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The Revolutionary War

Narrated by Charles Kuralt.  A CBS news journalist for many years whose true love was to tell stories of American culture and lifestyle.  He past away recently.

Volume I

We have the power to began the world again.  A situation similar to the present has not happened since the days of Noah until now.  The birthday of a new world is at hand.











Thomas Paine 1775

What empire were the Americans?

What were some of the reasons that made the Americans fight in this war?

What we meant by going for those Redcoats was that we have always governed ourselves and we always meant to.  They didn’t mean we should.



Militia Captain 1775

Battle of Lexington and Concord (April 19, 1775)

General Thomas Gage sends his soldiers to ______________________ to seize and destroy all military stores. (muskets, cannons and gunpowder.)

Two lanterns in the Old North Church meant the British soldiers would leave Boston by ______ and not _____________.

The rider who warned the people of Massachusetts was _____________________________ and ______________.  (One was captured the other made it to Concord)

“The regulars are OUT!!!”  “The Redcoats are coming”  Why didn’t they say, “THE BRITISH ARE COMING!”?

LEXINGTON GREEN

Lt, Colonel Francis Smith is the British commander during the Battles of Lexington and Concord

Lt. Jesse Audear.  Led British regulars into the Green of Lexington.

Captain Parker led the American militia.  80 “Stand your ground.  Don’t fire unless fired upon.  But if they mean to have a war let it began here.”

Major John Pitcairn  “Lay down your arms!”




“You rebels disperse.  Damn you disperse!”

A shot rings out.  No one knows who fired the shot.  The bonds of friendship are ended.


One British soldier is killed.  British soldiers charge with bayonets and ignore officers


8 men are dead and 9 are wounded American minutemen.

CONCORD

8am the British regulars reach the town of Concord.  The British destroy a small amount of armaments. (guns, gunpowder, etc..)

American militiamen see a fire in Concord and believe the British are burning the town. (The British are destroying the armaments NOT the town.)  The Americans move to stop the fire that they believe will destroy their town and attack British soldiers at the North Bridge in Concord.

2 Americans are killed.

4 of 8 British officers are wounded and 3 British soldiers are kicked.  

The British regulars retreat.

The Strategic Withdrawal back to Boston (The British Retreat)

American militia takes protection behind trees and stone fences fire on the British.  

Are the American tactics (method of fighting) disgraceful?  Is it fair?

Lord Percy –1,000 man relief column reinforces

3,000 American militiamen have gathered and fired at the British.

Were the British tactics (method of fighting) intelligent or foolish?

Lord Percy – “Whoever looks upon them as an irregular mob will find himself much mistaken.  They have men among them that know what they are very much about.  For my part, I never believed they would attack the kings troops and have the perseverance they showed yesterday.”

What was the impact of the Battles of Lexington and Concord?

20,000 American militiamen have arrived.

The BRITISH REDCOATS

What is a British Redcoat?  Lobster backs? (pig)

How was the discipline of a Redcoat?

REASONS FOR WAR

What were the problems Britain faced in the 1760s?

Money paid to the government - __________________________.

1763 – closing of the ______________ angered many colonists who wanted land for their farms 

and their dreams of economic prosperity - The Proclamation of 1763

1765 - _______________ Act – every piece of paper was taxed.  (cards, newspapers, etc…)

The lawmaking body of Britain was called _____________________.

Edmund Burke (a member of the British Parliament)

“Do you understand who these peoples are?  These people they are bold humans.  The One thing that these people have is they have been raised in tradition of English independence and English autonomy.  They snuff the approach of tyranny in every breath they breathe.  In every breath they take the snuff tyranny.”

The Boston Massacre  March 5, 1770

The Redcoats fire and kill _______ Americans.

Samuel Adams calls the event the Boston Massacre.

Samuel Adams – describe him?

Dec 16th 1773 – Colonists in Boston take action against the tax on tea.  The Boston ______ Party

destroyed _______ (342) chests of tea by dumping them in the harbor.  The Americans dressed as _______________________. The punishment of Massachusetts by Parliament was harsh which other colonies feared will be done to them in the future.

PATRICK HENRY (of Virginia) – Speaks out against the intolerable acts (punishment of MA)

“The war is actually begun, why stand we here idle, is life so dear or peace so sweet as to purchased by the price of chain and slavery.  Forbid it almighty god.  I know not what course other may take but for me, give me liberty or give me death.”

BENEDICT ARNOLD

Describe him.

Why does he go to Ft. Ticonderoga?

Who are Ethan Allen and the Green Mountain Boys?

How many were killed in the capture of the fort?

Continental Congress

BUNKER HILL  June 16, 1775

The British are trapped in Boston.  4,000 British soldiers surrounded by 20,000 Americans.  The British are constantly spied upon by the Americans and cannot 

Americans move closer to Boston by building fortification on Bunker Hill.  What hill did they actually go to? _________________________

William Prescott – American commander (1000 militia) (brother-in-law of Thomas Gage)

Thomas Gage – British commander decides to launch a frontal assault against the Americans on 

Bunker Hill. (Breed’s Hill)  Chooses not to 

Dr. Joseph Warren – American who is a doctor and leader of Boston patriots.  Dies in the 

battle, shot in the back of the head.  (34 years of age)

British land 2,500 Redcoats.  Launch _____ assaults on the hill.


