John F. Kennedy Middle PTA Meeting Minutes

September 8, 2008 – Kennedy Library


CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order by Marcia Kearns at 7:33am
No additions to the agenda.

Attendees: Marcia Kearns, Barbara Pollek, Dale Pollek, Mandie Law, Rany Prambs, Penny Beeston, Matangi Rajamani, Priya Desan, Susan Jezyk, Marc Kulla, Russ Ottey, Kim Rennak, Karen Liwamoto, Marilyn Choy, Cecilia Wong, Jinny Fruin, Theresa Chen, Emilie Ho, Nadine Carlton, Jainahth Nafar, Vandana Malik, Lisa Bates, Louisa Luk-Mui, Ed Quevedo, Britta Sinks, Loy Oppus-Moe,Renuka Krishnan, and Lorinda Rodrigues

Everyone present made introductions. 

MINUTES
Motion to approve the June 2, 2008 minutes was made by Matangi Rajamani, seconded by Barbara Pollek, and posted without modification

TREASURER’S REPORT
Mandie Law presented the Treasurer’s report for Sabita Balachandran.  The end of last year (6/30/08) showed a balance of approximately $25,173. The payments are mostly for graduation expenses. A motion was made by Susan Jezyk to ratify the payments, second by Lorinda Rodrigues and carried unanimously. 
The 2008-2009 proposed budget is based on last year’s Income and Expense Report. Adjustments made from last year’s budget includes the removal of the News & Views line item, they are now sent electronically, a line item was added for the 6th grade socials and the “Go Green” club.
A motion to accept the budget was made by Matangi Rajamani, seconded by Emilie Ho. 

Total Cash on Hand as of 05/31/08: 
$ 24,488.41
Receipts:

	Savings Account Interest
	$
	1.37

	Graduation DVD receipts
	$
	4,568.00

	ESCRIPT
	$
	268.00

	Void ck #1471
	$
	59.71

	Matching donation
	$
	155.84


Total Receipts: $ 5,052.97

Distributions:
	Check #
	Distribution
	Account
	
	Amount

	1523
	Katrin Wheeler
	Graduation
	$
	(11.45)

	1524
	Marcia Kearns
	Graduation
	$
	(40.88)

	1525
	Linda Hurtado
	Graduation
	$
	(119.38)

	1526
	Judy Alberts
	Graduation
	$
	(24.74)

	1527
	Sumedha Sheriekar
	Graduation
	$
	(35.97)

	1528
	Carl Piplick
	Graduation
	$
	(124.00)

	1529
	Kennedy Middle School
	Library
	$
	(1,354.37)

	1530
	Vicki Headley
	Graduation
	$
	(232.22)

	1531
	Kennedy Middle School
	Graduation
	$
	(87.16)

	1532
	Sound in Motion
	Graduation
	$
	(200.00)

	1533
	Emergency Preparedness
	Emergency Prep
	$
	(1,185.70)

	1534
	Kay La Plain
	Graduation
	$
	(147.70)

	1535
	Judy Alberts
	Graduation
	$
	(34.90)

	1536
	Linda Hurtado
	Graduation
	$
	(158.75)

	1537
	Kathy Hsu
	Graduation
	$
	(26.47)

	1538
	Pam Siu
	Graduation
	$
	(33.49)

	1539
	Jennifer Louie
	Graduation
	$
	(67.81)

	1540
	Lizbeth Nastari
	Graduation
	$
	(59.00)

	1541
	Pei Lee
	Graduation
	$
	(20.63)

	1542
	Gita Shankar
	Graduation
	$
	(21.63)

	1543
	Archana Kumar
	Graduation
	$
	(5.74)

	1544
	Anita Jha
	Graduation
	$
	(12.71)

	1545
	Lisa Szelong
	Replacement for Ck # 1471
	$
	(59.71)

	1546
	Ravi Donthi
	Graduation
	$
	(303.15)


Total Distributions: $ (4,367.56)

Total Cash on Hand as of 6/30/2008
$ 25,173.82
Bank Accounts

Checking Account (as of 06/30/08)
$ 16,416.37

Savings Account (as of 06/30/08)
$ 10,000.00

PayPal (as of 06/30/08)
-

Less Outstanding Checks
$ (1,242.55)
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1,242.55

Add Deposit not shown on bank stmt
$0.00

Total Cash on Hand as of 06/30/08
$ 25,173.82

AUDITOR’S REPORT
Mandie Law examined the financial records and found them to be correct. A motion to adopt the audit was made by Susan Jezyk, seconded by Lorinda Rodrigues and carried unanimously.
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
•  A delicious big Thank You from the entire staff to the PTA and hospitality chairs Marilyn Choy and Karen Iwamoto for the staff welcome back luncheon on August 20.  The Beijing Olympic theme was fantastic and so was the food. Also special thanks to Isabel Rodriguez and all the turn-in day helpers on our major fundraiser ….the magazine drive.

•  Current - 6th grade 412 students, 7th grade 410 students, 8th grade 474 students.  Total school population of 1309 students.

