Special Olympics Team USA Policies and Procedures
Alcohol and Tobacco Policy
The Games Organizing Committee (GOC) for the 2005 World Winter Special Olympics Games has established the competition venues, housing facilities, ceremonies venues and Olympic Villages will be tobacco and alcohol free. The Special Olympics Team U.S.A. Management Team supports the GOC Policy.  Any member of the U.S.A. Delegation in violation of the GOC Tobacco and Alcohol Policy will face disciplinary action from the Special Olympics Team U.S.A. Management Team, which in an extreme case could result in the violating individual(s) being sent home at their US Programs expense.
It is important for all U.S.A. Delegation members to remember that you are representing the United States of America, 24/7, during the 2005 Games.  The Special Olympics Team U.S.A. Management Team expects that all members of the delegation will conduct themselves in a manner worthy of the honor of your selection as a delegation member at all times.  Any Delegation member discovered to have not acted in an the appropriate manner of Special Olympics Team U.S.A. will face disciplinary action from the Special Olympics Team U.S.A. Management Team, which in an extreme case could result in the violating individual(s) being sent home.

Athlete/Coach Removal from Delegation Procedures

Step 1.

The Management Team Directors will meet with the appropriate Management 



Team personnel, to discuss the issue(s) involving an identified athlete or coach.

Step 2.

The Management Team Directors will make a decision based on the available 



information.

Step 3.  
A Management Team Director (preferably a Program Director) will contact the U.S. Programs’ Executive Director to discuss and explain the situation.  This discussion will lead to a plan of action.

Step 4.  
If warranted after Step 3, plans will be made for the removal of the athlete/coach


from Special Olympics Team U.S.A.  All costs associated with this step are the responsibility of the specific U.S. Program.

Step 5.
If the athlete/coach is disqualified and/or removed from the Delegation, it is at the expense of the specific U.S. Program and under the Program’s direction.

Parents/Guardian Visits with Athletes Procedures

Parents/guardians may visit their child, who is a delegation member of Special Olympics Team U.S.A., at any time it is convenient for the athlete and their coaches (based on their competition and training schedule).  For the convenience of those involved, Special Olympics Team U.S.A. requests these arrangements try to be made at least 24 hours in advance, if at all possible.  Special Olympics Team U.S.A. requires that athletes not be taken from the delegation for family visits until after the Opening Ceremonies.  If parents/guardians wish to take their child from a Games Venue, Special Olympics Team U.S.A. requires the following procedures are followed:

1. Check with your child’s sport Head Coach for the child’s schedule during the time you plan to be away from the delegation;

2. If  no conflicts exist between the parents/guardians travel plans and their athlete’s competition schedule, the parents/guardians need to fully complete and sign the World Games Parent/Guardian Release Form;

3. The parents/guardians must submit the completed and signed Release Form to your child’s sport Head Coach for their approval and sign-off;

4. The sport Head Coach and the parents/guardians will determine together the best time and place for the athlete to be returned to the delegation based upon the athlete’s and sport team’s schedule; and

5. Sport Coaches will submit on a daily basis the Release Forms to their respective Head of Delegation for safekeeping.

Parents may take their child for extended travel, however, this may not be until after the Closing Ceremonies.  NOTE:  Special Olympics Team U.S.A. must be notified of this desire prior to the delegation’s departure to Japan.  A parent/guardian Release Form must be on file with the delegation prior to this occurring.

NOTE:  Due to the structure of the Host Town Program, there are no visitations during this segment of the trip.

NOTE:  Coaches are not permitted to leave their delegation duties for travel with family members.  All coaches have committed to stay with the delegation until returning to their home states.  Neglecting to do so puts the entire team at jeopardy in the case of an emergency.
