Reformed Worship


June 24, 2002

Nasty midterm given on Monday.

closed book

Test from Book of Order

1-3 chapter on form of government

1-4 chapter of worship 

Focus on ch 2-3

Logic of exams is case studies

Assumes:

1. basic knowledge of BOO

2. ability to apply them

Tomorow:

Read thru assignment a few times

Close book and then look at case study

BOO only required reading during class

Reading due at end of summer!

Give the titles of what we read and how much we have read

Write out a funeral:

they always come at terrible times

Final exam:

2 case studies (from previous ord exams)

Class Introductions
Teacher's comments

Music
Should function as one of the elements of worship

2. Prayer

3. Proclamation of word of God

4. Part of our response or obedience


confession of sin


self offering


declaration of faith

Biblical Framework for Worship
Gen 4:23-26

First place where people encounter worship language

"At that tme people began to invoke the name of the LORD"

invoke: to call upon

vs.23

Why would lamech say this?

The father killed the son.

Eradicated the son.  

Destroyed the entire lineage for provoking the Father

Where could this prayer be used today?

Palestine

Afghanistan...

Worship always begins with God

God asked Cain and Abel for the sacrifices

Who is the worship leader of the church?


God!!! (reformed worship answer)

Gen 12:1-8: Story of Abram

v7:

canaanites, Land, altar

No music, no sermon, yet there is worship

Abram periodically builds an altar and that is the worship

If God is giving the land to Abram,

Abram responding by giving the land back to God

Solomons Temple

This is God's place, God lives here

Jerusalem is where God was


that is where God was making the covenant come true

Core of worship is some act of where god is at

Pentecostal and orthodox services:

heaven comes down to earth

Catholic:

eucharist

a different miracle

bread and wine become the body of Jesus

Who is Present and what are they doing?

The most important question we can ask at worship service

Ritual
We do have rituals in the reformed church

It is Formalized behavior (like we don't have that!)

greetings

holding hands at end of service

We Meet JC when:

Word of christ read aloud

Word Proclaimed

Sacraments

Isaiah 1:1-20
Justice, what we hear about in Gen 4

What is most clear is what god does not want in worship

God destroyed his own place of worship!

People kept their money in the temple

Twice Roman soldiers came to the temple demanding the treausures to finance their wars and twice the chief priest stood his ground and turned down the soldier without fail.  Told the soldiers that they and all their soldiers (about 100,000) would die if they entered the temple

Jeremiah 7:1-20
God is being robbed of worship

Look at vv 5,6 and consider the people's view today of foreigners and the politics involved.

Mark 11:12-25
side note:

The temple had spikes throughout its roof to keep the pigeons off.

The money changers prevented the people from buying sacrifices with coins with another god on it.

Note v 17:

Who is being robbed of what?

God is being robbed

God is being robbed of the nations which can not sacrifice to him!

Nations are being robbed of access to God

fig tree a symbol for the nation of Israel

It withers to its roots meaning there will not be a nation left

Matt 21:12-22
Diff from prior vv:

Who is being robbed of what?:

Justice is not being done to the weak

Story of deacon who made Spam salad for homeless and jobless

Luke 19:41-48
no money changers

Who is being robbed of what:

Jews being robbed of their Messiah

God for being recognized as Lord

Temple is about to be taken away

God is being robbed of peace (v 42).

Great myth in the protetant church is that children do not want to sit through a 20 minute sermon and adults do!

Look at the cars on sunday morning at your church;

would the poor feel welcome?

Amazing Grace
Written by a slave trader and a murderer

Saved a couple of times

Finally became a preacher

Grace was constant and did not give up

This song is a proclamation (has some response undertones)

John 2:13-22
This is the 2nd thing Jesus does verses one of the last in the Synoptics

Jesus drives them all out of the temple


Again, he stops the passover festival

sheeps and cattle mentioned and not doves

calls the temple a marketplace

market place is unclean

the temple of the body (21) a brand new idea

about the glory of God

Psalm 82

v 1. narrator

v 2-4. God is speaking to the gods

The "gods" in the psalm are the gods that people worshipped other than GOD

all the divine beings throughout history assigned to ruling the earth

v 3: a lot like isaiah and jeremiah

v 5: spoken to the people who are hearing the psalm


perhaps the narrator turns to face the people when reading

What are the foundations of the earth?

