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Silas Kelly was born in Brooklyn, NY, the last of eight children (6 Boys, 2 Girls). Due to unfortunate circumstances, his family split up not to long after he was born.  Silas was placed in his first foster home sometime after his second birthday. This was a terribly cruel experience for Silas as he had to suffer at the hands of a very vicious female foster care-taker. Shortly after his 3rd Birthday Silas was placed in his second foster home as he was re-located from Brooklyn to Amityville, Long Island.  This would turn out to be his permanent home, the loving home, where he grew up. He was blessed with two wonderful Foster Parents, Oden and Ruth Cox, and was also reunited with Paul, the youngest of his older brothers and they grew up together. Silas attended school in Copiague, and excelled academically in elementary school, very frequently earning straight A’s and being placed on the honor roll.  In High School Silas attended BOCES-Wilson Tech, studying data processing, and Copiague High School the other half day during the 11th and 12th grade. Silas earned Second Honors twice during this time. After graduating, he attended SUNY-Cobleskill Ag & Tech College for a year and a half, majoring in Data Processing, but left school before graduating.  Silas spent several years in the food service industry as a cook.  He also spent quite a few years in the entertainment field as a Professional Mobile Disc-jockey and Master of Ceremonies for J.M. Entertainment and became the companies’ most requested performer. Later in his career, he was promoted to manager of operations, sales, and marketing for this     tri-state firm. Silas was recognized several times for his volunteer efforts with the “March of Dimes”.   

In September 1990, after a dark and stormy period in his life, Silas returned to Suffolk Community College to finish his Associate’s Degree. He majored in Broadcast Tele-communications and was very active in campus and community activities, serving a semester as Acting Public Affairs Director of the African-American Student Union, and two semesters as Vice-President. Silas worked with various youth groups, was requested for various public speaking appearances, and did an Independent Study project, producing an audio documentary on the subject of Foster Care in honor of his late Foster Mother, Ms. Ruth Alexandra Cox.  She was very instrumental in shaping his character and helping him to grow into the person he is today. Silas wrote a poem in her memory which and was very proud when it was published in “Lillith, the school’s female-oriented literary magazine.  He also wrote for the campus newspaper, was the Announcer for the Men’s Home Basketball games, and audio engineer for “The Suffolk Clipper”, the student-produced sports TV show.  In 1991, Silas was offered a full-time academic scholarship, and inducted into “Who’s Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges.” In 1992, he was also elected to the College’s Board of Trustees.  While serving his one-year term as Student Trustee, Silas worked hard to serve the students from all three campuses. He attended classes on the Selden and Brentwood campuses and appointed a Student-Liaison on the Riverhead Campus. Silas received the first-ever Director’s Award for Congeniality from the Selden campus, was recognized for “Outstanding Dedication” to the Western Student Senate, in Brentwood.  Silas graduated from Suffolk, “With Distinction” in 1993, earning a 3.5 G.P.A., while working 3 part-time jobs to support himself. One of those jobs was Board Operator and Public Affairs Producer/Host for “Where You Live”, a weekly public affairs show on radio station 107.1 WWHB, in Hampton Bays, NY, where he interviewed local, state, and national guests. The semester after graduating, Silas was invited by Suffolk Community College to be a featured speaker at a luncheon honoring County Legislator John Foley and State Senator Kenneth Lavalle for their efforts on behalf of the college.  
