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TIME





CULTURAL CHARACTERISTICS





MIDWEST


MOUND BUILDERS





ADENA


HOPEWELL


MISSISSIPPIANS





1000 BCE


700 BCE-ACE 500


ACE 900 - 1500





BUILT MOUNDS TO HONOR THE DEAD


STRONG LEADERS LIKE THE GREAT SUN WHO COULD ORGANIZE WORKERS


TRADED WITH DISTANCE NATIVE GROUPS


MADE ORNAMENTS OF COPPER AND MICA





DESERT





HOHOKAM





ANASAZI





100 BCE





ACE 900-1200





DUG IRRIGATION CANALS; BUILT BOTH PIT AND ADOBE HOUSES, FARMERS & PLAYED BALL GAMES ON LARGE COURTS SIMILAR TO BASKETBALL/SOCCER


LIVED IN PUEBLOS SEVERAL STORIES HIGH; ALSO CLIFF DWELLINGS


DISAPPEARED AFTER A DROUGHT





FAR NORTH





INUIT


ALEUTS


ESKIMOS





3000 BCE TO


THE PRESENT





LIVED IN TENTS, PIT HOUSES AND IGLOOS DEPENDING ON THE SEASON


USED WHALE OIL TO HEAT, LIGHT AND COOK


HUNTERS AND FISHING, BELIEVED THAT EACH ANIMAL HAD A SPIRIT


MADE USE OF EVERYTHING IN THEIR ENVIROMENT





WEST





NORTHWEST HAIDA, NOOTKA








INTERMOUNTAIN


UTE, SHOSHONE





UNKNOWN





UNKNOWN





USED CEDAR WOOD FOR MANY ITEMS: HOMES, BASKETS AND CLOTHING


HELD POTLATCHES TO SHARE WEALTH; MANY FISHERMEN


USED LARGE 70’ CANOES; TOTEM POLES FOR RELIGION AND HISTORY





DUE TO LACK OF NATURAL RESOURCES, SPENT MUCH OF THEIR TIME SEARCHING FOR FOOD; OFTEN WERE NOMADIC.





SOUTHWEST





PUEBLOS








NAVAJOS





1000-1600





�1300-PRESENT





SECRET SOCIETIES TO PLEASE THE SPIRITS OF RAIN & THE GROWTH OF CROPS


LIVED IN VILLAGES; WOMEN OWNED LAND AND FAMILY LINES TRACED THROUGH


WOMEN’S FAMILY; FARMERS


HUNTERS AND GATHERERS; LEARNED TO FARM FROM PUEBLOS; LIVED IN HOGANS; BELIEVED IN THE EARTH SURFACE PEOPLE AND THE HOLY PEOPLE








GREAT PLAINS





NEZ PERCE, CROW, CHEYENE, DAKOTA, MANDAN





1000- PRESENT





MOSTLY NOMADS ESPECIALLY AFTER THE INTRODUCTION OF HORSES; SOME FARMING, BUT BUFFALO MANY SOURCE OF FOOD, CLOTHING AND SHELTER. BUILT PIT HOUSES WITH SOD ROOFS.  RULED BY A COUNCIL USUALLY LED BY A CHIEF WHO WAS THE BEST HUNTER.  SOME HAD SEVERAL CHIEF—ONE FOR HUNTING, FARMING OR WAR





SOUTHEAST





NATCHEZ





1500-PRESENT





DESCENDANTS OF MOUND BUILDERS; FARMERS AND HUNTERS-DEER; HAD A CALENDAR DIVIDED INTO 13 MONTHS; MEN & WOMEN SHARED WORKLOAD;


WORSHIPPED THE SUN GOD; DIVIDED INTO SOCIAL CLASSES: GREAT SUN; NOBLES; HONORED PEOPLE; & STINKARDS; EACH MALE WAR REQUIRED TO MARRY DOWN A SOCIAL CLASS SO THE DESCENDANTS OF THE UPPER CLASSES WOULD BECOME A STINKARD.





EASTERN WOODLANDS





HURON, ALGONQUIN & IROQUOIS





1500-1900





IROQUOIS MOST POWERFUL; LIVED IN LONG HOUSES OWNED BY THE WOMEN; WOMEN WERE IN CHARGES OF MOST OF THE SOCIETY; MOSTLY FARMERS, BUT ALSO DID HUNTING; FORMED THE LEAGUE OF THE IROQUOIS TO STOP WARS; PRATICED A KIND OF DEMOCRACY—WOMEN CHOSE ALL LEADERS.





CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA





MAYAS





1000 BCE





LIVED IN MEXICO; GREAT CITIES; PICTOGRAPHS; STONE PYRAMIDS; SOCIAL CLASS





AZTECS





1200-1700





MEXICO; MOST POWERFUL EMPIRE IN AMERICA BEFORE THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPEANS; HUGE CITIES; GREAT ENGINEERS & ACCURATE CALENDARS; VERY WAR-LIKE CONQUER OTHER GROUPS: ENSLAVING AND SACRIFICED PRISONERS OF WAR.





INCAS





1400-1700





PERU; LARGEST EMPIRE; WELL-ORGANIZED; FAIR TO CONQUERED GROUPS; GREAT ENGINNEERS—ROADS AND BRIDGES. MOSTLY FARMERS-USED TERRACES; USED MANY MEDICINES THAT LESSENED PAIN & PERFORMED SURGERY.