Justice and righteousness

v 6-7: The "I" is God.  God calls them gods

Sovereigny of God is so great, that these beings would not be called gods unless God permitted it.

v 8: Could be narrator speaking, could be people of the world

Jesus is the son of God

What Does God Want in Worship?

Accessibility

Deaf

Single Parents

Diversity of all kinds

24/7

To be focused on Christ

Love for God and all others

unity

What Do People Want in worship?
Not discussed in class today.

How does this stuff which is common to all xians get refracted toward christians.

This is not just presby stuff but, criticisms for all denominations

John 10
Fahed Abu-Akel (Aboo okle)

New Moderator for PCUSA
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Song: Meet Us
Hear us, Lord, when we call you

Meet us in this place

We've gathered here because we love you

Meet us in this place

Oh, how we long to be with You

You are our joy and our crown

And we take delight in Your presence

Oh how we love you

Oh how we love   you

Class discussed the theology of the above song:

God should be calling us to Him

3rd line should read "We've gathered here because You love us."

Song very "west coast"

Traditional reformed theology you are engaged through your mind

This song tugs at our feelings

Presbys tend to be very well educated

Reformed spirituality tends to be very rational

People tend to discount their feelings

when you put your faith in Jesus Christ, whether you feel something or not, something has changed.

Rom 12:1

Present yourselves as living sacrifices ... reasonable service (look at Greek)

"Presby worship is worship for the clapping impaired"

Clapping
W.1.3034

Everything we have should be directed at God

Entertainment, however, is inherently idolotrous because it focuses on us and not God

If we are clapping are we entertaining?

When does the clapping become entertaining and leave worship?

Scenario:

35 minutes of music and then a ten minute sermon 

Music is followed by applause

How do we know if the clapping is worshipful or idolotrous?

· are entertainers applauding?

· is the entire service worshipful?

· did the musicians say "thank you"?

· how does the pastor handle or direct the applause/

The Celestine Prophecy

Extremely narcisistic

If we entertain people in church then we are feeding their narcisism.

And our west coast culture is extremely narcisistic!!!

Scenes From Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon
Looking for forms of worship
Is the sword symbolic for:

the word of God

things of the world?

Repentance:

giving away the sword and

Self Offering

Meditation and being raised above something and being tranformed

Rom 1:8

what can be known about God has been known forever

We are made to worship God

Atheism is an acquired taste, it's not natural

It is natural for humans to worship something

2000 years of church worship
Acts 18:

paul preaches at 2 synogogues, one right next to the other

One Jewish, and one the new Christian Way

Services for both would have included:

Reading from prophets, torah, Psalms

Blessings, Comments

Would have been difficult to tell which synagogue worshipped Christ.

Fault Lines in the Christian Church
Time
I Cor 6:2

The new meeting day for worship is the first day of the week: sunday, the day on which Jesus was raised

Remember Abram, worship is building the stone altar, the day does not matter

On mt. Sanai, god gave us a new sense of time, "remember the sabbath and keep it holy"

God gives us a new time and life is centered around worship

The New Creation gives order to time

Sense of space
we can meet God wherever body of Christ is assembled

Cornelious' dream:

Eating ham at Easter

How does that reflect onto the Jews?

Worship Orders Space

Worship Orders Time
Prayer

Pray without ceasing

How do we live our lives to pray without ceasing?

By the end of the 2nd C, a practice in the early church of fixed hours.

