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freebmd.org.uk

The freebmd website allows people to search for certificate
reference numbers. You will not actually see the certificate itself
but you will find out its details which you can send away to get a
copy of the original. The site covers the three types of certificate —
Birth, Marriage and Death.

The reference details have been typed by volunteers all over the
world — there is a page you can use to apply to take part if you
wish. There are well over 100,000,000 certificates listed so you
have a good chance of finding one that is relevant.

Using the site for searching is free and will not need to register your
email address or give any other information. The site is funded by
people using it as a stepping stone to the Ancestry.com site and
then paying. You do not have to do this.

The site has close links with Ancestry.com. At the top of many
pages you will find an advert encouraging you to start searching.
These searches at the top of the pages will take you to the Ancestry
website. If you want to use freebmd itself then follow the
instructions below.

Searching freebmd

The website address is freebmd.org.uk
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WWelcome to FreeBNMD

FreeBMD is an ongoing project, the aim of which is to transcribe the Civil Registration index of births,
marriages and deaths for England and Wales, and to provide fres Intemet access to the transcribed
records

Scroll down the side of the page until you see the word Search.
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PLEASE NOTE: WE HAVE NOT YET TRANSCRIBED THE WHOLE INDEX . 2 breakdown by event

and year can be viewed here

FreeBMD is very busy

- At the moment. FreeBMD is a victim of its own success
Click on

2o many people are trying to search that we are having trouble coping with all the searches
If vour search fails, please try again later.

Seal’Ch \ FreeBWD is least busy betiveen 23:30 and 09:00 GMT daily

(Search] (Information]

{Join FreeBMD)

(Transcribers’ Page]

The FreeBMD Database was last updated on Wed 21 Apr 2004 and currently contains

78,676,640 distinct records (91,633,437 total records).

On 3un 2 May 2004 FreeBMWD users did 94 578 gearches. (More information

FreeBNMD is kindly sponsored by RootsWeb, Ancestry com and The Bunker

You are now at the Search Page. You still need to scroll down to

get to the search form.

Advertisement

== iti 1
%= Find your British ancestors! Aﬂtﬁi_‘)w}ﬂ

F CS ‘four last name: I Click Here

A fuller explanation of how to get the most out of your search is here.

Deaths or All Types)

Flease note that you are now required to select explicitly the Type of the search (Births, Marriages,
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The search form :

All Types Districts [All Districts i’ ||
Births Aberayran (to Jun1936)
Tyoe Deaths Aherconwy (from Sep1975)
Marriages Ahergavenny (to 1958)
Aherystwyth (to Jun1936)
Zumame I Abingdon
: Acle (1939-Mar1974)
Firat name(s) | Alcester
Spouse/Vother Alderbury (to Jun1835)
I Aldershot (Decl932-Mar1974
ELTHELTS Aldﬁcrisg;&(B?DCwnhills (3[m1 SB)B—Maﬂ 974)
Spouse firat nan]e(s) I A|Bd.(DE!C1 935-Mar1974)
Alrwick (to 1936)
Death age/DoB | Alrestord (to Sep1932) =l
Date range IMa_rj| 19 IDeCj
Weolume/Page | f | Counties 2
tldono All Counties ﬂ
" Exact match on firat Anglesey
names Awan )
Options I” Phonetic search g;:ﬁggrr]cii;hwe
SUITIEITI &5 Breconshire ;I =

Type Click on Births, Marriages, Deaths or All Types.
You must choose one of them.

Surname Click into the box and type the surname of the
person you are searching for — capital letters do
not matter.

If you are not sure how a surname (or first name)
ends eg. Mcsweeney/Mcsweeny you can type
mcsween™

This will find all names that begin with what you
typed, no matter what they end with.

First Name Click into the box and type the first name of the
person

Date Range Click into the first box and type the start year of

Ignore the

the range you would like to search

month Click into the second box and type the final year
of the range you would like to search

Counties Click on a particular county if you are absolutely

Districts sure of the county you are searching, otherwise

You can only

choose one
of these

leave it as All Counties

If you know the exact district you could click on
that, otherwise leave it as All Districts
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When you have finished entering search criteria scroll down a little
and click on the word “Find” in the bottom left corner of the screen.