Appalling officer casualties (death or wounded) – 


Major Pitcairn is killed.  Four shots.


British - 40% casualties – 1000 men wounded or killed.


Americans – 


Americans are low on ammunition – “Wait to you see the white’s of their eyes.”

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

May 1775, meets in Philadelphia.  Men from the 13 colonies who meet to discuss the problems between America and Britain.

· John Hancock

· Ben Franklin

· Patrick Henry

· Samuel Adams

Action –


1. American militia outside of Boston is named the American Continental Army.


2. Currency – make money to pay for the cost of war. (inflation will cause problems 

quickly)


3. Commander of the American Continental Army.

George Washington

Describe him. (6’3” 225lbs while avg was 5’8” 150lbs)

How many battles did he fight prior to this new job? _____

What problems will he face as commander?


Fighting the best army in the war


Undisciplined army


Little ammo and few good weapons, no cannons


Poor leadership


Colonial leaders don’t get along.

Why do the Americans fight?  Liberty
British soldiers? Money

Battle of Quebec

Richard Montgomery leads an American army through New York to take control of Montreal and Quebec.  He captures Montreal and is joined by Benedict Arnold.

What colony does Benedict Arnold lead his men through to get to Canada? (along the Kennebec River) (leaves Sept 1775)

What type of problems does he face?


Ships fall apart. 
Cold


don’t know where they are going


Desertion

starvation

What happens to the American commander Richard Montgomery?

What happens to the Benedict Arnold?

Do the Americans take the city of Quebec?

426 Americans captured, 60 killed or wounded

18 British casualties

THOUGHTS TOWARD INDEPENDENCE

What are the Americans fighting for in 1775?  (after fight 9 months)


Reconciliation or Independence

Who is Thomas Paine?


Englishmen who writes Common Sense.  Loves to argue with people.  Fired from many 

jobs.  Was a tax collector.  Sponsored by Ben Franklin to go to America.


Suffered from the British class system

What is Common Sense? (Written anomonously.)


Dethrones the sacred institution of monarchy.


This is the most prosperous invention the devil ever set foot on the promotion of idolatry.  In England a king has little more to do than make wars, and give away places.  A pretty business indeed for a man to be allowed 800,000 for and worshipped into the bargain.


How many copies sold?  120,000 copies eventually half a million

What effects will this short pamphlet?


End monarchy


America is at war with England.

HENRY KNOX

25-year-old bookseller – best read American in the art of artillery

Proposes to go to Ft. Ticonderoga?  How many miles is the fort?  300  For what purpose? Cannons

Uses snow to his ad  59 cannons and mortars 120,000 lbs of equipment.

What will the cannons be used for?

Journey takes? 6 weeks

Where are the guns placed in March 5, 1776 ?

What is the result of these guns?  The British retreat, evacuate the city, the British have trashed the city

What did Washington lack to use these guns?  No gunpowder
Declaration of Independence

How many people did John Adams believe support the revolution?  One third







Against?
One third






Indifferent?
One third

Information on a ship from England warns of a great force being gathered by King George III.

Who proposes Independence in the Continental Congress?  Richard Henry Lee

How would independence aid the war effort?  Gain aid from foreign countries (England’s enemies especially – France and Spain)

Who was on the committee to write the document?  Ben Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson (33 yrs old)

Who was the main writer?  Thomas Jefferson

Whose words are used to help Jefferson?  George Mason and John Locke

What becomes the name of the nation the 13 colonies form?  The United States of America

What date did John Hancock sign this document? July 4, 1776

How many slave owners signed the document?  1/3

How many Catholics? 1

Who was excluded?  Women, blacks, Native Americans, and men without property

Americans held riotous celebrations – especially in New York.  Tear down statue of George III and melt it down to make 42,000 musket balls.

BATTLE OF LONG ISLAND (New York)

The largest force sets sail from England to destroy the rebellion. 

32,000 soldiers and 10,000 sailors,   8000 Hessians (best soldiers in the world) German 

mercenaries.  52 warships

Americans have 19,000 soldiers.  Short term recruits without training.  Poor officers.

Why would it be impossible for Washington to defend NY?  - no navy
- untrained army

What was a major error of the American leadership?  Fail to raconteur the ground.  

British strategy for the battle?  Circle around Americans through the Jamaican Pass





20,000 British versus 3,000 Americans

What was the result of the battle?  The Americans are crushed

What weapon was most feared by the Americans?  The bayonet

General William Sterling counterattacks – 5x the charge and five times driven back – buys time for Americans to retreat 

400 British casualties

1500 Americans casualties

Americans are nearly wiped out.  Trapped on Long Island.

General Howe delays attack.  (Fears another Bunker Hill)  Washington gathers boats and escapes with 10000 American soldiers to upper New York.

NATHAN HALE (24 year old school teacher)

Captured by the British in summer of 1776.

Betrayed by his own cousin, Samuel Hale.  Captured and sentenced to hanging.  

“If I had 10,000 lives, I would have given them all to my injured, bleeding country.”