Clement chose 6 times per day

Tertulian intros practice of prayer at dawn, 3rd, 6th, 9th hour and nightfall

Continues to develop to end of 3rd C

Xian prays 7 times a day to mirror the 7 hours of crucifixion

Once a week the res of J transforms time

during the day we pray at 7 times because of the crucifixion transforming our lives

Benedictine Order (of prayer):

nocturns/vigil/matids - prayer in middle of night

Lauds - first light

Prime - Dawn

Terse - Mid morning (3 hours after dawn)

Sext - noon (6th hour after dawn)

Node - mid-afternoon (about 3pm)

Vespers

Compline - Bed

Year Cycle of Prayer:

Easter

Good Friday

Maundy-Thursday

Pentacost

Epihany

Christmas

This whole year process set up in the interest of the Worship Order of Time

Unless these days are commanded in Scripture, we should not do them

Maundy-thurs:

J said "do this in remembrance of me"

Good Friday:

No commandment was made

Think about our congregations today:

Does worship order time -or- does time order worship

Our culture is changing so that time does order worship

...Holydays => Holidays

Animals sacrificed so there was meat available and people ate it!

Break
BOO 

Preface

Read through the use of terminology

Chapter 1

Christ has given the congregation everything it needs G-1.1b

Memorize the Great ends of the Church!!!

Based on the understanding of the kingdom of God - right out of the words of Christ

G-1.0304(4)

"Truth is in order to do goodness."

It is not to guarantee goodness or to discipline

Example of gay and lesbian pastor who were not punished for their lifestyle

Chapter 2
G-2.0200

The confessional statements are subordinate to Scripture

G-2.0500

(1) The election of people for God for service as well as salvation

(2) Covenant life...

covenant a big word here!

(3)  A faithful stewardship...

Ex of girl who sold Acura and gave half to missions committee

(4) The recognition...

Forms of idolotry:

narcisism

time

sex

Addictions

The American flag in the sanctuary

Chapter 3
G-3.01

Only the oppressed can bring about reconciliation

Where there's opression, both the opressed and the oppresor suffer

G-3.0200

(b) the new reality...

Break
Chapter 3 has some great stuff

Jews who believe in Christ call themselves "completed Jews"

What about Islamists who do the same thing?

_____

synod of Dort

5 affirmations for governing the church: TULIP

_____

Case Study #1 (original #1, Martin and Donna)

Very important to read the question and then answer the question:

You will not pass the Ord Exam if you do not do these things

Class Response
Life in Response to Grace => great place to begin

Response to:


Service


Expression of gratitude

Response is that we give our lives in service

Our obedience is a display of our gratitude (not a guarantee)

JC Gives us the xian life:

We are the people of God

we do not live xian life alone

we live in a covenant community

we bring X to others as part of that community

Dependant on God to be used as He wills

We are called to be faithfull evangelists

sharing the gospel

Hold up the great ends of the church

In fact, if all we discussed was the Great Ends of the Church, that would probably satisfy the question

#2 Question: 

Our answer needs to come back to the first list of things we had

There must be congruency between #1 and #2

What is essential for me to practice the Xian life?:

Respond to God (See how it reflects back?!)

Reading Bible Daily?:

how does it make you faithful?

Do I help in soup kitchen?:

There is a promotion of social righteousness
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PCUSA.org

General Assembly

Look for Hope in the Lord JC

download this and read it!

"Jesus Christ is the only savior and lord and all people areverywhere are called to place their faith in him."

Evangelism is a form of worship

Shadowlands and CS Lewis on Friday

Today: Funerals
Example of Ron's experience of his first funeral

Girl killed in auto accident with alcohol and sex involved.

note: we don't choose what experiences we get as pastors

Directory of worship

W-1.1001 If it is not trinitarian worship, it is not worship

Purpose of worship:

to praise god

service god

be equipped

W-1.1002

Without committment it is not a presbyterian form of worship

Worship always moves toward comittment and involvment

W-1.004

note: Word = Jesus; word = Scripture

(I snuck out to make phone call few minutes before break)

W-1.3000 Time Space and Matter

Midterm Stuff!!!

Who is resp for what?
W-1.4003

Session:

time

places

days

the way the santuary is decorated

Banners

hires music director

resp for those who lead worship

pays and hires them

Pastor:

Resp for five things:

1. Scripture passages to be read

2. Prep and preaching of a sermon

3. prayers offered

4. the music


5. the use of the arts

W-1.4006 Session and Pastor
read this paragraph!

W-1.4008
Pastor and session accountable to presbytery

Worship Reports
Bring first report to class on Monday

no minimum length required

Consider the following in worship reports:

Who is present?

