioner asked him whether he was Bareillvi or Deobandi (two schools of thought among muslims) he at once said that he was just a muslim and nothing else. 

He was very articulate in Arabic and Persian and had a literary taste. He was very fond of Hafiz Sherazi-famous Persian poet. He remembered by heart a number of Mir Anis’s ‘Marsias’.

He acquired special excellence in the field of Tariqat. He went through a rigorous routine of compulsory prayers and also performed various chillas (prayers done for forty days in continuation at a place of solitude). He started taking part in various religious discussions at a very early age. When all the scholars were satisfied that he had become capable of donning the turban of excellence, at the time of Urs of Hazrat Niaz-be –Niaz  (RA) in 1357 AH (1938 AD) Hazrat Imamus-Salekeen (RA) called all caliphs and disciples to be present in Khanqah and made a powerful speech suggesting that even though he himself does not think his progeny capable of occupying the sacred seat adorned by Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen and Huzoor Qibla Hazrat Niaz-be-Niaz (RA), he felt helpless in view of advice to this effect from his ‘Pir’. He further clarified that he has completed from his side education and training of Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) to his full satisfaction and that he was going to nominate him as the next Sajjada Nashin and that from this time onwards, there shall not be any difference between him and Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA). Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) was made to sit on the Masnad and Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) offered him two rupees ‘nazar’ as per the tradition. All others present also then offered their ‘nazar’ and sweets were distributed.

Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) was married in a distinguished family of Agra in 1949 and had three sons and a daughter. In a joint family he treated sons and daughters of his brothers as his own. He was kind and generous towards his disciples and kind and respectful towards his relations. Even the people who were opposed to him, and this was in his knowledge, were still treated with respect. He was a true follower of Islam and of the tradition of the Holy Prophet (Pbuh). His heart was full of love and generosity towards the poor and the needy. Many facets of his life speak of his simplicity. He rarely cared for himself and dedicated his whole life for the welfare of anyone who came in contact with him. His doors were open to people of all religions and classes. No body went empty handed from his door. During the period of Ramadhan it was his routine to bring fruits and vegetables even for the neighbours. He was very fond of food cooked in large quantities and distributed it amongst the poor and needy. He was very generous. Once he bought a very precious ring and he showed it to the people present there. One person appreciated its beauty. Sarkar asked, “Do you like it”?, he said of  course. He took it off from his finger and gave it to that person. He was so kind and humble that even his enemies were compelled to appreciate him. He was very popular amongst the masses and he was very close to them. He always helped them. He had a great following in India and abroad. 

Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) was very particular about following the traditions of his ancestors particularly his ‘Pir’. Whenever he visited Agra, he would call upon persons staying in a locality named ‘mewa katra’ where Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) had visited and his disciples were still staying. When he visited Agra before his departure from this world, he went to enquire about the health of Hazrat Maikash Akberabadi Sahib (RA), caliph of Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) who was seriously ill around that time. What transpired between the two is not known but  Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) talked in a manner as if  this was the last meeting. In view of illness of Hazrat Maikash Sahib, people thought that this was indication of Maikash Sahib’s   departure from this world. Sarkar Qibla was quick to clarify that he shall be leaving first and Maikash Sahib was required to do some more work. And Maikash Sahib did survive for ten years after Sarkar.

Sarkar Qibla took equal care of Maikash Sahib’s brother who too was a disciple of Hazrat Sirajus Salekeen (RA) and was staying in Aligarh. Whenever Sarkar Qibla came to Aligarh, he did pay a visit to his house with a tiffin carrier filled with various delicacies. When the son of Janab Ahmad Ali Shah Jafri, staying at Aligarh was getting married and he had proceeded to Hyderabad for this purpose, Sarkar Qibla came and gifted rice for use on the occasion. 

From my personal experience, I still cherish his generousity and kindness. Since I belonged to Hyderabad, whenever I visited Bareilly Sharief he got special dishes cooked, especially Hyderabadi cuisine. I always felt as if I was in my parents home. 