Silas continued his education at Brooklyn College, earning degrees in Broadcast-Journalism and Public Communications. He commuted from Bayshore during his first three years, very rarely missing any time or arriving late. Once again, he was very active on campus while excelling academically. While at Brooklyn College he worked for the College Radio Station, WBCR 590 AM, during the stations’ re-birth period, serving two years as News Director, creating a News Department. He also was Public Affairs Director for four years and created, produced, and hosted a one-hour public affairs program called “Viewpoints”.  Under his direction and leadership the program grew and became extremely popular. Silas also secured a Work-Study position in the Brooklyn College TV Center as a tech and production assistant. While at Brooklyn College, Silas was awarded nine academic/extra-curricular scholarships. These scholarships ranged from college-wide, to regional, to national. One of these, the Sam Levenson Memorial Scholarship Award, is the most prestigious one given out by the College’s Alumni Association.  In the Summer of 1995, Silas was one of ten students featured in the Brooklyn College Magazine for academic excellence, and was also recognized by the Academic Clubs Association for “Outstanding Service” to the Brooklyn College Community. During this time, Silas also worked with a group of students from the, Brooklyn College Academy, a local alternative High School for teens, teaching them basic radio production. The students then successfully produced a one hour talk show that was aired Borough-wide and city-wide.  He was requested at various functions to represent the college and speak publicly. Silas made Brooklyn College history in 1996, becoming the first African-American to hold the position of President and Station General Manager of WBCR 590 AM, moving the station into the digital age, upgrading the news department, and expanding the on-campus range of the station during his tenure. During his time at the college, Silas continued working various jobs to support himself.  In addition to his work-study position, Silas also worked at various part-time jobs such as the Morning Show Producer for 106.1 WBLI, in Patchogue and as News Production Assistant for 1010 WINS, NYC, and also as a counselor in the Mental Health field. He graduated in 1997 as a Member of the National Broadcasting Honor Society.
Upon graduation, Silas did news reporting for WBAI 99.5 FM for 2½ years and worked as a counselor for the Mentally Challenged for 4½ years. It was at the culmination of this time period, that Silas discovered one of his true passions -- teaching. In July 2000, he was hired at Katharine Gibbs School in Melville, LI.  Silas taught a variety of computer application courses as well as several business courses.  In 2001, Silas was one of three instructors chosen by the student population as “Educator of the Year”, and was also recognized for his “Outstanding Commitment to Teamwork”.  While teaching at Gibbs, Silas met his lovely future wife, Corinthia, another teacher at the school.  They were married in October 2002. In August 2003, they were blessed with a beautiful daughter, Ashia Ruth.  Silas is currently an active member of Zion Gospel Church in Copiague, NY, where he serves as their Audio/Recording and Sound Engineer. He also works with male youth both in the church and the community as well.  He currently is serving as the Media Coordinator/PR Director for a Non-Profit Community Volunteer organization called the Zion Institute Skill and Training Center. 
In February 2004, Silas was extremely excited to be hired by PEG (Premiere Education Group), a career-education focused company with several schools in the northeast. He was initially hired at the Branford Hall Career Institute school, in Bohemia, as their COT/COS (Computerized Office Technology/Office Skills) Instructor. Shortly thereafter, he was re-assigned to teach computer and communications skills to Medical Assistant students during the day at Suburban Technical School, PEG’s Hempstead campus, while continuing to teach computer concepts, word processing, and medical typing to medical assistant students, and Microsoft Excel, to medical billing students in Bohemia at night.  On May 8, 2006, Silas and his Wife were blessed with their second daughter, Zenzele Silisa. In August of 2007, Silas began teaching a revamped communications course in Hempstead.  Silas was asked to instruct students in understanding the concepts of success in this class as a prelude to developing strong communication skills.  Silas also was asked to incorporate a career development component into the class to better prepare students for the job search phase on their path to success.   In September of 2007 Silas and his Wife celebrated the birth of their third daughter, Uchenna Tina.  In November of last year, a request was put in to have Silas teach the night students at Hempstead, so they would also be able to benefit from his inspirational teaching style.  His style won him recognition as “Suburban Tech Instructor of The Year – 2007.   
Silas believes that he must tell his story about his life's journey. He believes that because of what he has been through, because of what he has survived that he has a responsibility, a mission, a calling to share. It is his sincere hope and belief that his triumph’s over tragedy's, can and will inspire others to stand tall in the face of adversity, and above all to never give in, never doubt that they can overcome their challenges, shortcomings, and defeats. They must know and believe that that they will win.