What is happening?

How are they doing it?

Who is present?
God as triune God

loyalty and to what?

Children and disenfranchised

blind, lame, poor, opressed...

Covenantal community stuff

What is Happening?
Word being proclaimed and heard

Are people participating?

Call to response to;

justice

contrite heart

reconcilitation between

themselves and god

themselves and each other

righteousness

Confession of sin

if not, many are there to be entertained!

silence

Confession of sin and silence are the two things you can be sure of that are not a part of entertainment

How Are They Doing It?

As a covenant community?

the words of songs: I vs. We

words to be inclusive

Promises

people who are baptized make promises and the people make promises to them

Sacraments

How are these covenental?

the people who help out

are they of different ethnic and social classes as rep of the church?

Creeds

the universal church

Break
Elements of worship in Reformed Tradition:

The first 6 points of Chapter 2

1. Prayer

2. Scripture Read and Proclaimed

Make sure that the music reflects the cultures within the community

BOO Online
Baptism W-2.3

sign and seal

What is a sacrament?

An external sign of an internal reality

A sign is an expression of a visible representation of something that is true

we belong to christ

we are clothed in righteousness

Baptism is a sign of those truths

W-2.3004: Cognitive vs. Affective vs. Volitional

a. Faithfullness of God

b. washing away of sin

c. rebirth

d-g.

Each contain all three C.A.V.

One hour question on one of the sacraments

Know this stuff cold for the midterm!

W-2.3011b

We baptize people into a particular congregation

One becomes a member of the universal church when they join a particular congregation

No such thing as a lone ranger christian

Infants are listed on church roles and treated as members accept the right to vote or hold church office

People become full members of the church by confirmation

June 27, 2002

Sample prayer of confession:

Oh God, we need this place.  We have come to see you again  We want to hear your voice, but our vision is dimmed and our hearing dulled by our sin.  You know our hearts, and in this place of mercy, we are not afraid to bring out the darkness that is inside.

Father, we are quick to claim our place in the body of Christ, but we confess that we only love parts of the church,  We are quick to accuse, eager to divide, and we confuse suspicion too easily with discernment.  We are afraid to commit, reluctant to join, so we live alone together.  We take your gifts and claim them for ourselves and the people who are like us.  We stand weakened before the great evils of our day because we do not listen well, and we are afraid to trust.  

You gave us birth.  You nurture us with love and enfold us with grace.  Forgive our sin.  Give us the courage to become the people you have called us to be.  Amen.

CS Lewis: The purpose of words is to get beyond words

The assurance of pardon:

When we are ordained, we are given the power and authority to speak for God!

How does proclamation differ from teaching?

Proclamation is about Christ

Teaching tends to be wisdom and not gospel

Break
Chapter 2 is about the elements of worship

Chapter 3 is what we do with those thigns

key point:

W-3.1000

Beyond Scripture no single warrant for ordering worship exists

W-2.3009

One Baptism

Pay Attention to the follow ( it could appear on an ord exam )

Re-baptism?  NO

But saying no is not very pastoral

I john 4

We loved because God first loved us

without god we would not love, have faith, etc

Baptism is about God's faith to us, and not about our faith to God

What is baptism?

My response to God or God response to me?

When one person is baptised, the rest of the congregation should be reaffirming their vows

How do we eucate the congregation about the rules of baptism?

Ron says to tell stories.

Ron's story:

Ron baptized in a church in south la at a church that no longer exists

His dad the first man in 3 generations that not an alcoholic

Baptized at 1 year as Presby

ReBaptized in the Baptist church at 11 years

left the church and went off to college

partied big time

While baptizing a child he could remember back to his childhood

Break
(I came in 20 minutes late because I took a nap in my car!)

Group Project
My group did a mach baptism in front of the class.

Comments:

Utilize the "we" as opposed to the "I" when working with the congregation

Option of following tradition vs. making new traditions

June 28, 2002

Music: Lord I Lift Your Name on High

A Prayer:

Directed to God and not Jesus

Proclamation is directed at ourselves

Sacraments
Midterm
Answer objected questions on 

G1-3 and W 1-4

Fill in the blank

No Case Studies!

