Kamanakao dies

08 May 2003

Calvin Kamanakao, 42, of Bayeyi died suddenly Tuesday at the Gaborone Private Hospital where he was taken after complaining of not feeling well. (BOPA)

Wayeyi wants Kamanakao buried in Gumare

09 May 2003

Funeral arrangements for the 42-year-old Shikati Calvin Kamanakao I of the Wayeyi tribe have not yet been finalized, meaning that the funeral cannot be this weekend, according to his younger brother. 

In an interview with BOPA, Baganetsi said his brother's death was a big shock to many because he had not been sick. He was attacked by an illness that killed him within two hours after he was rushed to the Gaborone Private Hospital where he died on Tuesday. 

Calvin Kamanakao, whose home village is Motopi in the Boteti Sub-district, was installed paramount chief of Wayeyi in 1999 in Gumare amid controversy as some people questioned his claim to the throne. The controversy was compounded by the fact that Kamanakao Association that was formed in 1995 with the aim to uphold Wayeyi language and culture had engineered his ascendancy to the throne. 

Members of the Wayeyi in Gumare interviewed by BOPA: Leganang Mutungi, Khumalo Ovuya and Bontlebokae Motalentwa, wanted their chief buried in Gumare, the village they regard as Wayeyi headquarters. 

They are however, waiting to hear from Kamanakao Association and the parents of the deceased in Motopi regarding the place of burial. 

In November 2001, Kamanakao Association and Shikati Calvin Kamanakao and their lawyer Gabriel Kanjabanga, successfully convinced the High Court that section two of the Chieftainship Act (chapter 41; 01) needed to be amended. The matter was in relation to an application by lawyers acting for the Wayeyi that sections 77, 78 and 79 of the constitution should be declared null and void in order that their leader Calvin Kamanakao can get official recognition as paramount chief. 

Presently, the Wayeyi fall under the jurisdiction of the Batawana Paramount Chief Tawana II. 

The three judges - Chief Justice Julian Nganunu, Justice Maruping Dibotelo and Justice Unity Dow - ordered that the said section be amended to afford equal treatment and protection by the law to Shikati Calvin Kamanakao. Kamanakao is survived by two children, a son and a daughter

Kamanakao to be buried in Gumare

12 May 2003 

Shikati Calvin Kamanakao will be buried on Saturday May 17 at Gumare, a news release from Kamanakao Association states. Kamanakao, who was installed by Wayeyi in 1995 as their paramount chief, died suddenly last Tuesday at the Gaborone Private Hospital. 

His death shocked Wayeyi who had looked at him as their symbol of culture and identity. 

Together with the Kamanako Association, he has been leading a campaign for the promotion of Wayeyi culture and language. 

Lentswe La Batswapong has paid a tribute to Kamanakao describing him as "a man who believed in the late Sir Seretse's declaration that a nation without a history is like a tree without roots." Lentswe La Batswapong says this is shown by his passionate belief in the history and culture of his tribe. He was also a man of integrity who kept his cool in the face of the controversy surrounding his chieftaincy. 

Lentswe La Batswapong describes him as an intelligent and articulate man who knew exactly what his tribe wanted legally and culturally. 

"He was the founder member of Kamanakao Association and the subject tribes' patriotic front called RE TENG." It says he departed from this world at a time when the subject tribes of this country needed him to lead them to the promised land where constitutional rights are fully enjoyed in a more substantive sense than it is currently the case. 

A tribute says Kamanako led his people in a court battle in the face of all opposition and possible consequent victimization. "Such attributes are the hallmarks of a modern leader and they are a rare species on mother earth. 

"We at Lentswe La Batswapong join the nation and the international organizations for human rights in mourning the loss of a true leader. 

"Tsamaya sentle kgosi- go through the golden gates of heaven and enter a world where contorted human concepts of bo-principal tribes le bo-minor or bo ​subject tribes do not exist, and where the angels allow nothing else but full substantive equality between all tribes, regardless of origin, colour number of historical conquests, sex, cultural systems, totems, House of Chiefs membership etc." BOPA
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*By Botswana Press Agency (BOPA)