“My only regret is that I have but one life to give to my country.”

INVASION BY CANADA

BENEDICT ARNOLD

Navy race on Lake Champlain – builds 15 ships

British build 25 more

Battle of ________ Island

Fights with a fury.  Aims guns personally b/c he lacks trained   One third of Americans are casualties.  Arnold loses most of his boats.  

The British retreat because it is now too cold.

THE CRISIS

Thomas Paine

These are the times that try men’s soul.  The summer soldier and sunshine patriot will in this crisis shrink away from the service of his country.  He that stands in now deserves the love and thanks of men and women.  Tyranny like hell is not easily conquered.  Yet we have this conciliation with us that the harder the conflict the more glorious the triumph.

THE WINTER OF 1776 

Washington has 3,000 soldiers.  The army has retreated through all of New Jersey.  The British are strong and victorious.

The American army is about to disband because enlistments are up.  Washington needs a miracle.

Volume II

Winter Campaign of 1777 – Victory or Death!

War seems doomed after the Battle of Long Island and the loss of New York City.  Washington is chased by the British out of New Jersey is forced to cross the Delaware River into Pennsylvania.  The American Continental Army has dropped to 3,000 to 20,000 soldiers.  Washington is also faced with the problem that his soldiers are about to end their enlistments in a few days.  The Continental Congress calls for a day of pray to save the new country and its army.  All seems lost for the Americans and they NEED a VICTORY.

Trenton

Colonel Johanna Raul has placed his three Hessian regiments of 1,5000 soldiers here in southern New Jersey.  Washington has decided to attempt a surprise attack upon this British garrison of soldiers.  

Crossing the Delaware

Washington crosses the frozen Delaware River on the Christmas night of December 25, 1776.  The American army makes the difficult crossing by 3:00 AM and then marched nine miles to arrive at Trenton.

Battle

The Hessians had few soldiers on guard duty and were taken completely surprised.  The battle was over within 30 minutes.  The Americans took over 900 prisoners while losing only one American soldier killed and two wounded. (Washington’s nephew and James Monroe)

Raul

The Hessian commander was mortally wounded in the battle.  He had in his pocket a letter from an American loyalist, which warned of him of this attack.  He had not read the letter because he felt the details within the letter could wait until the morning.

SAVING THE ARMY

Washington after his victory pleads with his soldiers to extend their enlistment in the army.  He first offers a ten-dollar bonus but no soldier’s steps forward.  He then pleads to save their women, children and liberty.  One soldier steps forward and is followed by half the army.  The army is willing to extend their time for six weeks.

PRINCETON

British General Cornwallis rode out to New Jersey to crush Washington and his army.  He leads an army of 5,500 British regulars against the smaller American force.

Cornwallis is able to maneuver Washington into a difficult position with the only escape to cross back over the Delaware River.  The river, however, was impassable.  Cornwallis states the night before his attack against Washington, “The old fox (Washington) is safe now, we’ll go to bag him in the morning.”  Cornwallis can see Washington’s campfires and his soldiers that night and believes the rebellion will be crushed tomorrow with another American defeat.

Escape

Washington secretly withdraws his army passed the British.  The Americans set decoy fires and muffled their wagons and at the dead of night escaped.

Battle

A British regiment sent to reinforce Cornwallis attacked the American army.  The British charged with bayonets and the Americans fled.

The Day is SAVED!

Washington rushes to the front of the American forces that are running away.  He orders them to face the British again while riding a horse only 30 yards away from the British army.  The Americans rally and turn the on the British.  Within 45 minutes, the Americans win the field and the town of Princeton falls to the Americans.  

What is the impact of the American victories of Trenton and Princeton?


Morale


Recovery of NJ for a recruiting ground

DIVIDE AND CONQUER – The British Campaigns of 1777

Johnny Burgoyne 

54-year-old British general who boasts in London in the winter of 1776-77 that he will crush the rebellion with in a year.  (Bets 50 guineas = 4 year private’s pay)

Burgoyne’s Plan 

3 Pronged Attack on the colony New York with the goal of dividing the colonies from in two separate parts.  The goal is to have the 3 forces meet at the city of Albany near the Hudson River.


1. Main force from Canada led by Burgoyne (11,000 person force)


2. Colonel St. Leger with British regulars, loyalist militia, and Native American Allies 

will strike east from the Great Lakes towards the Hudson River.


3. General Howe will head north from New York City 

St. Leger

Siege of Fort Skylark – The British lay siege to the 750 American continentals that hold the fort.

The Americans are able to hold up and wait for reinforcements.

Battle of Oriskany

The Americans led by Nicholas Herkimer send 800 militia to reinforce the fort.  Native Americans led by Joseph Brant attack them.  The hand-to-hand combat is fierce and many are killed on both sides.  The Native Americans lose many chiefs and the supplies & treasure are lost during the battle.   Herkimer is wounded and has himself propped on a tree, takes a pipe, and orders the battle. The Americans continue to the fort.  Herkimer later dies due to the error of the surgeon when his leg is amputated.