Baptism is once and for all

Lord's supper is done repeatedly

Both are signs and seals!

Catholic baptism washes away the stain of original sin

Reformed does not believe this

With baptism of adult repentance is in order

Not so with child because they do not understand

We receive the HS when we are baptised

NT has a mixture of times when the HS is received (for a later time)

The seal means that we are now part of the body of Christ (one meaning)

W-2.4003
Synonyms for Seal:

Assurance

Affirming of the reality and covenant of grace

Worship leader is God and our task is to make clear that the people understand that it is God working through the sacraments

Small Groups
Scenario:

Pators of large church in Texas

Enron News just came out

Sr officers of church with Enron

Communion Sunday

We have witnessed in the news and experienced in our personal lives of living in a world with no compassion for social righteousness.  Yet, our Lord is a Lord who unites us as a covenant community where we may participate together in the righoeousness of the act of Christ who brings us together as family.

As we gather around the Lord's Table today, our bond of unity is with Jesus Christ.  Reconcilitation with Christ compells reconciliation with one another.  Whatever divisions are between us, at the Lord's Table we are to actively seek to make peace with one another.  We join with the faithful in heaven and on earth, united with the church in every place in offering thanksgiving to the triune God.    

Funeral is a worship service!

It is a celebration of praising God

We are not about eulogizing individuals but to praise God.

It can be the hardest time in life to praise God!

Movie: Shadowlands

CS Lewis lost his mother at the age of 9

The Magician's Nephew is reflective of this pain

Look for the tension and pain in the movie

beauty can be deceiving because it too can hate!

theres nothing like dieing to make you feel that you are not in charge

everything we really need is just beyond our reach

i came alive when i started loving you

Pre-interview with family member of deceased

Young woman per older brother who died in a car wreck after falling asleep
Thanks her a lot during interview

What were you feeling at the time when you found out?

Where were you at the time?

What happened to the deceased?

What is your church?

Seeing the body made it real for the family member

Asked if other family members shared?

Asked for pictures or stories of the deceased

Asked about how many family members.

Names and ages

Asked about the pranks brother played

Kool-Aid in the shower head

Asked about interests


Football (What position did he play?)

What do other family members remember about Mike? (If you know)

Did you and your family members ever talk about God in all of this?

Discussed the frustration with the comments about this being "God's will"

His participation in church or church life

Young Life

Discussed the right and wrong feeling of Xianity

What did your brother look like?

Heighth, eye color, build

Did he like music?

What groups?

Let's talk about Memorial Service:

What hymms or Scripture would you like?

Is there anything you would like me to say about Mike or the Family?

A- Reassurance of meeting again and the joy he brought out

Is there anything you are uncomfortable with something that I may talk about.

Aftermath...
No specific set of questions for the family members

This example took 30-40 minutes

Real life can take up to a few hours or more

At one point we have to say thank you and wrap up the conversation

If you do it right you will get enough for the funeral and help comfort the family in the one conversation

Getting a narrative about the life of the person is not something that most pastors do.

The best thing we can do for people who are grieving is to talk to them about it.

We should talk to them as soon as possible

This is when the healing begins

One on one vs. Whole Family:

Prov prefers the entire family be present

Doing so allows you to use their words during the service.

Ask family members if they want to participate in teh funeral

Call them the day before and ask them again

This is family business so they set the rules for:

Who comes

Who speaks

Friends are invited guests

Relatives from far away:

Interview family asap

Pass number around for family members to call

Prefer to do the conversation in the home and not the office

joint calls not preferred

Listen to family with one ear and to God with the other

How far should you pursue certain avenues?...

People often come to Christ at funerals

People have never said no to the pastor's request to come over and have a conversation with the family

People have been resistant to certain questions...don't push!

If you are emotionally connected to the person who has passed...

You may choose not to do the funeral out of respect for a proper service

Sometimes it is good to come apart at a service.

