SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES TASK

TURNING POINTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY
NAME _____________________________________________________________

TEACHER (circle your teacher): Mr. Clegg, Mr. Crooks, or Mr. Kelley

Prompt:  Students will write a research report on a turning point in American history.

Standard: English Language Arts Standard E2a: Writing a report.  National History Standard 4: Conducting historical research. (Over for more details)

	Performance Element
	Exceeds Standard              (4 pts)
	Meets Standard                   (3 pts)
	Below Standard                   (2 pts)
	Off Standard  (1 pt)
	#

	Thesis statement and Introduction
	Depth and complexity of ideas supported by rich pertinent details
	Thesis statement is obvious. Shows evidence of idea development.
	Thesis is unclear; ideas are not developed.
	No thesis statement and/ or minimal idea development.
	

	Organization and use of Transitions.
	Careful and suitable organization; Excellent example of a historical narrative: a beginning, middle and end; more than five paragraphs; excellent transitions, which enhance readability and flow of the essay.
	Logical organization: evidence of a historical narrative: a beginning, a middle and an end. At least five paragraphs. Transitions create adequate readability and flow.
	Lapses in focus and/or coherence: unclear as to a beginning, middle and end.  Few transitions and/or poor use of transitions, which leads to a product that, is difficult to read.
	Random or weak organization. No transitions and/or transitions are poorly implemented.
	

	Historical Content.
	Covers topic in-depth with details & examples. Many historical questions formed. Answers five of the six historical questions: who, what, when, how, where and why. Thesis is supported with accurate evidence and facts.
	Historical question is apparent. Includes essential information. Thesis is supported with evidence that excludes extraneous and inappropriate information. 4 of 6 historical questions answered. Minor errors in historical facts.
	Lacks historical questions. Only 3 of 6 historical questions addressed. Little evidence of historical facts that would support the thesis. Some extraneous and inappropriate information.  More than three errors in historical fact.
	No questions formed. Historical evidence provided does not support thesis or there are many errors of historical fact.
	

	Paragraph and sentence structure.
	Each paragraph contains a topic sentence that clearly conveys the main idea.  Paragraphs are six to eight sentences long with a variety of sentence structure and length. Each paragraph has three or more relevant supporting details.
	Each paragraph contains a topic sentence that conveys the main idea and is supported by two relevant details. Paragraphs have at least five varied sentences.
	Main idea is evident but topic sentence is difficult to locate. Few supporting details and/or details are irrelevant. Fewer than five sentences.  Simplistic and/or awkward sentence structure.
	Little evidence of a main idea. No topic sentence. Paragraphs are not focused. Nor supporting details. Poor sentence structure.
	

	Annotated Bibliography/Works cited page & use of Parenthetical references.
	Data obtained from a variety of relevant sources, including at least one primary source if possible. Six or more sources.  Well-written & informative annotations. No MLA errors in format and correct use of parenthetical references.
	Obtained historical data from not less than three relevant sources, which indicate ample research. Annotations enhance bibliography. Fewer than two MLA errors. Parenthetical references consistently used.
	Only one or two sources and/or the sources were irrelevant. Annotations shed little light on the value of sources. Poor MLA format. Few parenthetical references.
	No bibliography and/or no annotations. Does not follow MLA format. No parenthetical references.
	

	Mechanics
	No more than three grammar errors. Complete control of sentence complexity (spelling, punctuation, capitalization etc.)
	Fewer than five errors in grammar or sentence complexity (spelling, punctuation, capitalization etc.)
	More than five errors in grammar and/or format.
	Many errors in grammar, spelling etc.
	


THE SEVENTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES TASK WILL MEET THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS:

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS WRITING STANDARD FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL.  THIS STANDARD IS E2a.



THE STUDENT PRODUCES A REPORT THAT:



- ENGAGES THE READER BY ESTABLISHING A CONTEXT, CREATING A PERSONA, AND OTHER WISE DEVELOPING READER INTEREST



- DEVELOPS A CONTROLLING IDEA THAT CONVEYS A PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUBJECT



- CREATES AN ORGANIZING STRUCTURE APPROPRIATE TO PURPOSE, AUDIENCE, ANDCONTEXT



- INCLUDES APPROPRIATE FACTS AND DETAILS WHILE EXCLUDING EXTRANEOUS AND INAPPROPRIATE INFORMATION

- USES A RANGE OF APPROPRIATE STRATEGIES, SUCH AS PROVIDING FACTS AND DETAILS, DESCRIBING OR ANALYZING THE SUBJECT, NARRATING A RELEVANT ANECDOTE,  COMPARING AND CONTRASTING, NAMING AND EXPLAINING BENEFITS OR LIMITATIONS



- PROVIDES A SENSE OF CLOSURE TO THE WRITING.

IN ADDITION, THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL MEET THE NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR HISTORY.  THE STUDENT WILL, DEPENDING UPON THE TOPIC CHOSEN, MEET NATIONAL UNITED STATES HISTORY STANDARDS FOR ERA 2 THROUGH 5.   SPECIFICALLY STANDARD 4 :  CONDUCTING HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND THE RHODE ISLAND CIM STANDARDS.


NATIONAL HISTORY STANDARD 4: THE STUDENT CONDUCTS HISTORICAL RESEARCH.



THE STUDENT IS ABLE TO:

-FORMULATE HISTORICAL QUESTIONS FROM ENCOUNTERS WITH HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, LETTERS, DIARIES, ARTIFACTS, PHOTOS, HISTORICAL SITES, ART, ARCHITECTURE AND OTHER RECORDS FROM THE PAST.

-OBTAIN HISTORICAL DATA FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES, INCLUDING LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 
COLLECTIONS, JOURNALS, DIARIES, NEWSPAPERS AND THE LIKE; DOCUMENTARY FILMS, CENSUSES, TAX RECORDS CITY DIRECTORIES, STATISTICAL COMPILATIONS AND ECONOMIC INDICATORS.

-INTERROGATE HISTORICAL DATA BY UNCOVERING THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CONTEXT IN WHICH IT WAS CREATED; DETECTING AND EVALUATING BIAS, DISTORTION AND PROPAGANDA BY OMISSION, SUPPRESSION OR INVENTION OF FACTS.

-SUPPORT INTERPRETATION WITH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE IN ORDER TO CONSTRUCT CLOSELY REASONED ARGUMENTS RATHER THAN FACILE OPINIONS.

RHODE ISLAND SKILLS COMMISSION, CERTIFICATE OF INITIAL MASTERY STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL  STUDIES/HISTORY

 STANDARDS 2, 3 AND 4.


THE STUDENT IS ABLE TO:


-USE OF HISTORICAL DATA, GATHER, ORGANIZES AND EXAMINES HISTORICAL DATA.

-ANALYSIS & INTERPRETATION, EVALUATED AND INTERPRETS A VARIETY OF HISTORICAL DATA INCLUDING PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES.

-DEVELOP HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE OF A MAJOR EVENT WHILE IDENTIFYING MAJOR ISSUES, PROBLEMS AND DECISION MAKING IN REGARDS TO THESE HISTORICAL EVENTS, ERAS 2-5.