Benedict Arnold

The Americans send a second force of one thousand Continental soldiers to reinforce the fort led by Benedict Arnold.  Rather than using force, Benedict attempts trickery.  He sends a mildly retarded person to the British allies of Native Americans with the story of a huge force that will crush them.  The Native Americans desert Colonel St. Leger who is forced to give up the siege and return towards the Great Lakes.

Burgoyne

Fort Ticonderoga – British capture the most important fort in North America without firing a 

shot.  His force travels the first 100 miles within a few weeks.

Instead of following the rivers and the lakes towards Albany, he heads into the woods and must make a road, which becomes a slow process.  He slows to less than a mile a day and his supplies are quickly used up.

Battle of Bennington

The British send Hessians soldiers to Vermont to get supplies.  Colonel Stark leads American militia against these Hessians and defeats them.  The Hessians lose 200 men killed and 700 are taken prisoner.  Burgoyne has lost ten percent of his soldiers.

William Howe Waits

Spring 1777 William Howe moves slowly waits for reinforcements

Where will Howe go?

Aug 22 Chesapeake Bay 15,000 troops – ready to move

Washington follows him to protect Philadelphia

Marquis de Lafayette – young general that rides with Washington (like a son to him)

Brandywine Creek – Battle of Brandywine 

Washington is defending the river.  8 crossing points.  Washington must guard each other but must with enough force.  British find an unguarded ford and attack the American rear.  Howe has flanked the Americans.  The Americans fight.  Don’t flee like in Long Island.  A fierce battle erupts.  The Americans (1,300 casualties Lafayette is wounded, British take half of that amount) lose the battle.

Major Patrick Ferguson could have shot Washington as a sniper.

Philadelphia is lost to the British – Liberty Bell and Congress flees  Sept 26, 1777 Philadelphia flees

Germantown

Washington is reinforced.

The Americans attack.  The British are surprised while in the camp.  The British Light Infantry (the best) flee.  The Mansion.  (120 British flee into it)  The Americans delay and attempt to drive out the British.  The Americans lose momentum.  Fog falls.  Americans are confused and fire on one another.  The Americans panic and leave the field.

The French

Will the Americans stay the course?

The French see the defeat at Brandywine but in a few weeks are on the offensive again at Germantown.  Although a defeat, the French see that the Americans will not quit.

The Americans believe that with the help of the French the Revolution will be won.

Benjamin Franklin

Leads a propaganda campaign to persuade one monarchy to defeat another monarchy.  Uses wit, charm and writings.

Burgoyne and the Battle of Saratoga

Mid-September – only 40 miles from Albany from his objective but 

6,000 American army – Horatio Gates (the old midwife, granny Gates)  




- Daniel Morgan (tough VA fighter, 6’4”)  leads rifleman





(great shots)

September 19th Freeman’s Farm
– Morgan’s riflemen are ready to fight – the British advance on them 


3 hours – Gates does nothing, the British turn back Morgan’s advance


11 American regiments join Morgan


Morgan retreats to the woods – and uses the Indian tactics


700 men are British casualties (1/3 who fought that day)


Americans keep up a harassing into the night

Bemis Heights 

The British attempt to storm a strong American position

Benedict Arnold is relieved from command by Gates, Arnold is a pain in the neck

Arnold goes to the battle against orders, he leads a charge, has his horse shot under him and is shot in the leg

600 British casualties

John Henry resigns his commission after the carnage of the battle (Patrick Henry’s son)

Burgoyne Retreats

The Americans move to cut him off from his escape route back to Canada

The Village of Saratoga

Burgoyne surrenders on Oct 15, 1777

Oct 17th – Surrenders his army, he surrenders in his best uniform “The fortune of war has made me your prisoner.”  The British surrender their weapons.  The British march off with drums beating.  (5000 prisoners, 7 generals, dozen Parliamentary members)

The surrender shocks England

Lord North sits speechless for hours.

France and Spain are poised to strike.  Soon the American Revolution will be a world war.

A WAR WITHOUT END

Valley Forge, PA – December 1777-Feb 1778

10,000 Americans enter (one third are unfit for duty) – unclothed, no shoes, tents that provide no warmth, build huts from wood to keep warm

21 miles from Philadelphia (keep tabs) – without distractions he wants to build an army such as the British army, wants an army that can use the bayonet and capable withstanding the bayonet

Harsh Discipline –


Officer who stole was punished by having his sword broken over his head


Deserters – 100 lashes over days (very painful wound, surface scar that will last but keeps 

the person able fight)


Rules against sanitation – which was ignored often, peeing outside of the latrine meant a



Court martial

Conditions were awful


2000 men died while in camp


2000 deserted

Why did the others stay?

May of 1778, Americans hear that France has entered into an alliance with France.  Great morale boost.  The soldiers and population have a huge bounce.

Baron Von Steuben

Claims to have been a general to Frederick the Great

Asks for no rank or pay until he has proven himself

Is giving the job of Acting Inspector General

Could not speak English – could speak German, French and … (Italian?)