July 1, 2002

Order of Funeral Service for Student's Brother
Witness to the Resurrection

1. Welcome/Greeting

2. Hymn "Be Still My Soul" (insert)

3. Psalm 23

4. Pastoral Prayer

5. Sermon: What Kind of Time is This?


Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

6. Congregational Hymn

7. Benediction

First line from Heidelberg Catechism

Prof gave Service he wrote specifically for this situation
Message

Focused on the reality of the grief

Finality of the situation

Gave specific people opportunity to speak in rememberance of Mike (deceased)

Moment of time in silence to say our final words to Mike

Ended moment of time in prayer

Offered/admitted no answers to question of death

Song with Piano

Mentioned "a time to heal"

Shared
Document from early Christian writing (though not in Scripture) 

"for I am absolutely convinced..." -words of Paul

Rev 21

God is Light

Benediction
Following song: Great is Thy Faithfulness

Q&A
Q-Euology meshed with sermon, is this your choice?

A-Brings people into part of the preaching of the Word

Q-Use of humor

A-Appropriate but real concern 


Be caution of certain families and NEVER use humor to cut another person down in worship

Q-"A time to hate" was dropped from the Scripture - Why?

A-There is nobody to hate here accept God

Nothing very Christian, even Jewish about this passage

Take the Creeds course to look for the pastoral language

Use this service for our funeral asignment

Place in bold the things that we bring to this service

Differences in culture difficult:

IE: getting sample stories from Asians more difficult

Flags:

Better a part of the memorial service

How to handle an open mic
Too many people:

Approach person just before they speak, place arm around them and announce that they will be the last speaker

Person beginning to babble with emotion:

Place arm around them and say, "thanks for your stories and time, is there anyone else who would like to comment..."

Grief (unexpected) => remembering => goodbye => anger

Thanksgiving(resolution) => love/healing(acceptance) => dissects gooddbye and arises at Faith

Call 584-5582 if I don't receive the email of funeral service

July 2, 2002

Weddings

Betrothal Vows

note:  Write down a few paragraphs of wedding experience after each service

Example of vows:

Brought forward students for example

Question goes to the groom first

Anything but a direct "no" is accepted: yeah, grunts, 

this is the most vulnerable and exposed people will feel in their lives

Think about two questions with the vows:

1. To whom is the promise being made?

2. Where is God in this vow?

Men tend to grunt and women tend to whisper

The questions are being asked by the pastor and therefore the answers are directed to the pastor!

What people or structure does the pastor symbolize?

The State

The church

God

Where is God in this ceremony?

He makes the ordinance

He is the One to Whom we make the promise

The Marriage Vow

I groom take you bride to be my lawfully wedded wife...

To whom is the answer of the question directed?


From the bride to groom and vice versa

note: rings normally do not fit because people are nervous and their fingers swell

Do not force the ring on; it could break a knuckle! -it's happened!

Idea: place ring over first knuckle, have recipient place the ring on the rest of the way

OR- place ring on pinky

note: No photography during ceremony.  It is worship.  Plus, the flash could cause a person to faint if they look into the flash.

The Ring Vow

With this ring I thee wed...

Promise to each other

After the first vow, all the promises to each other

Where is God in this vow?

In the name of the Triune God means that it is under God's authority.

God is in the center of this vow!

The couple is asking God to give them the power to keep the vow.

W-4.9002
Preparing for the Marriage

Presentation of the Bride:

The most patriarchal part of the ceremony

The woman does not have the right to give herself over to marriage.

A man with legal guardianship over her had to give her over to be married.

No longer practiced today, so the question of who gives the bride is tweeked a little.

"Who presents this person to be married?"

Often time, the entire family will stand

Sometimes, the question is simply cut out of the service.

Wedding is the celebration of the covenant community

Celebration of the Lord's Supper at the wedding needs approval of the session AND care should be taken that it is welcomed to all baptized

July 3, 2002

Suggested Readings
Leslie Newbigin. The Open Secret. Eedmans, 1995.

Donald Miller. Reinventing American Protestantism. 

Darrel Guder. Missional Church. Eerdmans, 1998.

Mel White. Stranger at the Gate. Simon and Schuster, 1999.

One of the most powerful narratives Profesor Ron is aware of

W-3.3506: Prayers
Read this section!