In Bareilly Sharief I also found that many poor girls from down trodden families staying there were properly taken care of. They were properly fed, educated and got married. All the expenses of their marriage were borne by Sarkar Qibla. The same was the position with several men folk staying outside   in Khanqah.

Sarkar Qibla was very particular about visiting Durgahs in Delhi and Ajmer’s Sharief, Whenever he visited Khwaja Sahib’s shrine in Ajmer people used to throng around him in large numbers, many of them not knowing who he was.

He was in the habit of keeping his spiritual appearance in secret but occasionally his supernatural powers came to be highlighted. Once a lady brought a dead child to Khanqah and put the dead body on his feet. He got a little upset and asked her as to why she had brought a dead child. She started wailing and insisted that she would not leave Khanqah unless her child got cured. He was then forced to act and asked the lady to take the child to the tomb of his ‘Pir’. The child then not only got breath but started crying and the lady left fully satisfied.   

Similarly the son of one of his disciples was confined to bed with incurable disease and had also lost his mental balance.  The doctors had given up hope of his survival. The family then brought the person concerned to Khanqah and insisted on Sarkar curing him. With attention from Sarkar’s side, he got completely cured in a few days time. 

Once while Sarkar was travelling in a train, a childless couple met him and tried to invoke his supernatural powers for a child. Sarkar first said that since he was travelling, he could not give any medicine or holy inscription (taweez) but the couple would not relent. He then gave his handkerchief for the lady to put around her waist. And in due course of time, the couple were blessed with a child. 

On occasions when he helped people with his supernatural powers he obtained a word from them that they would not narrate the benefit to anybody or else the misery shall get reversed. The above incidents have been cited just as examples on the basis of personal experience.
Visal  

On the fateful night of 5th Shaban (eighth month of Islamic Calender) 1400 AH coinciding with 19th June 1980 he retired at a place which he had seldom used for this purpose. When his younger brother enquired as to why he was going there, he is said to have quoted couplet from Ghalib: 

RAHIE AB AISI   JAGAH CHALKAR  JAHAN  KOI  NA  HO

AUR AGER  MARJAIYE  TO  NOHA  KHWAN   KOI  NA HO
No one took any serious note of this till next morning when to the shock and disbelief of every one, it was learnt that he was no more in this world. The entire atmosphere got gloomy. He was buried in Khanqah on the side of the tomb of Imamus Salekeen (RA) twelve years after the departure of his father and Pir from this world.  

The Spark: Continued

In addition to Hazrat Shah Mohammed Hasan Sajjad Sahib, (RA) who adorned ‘masnad’as Sajjad Nashin, Imamus Salekeen Hazrat Shah Mohammad Taqi-Aziz Mian Sahib (RA) had three sons who by keeping the candle lit carried forward the task of reformation and spreading the message in their own right. A short narration in respect of each of them is put up here. 
Hazrat Shah Mohammed Jafar Mian Sahib (RA):  

Born on 25th Ramadhan 1344 A.H. coinciding with 19th April 1926 he had his early education and training along with his elder brother Hazrat Hasan  Mian Sahib Qibla (RA) and was involved in various physical and spiritual exercises  alongwith him. From his early childhood, he was punctual in prayers and very particular about adhering to spiritual routine. He always had rosary in hand and was also seen reciting Quran to the extent that in the month of Ramadhan, he completed recitation of ten or more Quran Sharief. He was also trained in the field of martial art and sword fighting etc. He had also acquired expertise in shooting. He loved his brothers and sisters and had respect for all those visiting Khanqah. He was simple in nature but a strict disciplinarian. As a child himself he had managed   to have a small group of children of his age and used to call it ‘Qaum’. The group comprised more than      a dozen boys and everyone was required to contribute  a sum of two rupees a month. He himself would contribute double the amount of total collection, which was used for buying utensils for Khanqah’s kitchen. 