Teaches infantry tactics

He turns out to be an imposter (never more than a captain) Washington still promotes him to a Major General b/c he has performed a miracle

William Howe asks to be relieved in OCT 1777

General Henry Clinton – lacks in confidence in his self, ideally suited for second in command


Ordered to abandon Philadelphia b/c of the threat of a French fleet


3000 Loyalists and 2000 Hessians sail to NYC


The British Army plunders Philadelphia and marches towards NYC

Battle of Monmouth

Charles Lee – second in command is given the command to lead the Americans in the attack

· he wants to be the command in chief, has a very high opinion of himself

· Lee strikes with half the army

· The British counterattack twice and are repelled twice

· Lee gives confused orders that hurts the performance of the Americans

· Has missed Valley Forge and the 1777 campaigns – unfamiliar with the new army

Washington – is warned of the American retreat

· Washington charges ahead to the front 

· “Damn him!”, Washington said of Lee, Washington’s temper is unleashed on Lee

· Washington rallies the Americans – he is but 200 yards away from the British

· The American army holds against the British attack

The heat of the day – 100 degrees and humid

· men die of heat stroke

· Molly Pitcher (Mary Ludwig Hayes) takes the place of her dead husband, she is pregnant and is nearly killed, a cannon ball goes through her skirt

Clinton slips away from Washington at night 

The battle is a draw but the American Continental army has proved itself.

White Plains New York

Washington’s new headquarter.  The scene of his early defeats.  The shallow graves are exposed.

French soldiers begin to rive

Comte “DeStange” – the French admiral takes 12 weeks to cross the Atlantic and just misses sinking the British fleet that is fully loaded into NYC, the French fleet can not enter the narrow harbor of NY so an attack will be impossible, The French offer to help attack in RI

Rhode Island

The French turn to Rhode Island.  The French and Americans will attack together.

Paul Revere – commander of artillery

Alexander Hamilton – first command

General John Sullivan moves a day early and calls this move an insult to France.

20 British warships arrive from NY

The British and French ships attempt to gain position, and then a three-day gale arrives

The French retire to Boston, he refuses to give any aid to the Americans.

Hessians versus the First Rhode Island (120 Africans)

Four hours of battle – kill 5x as many as they lost

(5000 joined the Americans and the same number went to the British)

The Northerners – wanted to arm the Africans to help in the revolution, they could not afford to 

leave their farms for long period of times

The Southerners – feared the arming of the Africans b/c it may lead to revolutions

(1/20 of Washington soldiers were black and would be the last integrated American army till the Korean War)

The Battle for RI was a military setback and a huge blow to the Franco-American Alliance. (diplomatic blunder)  John Sullivan complains that the defeat was due to the French withdrawal to Boston.  Revives old wounds from the French and Indian War.

The French Fleet sails to the West Indies and with it Washington’s hope of a victory in 1778.

The WESTERN FRONTIER
Who will control the land past the Appalachian Mountains – Allegheny Mountains?

· The Native Americans supported the British because

· George Roger Clarks wants to attack the British forts on the Ohio River to prevent Indian raids supported the British

· Clark leads 175 frontiersmen set out 

· Difficult journey using rivers and forests – able to march in the most difficult terrain

· Take one fort at Kaskaskia without a shot or death

· Vincennes surrenders to Clark (French inhabitants) – Clark sends three soldiers

· Governor Hamilton retakes Vincennes 

· Clark goes to take back Vincennes – makes a difficult journey – winter, water, etc…

(17-day journey)

· divides his men to seem like more – and attacks them from many sides

· Governor Hamilton refuses to surrender and Clark can not take it

· Clark captures an Ottawa tribe group and executes them in full view of the British by tomahawks

· Hamilton surrenders 

Guerrilla Warfare (terror upon the population)

July 3, 1778 Wyoming Valley PA – 221 scalps and 1000 houses torched by the British and 

Native American raids

Nov 1778 Mohawk and Tory Rangers – MASSACRE – west of Albany, Cherry Valley NY


32 men and women and children are slaughtered – scalped and dismembered

Feb 1779 Washington orders the absolute destruction of the Native Americans settlements and all are to be captured

· 5000 soldiers 

· 40 Indian towns, fields and orchards are wiped out – 80% of the Seneca tribes villages are destroyed, the Six Nations of the Iroquois are forced to beg from the British for food 

· the Iroquois never recover

· Washington is known as “the town destroyer” – Seneca Chief Cornplanter confronts Washington years later

THE WEST INDIES

· economic riches in sugar

· Charles III of Spain (uncle) joins 1779 and Louis XVI of France (nephew)

NAVAL WAR among 3 European powers


270 British warships

American Navy has none at the beginning of the war

The Turtle – An American submarine – mission to place explosives under British ships but they are lined with copper and therefore the screw could not place the explosives aboard

The American navy was never more than 60 ships and accomplishes little except for one great hero of the American fleet

John Paul Jones  (the one exception) - (born John Paul)

· he murders a mutinous sailor and adds his last name to escape charges

· The French give him an old ship, he names it the “Bohmme Richard”
· Sept 23rd – HMS Serapis (50 gun warship) battle with Bohmme Richard

· 2 cannons aboard the American ship explode and 

· Americans board the HMS Serapis “Captain Richard Pearson”

· “I have not begun to fight”  - the British commander decides that Jones is nuts and surrenders, b/c he does not want to lose everything