•  Teachers & staff new to Kennedy this year include: Carrie Gehringer (7th grade language arts), Chris Taheri (8th grade history), Cathy Stokes (7th grade science), Grace La (resource), Janette Monsanto (special ed), Ying Jin (mandarin), Sonia Zutshi (instructional aide) and Mya Lane (1:1 aide).  Therese Schneck will be returning for the first half of the year in 8th grade language arts for Jackie Armor who will teach the second half of the year.

•  “E”News & Views: The monthly News & Views will be published on-line this year.  To sign up simply go to the Kennedy website and click on the News & Views link.  You can have the News & Views sent to four different email addresses and of course it is always available at the Kennedy website. 
•  API : Kennedy’s API went up fourteen points from 957 to 971.  The overall district API also rose – 930 to 941. Every school in the district is above the 800 level that designates a high performing school with 19 of the 24 schools above the 900 level.

•  Curriculum Night was Thursday August 28th 

•  Magazine Drive Assembly was Friday August 29 and broadcast into classrooms.

•  Zero Tolerance Assemblies with deputies Pete Robinson &our newest NRO Rocky Roberts were Tuesday August 26th.

•  Student photos were taken on September 3rd & 4th.  New this year was the students receiving their school ID cards right when their photo was taken and they are solid plastic and will survive the washing.

•  Fall sports are underway.  Cross-country for boys and girls, boys volleyball and girls’ softball, games begin this week.

Coming Events
• The first 6th grade social and 7/8th grade dance is this Friday September 12th.   The 6th grade social is right after school and the dance is from 6:30 to 9:00 in the pavilion. We will again have three early (4:30-7:00) and three late (6:30-9:00) dances this year.

•  Friday September 19 is a Staff Learning Day – three-day weekend for students!

•  Kennedy will be hosting the exchange students from Toyokawa, Cupertino’s sister city.  Sixteen students will be here shadowing our 8th grade WEB students on September 22 & 23.

•  September 25 we will have our bicycle safety assemblies, Parking lots and before /after school traffic is going well.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Not too much new right now, with school just starting. Marcia encouraged everyone to fill out their membership and volunteer forms. Any questions or concerns feel free to send email.

COMMITTEE REPORTS/NEW BUSINESS:
Membership: The due date for directory information submission is Friday, September 12th. Membership paperwork is being compiled, so far less than half of the number of memberships compared to last year. Will send out a second request and will be extending the date on the directory. 

Reflections: Last year there were less than thirty applicants with 5 winners, two went to the state. This year the theme is “Wow!” Entry forms are in the office. There will be a morning announcement. The deadline is October 10th. 
Pasta Night: The time will be cut back to 8pm, last year serving was completed by then and it gives plenty of time to clean up. The committee will be using more electronic announcements. The online payment system has dramatically increased their fees, the committee is looking for a new vendor. With the higher cost of food, etc, the price of the event will be increasing. 

School Buses: A new parent asked about school buses. Basically, there is no funding. The city explored the possibility and found the cost would be very high. A suggestion was given to go through the directory, once received, and look for other folks in the neighborhood.
Correspondence: A lovely thank you note was received from Susan Marks for the opening day luncheon.
Magazine Drive: Have raised $35,000 so far, $30,000 Magazines, $3,000 direct donations, $2,000 online purchases and $700 in corporate matches. Two classrooms had approximately 50% participation. The next collection day will be September 11th. The funds are used for the different clubs and activities. 
Zero Period Question: Projected enrollment is done in Spring and those numbers give the number of FTE teachers which can be used. There are 4 PE zero period classes to give the eighth graders a second elective and one zero period leadership class. Advanced Orchestra is also taught during zero period. 

Additions to the Agenda:
Training at PTA meetings: There is a new online grade book being used this year. Parent Connect is being replaced. A training session will be done at an upcoming PTA meeting. Pete Robinson, the resource officer would like to know if PTA would be interested in internet safety training and/or a bicycle / vehicle safety training. These would be presented at the end or beginning of a PTA meeting.

Cougar Fest: The May dance is going to be more of a community building event. All three grades will be together. It will be held during the daytime and be possibly with the ice cream social. The kids will party right after school then it would lead into the ice cream social.
Teacher Requests: 
ALEKS: Last year a zero period program was started for students who were having problems with match. The teachers would like some subscriptions to the ALEKS program in order to purchase 85 subscriptions which would cover the 8th grade students and Special Ed children who need the program. It will be used in the classroom and also can be used at home to enhance learning. The students who will be participating are evaluated and recommended based on need.
A motion was made by Nadine Carlton to approve up to $3,000 for the ALEKS program from the Technology fund. The motion was second by Barbara Pollek and passed unanimously. 
Document Reader: A request was made by Kathy Stokes, 7th grade science, to purchase a piece of technology which can be placed on a book or paper to project the image onto the screen, thus eliminating overhead transparencies. This would be a pilot program to test the document reader to see if it would be useful in the classroom.
A motion was made by Matangi Rajamani to approve up to $500 for the overhead projector purchase from the Technology fund. The motion was second by Lorinda Rodrigues and passed unanimously.

Yearbook: The link has not been working even though the signs are up. It is expected to be ready soon.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10pm.
The next meeting is Monday, October 6, 2008 at 7:30pm in the library

Minutes prepared by Lorinda Rodrigues. 