As he grew up, he took care of all legal and administrative matters. He was the backbone of Khanqah-i-Niazia and carried on the tasks assigned to him successfully. Particularly during Urs ceremonies when thousands of disciples throng Khanqah he spent most of his time in the kitchen and made sure that everyone  was fed properly. It was only when everyone finished meals, that he alongwith his workers took food of whatever was left. He used to appreciate and boost the morale of his workers and companions.  He had the tact of resolving problems in an amicable manner and skillfully kept the differing factions together. 

He had great respect for all his relations –and shared all their problems. He provided strength by his physical presence not caring about his health. Despite having heart problem, he got his seat booked for air travel to Hyderabad on the occasion of marriage of his brother in law. When the physicians advised not to undertake the journey, he came with his family to Aligarh where his in laws were staying and took the management relating to marriage in his own hands in the absence of family who had proceeded to Hyderabad. He celebrated the bride’s arrival with great pomp and show and supervised the cooking and proper distribution of walima meals.     

He had developed expertise to identify and evaluate precious stones. 

His love for his elder brother was limitless. Once when Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib Qibla (RA) had a massive heart attack in Lucknow, he rushed there and spent the day and night at the hospital looking after him. He also took care of visitors who had come to Lucknow from different parts of the country to enquire about Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib’s (RA) welfare. 

Though he himself was very weak and the physicians having diagnosed serious heart problem had advised rest, he never listened to this advice and told that if he too was confined to bed, his brother’s life may be in danger. 

One of his nephews was brought to Aligarh for cure of ear drum. The doctor advised the operation and even though Hazrat Jafar Mian Sahib (RA) did not approve of this he came to Aligarh and was present in the hospital throughout. As it turned out the patient was taken to the operation theatre but due to some technical fault, the operation was postponed. He then decided to get the patient back home and instead advised the ear aid. 

Having acquired excellence in all the faculties of religous education, Khilafat was bestowed upon him by his ‘Pir’ – Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA). Hazrat Jafar Mian Sahib (RA) was however particular not to take anyone to this spiritual fold as long as his ‘Pir’ was present in this world. It was only after Sarkar Imamus Salekeen (RA) had left this world that thousands of people not only from India but from the entire sub-continent became his disciples. He did visit Pakistan and was accorded warm reception. He had lot of caliphs who are even now carrying   on the message of love, peace and brotherhood. As per the tradition of a conventional family he avoided addressing gatherings in the presence of his father and the elder brother but was a great orator in his own right. He had great command over Persian and Arabic language and trained his eldest son also in these languages. He too was fond of Hafiz Sherazi, a great Persian poet and used to quote him frequently.  

He was very particular and avoided as far as possible any display of supernatural powers. Yet out of many incidents where his blessings and help were more than evident, only two such cases are cite d here. 

A disciple lady by the name of Tahira narrated that her son was seriously ill and the illness had got prolonged. She was getting tired of his treatment expenses. And one fine morning it was discovered that he was no more. She put him in a trolley and came to Khanqah wailing  and crying.  She saw Hazrat Jafar Mian Sahib (RA) sitting in his room adjoining Khanqah. As she entered the room she saw that his eyes had got red and he asked her not to cry like that as her son was not dead and advised her to take the body to Mazarat inside Khanqah. To her surprise she found that not only that the boy stood up but got completely cured.

There was once a telephone call from one of his disciples in Pakistan that his son had been arrested on the charge of smuggling and because of the serious nature of the crime, he may be sentenced for  long period. He told him that he was reaching Pakistan on a particular date and that as soon  as he would land and there his son shall be set free. And this did actually happen. 