L ot
. [N Ezact ratch on first names
Cptions :
[Phonetic search surnarnes
[IMatch only recorded ages
[Find ] [ Count ] [ Feset ] Saved E
search
FreeBMWD Mam Page [

The search may take a minute or two. If a coloured box appears on
the right of the screen it means that you have found some results.
Scroll down the page to see them.

Kev g - et 4
o Bitths Martiages Deaths b ot 1o} ]
. . . Information
i i Jfalie .
Hold "SrieHe available:
Change 4 teats  itis G Bean
of shade ithas suspect ¥  Comment
m“;‘;;I been  (click B poctem
mg@ n double ot for
the data keyed details)

If just text appears then it means there is nothing on the site that
matches what you are looking for.

Sorry, we found no matches.

Dpe:  All Tvpes  Sumame:  mesweeney  First name(s):  lowsa
Start date: Mar 1875 End dater  Dec 1880

Search for
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Births - example

Search was for Louisa McSweeny, born between 1865 and 1870
searching on all counties and districts:

All Types Districts EN{IsIENT=
Aberayron (to Junl936)
TiDe Deaths Abercanwy (from Sepl 475)
Iarriages Abergavenny (to 1950)
Aberystwnth (fo Jun1936)
umame Imcsweeny Abingdon
: - Acle (1935-Mar1 974)
First name(s) |Lou|sa Alcastar
pouse/Mother l— Alderbury (to Jun1895)
Aldershot (Decl932-Mar1 974)
ELITHELTE Aldridge & Brownhills (Jun1966-har1974)
Spouse first name(s) I Aled (Decl 935-kMar! 974)
Alnwick (to 1936)
Death age/Dok | Alresford (to Sep1932) =

Date range [Mar ~][1885  to[Dec =]
|1B?D

Wolume/Page | i | Cournties
™ Mono TI=—r
All Counties
™ Exact match on first
names
: EBedfordshi
Cptions Phonetic search Bgrkgrrﬂrse e
SUIMAarnes Breconshire |

With this search engine you need to spell the name correctly to find
a result. If you are not sure of a spelling click into “Phonetic search
on surnames” — this gives you a longer list of results but is more
likely to find your person. It will search for names that sound like
the one you are looking for.

[ NewQuery J Koy ot Muriages Destis POy g
| Save §_ca:ch_5 Chmgidnef means it J_'!gbcmeans
O 1 meanca b T —— 1t(15]i5111<spe.ctt
Nial ol ChUCE On T
Seyise Query g et double g details)
data keyed
Search for Type.  Birthg Smmame  mcosweeny Fistname(s):  Louisa
Startdate:  War 1865 Enddale  Dec 1870 District Al

Coung all

Whilst FreeBMD makes every effort to ensure accurate transcription, errors existin both the original index and the
transcription. You are adwvised to verify the reference given from a copy of the index before ordering a certificate.

Sumame First name({s) District Vol Page

Births Dec 1870

MoSwresry Louisa St GeoEast 1o 435  (nfo)

Click on the District name (blue and underlined) to get a printable
version of your result and to find out exactly which areas the
“District” refers to. You could also use the form at the back of these
notes to write down your results and save paper.

Louisa McSweeny Birth Dec 1870 St Geo East Volume 1c Page 435
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Marriages - example

Districts |All Districts i’
Aberayron (fo Jun1936)
Type Aberconwy (from Sep1975)
Abergawenny (fo 1958)
Aberystwnyth (to Jun1936)
Sumarmne |mcsweeney Abingdan
. - Acle (1939-har1 374)
First name(s) flouisa Aleostor
Spousedvother Alderbury (to Jun1895)
L I Aldershot (Decl332-Mar1974)
Aldridge & Brownhills (Jun1966-Mar1974)
Spouse first nan]e(s) I Aled (DEEﬂ 935-tarl 9?4)
Alrwick (to 1936)
Death age/TioB | Alresford (to Sep1932) |
har =| 1895 o |Dec =
Date range I J I I J
|1 400
Volume/Pags [ 7 Counties
L lviero All Counties i’
[ Exact match on first Anglesey
names Avon
; . Bedfordshi
Optiors I Phonetic search Bgrkgrzirse e
SUITAITIES Breconshire d|

Note the change of surname spelling — this is common in family
history research. If you don’t find results immediately you will need
to try the "name™*” described on page 3 or use the Phonetic
search option described on page 5.

