THE SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL SUDIES TASK
THIRD QUARTER RESEARCH PROJECT

PERSAUSIVE ESSAY

HISTORIC FIGURES AND TURNING POINTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY

DUE: MARCH 5, 2004

ESSAY:
Each student is to choose one historical figure who had a major impact on a turning point in American history between the years 1607 and 1865.  Once a topic is chosen and approved, each student should read and conduct research on his/her topic and develop a thesis statement that will demonstrate the impact the chosen person had on American history. A thesis statement is the position a student takes attempting to prove to the reader that the topic had a significant impact on American history. A thesis statement should be a sentence that can be argued. A thesis statement stakes a strong position or point of view on the topic. A good thesis statement allows the writer to take a “pro” perspective on the topic and the readers to take the “con” position. In short, a thesis statement should answer the question, “What is the point of the essay?”

CORE QUESTIONS:
What role did this person play in shaping a turning point event in American history? Why was this person’s role significant in shaping American history?

PROCEDURE:

1. Choose five potential individuals and a single event that defines each person’s contribution to American history.

2. Submit your main choice to your history teacher. Since only one person per class is allowed, each student should be prepared with a second or third choice if necessary.

3. Start your research by reading from at least two sources about your topic in order to examine the contributions of this individual to American history.

4. Create a thesis statement.

5. Research your topic. Find three to five sources that would support your thesis. You must have at least three secondary sources: one book or magazine; one internet source; and one encyclopedia article. If possible, find at least one additional primary source. Remember that a secondary source is written by authors who did not have first hand knowledge of the topic and person. A primary source is one in which the author was either involved with or witnessed the event.

6. Take notes on index card. This step is NOT optional. Be sure to limit yourself to one idea per card. Each card must contain the following: one idea that supports the thesis, the author of the source, the title of the book or article, the page number and other bibliographical information.

7. Write an outline of your essay. Include your thesis statement and at least three parenthetical notations as evidence that support the thesis.

8. Write a rough draft with parenthetical notations.

9. Complete a works cited page.
10. Hand in a typed final draft (two to four pages, 12 point font, one inch margins) with a title page and a works cited page using correct MLA format.
TIMELINE:

12/8/03: Task and Theme introduced.

12/9/03: Worksheet with five historic figures and events (potential topics) due.
12/12/03: Topic choice is due. 

1/5/04 to 1/7/04: Thesis statement is due.

1/28/04: Note cards and works cited page due. See checklist.

2/23/04 to 2/25/04: Outline of report is due. Outline should include: thesis, main idea for each paragraph, supporting details for each main idea, at least one parenthetical notation for each paragraph and works cited list. See checklist.

3/5/04: Final paper with works cited page is due. See rubric.
Name _____________________________________





Period ________

Worksheet: History Task. Choosing an important person and event that demonstrates a turning point in American history.

Using your text book, identify the page number(s) that each person can be found and list his/her contribution to a turning point event in American history.

	NAME
	PAGE(S)
	TIME FRAME
	SIGNIFICANT EVENT

	Woodrow Wilson


	
	
	

	Susan B. Anthony

	
	
	

	Martin Luther King

	
	
	

	Nicola Sacco & 
Bartholomeo Vanzetti


	
	
	

	Alexander Graham Bell

	
	
	


Name _____________________________________





Period ________

Worksheet: History Task. Choosing an important person and event that demonstrates a turning point in American history.

Using the list provided or using names of your own choosing, complete the following chart to narrow your choices for the history task. Using your text book, identify the page number(s) that each person can be found and list his/her contribution to a turning point event in American history.

	NAME
	PAGE(S)
	TIME FRAME
	SIGNIFICANT EVENT

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