He was very particular about participation in Urs ceremonies at Ajmer Sharief and Delhi. When he went to participate in Urs ceremony of Hazrat Khwaja Gharib Nawaz (RA), just less than, two months before his departure from this world, he spent more time than usual at  Khawaja Sahib’s tomb and was fully satisfied with his presence there. He had started giving indications of his departure from this world. Enroute  to Bareilly Sharief he visited his in laws who were at Jaipur at that time, and talked in detail about the preparations that he had  made for the marriage of his two daughters. When he made it clear that he himself may not be there on that occasion every one present got upset and his mother   in law started begging for him to withdraw this remak. He kept quiet and left. Realising that he had perhaps hurt the sentiments of ageing in laws, he sent his family to spend sometime with them after his return to Bareilly Sharief. The family was required to be back in time for the Urs of Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) on first of Ramadhan. No one could ever think that this was his last gesture and everyone was therefore stunned when the news came that in the early hours of the morning of Ist Ramadhan, he himself had decided to depart with those left behind wailing and in tears. He was just forty seven at that time. That was 19th September 1974.  

Hazrat Shah Zainul Abedin Abid Mian     Sahib (RA): 

Born on 10 Rabi-us-sani 1348 AH, ie, 15th September 1929, he was an exception at that time in the sense that he got admitted to a convent school at Bareilly and obtained education in all modern subjects. At the same time he studied Arabic, Persian, Fiqah and Hadith from Moulvis and Ulema present in Khanqah. He did MA in Urdu. Spiritual training he got from his father and ‘Pir’ Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) who later bestowed him with Khilafat  and assigned Khanqah Zarifa, Gawalior as Sajjada Nashin. He was advised to strictly adhere to shariat (norms laid down by Holy Prophet (Pbuh) and this left a deep impact on his personality. He was very particular about prayers and about observing fasts. At the same time he used to say that for spiritual progress only the prayers or fastings were not sufficient and a person should develop qualities relating to divine love, and taqva (fear of God in all actions) and be well bred and righteous. He further explained that one should be very particular about one’s duties towards fellow human beings and help the poor and the orphans. He led a life full of simplicity and modesty. He was very considerate to all his relatives and used to frequently take care of his in laws. He did accompany the marriage party of his brother in law to Hyderabad along with his two sons. 

He had sound literary taste. It is reflected not only in his formal writings but in the informal correspondence that he had with friends and others. He, as a matter of fact, treated letter writing as an art and always suggested that through letter writing one can have taste of partially meeting the person concerned. He was a great poet and very fond of poetry. He would listen to poetry of others also for hours together, a quality generally not seen in those who are poet themselves. 

He has written a book on Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) entitled Izhar-e-Aqeedat and another on Hazrat Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) under the title of Sultanul Asheqin. He also started a magazine entitled ‘Niazi’. 

He spared four to five hours daily listening to the woes of needy people and people in trouble and tried to resolve their problems. He had hundreds of disciples throughout the country but mostly in  Madhya Pradesh where he undertook frequent visits. He visited Pakistan also a number of times to help his disciples there. He kept a veil of secrecy around him in true tradition of his ancestors but there was occasional demonstration of his supernatural powers.

Once while he was in Madhya Pradesh, one of his disciple, Waris, an  electrician himself got a severe electric shock and appeared  to have lost life. Narrating this incident himself he said he then made a special request to Hazrat Imamus Salekeen that in case this person was not revived, he shall stop visiting this area. And the  person got completely cured. 

Once a Moulvi Sahib not favourably  inclined towards sufis, came to Hazrat Abid Mian Sahib (RA) along with his wife and mother in law who was required to undergo major surgery on the next day. His wife insisted Mian Sahib to give same holy inscription (Taweez) so that the old lady could get cured without surgery not advisable at her age. And he did oblige them and also gave some medicine. The lady got cured and the doctors were astonished as to how could this be possible without operation. 

A few months before his visal, he had started giving indications of his leaving this world. On some occasion he is said to have observed that he had two months time at his disposal and that the day shall be Friday. And it was just after a month  and twenty five days and on Friday that he very quietly breathed  his last on 24th August, 2003 coinciding  with 25 Jamadiual Awwal 1424 A.H. at 2. 10 pm. He had checked time at 1.30 and talked to his family and then lied down.  A little later it was discovered that he is no more. He is buried in the compound of tomb of Hazrat Bibi Gharib Nawaz, his great grand mother.  