· the British pull the colors off the ship, the Captain is forced to do it 

· each side loses 100 men about half their crew

Winter of 1779-80

· Hunger, leads to starvation – eat shoes and favorite pets

· Mutiny is talked about and the army may collapse

· 2 CT regiments retreat – an officer attempts to stop them is slashed with a bayonet, the soldiers then return to their bunks

The War in the SOUTH – a brutal Civil War

The Dark Days (1780)

America

5 years of war have been fought, Americans are becoming war weary, begin to think the war will 

never end and that the British Empire is too powerful

women ran farms and stores

children are growing up with out their fathers

farms and livestock deteriorate while men are absent

one dollar worth one penny

one lb of beef cost 15x what it did before the war

profiteering was rampant by many Americans (Benedict Arnold was one as did members of Congress)

British

The expense has doubled the debt 

The British begin a new plan by invading the South, where the Loyalists of the South will rise up

They believe that a small group of New Englanders had started the war

Charleston

100 ships and 8500 men go with Clinton 

Benjamin Lincoln is the American commander with about 5,400 plus defenders, he is a bad 

situation, he is blockaded and trapped by the British army via the land

Lincoln wants to withdraw but the Charleston leadership refuses

The British begin to open with cannon from the army and the navy

Lincoln surrenders – Clinton gives humiliating terms to the Americans – no flags and no bands 

are allowed

The worst American defeat until the surrender of Bataan

The Americans are packed into prison ships (one third will die)

POWS

18000 Americans are taken prisoner during the war (half die) – vermin and lice are eaten

More Americans die in prisons than on the battlefield

9000 British soldiers are taken – the Americans lack prisons and many just walk away from their captivity

Loyalists are treated very badly – they are kept in subterranean jails in NYC

Charles Cornwallis

Is in charge of the Southern Forces

A small rebel force is out

Tarleton (105 miles in a couple of days) – colonel Abram Buford – 300 Americans are wiped out by Tarleton (Americans surrender) – The British execute the Americans – Tarelton kills the man with the white flag personally – Tarleton’s Quarter “take no prisoners”

General Horatio Gates

Will be the new American commander in the South

Congress gives him the command as the “hero of Saratoga”

Battle of Camden

· Gates targets Camden SC

· orders a march through barren country of weary troops who have been defeated

· they are desperate and starved – they eat a stew made of hair powder

· molasses is given the night instead of rum that was promised Night Battle

· militia is on the left and center

· the right is led by the de Kalb leads the Continentals – DE and MD regiments

(MD is the best unit on the field – a crack unit)

· the militia is untrained and inexperienced, they flee when the British charge

· 2500 men run away (4/5 of the army)

· de Kalb leads the Continentals in a counterattack that drives the British back

· outnumbered 3 to 1, he continues the fight, hand to hand combat

· de Kalb is leading from the front, wounded several times he is finally bayoneted to death, upon his death the rest of the Americans flee

· Tarleton’s cavalry harries the Americans on their retreat

· Gates flees, he runs past his army and out of the state (180 miles in 3 and half days)

Lose 2 armies and suffer 2 huge defeats, the British seem to be winning, the Loyalists flock to the British, some Patriots switch sides, even a President of the Continental Congress, GA has more men in George III’s army than in G. Washington’s army

PARTISANS (Warfare changes in the South)

· a different kind of soldier, led by charismatic leaders

· British forces spread out to establish a chain of forts, they spread out from the city of Charleston northward, they can get food but not all military supplies locally

· The British set up lines of communication that provide needed supplies

· The Americans target these 

Thomas Sumnter “The Carolina Gamecock”


- after Charleston surrender, he goes to fight the British


- Tarleton burns his large estate, he had a large plantation

· raises his own army, fights a dozen battles

· He will wade in torrent of blood

William Davey – NC

· raises his own guerilla army

· at Charlotte – 150 men fights entire Cornwallis army to a standstill

· may have killed more men with his sword than any other American officer

Francis Marion “the Swamp Fox”

· 48 years old, 8months – the survival of the revolution in SC was pinned on him

· used deception, silence, and camouflage, used movement at night and in the woods and swamps

· leads small bands, some black and white, all poor

· never fought in the battles personally, but his troops bled the British white

· Tarelton is sent after him, who gives up in the swamps 

These Americans reinvent warfare in the Revolution.  They realize holding territory is not as important as hurting the enemy.

Brother against Brother

The battles in the South were more Americans against Americans than with the British.  You would be considered a tyrant unless you could kill your own brother.  Not fighting for king, country, or ideals BUT about revenge.

Southern Loyalists have had years of pent of rage – taxed, stolen land, and execution. 

- Newspapers publish recipes on how to torture (tar and feather)

- With the British behind them, their rage is unleashed.

