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Schedule for the Next Two Weeks

1. Orientation

2. The Church Grows

3. Paul

4. Paul and letters

5. Paul Advises the Churches

6. Evangelism and Worship

7. Diverse Beliefs and Practices

8. Jews and Christians - again

9. Currents and Cross-currects in the early church

10.Looking to the Future - Revelation

Note:
We need to read Acts-Revelation by end of course

Not a course on Paul

Letters of john, peter, revelations also!

Assignments: Two Written Works

1. Course Journal

Our reflections of a partiular topic

How has the topic been for me?

An entry for every day of class

Total of 10 entries -duh

A good journal will be done daily

Looking for:

· Date

· Subject of Class Meeting

· New things learned

· May not need this everyday

· Issues I need to learn more about

· New questions that come up

· How this relates to personal goals of course

· What will I do about it?

The above bullets do not need to be applied everyday.  But a decent guideline we can follow.

Reflect on the ideas and interact with them.  Do not simply summarize

Proff. doesn't care of we agree or disagree.  If we do disagree, write it down!

2. Research Paper

See syllabus

Share with a Fellow Student
Why Am I Doing This Course?

· What do I hope to get from it?

· What are my personal goals?

· What skills, knowledge, or experience am I bringing to it?

Group Project
3 people

A kind of art charades and telephone

1 person has drawing

2 person duplicates the drawing

3 person describes drawing to person 2 based on information from person

Things learned:

The message received is not always the message sent

Words may not always be the most useful medium of communication

Chinese Proverb:

"Those who do not Know the Village they have come from will never find the village they are looking for."

Facts on Bible

Bible in 2000+ languages, more than any other book

Many who take it seriously have never read it!

70% of Christians are not white

NT becoming popular in corporate world as a business model

How did one man change the world?

The New Testament as Scripture
Scripture goes beyond literary/historical context

We need a sense of continuity

Not the same as turning the clock back

To be authentic what we do and say today must link with the past

Bible is not the only focus of attention

Important

Not insulated from other aspects of xian life and practise

1. God's Story (missio dei)

Most important thing for a Christian

2. Bible Stories

Plenty of stuff went on that is not in the Bible

Way Roman Empire structured help the expansion of the early church but is not in the Bible

3. Personal Faith

Numbers 1-3 each overlap the other (like olympic circles)

The Settings
Much diversity throughout the books

macro
Documents of the early church

Micro
Historical/cultural:

ie: three different key cities; Rome, Greece, Jerusalem

Starts in rural settings and works toward bigger cities

Peter: had accent, moved on to Rome from his own rural setting

Religious Views:

Hellenism, Judaism, Orient

Worldviews:

Flat Earth, magic

Our worldview today obviously different

Social Issues:

Expectations people had of life

Peasant rural- economy

Home and family

Limited Horizons

Religion was central

Three Key Factors in Using NT Texts
1.  Faith, spirituality, worldview, temperament of its writers

2.  The purposes of God and the bible's place in them

Paul recognizes in Athens that God is already there

He accepts it

3.  Incarnational weakness and the Bible writers

Some xians frustrated because b not perfect

God came as a child when he could have come as an adult already knowing everything.

We must know who we are:

Knowing the bible starts with knowing who we are

Insofar as we understand ourselves is where we need to start

Accept who we are:

Be kind to ouselves and our culture

Engage in dialogue:

Be open, listen before we speak

We all have filters:

All information we receive gets filtered through our-

worldview

learning and experience

beliefs and attitudes

personality

Without previous understandng it is impossible to understand the 

Personal Factors Affecting Attitudes to Faith
· Ethnic / racial backgrounds

· Stage of life

· Gender

· Temperament

· Physical location

· Proff believes that theology like calvinism and charismatics are affected by the geography in which they are rooted

· Spiritual experience/expectations

· Mindset and worldview

Impact of Modernity on Christian Fatih

· Ways of knowing and what is worth knowing- Rationalism
· Materialistic attitudes to the mystical, numinous, supernatural- Materialism
We've been affected by the materialism today and enlightenment

· Fragmented approach to teh Bible and Theology - Reductionism
We assume that by fragmenting the Bible we can understand it.

