SOUTH SYDNEY RABBITOHS v ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA DRAGON/

No sweet chart

WHAT started as a good-natured way of raising funds for a good cause
evolved into a fierce battle between two great clubs. By PETER BADEL

ARK Coyne didn't koow

what had hit him. There he

stood, a fresh-faced 20-year-

old on the flanks in his first
muatch for 5t George since he was snared from
the Brishane league and ‘indoctrinated in
Syidney football. South Sydney style.

The scene was Redfern Owval, February 20,
1938, The occasion was Charity Shieid. The
memories are unforgettable.

“T'd just amrived in'Sydney and the Dragons
wanted to see what I could do, so 1 was
picked to play in this Charity Shield,” recalls
Coyne, "It was meant to be a trial. but it was
tougher than anything I'd played in my life

"1 remember standing out on the wing and
the Souths supporters were abusing the heck
out of me. | thought: "What am 1 doing here?’

“The scary part is that 1 wasnt even
plaving Arst grade that vear . . . 1 was In the
under-215! When it came to Charity Shield,
there was always plenty of feeling, and it
never changess.”

It hias now been 20 years since the concept
was borm to give players some much-needed
miatch fitness, with proceeds from the
gnnual contest shared between St Gearge
hospizal and Inner-city counterparts.

5T CEORGE 9 (Rod Reddy try;
o Grant 3 goals) defeated
SOUTHS T (Mark Ross try; Tony

tries; Baker 3, John Eambas goals)
defeated 5T GEDRGE 6 (Steve Morris | 2.8 ky Walford, Brian Johnston trhies;

try; Gearln goal) at Redfern Oval, | ‘Walford & goals) defeated SOUTHS 14

And it's a wise, almost ironic, choice, becanse
there have been enough blood and thunder
clashes to fill the western wing at South
Sydney hospital with Charity Shield victims,

Just ask Gary Hambly. In the first
encounter at Redfern Owal in 1981, the
Souths forward had his contact lens
distodged 1 an all-in brawl. What was
supposed fo be an innocuous, regulation
trial metamorphosed into a battleground
where arguably the code’s two greatest clubs
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| signalled the re-emergence of rupghy laag

7 - 5T GEORGE 28 [Glenn Bu

shoved proud traditions, history and {
intense rivalry in each other’s face
Colourful Rabbitohs great Mario Feney
sims it up succingtly when he says: “It's 2t
.. butit’s mot a-trial”, And so it seems, Tn 199
the Charity Shield — which has traditional

after the summer months— attractad & bump
crowd of 28,310 at the SF5, while the foltowi
vear almost 20,000 tumed up

This year, Aussie Stadium (formerly the S
will not have a vacant seat for the first tin
sitioe the 1997 ART srand final as fang fock
see Jouths have their flrst genuine hit-o
since being axed from the NRL two years ag

The teams will even be playing for a trop]

a remarkable scenario for a macch whi
has no hearing on either cluh’s title prospec

*“The Charity Shield was established for a go
cause, hut as the concept evolved players
longer saw it a5 a trial. Tt became symbalic of ¢
great traditions, respect and rivalry betwe
Souths and 5t George,” explains Fenech

“In 4 lot of trials ¥ou tend 10 go throug
the motions and hope not ta get injured, b
when it came to Charity Shield, we we
abways fair dinkum, and we wanted to wir

Acearding to Fenech, the Rabbito

Paul Raberts, Charlie Saab tries;
Mark on 4 goals) defeated
GEORGE 16 |{Michael Beattie, Philli

Meliose 2 goals) at Redfern Oval,
February 13. Crowd: 10,980,

5T GEORGE 28 (Steve Casey
eve Gearin 2, Graema Wynn
Gearin 4 poals) defeated

SOUTHS 10 (Tony Rampling. Ren
Stewart tries; Tony Melrose goal) at
Rediern Oval, February 12.

1984 - SO0UTHS 24 (Nell Baker 2,
lﬂu‘k P{mhe George Longhottom

March 10, Crowd: 8,365,

| - 5T GEDRGE 10 {Gragme Wynn,
Brian Johnston tries; Paul Morris goal)
defeated SOUTHS 8 (Terry Murphy try;
Neil Baker 2 poals) at Redfern Oval,
March 10. Crowd: 8,022,

1986 - 5T GEORGE 12 |5tephen
Funm-ll try; Michael 0'Ceannor 4
goals) defeated SOUTHS 0 at Redfern
(al, February 15,

EIG LEAGUE 2002 » CHARITY SHIELD

| [Mark Ross, Brad Webb, Phil Blake
| tries: Meil Baker goal) at Redfemn
| ‘Oval, February 7.

B - SOUTHS 30 (Paul Roherts 2,
Bruce Longhottom 2, Brett Ross, lan
Roberts tries; Mark Ellison 2 goals)
defeated ST GEORGE & (Brad Mackay
try; Ricky Walford goal) at Redfern
Oval, February 20.

SOUTHS 20 (Graham Lyons,

Duke tries; Ricky Walford 4 goals) a
Sydney Football Stadivm, February
25. Crowd: 10,491,

1990 - SOUTHS 10 (Ross Hamingto
Bruce Longbotbom tries; Mark Ellisc
goal) drew with ST GEDRGE 10 (Ric
falford try; Walford 3 goals) at
Sydney Football Stadium, February !

1991 - SOUTHS 16 [Bill Noke,
Darren Maroon, Craig Coleman Iriey




