A. Teaching Philosophy

An education is one of the greatest gifts an individual can receive.  Unlike most ordinary gifts, however, the gift of education is not just a single event.  This gift is one with infinite layers of wrapping paper.  Education is the process of unwrapping the layers one at a time by unraveling layers of knowledge.  Throughout one's life many people facilitate this process, including parents, siblings, employers, and teachers.  Teachers have an especially profound influence since we spend a large percentage of our lives in school.  Those teachers who have done an outstanding job have an impact on our lives that we can never fully appreciate.  As Henry Adams stated, "A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops."  

I have had many teachers whose words and actions continue to motivate me.  These individuals range from the fourth-grade teacher who inspired classroom discipline to a graduate advisor pushing me to challenge conventional theories and develop new theories.  I have discovered from these teachers that I seem to have an innate desire to learn and to help others discover the gift of education.  

By being a teacher, I not only help students develop their education, but continue my own education.  When a student asks a question for which there is not an easy answer, I have found myself prodding both the student and myself to explore the subject in more depth.  The insights that we learn together enhance our collective education.  Once we unwrap one layer of the gift of knowledge, we discard the paper, we do not put it back on the package.  An excellent teacher not only shows students what has already been unwrapped but also helps students continue the process.

To successfully accomplish the task of unraveling the layers of knowledge, a teacher must stay up-to-date with developments in their discipline and teaching techniques.  As students share with me how they learn, I have found it necessary to examine my own learning process and expand my horizons.  For example, many of my instructors have used traditional lecture formats.  However, I have found that we can only remove wrapping paper from a gift by actively putting our hands on the gift.  I have explored techniques that will allow the student to actively assist me in unraveling the layers of knowledge.  Together we have shared the excitement of discovering a new insight.

Based on my experiences, I have found that teaching is one of my most fulfilling accomplishments.  I receive a great deal of joy when students are able to use the knowledge discovered in my classes and apply it to their own lives or other classes.  This may in fact allow even more students to discover another layer of knowledge.  Thus, I can truly affect eternity.  I look forward to continually discovering new layers of the gift through the lives of students that I have the privilege of teaching.