If we can get it into the right bits, then we have something!

· Acceptanced of faith as part of the private world- Secularism
Historical-Critical Method
Objective Detachment
Historical context: 
what really happened?

Literary context: 
source, form, redaction

Textual context:

missed this...

The historical critical method:

"designed as a hermeneutical tool for the liberation from conservative prejudice and from the power of ecclesiastical and political institutions."

NT Studies in the Future:

Aiming for "political and religious renewal... inspired by the search for equality, freedom and justice... (in the) comprehenseive political perspective" of today's world.


-Helmant Koester. The Future of Early Christianity

Questions to ask ourselves:

What is the text saying?

What is its context?

Wahy is my context?

What is our context?

What baggage are you bringing to the NT?

What are its strengths and weaknesses?

What might objectivity be?
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Today's Aims and Objectives

· To understand the social cultural and historical context of life in the early church

· to id the factors that led to the rapid growth of the early church

· to explore the purpose of Luke in writing Acts and the nature of his story

The Greeks in Palestine
Alexander the Great 333-323BC

Took over from father, Phillip

Born in macedonia

Inherited kingdom

An evangelist

Greek ways seemed to be the best for him: philosphy, language, culture...

Upon his death his empire divided up

Same kind of policies were followed

Antiochus IV 'Epiphanes' 175-164 BC

Succesor of the person who got control of Palestine

Followed in Alexander's zeal for Greek things

Forced the Greek way vs. Alexander's relaxed way

Pulled a statue of Zeus

Ecouraged (to put it lightly) the jews to be more like Greeks

Buy pigs, participate in Olympic games

Olympic games caused a problem because the events were done in the nude.  The jewish men would be obviouos because they were the only ones who were circumcized

Maccabees 167-164 BC

Hasmoneans 

Connected with family name

Corrupted by their own power

Religious movements come into the picture here:

Pharisees, Essenes, et al.

Kind of protest movements

Under the Romans
Octavianus (Augustus) 43BC - 14AD

Tiberius 14-37

Gaius (Caligula) 37-41

Claudius 41-54

In 49 riots in Rome connected to arguments in jewish community about Christian faith

Jews banished in 49 as result

Church in Rome ended up growing

Nero 54-68

No too normal

Took sig dislike to christians and let jews back in

Lit driveway to his house by dipping Christians into tar and lighting them on fire

Toward end of his reign paul and peter executed

Vespasian 69-79

From time of Augustus Rome had impact in palestine

Significant Events and People
Pompey 63BC

Herod the Great 37-4BC

Person of Jewish ancestry (though not pure Jewish)

In one way he was liked because he was a Jewish person who liked doing things the Roman way

In other ways he was not accepted because he was not fully Jewish

Killed off a lot of his relatives who could take his throne

When he died nobody left who was sane enough to take over!

Those that did take up his kingdom were:

Archelaus 4BC-6AD

Philip 4BC-34AD

Antipas 4BC-39AD

Jewish War AD66-70

Titus AD70

Roman General who destroyed the temple and Jerusalem

Fall of Jerusalem

Had a huge impact on the Jews

Reflected in several NT books: ie. Revelations

Romans not christians for about 300 years

Although, very open to the religion in the Empire

All the Above
Plays a role in the writings of the New Testament

Circumcision:

Do you need to be Jewish to be a Christian?

Back to Some Characters in Palestinian Context
Pharisees
Emerged as a Protest movement after the dissapointment of the Maccabeean revolt

Kept with the Torah

Changed the rules to fit changing patterns of society

In today's terms they would be revisionists or left wingers

Added additions to OT Law

Importance of purity

Additional beliefs:

Life after death and spiritual world

Life after death not mentioned in the Hebrew Bible

Idea that God has a plan or that the Messiah is coming

This is very obvious in Romans

National Organization with local groups

About 6000 in time of Christ

A lay group: not professional "pharisees"

Not full time work or a job

Generally respected as good and pious people

Tried to stand apart from the political struggle

Predecessors of later rabbinic schools

Sadducees

Keeping the law

Traditional and conservative: no changes allowed

no prphets after moses

Bo beliefs in after-life, angels/spirits, Messiah, etc.