- Burn houses and have women flee into the woods

Benedict Arnold

· commitment to the revolution, wants the trappings of power however

· had been wealthy prior to the war

· financed his own missions and Congress never repays him

· 39 years old, badly wounded in the left leg, a dashing figure

· Peggy Shipman (marries a Loyalist – father is a judge)

· Speculates in sugar textiles tea – things that are rare

· he is charge by the state of PA for abusing power, he is reprimanded by Washington reluctantly by letter

· he replies with a scathing letter

· Arnold begins the same week to negotiate with the enemy

Major John Andre

· old suitor of Peggy Shipman

· a gentleman, poet, 

WEST POINT 

· a key position being build by Washington, defends the Hudson River

· Arnold asks to be placed in charge by Washington

Demands

· general commission and 10,000 lbs sterling (200x salary of a laborer)

· Andre and Arnold meet in the woods

Andre is captured by 3 American thieves/soldiers

Washington was planning to visit West Point – offended that his host was not present

Washington finds the message of Arnold’s betrayal – Arnold escapes aboard the HMS Vulture

Peggy uses a hysterical fit to allow herself to escape

Andre is condemned by a court martial and ordered to be hanged


“I pray you bear witness that I died a brave man”

John Sullivan, Ethan Allen, Daniel Morgan had all been bribed but all refuse

Arnold becomes the most hated in America – he is hated so much because he was so admired at one point

New London CT he leads a raid as a British officer

Trimmers

· half America was indifferent to the war – favor the winning side

· Major Patrick Bulldog Ferguson – attempts to recruit to the British side

· Officer who could have shot Washington at the battle of Brandywine

· Inflames countryside by telling of a stories of Patriot atrocities

· 1100 Americans join him and he trains them to use the bayonet, dresses his soldiers in bright red uniforms

· moves him army in SC interior toward the mountains

· Ferguson moves against the Blue Ridge Mtns – surrender or be devastated – hang their leaders

· Over the Mountain Men head over the Mountains to attack Ferguson – refuse to allow him to attack them

Battle of King Mountain

· 1000 Americans with long rifles – dead shot “hot lead” “sweet lips”

· the Americans surround the mountain and move quietly

· British sentry see Americans to late to stop them from surrounding the British

· “here they are boys, shout like hell and fight like devils”  American colonel

· rifleman take cover and fill the air with bullets

· battle is fierce

· Loyalists realize that the high ground is a disadvantage

· Ferguson’s position is hopeless – refuses to surrender, cuts down all white flags 

· He attempts to escape – hit 7 times by riflemen 

· Tarleton’s Quarter was given, the Loyalists are massacred, 700 Loyalists were prison 150 are dead, 150 are mortally wounded (can’t be saved) – groan through the night

The news of Kings Mountain spread, Loyalists begin to fear fighting for the king, they begin to lay down their arms

A HARVEST OF VICTORY

Mutiny - Morristown

· a mutiny in the PA line, General Anthony Wayne – News Year Day 

· a quarter of the Continental army

· have not been paid for a year

· seize guns, gunpowder and intend to go to march on Philadelphia

· two officers wounded and one killed – head toward Philly

John Mason

· sent by Clinton to offer amnesty to those who switch sides to the British

· the mutineers were upset but not traitors

· Mason is captured and hanged by the mutineers as a spy

Congress 

· listen to their complaints and they agree they are correct

· two days of negotiation – 1,300 men given the right to leave or re-enlist

· most reenlist

New Jersey

· 200 soldiers mutiny and Washington responds quickly and harshly

· sends the army against them

· three sergeants are chosen and are shot by their own friends (by lot) (ordered to be part of the firing squad)

Chesapeake Bay

· 1200 British force led by General Arnold, move against Richmond

· Governor Jefferson delays in calling out the militia for three days – for no reason

· Richmond is defended by 200 men who flee, Arnold captures the city

Arnold asks an American what they would do if they ever captured:

“they would cut off the left leg wounded at the Battle of Saratoga and Quebec and bury it will full military honors, the rest of him they would hang by the neck till dead”

STALEMATE

· British and Americans have taken defensive position around NY

· No one has the strength to attack the other’s position 

Nathaniel Greene

· 1775 RI Quaker, renounces pacifism to fight in the revolution

· Wash favorite general, quartermaster at Valley Forge – saves the army from starving

· Given command of the south, he dreads the command

 
Southern Army

· 1500 men are part of the army, horrible conditions

· Half of men,

· 3 days of food

· Outnumbered 3 to 1

Greene’s plan

· Splits his force in two which is dangerous but he believes he has not choice

· 600 men west – Daniel Morgan

· 900 men east – led by Greene

· Greene is relying on the phantom units of the partisans

· The British can not move against him without exposing their lines of communication

· Greene can choose the ground he wants to fight

Cornwallis 

· Splits his army

· Tarleton is sent against Morgan

· Morgan allows him to chase him for several days

Battle of Cowpens 

· Could be the worst place to fight cavalry – but Morgan has chosen this on purpose

· Back to the river, the militia can’t flee, the field is open pasture

· Morgan instructs the militia to fire twice and then flee, do your job and that is all

· Morgan forms three lines (150 sharpshooters in front) – riflemen

· Militia fire twice next and then the Continentals are behind him

· When militia flee, Tarleton orders a charge and slams into the Continentals

· The American lines hold, Tarelton orders in the Highlander infantry

· The Americans fall back but it was a strategic withdrawal, the regulars turn and fire en masse on the British – it is devastating

· 30-35 minutes of battle, Morgan has smashed an elite British force

· 800 men are killed or captured, 90% of Tarleton’s force

Cornwallis moves his army out

· Cornwallis believes Morgan will move slowly but Morgan is moving quickly

· Cornwallis is moving to slowly, he converts his army into a light army and spends two days burning unnecessary equipment

· Greene says, “He is ours!”

