New Testament 1

Introduction to the Gospels

APRIL 2, 2003

Course Approach

Inductive:

Teaching the text, not about the text

"Gospel Stew"

Pout all the gospels into one pot and stir them up for one "supergospel"

Students introduced themselves -- for 2 hours!
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A few handouts

Luke
1:1

Augustus 27BC-14AD - Jesus born

3:1

All the following people mentioned:

Tiberius 14-37 AD - Jesus begins his ministry

Herod

Pilot 26-36 AD

Philip 4bc-34ad

Lysanius?

Northern kingdom (Israel) lasted until 722/21 BC

Fell to the Assyrians

Southern kingdom is Judah

Fell in 587-86 BC to Babylonians

Persian empire is next (Isaiah 35)

Sacks the Babylonians

Old Testament ends here at Persia

Darius III last mentioned king of Persia

Persian to Roman

(Malachi Matthew)

A great gap

During this time was Alexander the Great

Created Greek civilization

Did not force Greek culture on people

Greek culture = Hellenization

Greek empire in place between the two testaments

Alexander 323bc dies

Leaves land to his four generals, no heir

Two generals are important

1. Ptolemy:

Takes Egypt

Egypt very wealthy during Alexander's empire

2. Seleucus:

Gets Asia Minor (present day Turkey) and Syria (all the way to India)

Israel or Palestine comes under control of Ptolemy first

During this time, a sponsored Greek translation of the Old Testament

(Actually it's the Pentateuch writings that are being circled around about this time)

This becomes the LXX (70) or the Septuagint

A legend stated 70 translators called by God to translate and all 70 translations were verbatim to each other.

Battle of Pineas
198 BC

Around 198 BC the two generals fight for control of the land bridge (Palestine or Israel) in the Battle of Pineas

Seleucids gain control

Still Greek

Capital Antioch

Antiochus III

Son Antiochus IV aka Epiphanes (self-given; "God revealed"

A Key, ominous figure in Jewish history

Begins to lose some of the east to the Roman Empire

Lose some wealthy Asia Minor provinces

Leaves him hard up for cash

Looks to Egypt to recover some cash

After all, already sacked Ptolemy

Lost when challenged by Rome

The Abomination of Desolation 

167 BC (KNOW THIS) -read more!
Antiochus goes into temple and institutes a Zeus God and sacrifices a pig on the altar completely polluting the temple

Outlaws Judaism

Any mothers who circumcise their sons our to have their bodies hung from their necks

Burns all books.

Judas The Maccabee

Jerusalem stays polluted till about 164 BC until the leadership of Judas aka "The Maccabee"

Gains control of the temple complex

Gets rid of pagan altar

Cleanses and rededicates temple to God

Hanukah is the Jewish festival celebrating this

Jesus celebrates this in the NT, John 10:22

Called the Feast of Dedication

_____

Hasmoneans = Maccabeean:

_____

Jonathon

Takes over after Judas 

Becomes high priest 

· Nicknamed the "wicked priest" by others

· Not from the line of Zadak, the line that furnished the high priesthood

· Therefore, not accepted by many Jews

Temple protest movement against Jonathon in the High Priesthood

During his leadership/priesthood, an unnamed leader leads priests (Essenes) out to Dead Sea at Qumran, NW shore of Dead Sea

Kept themselves in a state of readiness

Will come back to Jerusalem once Jonathon ousted

Kept records called the Dead Sea Scrolls

These were found in the 1940's

After Jonathon dies, he is followed by Simon 

Simon the Hasmonean

Brings political independence in 142 BC

Judea is a free and independent country

This had not happened before at all

Judas only cleaned up the temple...

Jews had been under Seleucus, Ptolemy, Alexander, Persian, Babylonians, Assyrians...

The Hasmoneans take over 

Unfortunately, many become corrupt

During this time 2 Jewish groups (Sadducees and Pharisees) pop up

These both were inter-testamental developments

Together they form the council called the Sanhedrin

Salome Alexander

Woman

Last of the Hasmonean leaders

Appoints older of two sons as priest

Younger son gets pissed and fights for high priesthood

General Pompeii 63BC

Roman general asked to arbitrate between the two sons

Settles score by taking Palestine into the Roman Empire 


Herod the Great 37BC-4BC

Not a Hasmonean

Rival Hasmonean teams with Parthians in 40BC and takes control

Herod flees to Rome

Fashions himself a great builder

19C begins massive refurbishing of the Temple

So much so that the temple know as Herod's temple

Done in 60 BC

Meaning it was being rebuilt the entire life of Christ

Herod goes to Mark Antony for help

In 40 BC, with help of Mark, is given the role by the Roman Senate, "King of the Jews"

But can only be king if he can regain control of the land

Regains control in 37 BC

Now in full undisputed control of Judea working on behalf of Rome

Herod Rules from 37BC-4BC

Mat 2:1

Wise men coming from the east looking for the King of the Jews

East- Parthians?

King of the Jews - supposed to be Herod!

That's his title!

Herod manifests paranoia

Poisoned people

Tried killing all <2 yr olds

Three Sons of Herod 

They split his land three ways (4bc)

1. Herod Antipas (4BC-39Ad) - Galilee

Beheaded John the Baptist

The Herod before whom Jesus stands trial (only in Luke)

Nazareth falls under Herod's jurisdiction

Jesus refers to him as "that fox" Lk 31-32

Founded Tiberius

Jesus hung out there!