small numbers, upper class and very influential

Priests in Jerusalem temple mostly Sadducees

Half members of the Sanhedrin (Pharisees the other half)

Collaborators with romans

Due to upperclass nature

Disappeared after Fall of the Temple in 70

Essenes
"Dead Sea Scrolls"

95% of people believe they wrote it

Separatists

considered themselves the true nation of Israel

Messianic Sect

Prophetic, royal and priestly messiahs

Apocalyptic Sect

Crisis, judgment, last days

Importance of purity

Washings etc

Ascetic

Sex only for procreation

Possible links with NT

John the B, group structures, theology

Exact nature, spread and significance uncertain

Zealots
Theologically similar to Pharisees

Paul taken to be a zealot near the end of (romans?)

Their cause was greater than their own safety or survival

Anti-roman nationalist guerilla movement

No master but god

Was Judas a Zealot?

Apocalyptists
Mystical

Heaven, spiritual life etc...

Making sense of life in this world required a type of understanding of both worlds

Visions and revelations

Beleived they had access to spiritual knowledge

"God has a plan"

They know what God's plan is because the plan is pre-determined and they had special knowledge to that plan

Symbolic coded language

For political reasons

Revelations a classic example of this

i.e. 2 Thess: a language in apocolyptic background, the beast coming at the end of time

those in the "know" would understand what the beast is

Pseudonymous writings

Much writings attributed to othes like adam...

A way of saying the message in the mainstream of historic hebrew culture

Exact nature, spread and influence uncertain

The themes of these groups tend to pop up in the NT

Break
The Greek Gods
Zues:

Chief God

Father of other Gods

Roman version was Jupiter

Hera:

Athena: goddess of wisdom

Apollo: God of sun

Artemis: virgin goddess of the hunt and the moon

Poseidon: god of sea

Hermes: Messenger for the Gods

Note that all the Gods are associated with an action:

Love, Orgasm, war, messenger...

They were not worshipped in the sense that Jews considered worship.

A type of folk religion

Partake in rituals and pay attention to things around them

ie: if someone wanted to get pregnant they would be more observant of Demeter the goddess of fertility

No theology really associated with the gods.  

Asking what a person believes about in a particular god would be a mute question

They would be able to tell you a particular god's story and that's about it

Gnosis
Knowledge

But not just an academic knowledge

We need enough gnosis to break thru all the barriers between ourselves and God

Examples of barriers are:

archons, heimarmene, aions, and pleroma

Noone really knows its origins

May go before BC

"it is not only the washing that is liberty, but the knowledge of who we were, and what we have become, where we were or where we were placed, whither we hasten, from what we are redeemed, what birth is, and what rebirth.." -quote on the overhead

Considering the circumstances of the day, why did Christianity spread so quickly?

Social, cultural, religious, political, etc...

Teacher's Comments:

Language- most everyone spoke Greek

Transportation and Peace - Brought by the Romans

All roads did lead to Rome

Paul exploited this

He went to major cities along major roads

Hellenism and 'spiritual vacuum'

Mythology less plausible

Social Unease

politics, class, race, pluralism

Were the politicians making a difference?

A Sense of Novelty

A new faith

Coined by a guy who broke all the rules

Church met the people's needs

Moral values

Spritual needs

Social/Material - urbanization, community life, no professionals

Break
Group questions:

· Do you think history matters?

· What is real or authentic history?

· What difference does it make whether the book of Acts contains fact or fiction - or both?

Class discussed same questions

Acts and History
Oral vs. Literary cultures

Four different gospels because it needs to be meaningful to as many people as possible

Personal Baggage:

We bring our own baggage into the NT

Bias and truth:

Why should someone who has a bias not be able to tell the truth?