If you know the first name or surname of the other partner in the
marriage you can type this in to the Spouse section. If you don’t
know them you can leave this blank.

Results
=~ - This time
. New Query } Key Births Marriages Deaths ﬂn};e:;r;r N 5 Getictin CI I Ck on
Save Sa QICh...E Chmgi;ei means it A.fiabc ] 0 ”
J— I means a I has been SR Pag e tO
| Revise Qucryq pqsng‘k FbE [chck Dp it
S e S—— ap in the -
AR ka0 gee g list of
all who were
Search for Type:  Warmages Swmame  mogweeney Fistname(s)  lonisa marr | ed on
Startdate:  WWar 1895 Enddatel Dec 1900 that dav in
Whilst FreeBMD makes every effort to ensure accurate transcription, errors existin both the original index and the y
ranscription. You are advised to verify the reference given from a copy of the index before ordering a certificate. the reg ister

Sumame First name(s) District Vol Page

Marmiages Sep 1897

McSweeney Louisa Lambeth 1d 823 info)
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Find the partner in a marriage

Searchfor  Typer WMARRIECGES Siartdale Sep 1897 EBnd
Valmme: 14 FPage: 823

Whilst FreeBMD makes every effort to ensure accurate transcription, errors ex
transcription. You are adwvised to verify the reference given from a copy of the

Sumame First name(s) District Vol Page

Marriages Sep 1897

McSweeney Louisa Lambeth 1d 8§23 nfo)
Noonan CGeorge Frederick ] Lambeth 1d 823 nio)
REFFOLL}  Frederick Lambeth 1d 823 i)
Woods Emily Ann Lambeth 1d 823 nfg)

Hopefully you will know the name of the marriage partner, if not
you will only have one or two possibilities to search through.

In this case the important details are :

Louisa McSweeney/Frederick Reffold Marriage Sept 1897
Lambeth Volume 1d Page 823

Before 1852, up to 4 marriages were entered on each page of the
register. You will therefore see eight different people listed. After
that there are usually two marriages per page. From 1912 onwards
the marriage entries in the index give the surname of the spouse.
This obviously helps a great deal. It may be that this is all the
information you are seeking and you do not need the certificate.

Occasionally there will be an odd number of people listed on this
page so you may not be able to work out who your ancestor
married. It is worth trying the search again after a few weeks
because it just means that all of the entries for a particular page
have not yet been typed up.
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Deaths — example

Type Known details are entered
tarriages as usual.

Surame mecsweeney

First name(s) justin

spouselother

surnatne

Spouse first name(s)
Death age/DoB

Click on the Find button.

Results

Swmame  First name(s) Age District Vol Page
Deaths Mar 1879

IfcEweeney  Justin 49 Poplar le 488 (nfo)g”

Deaths Dec 1909

fo) G

=]

MeSWEEMEY Justin 5%  Blackbumn se 2382

[e

L

The main difference here is that you will often see the age of death
which helps you to work out if you have found the correct record.
In this case the District also helps narrow down which of the two
results is the right one.

Justin McSweeney Death March 1879 Poplar Volume 1c Page 488
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You have the reference number — how do you get the
certificate?

1. You can apply online at the address below for £7.00

http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/

The following methods of applying for a certificate currently cost
£8.50

2. Or printout a form which can be sent to the Public Records
Office at the following website

http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/research/obtainingcertificates/w
aystoapply.asp

Post the form to

GRO

PO Box 2
Southport
Merseyside
PR8 2JD

3. Or phone the details to
Tel: 0845 603 7788

(8am to 8pm Monday to Friday. Saturday 9am to 4pm)
Calls are charged at the cost of a local call.
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Freebmd records

Surname

Given Name

District

Vol

Page

Event
BMD

Quarter

Comment
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