Hazrat Shah Mohammed Ali-Naseer Mian Sahib (Maddazillahu):     

Born on 3rd November 1939 coinciding with 23rd Ramadhan 1358 AH he is the youngest son of Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA). He obtained his early education not only in Persian and Urdu but also in English and Hindi and graduated from now Rohilkhund University. As per the tradition he was also trained in all the faculties relating to spiritualism from the very beginning. He lost his mother when he was just sixteen and from  that time onwards he always  accompanied Sarkar Qibla Imamus Salekeen  (RA) wherever he went. Being the youngest he had the privilege to be the closest also. 

He also acquired training in martial arts and developed expertise in target shooting. Whenever he went on hunting, those accompanying him were surprised that he would target the flying birds and shoot left and right while travelling in a vehicle. He also developed expertise in calligraphy and examples of his calligraphic art are on display in Khanqah. 

He is a poet par excellence and a number of his poetry collections have also been published. His limitless love and regard for his ‘Pir’ and his spiritual insight are reflected in most of his poems. These are no less than a classic from the point of view of language and literature and his deep knowledge of literature is also reflected in his poems. He has composed poems in Persian, Urdu and Hindi and has in his collection, Naat, Manqibat, Ghazals, Nazms, Qasida and Marsia. In the tradition of his ancestors he has highest regard for Ahlebait. He arranges special ‘nazar’ (fateha) on all Thursdays, and during the period of mourning in Moharram. He had been associated with the arrangements of ‘langar’ in Khanqah’s  kitchen alongwith Hazrat Jafar Mian Sahib (RA) and took all the arrangements in his own hands after the departure of Hazrat Jafar Mian Shahib (RA) from this world. He is very generous and kind. 

A special responsibility that Hazrat Naseer Mian Sahib has taken upon himself is to train the younger generation in all faculties and also develop among them the literary taste. Special poetry gatherings are a regular  feature. The youngsters in the family, at the first instance are encouraged to compose  poetry  and participate  in intra-family competitions  and then there are larger gatherings  having famous poets from most of the parts of the country where he presides  and the youngsters  are also encouraged to make their presentations in bigger audience. Special prizes are announced for best composition and sometimes the members of his family are excluded to encourage outsiders to demonstrate their art and expertise. 

He is very particular about proper maintenance of his place of stay and his personal transport. Looking at his personal vehicle no one can assess its age as huge expenditure is constantly incurred on its upkeep. 

On the occasion of Urs of his ‘Pir’ falling on 2nd November 1974 Hazrat Qibla Hasan Mian Sahib (RA) in the presence of all caliphs and disciples announced that as per the will of Hazrat Imamus Salikeen (RA) he was bestowing Khilafat on Hazrat Naseer Mian Sahib. Turban of excellence was put on his head and he was presented rosary of Hazrat Tajul Aulia (RA) and prayer sheet of Hazrat Immus Salekeen (RA) Hazrat Naseer Mian Sahib (ST) who had already acquired perfection under the patronage of his father and ‘Pir’, started formally enrolling disciples since then and has hundreds disciples and  caliphs in all places throughout the country. 

He is very particular about participation in Urs ceremonies in Delhi and Ajmer Sharief and offers special ‘nazar’ fatehas on such occasions. An example of his attachment to his  ‘Pir’ is witnessed enroute to Ajmer Sharief when he makes a halt at Dudu (small town between Jaipur and Ajmer) and offers fateha on tea in remembrance of his ‘Pir’ since he used to had tea at his place when he went to Ajmer Sharief. He would try to meticulously follow into his footsteps.

Hazrat Naseer Mian Sahib is the tallest pillar of strength in Khanqah set up and we end up this short, incomplete narration on prayers for his long life, health and happiness.

