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                  Disposition: A teacher’s responsibility to provide diversity in learning


The textbook, like the traditional five paragraph essay, are basic educational tools that teachers should read and then expand upon. Although textbooks can offer great examples classical literature, one textbook can rarely be diverse enough to offer literature that the teacher can use to relate to every student in the class. Similarly, the five paragraph essay is a simple writing structure that can be used for basic instruction, and to help beginning writers to organize their ideas. However, this structure should never be depended upon as one that can provide students with complete and fulfilling writing experiences. The five paragraph essay like the textbook is limited. It does not provide the students with the opportunity to expand upon complex ideas or to incorporate different genres or styles of rhetoric. For these two reasons, a teacher may decide to use both textbook literature and the five paragraph essays to analyze and discuss the literature, but should not rely solely on these two methods of teaching. Instead teachers should introduce students to more diverse forms of literature, in particular, forms of literature that encompass the different backgrounds and cultures of the students in the class. Teachers should also create writing exercises that expose students to multiple of styles and genres of rhetoric, that have ‘real world’ audiences, that have realistic purposes, that support self-expression, and that allow adequate room for the exploration of complex ideas. 

 The New York State Code of Ethics (NYSCE) for Educators states that educators should, “create, support and maintain challenging learning environments.” When both the teacher and the students in a class have become bored with the materials being used, it is clear that the teacher is failing to fulfill their responsibility to challenge their students. Two important aspects of a lesson plan include the long and short term objectives of a lesson and the ways in which teachers plan to motivate their students to want to participate in the lesson. When students have lost interest in the material, they have lost their motivation and may become resistant to reading and writing. As described in the NYSCE, teachers are expected to, “Use a range of strategies and assessments to address differences.” By making the five paragraph thesis the principle writing structure used in the classroom, teachers are leading their students to believe that this is the best writing structure. This message will discourage students who feel they have mastered the five paragraph thesis from continuing to practice writing, and completely disregard’s other students who have trouble with the five paragraph thesis but who may excel in other forms of rhetoric.

It is unfortunate that the stress of mandatory state tests may cause some teachers to make learning test centered rather then student centered In the NCTE’s document on “Attitudes of Effective English Language Arts Teachers”, one of the attitudes listed states that an educator demonstrates, “A willingness to seek a match between students’ needs and teachers’ objectives, methods, and materials and instruction in English language arts that places students’ needs at the center of the curriculum.” It is not impossible for teachers to make sure that their students are both prepared for state tests, as well as interested in the materials they are learning. This can be done if teachers use creative lesson plans that focus on the student interest and also teach the skills that students will need for standardized testing. A teacher may consider introducing students to the five paragraph essay, and some textbook literature, in the beginning of the year, but should diverge from those basic learning materials after a short time. Instead of the five paragraph thesis, a teacher may assign a research project that allows students to use computer and library resources to critically analyze and report on a topic of their choice. They could also ask their students to read a few newspaper articles, to form an opinion on those articles and to then write a letter to the editor based on their opinions. Other plans could include creative writing essays, compare and contrast essays, student narratives, student debates, and analyzing multi-cultural literature through diverse writing exercises that compliment the style of the literature they are being asked to read. These activities are just a few of the many ways a teacher can help students to develop techniques that will help them on state tests, but that does not subject them to the monotony of textbook learning. 


If after having strayed from textbook learning and the five paragraph thesis, a teacher finds that some students are still resistant to learning, or seem to have trouble grasping some important concepts and ideas then they would need to rethink their methods of teaching. As stated in the INTASC Core Standards pertaining to teacher dispositions, it is important that a teacher, “understands how students differ in their approaches to learning and creates instructional opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners.” The key word in this standard is that the teachers understand their students. In order to do this and educator must make sufficient time to get to know their students as individuals. They need to learn about their cultural backgrounds, they need to acknowledge that not all students learn the same way. Teachers cannot assume that simply providing students with different reading and writing activities is diverse to help incorporate all of their students learning abilities. Instead, teachers must consider other types of visual, kinesthetic, spatial and oral learning methods. In this way teachers can feel assured that they are reaching out to all the students in their class.

Teachers cannot deny the relevance of the five paragraph thesis as a writing structure that will help students to succeed on the Regents exam.  However, educators should make their students aware that the five paragraph thesis cannot not be considered the principle writing structure of society, and that it is limiting.  At the same time, they should acknowledge that it is a structure that they should learn to use and understand for the sake of taking and doing well on regent exams and other state administered tests. In this way, my students will know that there is a real purpose to their being asked to learn and practice the five paragraph essay. Students may be more inclined to take the five paragraph essay seriously if they know that learning it will be helpful to them, and is not just another writing assignment they must complete in order to please the teacher. 

Educators should never teach using the textbook or the five paragraph essay to such an extent that their students become completely bored with the idea of reading and writing. Teachers should want to help their students to form an appreciation for reading and writing. Placing too much emphasis on one style of rhetoric is exhausting to both students and teachers. It is a teacher’s responsibility to create a class in which every student feels respected. In order to do this they must provide every student with the same opportunity to learn. This means creating diverse and interesting assignments that every student in some way or another will be able to relate to and learn from. 