If Luke hadn't been biased, he would not have bothered writing the ACTS

Luke's Literary Style:

More sophistacated than we give him credit for

ie: Paul's conversion mentioned three times, each a little different

General consideration:

Author's integrity

Gaps in evidense

inscriptions and dates

theology and its changes in ACTS

Pictures in the Book of ACTS are portraits and not photographs
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Today

Paul (3 things)

· Identify our own attitudes to Paul

· Paul's relationship to Judaism

· Paul's connection to JC and the boys

Introduction to Paul

A fixed point in the NT

Wrote about half the NT

You either love or hate him

Luke's hero in a way

Seems that no one did very much until Paul came along

then the church takes off

Seems central to the life of the early church

Calls himsle and apostle to the Gentiles

The entire world was pretty much gentile!

A "drivennes" in Paul that he was the one called by God to do his ministry

On the other hand, an awkward character see Acts 15

Fight with James and others

Journal thought: i wonder if Paul felt a type of "I am better than you" because of his eucation (most disciples did not have one), he was a jew, a pharisee, had a special calling directly from jesus

Seems to be really angry when writing some of his letters

2 Peter:

Says Paul wrote a lot of weird stuff touching on his odd personality

A strong emotional attachment from where he has come

A gentle side to Paul

Was he married?  Rabbis were supposed to be married! (though not J)

Peter was accompanied by his wife

Some think Paul was married and got divorced when became a Christian

If true it would put a different spin on his words about women

His Theology:

From Damascus road?

Not intellectually convinced in christianity

CS Lewis describes himself as coming to faith

On the night of his conversion, he was the most reluctant convert on the whole of england

He was converted by his head and not his heart.  he knew it made sense but was reluctant

Paul seems to be the opposite.  His conversion thru an experience, not intellect.

Understood his intellect thru his own experience, his starting point of the Damascus road

journal thought: how does our conversion experience affect our theology?

Paul's Influences upon others:

Augustine

Luther

Distorted a bit through Luther

Dr. Drane seems to think that Luther focused too much on the pathologies of Paul and missed a lot of his kindness

John Wesley:

Affected by missionary aspects of Paul's life

Karl Barth:

Fall-redemption kind of theology

Paul adapted his message in different cultural contexts

ie:   In synagogue: Jesus the fulfillment of the OT promises

In Athens: Hebrew bible not even mentioned, he speaks of current poets and writers instead

Jerusalem: Does some traditional stuff in the temple to reach the most people

"All things to all people..."

Questions for Small Groups:

What do you know about Paul's-

conversion

childhood

social attitudes

home life

personality

Do you like what you know about Paul?:

strengths

weaknesses

Break
Small Group Stuff
How did Paul relate to his jewish roots?

· Was he trying to reform judaism?

· Did he want to start a new faith?

· Was judaism a good thing for him?

· See (among others)

Galations 2:13-14

Phil 3:5-11

Rom 2:29-3:9

Rom 11:1-12

Paul and the Early Christians
The Old Testament

Whenever Paul wants to define the Christian faith he always refers to the OT

Some of letters complicated because he affirms the OT and wants to use it it a way more traditional that Pharisee schools

Seems to see the OT as central to christian history and heritage

Israel and God's Purposes
In order to be a real christian you have to be a real member of the family of Abraham (refering to the tree and the branches grafted on)

Rom 11:25- what does he mean?  who knows!

The First Church (Jerusalem)
No hesitation to go there and put the people right

But why go there instead of a place like Spain?

He seems to have a reverence or respect for one of the earliest churches

The Teachings of Jesus

Paul took seriously the Jewish roots of the faith

Homework
Read Galatians at least once, and make your own summary of what you think it is about.
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Small Groups

· Share stories of faith

· How are they similar to Paul's?

· How are they different?

· Does it matter?

· Is there a NT model for conversion?

Acts 10:

The conversion of Cornelius (read it!)

A god-figure

hears about xians

prays to god for a messenger

There don't seem to be any models for conversion in the NT.

Nicodemus being born again may come close.

Aims and objectives;

To explore the significance of Paul's conversion

2. Understoand the role of letters in the early church

3.

4.

