Cathy Brown — Certificate Comparison

Comparison of National and Local Registration

In England and Wales civil registration began in 1837 when major events
had to be logged nationally and locally as well as in parish records. Each
organisation logs the certificates with its own numbering system. Local
register offices are run by individual local councils and hold registers of
nearby Births, Marriages and Deaths while the General Register Office in
Southport holds the national records. The searches will only find you a
reference number, you then need to apply for the certificate.

Searching Nationally
There is a free national search site: www.freebmd.org.uk, this site holds

over 112 million certificate records from 1837 to about 1915 at the
moment, covering England and Wales. It grows week by week.

If you require access to all of the certificates available you could pay a
subscription to different websites which provide details of registrations
from 1837 to 2004.

WWwWw.ancestry.co.uk — charges from weekly to annual subscriptions
(England and Wales) £6.00 to £70.00. Also includes all census
information for England and Wales 1841 — 1901. No limits to how often
you search/view information.

www.18370online.com — buy units which allow you to keep a close eye on
what you are spending (England and Wales). Also includes all census
information for England and Wales for the 1861 and 1891 census from
£5.00 for 50 units to be used within 3 months to £60.00 for 810 units over
a year.

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/ - again buy units in batches of £6.00
for 30 units that need to be used up over 7 days. (Civil registration began
in 1855 in Scotland)

The national office will charge about £8.50 per certificate by post. You
can apply over the internet for £7.00. These charges apply if you know
the reference number for the certificate you need. A full list of charges is
available at : http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/



http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.1837online.com/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/
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Local Register Offices

Usually the local register offices will provide a certificate for around
£7.00 either over the counter or by post as long as you have found out the
reference number.

There are some very good council websites that have begun transcribing
certificate details into searchable lists. However, coverage is patchy — try
the website : www.ukbmd.org and use the Select a County option to find
out what information is stored. Yorkshire has a particularly good service.

The following pages show how the same certificate has two different

reference numbers depending on where you are searching for it. Each
organisation only recognises its own reference number. The following
search is for the birth certificate of Annie Kenny, born in Hull in 1907.



http://www.ukbmd.org/
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www.freebmd.org.uk

Al Types Districts [All Districts ﬁ’
Aberayran (to Jun1936)
T¥e Deaths Aberconwy (from Sepl1975)
harriages Abergavenny (to 1958)
Abenstingth (to Jun1936)
Jumanme Ikenny Ahingdan
. - Acle (1939-Mar1 974)
First name(s) Iannle Alcester
Spouse/MVother Alderbury (to Jun1845)
h I Aldershot (Decl 932-k4ar1 974)
Aldridge & Brownhills (Jun1966-Mar1374)
Spouse firat nan]e(s) I Aled (Dec1935-Mar1974)
Alnwick (to 1936)
Death age/DoB | Alresford (to Sep1932) hd|
Date range |Mear >|[1900  to [Dec x|
|1 910
Veolume/Page | / | Courtties
lono Denbighshire -]
™ Exact match on first Detbyshire
names Dewon =l
Options I” Phonetic search Boresst
SUImames ‘East Riding of rorkshire i

Result

Sumame First name(s) District Vol Page

Births Sep 1907

KENMNY  Arnie Sculcoates 9d 199 Unfo)

Has our search engine found the Found cne parner na

record you ars sesking? martiage but now looking
the spouse?

Click here to leam what to do

TI0W . Click here for more inforr

Getting a Certificate

The freebmd search finds you the District, Volume and Page number for
the event held by the General Register Office. You would only use
these reference numbers if you were requesting a certificate from there.
The cost is around £8.50 per certificate.

You can request a certificate by printing out a form from the General
Register Office web site on :

http://www.qgro.gov.uk/gro/content/births/obtainingbirthcertificates/certifi
catefees.asp

You could alternatively apply for the certificate online for £7.00 with the
same reference number using the following link :
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/Login.asp



http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/births/obtainingbirthcertificates/certificatefees.asp
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/births/obtainingbirthcertificates/certificatefees.asp
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/Login.asp
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www.vorkshirebmd.org.uk

Surname: |kenny

Date Remember to hold down the Control key it you wish to
ranges: select more than ane year or region at a time.
(Mac users should use the Shift key)

Region: All ragions A

Braciford

East Ridin

W

Order: Alphabetically v

Initial: a
. Exact & Soundex O
Match: Near O vague O
Output to
file: Mo ® Yes O
[ Display Surnames
Result
Yorkshire /!
Births, Marriages and Deaths on the Internet

| Yorkshire Birth indexes for the years: 1806

| Surname | Forename(s) | Sub-District | Registers At | Reference

IKENNY |Arthur [Mewlands Hull L1723 7

| Yorkshire Birth indexes for the years: 1807

| Surname | Forename(s) | Sub-District | Registers At | Reference

IKENNY \Annie [Drypool Hull IDRY/94/78

The Yorkshirebmd site gives you the Sub District, Reference number and
Register Location for the local register office. You would use this
reference number if you were going direct to the Register Office for a

certificate.

If you click on the underlined Reference you will be provided with a
filled out form including the postal address of the office in question. You
can print this out and post it with a cheque, currently around £7.00 per

certificate.



http://www.yorkshirebmd.org.uk/

	www.freebmd.org.uk  
	 www.yorkshirebmd.org.uk

