Rubric for Revolution Essay.

Student: ___________________________________________________
Teacher:  Mr. Kelley

Period: ________  Date: _______________

Title:  Was the American Revolution a Revolution?

Prompt: Students will write a persuasive essay that takes a position on whether the American Revolution was, indeed, a revolution.

Standards: New Standards for English-Language Arts, E2e.  National  History Standards 2 and 3 for Era 3.

	Performance Element
	Exceeds Standard:  3 Pts.
	Meets Standard: 2 Pts.
	Nearly Meets Standard: 1 Pt.
	Off Standard: 0 Pts.
	Total Points

	Introduction and Thesis
	Clearly and thoroughly 

Introduced the topic. Thesis is obvious and engaging.
	Focused on the purpose of the essay. Thesis statement is obvious.
	There is some attempt at focusing on the topic. Thesis is difficult to indentify.
	Little or random focus. No thesis statement.
	

	Organization and use of Transitions
	Careful, suitable organization.  Five paragraphs using excellent transitions.  Outstanding example of a historical narrative:  a beginning, middle and end.
	Five paragraphs with transitional words.  Logically organized.  Evidence of a historical narrative: a beginning, middle and end.
	Fewer than five paragraphs and/or poorly written paragraphs.  Lacks proper transition. Unclear as to a beginning, middle and end.
	Random or weak organization. Less than four paragraphs. No transition used.


	

	Historical Content
	Thesis is supported with significant and accurate historical detail, evidence and facts.
	There is some evidence of thesis support.  Uses historical details, evidence and facts appropriately.  Excludes extraneous & inappropriate information. Minor errors of historical fact. 
	Little evidence of historical facts and details that support the thesis. Some extraneous and inappropriate information. Three or more errors in historical facts.
	Many historical errors. Statements do not support thesis.
	

	Use of Definitions and Comparisons
	Each paragraphs contains two or more comparisons and definitions that effectively support the thesis.
	Each paragraph contains one comparison. Definitions of terms are present.
	There is an attempt at some comparison, but they are unclear and/or incorrectly stated. Few definitions are present.
	No comparisons or definitions are used.
	

	Mechanics
	Exhibits correct spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, and grammar. Fewer than three errors.
	Generally exhibits correct spelling, punctuation, etc. that does not interfere with communication. Fewer than five errors
	Minor errors in punctuation, paragraphing, grammar and usage. More than five errors.
	Many errors in mechanics that interfere with communication.
	

	A+ = 14/15

A   =  13

A- =   12
	B+ =  11

B   =  10

B-  =   9
	C+  =  8

C    =  7

C-  =   6
	F  = 0 to 5
	TOTAL 

POINTS
	