How we address depends on the traditional vs. contemporary service

Address the concerns in this BOO section

Write as though this Sunday, July 7th is the day for the prayer.  The experiences of the week proceeding.

Check the papers!

Call home and find out what's going on at my church this past week!

The terrorists death threats: whether or not something happens

As pastors we need to lift up the concerns and fears of the people

Prayer should be one page long and be able to be read in about 90 seconds

Needs to cover everything in this section

Direct and personal

Express out heart speaking to God's heart

Prof Ron wants to hear his place in this prayer

Looking for a sense of "God is really hear:

These are not just words but the Scripture has just been proclaimed, J is present"

Must transition into the Lord's Prayer

Name at top and whether or not prayer is for contemporary or traditional service

What we do in worship fundamentally structures life

Liturgy, from Greek or job, or ministry

Priests lead people in their work

Prophets help restructure the work of litergy when it gets a little wacky

We can be priests for others, but not for ourselves

Where our culture is going and where our church is going
http://www.gocn.org
Gospel and Our Culture Nework

http://www.easum.com
Ancient mission in contemporary world

Boosters (WWII Generation)

Loyalty expected

Church loyalty

Give money to churches - they are loyal!

Boomers (People born immediately after WWII up to the 60's)

Loyalty questioned

Church if it fits their cause 

ie: cause and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. story

Give money to church that is related to causes

I won't give to the Institution but I will give to raise money for a well through World Vision

I will give for the church's education program because I have kids

Gen X (born up to about mid 80's)

Loyalty, how is it earned?

Church - how will it help me?

Give money along personal relationships

ie: money from friends

I will give not because of the institution or the cause, but because I know you and support you

How do you bring these three together for tithing?

Ron's example of raising money and splitting it between the Institution, a well with  World Vision.

Boosters are Modern while Boosters and Gen X are Post-Modern

Modern
Unified Truth community

Post-Modern
truth (no capital 't')

truth is personal

tribalism

Preaching
Needs to bridge the gap

Need to contain stories

post-modern sees truth in narrative terms

Shame is a great preaching topic for the Post-Modern

'What was wrong with me that Daddy/Mommy left' a big question

Guilt and forgiveness works well with Modern

Listen to song vs. Listen to the same song with visuals before us
The visuals add a type of majesty

Pictures help to understand the words

Con: less work for the mind to do with the visuals

We are on the verge of how people learn

Like with the Gutenberg printing press first came out and everybody could have a book

Side-note:

Peerman Family staying at the Fuller Guest House lost their 17 year old son due to smoke inhilation of a fire yesterday.

July 4, 2002

No Class, a holiday!

July 5, 2002

Natural for young children to believe in God.

Pators have a "teaching time" with the session each meeting

Good opportunity to prepare the church against certain heresies such as innappropriate songs.

-ie: America the Beautiful on the 4th of July weekend

What does God expect in worship?

Justice (From Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Jesus)

Hope in the Lord Jesus Christ
We don't need a new confession right now

The GA's response to who Jesus is.

Begins with Scripture

Scripture is central

Refers to creeds

No new creeds because we need no new was

Nicene Creed

We are part of the universal church

If we talk about Jesus we must talk about him in Trinitarian terms

What kind of persuasion will we use to evangelize?

Guilt

Promise of the kingdom

Love

Presence of God/Justice

Blessing:

First thing we do as an ordained pastor!

A wish is a feeling that we would like something good to happen to someone else

A command is telling someone to get up.

A blessing falls inbetween the two.

Not a command but it is more than a wish

We are authorized to speak for God.

We are celbrating the power of God that has been confirmed in us thru our confirmation.

We can say things to people that will open their hearts, minds and their lives may never be the same again.

Fundamental meaning of blessing is to make someone happy.

Why do we bless the Thanksgiving turkey?

What's going to make it happy after all it's been through?

Write a blessing for the person we do the funeral for.

Some blessings don't feel good:

the call to repentance!

Blessing God?

We can make God happy and give Him joy!

Benediction: Latin for blessing

Supposed to be for God!

People today in great need for blessings!

Blessing not a prayer

We are not praying that God would do anything

Look people in the eyes and 
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