Paul's Missions
Seemed to want to stay in Tarus

It is Barnabus that moves on to Antioch

Acts vs. Galatians

Acts public - Galations private

Subject matter of the visits different

Paul mentions fewer visits to jerusalem

Acts by appointment, galatians by revelation

Outcomes were different

Challanges of the Damascus Road
Christology
A starting point here

He did believe in the messiah, but whoever Jesus was, he was an imposter

Discovered he was wrong on the road

God's Grace
Paul not really starting with a clean slate

God's grace reached out even when Paul in the very act of denying God's will

Community
The law

Paul's approach to law

He was being obedient to the Law when he was on the road to Damascas!

He was fulfilling the law.

Ethics
How to live the xian life.

He gets some empowerment that will take him forward

Very much of the opinion that he had a hotline to God - perhaps he assumes that all Christians have their own hotline
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Stages of Life and Faith Development

Aims and Objectives Today

· Explore the Power relationships between Paul and his converts

· To understand what was going on in two specific situations; Corinth and Philemon

· Identify the relevance of th this for today's church

Focus will be on number two

Paul and Corinth
The First Letter
The letter begins with "I wrote"  thus we know that he has written to the church before.   Hence, what we know as I Corinthians, is not really the first letter at all.

Second Corinthians may be a joining of his first letter with his third.  Just a thought.  See 2 Corin 6:14-7:1

News and a Letter
I Corin 1:11, 16:17

I Corinthians
A Visit to Corinth
The church receive 1st Corinthians and it seems that it didn't work so Paul decided to visit Corinth

Paul threatens this visit in I Corin 4:21, reported in 2 Corin 2:1, 12:14, 13:1

A Third Letter
2 Corin 2:4 (2 Corin 10-13)

Paul addresses who he is and redefines what an apostle is

More News
2 Corin 7:5-16

Paul is apologizing but is standing by what he has said

Invited to visit Corinth again out of this

A Fourth Letter

2 Corin 1-9?

Suddenly in ch 10, he seems to flip his switch

An explanation of Corinth
It wasw a true melting pot of the day

It could be equated with a place like LA

1. Cephas

2. Paul

3. Christ

4. Apollos

Break

Philemon
What is this letter about?

What is Paul asking Philemon to do?

What is he saying about Onesimus?

Look back to Galatians 3:28, how does this square with Philemon (or with I corin 11, 14:34 and similar passages?)

Coll, Phil, Philem - prison letters
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Aims and Objectives

· Understand Paul's strategy as an evangelist

· Understand the nature of Christian community

· Reflect on the relevance of Paul for today's church

Small Groups
I Thessalonians 2:1-12

Identify the key elements in Paul's mission, and construct a profile of Paul as evangelist on the basis of what he says there

This is one of Paul's most successful missions

As opposed to his previous missions in which Paul reflects on what he has done wrong

Vs. 7: of a woman nursing a child with her own milk

Not a stereotypical thing to say

Says it in the context of other men present

How would we compare Paul with evangelists of today?

Paul seems to think that he gave birth to the church

Paul:

Roman citizen

Family had citizenship

Rich family - lived in Tarsus but sent to school in Jerusalem

Never accepted money

Break
Paul as Missionary
Strategic possibilities:

All main roads led to Rome

No War

Takes regular trade routes

Goes only to major centers of population

Bridges Cultural gaps

Understands the cultural background

The God Iconium for example whom Paul refers to in his letter

"other gods"

Builds personal relationships

I Cor 9:22

Idea for the paper!

Used as a positive and strong statement- to be able to communicate with all people

Mystical openness

Paul follows the example of Christ

"Attempt Great things for God and expect great things from God" - William Carey (1761-1834)

Antioch as a Model Church
Paul's home base so to speak

Open leadership;

Plural and diverse (Acts 13:1-3)

Prophets and teachers

Barnabus - Hellenistic Jew

Simion

"In the New Testament church, "all the baptized are office-bearers...which seems to be as good as saying that really none of them are""- Ernst Kasemann

Diverse Ministries:

Teaching; rational, thinking (Acts 11:26; 13:11)

Prophecy: non-rational, mystical (Acts 13:1-2)

Holistic Spirituality:

Worship

Social Concern (Acts 11:27)

Sharing Faith (Acts 13:2)

Outward-looking

Sending of Paul and Barnabas (Acts 13:1-3)

"The church is the church only when it exists for others" Bonhoeffer

Challenges for Today's Church

1. Understand our faith - know God

2. Understand our culture - know the people

People tend to become a different culture when they come to church

3. Face the facts about the church - know ourselves

4. Come to terms with ourselves

Weaknesses and strengths

Questions and answers

5. Be accessible to other people

Speak their language

Be open to 2-way conversation

6. Be open to God

"all that we are...responding to all God is"

Small Group
If you had been a fly on the wall in a first century Christian gathering, what would you have seen happening?