Hazrat Qibla Shah Mohammad Hasnain-Hasni Mian Sahib Maddazillahu

Born on 24th October 1950 coinciding with 11th  Moharram 1370 A.H. Hazrat Qibla is the eldest son of Hazrat Qibla Shah Mohammed Hasan Sajjad Sahib (RA).He got into the lap of Imamus Salekeen Hazrat Qibla Aziz Mian Sahib (RA) who was apparently delighted at the birth of  his first grandson and future  Sajjada Nashin of Khanqah-i-Niazia. He got his early education in Arabic, Persian and Urdu from the reputed Khalifas and finished Quran at very early age. He had the privilege of getting the spiritual training from Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) who had formally also got him as his disciple. He is extraordinarily intelligent and sharp and is quick at uptake.

On the occasion of Urs of Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) in 17th Shawwal 1394 A.H., i.e. 13th November 1974, Hazrat Qibla Shah Mohammed Hasan Sajjad Sahib (RA) in the presence of all Khaifas, disciples and other distinguished persons made a formal announcement of his being the next Sajjada Nashin in a very emotional speech. He made it clear that ever since the departure of his younger brother Hazrat Shah Mohammad Jafar Mian Sahib (RA) he was not keeping well and in accordance with the desire of Hazrat Imamus Salekeen (RA) he was making this announcement consequent upon completion of all requisite education and training of Hazrat Hasni Mian Sahib. He advised him to treat himself as the representative of all the disciples and asked all caliphs and disciples to treat him with full respect in the place occupied by him. 

He made Hazrat Hasni Mian Sahib wear the gown that he was wearing, put the turban of excellence on his head and he was made to sit on Masnad meant for the purpose. The traditional nazar of two rupees was presented to him after, which all caliphs and disciples present offered nazar. Sweets were distributed The occasion had a special effect on all those present. The number of disciples has been constantly multiplying since then and the prominent early khalifas of Hazrat Qibla Hasni Mian Sahib include: 

· Chaudhary Asrar Ahmad Sahib from Karachi 

· Syed Sakhawat Ali Sahib from Kanpur.

· Syed Sabir Ali Sahib from Kanpur. 

· Sheikh Naseerullah Sahib from Allahabad. 

· Soofi Nazeer Sahib from Varanasi.

· Pandit Achleshwar Nath Sharma Sahib from Delhi.

· Master Teerth Chand Sahib from Delhi. 

· Syed Mehmood Husain Sahib from Hyderabad.

· Aziz Khan Sahib and Nisar Ahmad Khan Sahib from Allahabad. 

Hazrat Qibla Hasni Mian Sahib has been very modest and extra ordinarily considerate towards all his disciples. He has inherited love for Ahlebait and has dedicated himself to the service of humanity. He is preaching the message of universal love and peace. He has chosen the way of non-compulsion in the true spirit of Holy Quran which says: 

Let there be no compulsion in religion. Truth stands out clear from errors. Whoever rejects evil and believes in Allah hath grasped the most trust worthy hand-hold that never  breaks. And Allah heareth and knoweth all things (2: 56). 

His message is spread not only throughout the county but in various countries of Europe, USA and other parts of the world. He lays stress on love and respect for humanity. The Khanqah is a living example where all the distressed and tortured find solace. According to Sarkar Qibla, heart must be freed of conditions like hatred, envy, fear and jealousy. He says love joins people like a thread binds pearls in a necklace. 

He is pragmatic in approach and advises all his disciples to move in accordance with the requirements of time. 

Under the patronage of Sarkar Qibla Khanqah has expanded and lot of renovation work has been carried out. Main emphasis is given on the comfort of the people who visit Khanqah. New rooms with all modern facilities were constructed and the existing are enlarged in order to accommodate the increasing number of visitors. Khanqah has regular visitors from Iran, Afghanistan, Germany and other European countries, who take the message of love back to their country. 

Many poor girls who are serving inside the haveli are given not only free boarding and lodging but free education and special training in domestic arena. When their parents arrange their marriages all expenses are borne by Sarkar Qibla. 