· Greene retreats – backs up, wants to extend the British army

· Greene marches quickly to the Dan River in NC – commandeers the boats on the river, rest six hours every two days, march without shoes, cold February

· The Americans have no soldiers south of North Carolina, British have marched 200 miles, burned provisions for nothing – his army is exhausted

· Greene follows Cornwallis as he returns toward the coast, he shadows the army never allowing himself to be fight a battle with Cornwallis

· Green waits for reinforcements – has 4000 men but most are militia

Battle of Guilford Courthouse

· Cornwallis marches against him at this position

· British have 2000 veterans (about half the size of Greene’s army)

· Americans have 4000 men but most are unseasoned, he arranges his troops much like Morgan at Cowpens – militia in the front with the Continentals behind to provide support (shoot the first men to run!)

· The British attack in the early afternoon, the militia fire and see the British charge with fixed bayonets, the militia flee (NC militia)

· The VA militia fights next and battle for over an hour – deadly attrition

· The BR artillery moves up, fires over the heads of his own army

· Drastic measure that works, the Americans abandon the field 

500 British casualties (1/4 of the army) – huge loses

6 weeks after conquering the Carolina he abandons them – Cornwallis returns to the supplies in the VA

Greene has lost many battles but wins the campaigns

NY Stalemate

· 2 and half years of stalemate

· French has an army but no navy – General de Rochembeau

· De Grasse heads to America with a navy, the spare could spared 2 months from the Caribbean Sea and will not go into NYC

· Washington moves to the South to battle Cornwallis 8000 man army

YORKTOWN

Aug 19th – French and Americans head south – 400-mile march to VA

· No word from the French fleet but De Grasse is at the Chesapeake Bay

· Washington and Rochembeau begin to siege Cornwallis – largest siege ever in N.America, the cannons open up

· Fired a shell every minute around the clock, Cornwallis forced out

· British redoubts 9 and 10 are only obstacle – stormed at night by the French 9 and Alexander Hamilton leads against 10 – no bullets just bayonet are used to keep surprise

· The Purple Heart is given at Redoubt 10 

· The culminating moment when the redoubts are captured

· Cornwallis writes to Clinton – “My situation is hopeless.”

· Cornwallis surrenders – drummer boy begins to play signaling a surrender, a British officer appears with a white handkerchief, he is taken

· Cornwallis asks for a surrender, parole to Britain after surrender – Washington refuses, Americans are in prison since Charleston

· Washington demands unconditional surrender, after a few hours, Cornwallis does

· British act poorly grace – throw guns down, Cornwallis does not attend 

· British general attempts to surrender to Rochembeau, he refuses and points to Washington who refuses and gives the honor to Lincoln (SC)

· Lafayette says, “The play, sir, is over.”

· Lord North “Oh God, it is all over”

The World War

· King George III “When the shock is over, the men will find a way to carry on the war”

· The British move against the French, Spanish and Dutch BUT not the Americans

· The British fight from Caribbean Sea, Med Sea, Indian and Pacific Ocean

· The British are victorious in the world war, George III fails to crush the colonial revolution but is victorious elsewhere

Loyalists

· 100,000 leave America, see themselves as victims and go to England and Canada

Sept 3, 1783 Treaty of Paris
· Ends war in America – England and US stop fighting

· 3rd world defeats a 1st world power

Washington leaves his Officers


Henry Knox is first to approach – embraces Washington with tears, no one speaks


A scene of sorrow – they will miss him greatly after 8 years of war

What happened to them?

Henry Knox becomes the next Commander in Chief and becomes the first 

Nathaniel Greene - is in debt from financing much of his war expenses and that of his army, he 

Leaves RI and is given a plantation by the state of GA– dies a year later of heat stroke

Thomas Paine – dies at 72 impoverished and forgotten, alcoholic

George III – reigns another 28 years, his son fights the War of 1812, suffers insanity, the only 

Defeat under his reign will be the lost of the 13 American colonies

Cornwallis – becomes governor general of India and a distinguished career, not blamed for the 

Defeat at Yorktown

Benedict Arnold – dies a broken outcast man, four sons become officers in British army

Franklin – 82 years old, lobbies for the Constitution, against the notion of the Presidency

Marquis de Lafayette – returns to France, writes the preamble of the French Constitution

T.Jefferson – only frees 5 of his 150 slaves “All men are created equal”

J.Adams – die on the same day on July 4, 1826 (50th Anniversary &TJ)

Joseph Plum Martin dies 89 and survives on a soldiers pension

George Washington – wants to retire to Mt. Vernon

· Many doubt he would retire, power is hard to give up

· Washington wants to be seen as a man of peace, sword in left hand not used in portraits

· Citizen-farmer and soldier gives up power to be home for Christmas

· 67 years old dies, father of the country, childless
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