Consult;

Acts 2:4-47; 20:7-12

I Cor 11:2-26; 12:1-31; 14:26-36

I Peter 2:4-5
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Aims and Objectives
· Survey different kinds of opposition to Paul

· Consider briefly selected epistles by Paul

· Understand the nature of unity and diversity, heresy and orthodoxy, in the New Testament

Thessalonians

First three chapters congratulatory

Colossians
Small Group
Does it matter if the New Testament contains diverse outlooks and opinions on the nature of Christian faith and ethics?  If so - then, to whom, and why
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Small Group
What issues led to confronttion between Stephen and the Jewish establishment in Jerusalem?

Hebrews

Not really a letter

More polished style than Paul

So we know it wasn't written by Paul

No mention of being written by anybody!

Not like the one sided conversations like Paul's letters

Stylistically, has the best greek of all the New Testament

Has different interests than Paul

Different interests than Paul

Paul never interested in sacrifices, or priesthood

Author not an apostle

vs. 2:3

Author had a philosophical bent

Author probably had roots in sectarian Judaism

Hebrews: The Readers
Jewish or Gentile Christian?

Persecuted

A group within a church?

Ch 5 seems to critisize, "by this time you ought to be teachers but you need people to teach you"

vs. 13-24 

Lived in Italy (maybe Rome?)

3:24, those from italy send you greetings

Hebrews: The Date
3rd generation?

Docetism as background?

Jesus not a real human being, just looked like one

But comparing with 1 and 2 John, where docestism is the background, we get a different picture.

Institutional hierarchy?

Temple still operating?

Nero's persecution

Small Group Question
Do you think this book has any value in determining a Christian approach to the OT for today's church?

Are there other quesions you may want to ask of the OT
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Aims and Objectives

1.  Understand the message of Peter and John

2.  Review the reasons for the institutionalization of the Church

3.  Understand the development of the NT canon

Peter and I Peter
This letter was dictated

Describes himself as an elder
Peter and Jesus

Similarites (in Drane's book)

Peter and Book of Acts
Uses the "tree" when refering to the cross

Tree is something living

Physical living universe caught up and connected to the suffering of Jesus

Peter and the Primitive Church
Speaks of himself as an elder among other elders, shepherd

Uses functional terms to describe himself

Does not refer to himself as a type of "pope"

Peter's Literary Style

Very similar to Paul's style

Is I Peter written by Paul?

Peter names the person (Silvanas)who transcribes the letter though

Silvanis in Greek is Silas (as in paul and silas)

Peter and Asia Minor
Why would Peter even write a letter to these people?

Persecution of I Peter
Its Basis

Claiming (or not) the divinity of the Emperor

Peter did not participate in the emperor worship

Its Origins

Local and unexpected (4:12

Its Nature

Testing by fire (1:7) and wild animals (5:8)

"covered with wild beasts' skins and torn to death by dogs,  or they were fastened on crosses, and, when daylight failed, were burned to serve as lamps by night." - Tacitus, Annals 15:44

Small Groups
How should Christians behave in their relations with government, society, the family, the church, according to I Peter?

Do you agree that this teaching is still appropriate for today?

Lots of Class Discussion
I John
Docetism rather popular at the time John wrote this letter

Was Jesus really and truly divine?

Very different in style unlike the rest of the letters

No beginning, middle, or end.

Lots of emphasis on the physicality of Jesus in this letter

Seems to be a group of people ready to or leaving the church...

What is the connection between I John and the Gospel of John?
John does paint Jesus as a very divine character
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