Despite very strict purdah most of the girls are graduates and are given special training in computers to keep themselves abreast with the latest in technology. Special classes of spoken English are arranged for them. They also learn sewing and cooking. A full fledged ‘Madarsa’ is operating under the supervision of his eldest son, Mahdi Mian Sahib, and arrangements for boarding and lodging for poor and needy students are also made. In addition to the religious education, there are arrangements for imparting instructions in modern education as well. There is no regular grant or financial assistance and whatever comes as ‘nazar’ is spent on the welfare of humanity. 

The Chistiya saints laid great emphasis on feeding the poor and this tradition is still alive in full glory at the Khanqah where several hundred people take part in the ‘Langar’ not only during Urs ceremonies but are fed free of cost throughout the year. 

Snake bitten, scorpion stung, epidemic stricken patients and people suffering from chronic diseases continue to throng Khanqah and are healed and cured.  There are arrangements for the distribution of herbal medicines which cure many diseases. 

Sarkar Qibla is a very simple and unassuming person but when he donnes his saintly robe and is seated on the ‘masnad’ during ‘Sama’ a special effect is  created and persons are lost in seeing Sarkar Qibla in the divine environment. Same thing happens, when in true tradition of his predecessors he undertakes a visit to Delhi and Ajmer Sharief. People throng around him and are not able to contain their emotions on seeing him. He arranges special feasts for people connected with Dargah after the Urs of  Khwaja Gharib Nawaz and accords them full respect despite several of them being his disciples

Sarkar Qibla meticulously avoids any demonstration of his supernatural powers but there are innumerable cases where his disciples have benefited from his care and affection for them. Only very selected few are cited here. 

One of his disciples was advised brain operation after an accident in Delhi and was admitted to All India Institute of Medical Science. The family was upset and had no one to look except Sarkar Qibla who assured them that the operation shall not be performed and that the patient shall recover without surgery. Outwardly all arrangements for the operation had been made and the patient even taken inside the operation theatre. What transpired, however, was not known but the patient returned from operation theatre without any surgery and got cured through medicines. 

One of his disciples had gone to   USA and as he was returning, he discovered at the airport that all his travel documents including the passport, ticket etc were missing. He got tremendously upset and just remembered his ‘Pir’. In desperation he was making futile searches when a Negro officer advised him to look into the dustbin placed outside the airport. Just as he looked into that he found there everything in order and so he was able to comeback safe to his country.

One of his disciples hired a taxi late in the night in Delhi and had to travel on outskirts. It was discovered that the driver was badly drunk and his accompanying person was fully armed. They decided to rob him of all his  belongings at a secluded  place. The person concerned remembered Sarkar Qibla and felt while fully awake that Sarkar Qibla was sitting by his side. What happened  to the drunk driver or his   accompanying person  was not known  but when he stopped the vehicle he started weeping and put his head on the feet of the person whom he wanted to thrash and rob. The person concerned reached the destination safe. 

A government official in a senior position was getting transferred to a place which was under the influence of a controversial figure. Without making any mention of the same when he met  Sarkar Qibla he on his own  asked as to when was he joining his new assignment. He begged him not to get posted at that particular place. Sarkar Qibla kept quiet for a while and said  all  right  but you may have to deal with that controversial figure wherever you are. The official concerned, thereafter was not transferred to the place of stay of that controversial figure but all his cases were transferred from his place of stay to the place where this official was posted. And the controversial figure got extra ordinarily considerate towards this official.

The presence of Sarkar Qibla remains unmatched and thousands of disciples constantly look upon him as a source of inspiration and guidance with prayers for his long life, health and happiness.  

BASHAD BAQA-E-UMRE TAU BADA HAZAR SAAL-

LEKIN BA IEN  HISAB BASAD HUSHMATO JALAL

SAALE HAZAR MAH  O MAHE HAZAR YOUM

YOUME HAZAR SAATOO SAAT HAZAR SAAL
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