Shikati Kamanakao buried-May 20th, 2003

Hundreds of Wayeyi converged on Gumare Village in the North West District Sunday morning to pay last respects to the leader of Kamanakao Association Shikati Calvin Keeme Diile Kamanakao. The funeral, which was attended by among others, Assistant Minister of Finance and Development Planning Slumber Tsogwane went on in defiance of a court order from Francistown that it should not take place. 
The court order sought by the Tawana Landboar, ordered Kamanakao Association to refrain from burying Calvin Kamanakao at the site allocated to the Association by the Land board for use as a cultural centre. 
However Kamanakao Association ignored the order and continued with the funeral arrangements. 
Speakers at the funeral described Kamanakao as a true leader who strived for democracy and equal justice for all the tribes of Botswana. 
The Kamanakao Association coordinator Lydia Nyathi-Ramahobo said the late Kamanakao was brave and unrelentingly committed to struggle for Wayeyi. 
She stressed that Kamanakao hated oppression but loved freedom. 
Ramahobo however said Wayeyi struggle would continue after Kamanakao. 
She said Calvin Kamanakao would be remembered for his challenge of the present constitution. 
The Wayeyi will continue to reject chiefs from other tribes imposed on them and they will continue to resist and peacefully defy the implementation of tribally discriminating laws, she said. 
Ramahobo said Boyeyi shared a common vision for the struggle of the marginalised groups in general. She said Kamanakao achieved for Botswana the writing of Shiyeyi language to educate many on ethnic discrimination and to fight to dismantle the laws that perpetuated such discrimination. 
For his part Gaonthete Ma Mautleng of Reteng Cultural Association urged other cultural groups in the country to unite and fight oppression. 
Mautle lamented that even though Botswana constitution stated that all tribes are equal there are clauses that discriminate against some tribes. 
Calvin Kamanakao who was born in 1961 at Motopi in the Boteti Sub-district died on May 6 at Gaborone Private Hospital after a short illness. 
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He completed his primary school in 1975 and Junior Certificate in 1978, he also in 1980 obtained a Certificate in Animal Health and in 1986 a diploma in salesmanship and a certificate in Management.
Kamanakao Association goes to court on June 13- May 23rd 2003

The Francistown High Court will on June 13 hear a case in which the Tawana Landboard is challenging the decision to bury Shikati Calvin Kamanakao I of Wayeyi at a plot the board allocated Kamanakao Association for a cultural centre. 
Judge Justice Lakhvider Sigh Waila was to hear the case Friday but postponed it to June 13 following requests for more time to file papers with the court from both attorneys Chadwick and Gabriel Kanjabanga, who has indicated that he will represent Kamanakao Association. 
The burial of Kamanakao took place on May 18 at the centre in Gumare in defiance of a court order, according to Anderson Chadwick of Chadwick and Partners, representing the Tawana Landboard. 
His argument is that the cultural centre is not a burial site and as such the landboard had wanted to stop the burial. 
Kamanakao, whose home village was Motopi, Boteti Sub-district, suddenly fell ill May 13 and died within two hours after arrival at the Gaborone Private Hospital. 
His death shocked Wayeyi who regarded him as a symbol of their culture and identity. 
The deceased was installed paramount chief of Wayeyi in 1999 in Gumare amid controversy as some people questioned his claim to the throne. 
Meanwhile, Judge Waila postponed to June 20 a case in which the Central District Council should show cause why Western Primary School in Serowe should not reopen and all facilities necessary for the school should not continue to be used. 
The court order seeks to know why the council should not be restrained, prohibited and interdicted from interfering with the operations of the school in a manner which would adversely affect the operations of the school, pending the resolution of this manner. 
The attorney for the applicants, Sefelani Thapelo had earlier applied to the High Court that the matter be postponed as he wanted to study the council affidavits. 
Police deny poisoning reports 

ENOLE DITSHEKO
Staff Writer 
5/30/2003 12:43:27 PM (GMT +2)

BROADHURST police have denied knowledge of any poisonous substance that the late Calvin Kamanakao is said to have swallowed on the morning of his death. However his Bayeyi people are still adamant that there was a plot to kill Kamanakao because he was fighting for justice and equality for all citizens. 
The investigating officer, who spoke to Mmegi said he was not at liberty to talk to the press regarding Kamanakao's death. However, his superior Poeng Tidimalo said investigations were going on to ascertain whether the chief might have died at the hands of another person as Bayeyi claim. The Bayeyi have also said that Kamanakao's shirt had stains, which suggested foul play. 
"We have not made any arrest as yet and no one is suspected of having poisoned the chief. After all, we still have to send exhibits to different experts for tests, and until we are given the shirt that is said to have the spillage, we have no way of determining whether the substance was poisonous or not. Investigations are still at an embryonic stage," said Tidimalo. 
In a week's time, it is expected that Kamanakao's parents, officials of the Wayeyi pressure group Kamanakao Association together with the police will meet to discuss the circumstances of his death. 
The family and the association have expressed strong suspicions that he was deliberately killed. 

 * From Mmegi, The Reporter newspaper
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