2. Philip (4BC-39AD)-Northeast of Galilee

Does not feature in Gospel as much as Herod

Rebuild city of Pineas

Names it after Caesar and himself: Ceasarea-Philipi

The same place the disciples proclaim Jesus to be the Christ

3. Archelaus (4BC-6AD)- Judea/Samaria

Inept, not leadership material

Only reference in NT, Mat 2:21

Augustus removes him and does not appoint another client king

Turns the land into an Imperial province

86 on, Judea/Samaria under control of a Roman governor

Governor in control during the time of Jesus- Pontias Pilot

When this change is made to a Roman governorship, they change to taxation and do a census

Causes a tax revolt in 6ad by Judas the Galilean

Note: Galilee not being taxed, Judea is.  

He is known as Judas the Galilean

Romans put it down

JEWISH GROUPS AND SECTS: PHARISEES, SADDUCEES, ESSENES, ZEALOTS
Pharisees 

(Separated Ones)

Much more popular with the general population

Were lay people for the most part

Not elitist

Very interested in converting others to Phariseeism

Paul proud to be Pharisee

Separated themselves from others

Three things:

1. Great emphasis on cultic purity

First group to believe in the priesthood of all believers

Applied many of the priestly relationships to themselves

2. Applied 2 forms of law

1. Torah

2. Oral Law that went back to Sinai or the "Tradition of the elders"

The oral law helped them keep the written ones (Torah)

Later written down to become the Mishna

The oral critic of Mishna becomes written down and that is called the Gemara

Put them both together and you get the Talmud

3. Believed in supernatural world

Angels

Demons

Rez of dead

Perhaps from the book of Daniel

4. Apolitical by Jesus' day 

Sadducees

1. Wealthy elites of Jerusalem

2. Accepted only the Pentateuch

Prob would have considered the Pharisees to be liberals

3. Do not believe in an afterlife

They believed that came from the Persians (Zoroastrian, which had a concept of an afterlife)

4. Do not believe in a Messiah

Remember they are the wealthy elite, why would they need a Messiah?

5. Pro-Rome

Essenes

Primary reading at Qumran at the Red Sea

Two things:

1. The most strict of the Jewish groups

Strictest interpretation of the Sabbath

2. Believed in 2 Messiahs

Political:

To take care of Romans

Priestly:

Introduce proper priesthood in Jerusalem

Then the men in training can come out of Qumran

Zealots

Not really a separate religious group

Shared Pharisaic viewpoint EXCEPT willing to bring change

Would even kill other Jews who they felt were roman sympathizers

Note: Interesting to note that Jesus had a tax collector and a zealot as disciples

CHANGE IN THE JEWISH SECTS

After 70AD Jewish community changed forever

In 70 AD the Jerusalem temple destroyed

Just 8 years after it was built

Took 80 years to build

Sadducees 

So wrapped up in / dependant on the Temple that those two groups pretty much dissipate.

Essenes

Rome destroyed Qumran along with the Temple

Pharisees 

Survived because they were not so wrapped up in the Temple

Plus they were everyday people (so to speak)

Things all groups had in common (prior to 70)

1. Monotheism

2. Torah

3. Land

“One God, one Law, one Land”

Rabbinic Normative 

Judaism after 70, which comes known as Judaism

Numbers of Pharisees and Sadducees

4000 Pharisees

100-200 Sadducees

The am heretz
Vast majority considered am heretz, 

The People of the Land

The working common people who had to earn livelihood and didn't really fit in anywhere else

Looked down upon by the Pharisees:

Uneducated, ungospeled

Jesus extremely popular with the vast majority

The rest of the groups hated Jesus because of this

He simply did not adhere to their views

TYPES OF CRITICISMS

Textual Criticism

Study of ancient ms with an attempt to establishing what we think the original wording was

Redaction Criticism

To edit

Writing and re-writing

Builds upon source criticism

Source Criticism

What was the source used to help gospels write their stories
Form Criticism:

Looks at the formal structure of the story

More later

NOTE:  KNOW THE DIFFERENT CRITICISMS FOR THE TEST

MARK
Note:
Form our opinions inductively as we read the Gospels

Do not bring anything into the book

Misc.

Theologically speaking, what does Mk mean by "Son of God"?

An awful lot of references in history for "son of god"

· Sons of Zeus

· Israel called son of God

Allow Mark to tell us what it means

Mark likes present tense verbs; “the spirit drives him out into the wilderness”

-Jesus is being controlled by the spirit of God here

Immediately

Used a lot in Mark.

Very fast paced, action packed

Ch. 1.

Preface (1-13)

Look for textual variants:

I.e.: Mk 1:1 is the term "Son of God" supposed to be there are not?

Vs 9

Jesus wants to be baptized?

That's for sinners!

Matthew had a problem with this in his Gospel

Vs.  11

The man Jesus becoming the Son of God at his baptism

This is what mark seems to be saying!

Vs. 12

Jesus goes into the wilderness to be tempted.  

Mark only spends two verses on this!

Ch 4: Parable Chapter

What are the reasons for his parables?

Vs. 11: to you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God

In order that they may listen but not understand... refers to Isaiah 6
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Finishing Mark

Son of man = son of humanity

Reminded of the variant in verse one with Jesus being the "Son of god"

What we are sure of is that in Mark, Jesus was proclaimed to be the Son of God at his baptism.

Presupposition:

Allow mark's gospel to inform our presupposition

Jesus' Baptism

What is John doing?

Unique

Preparing them for the Messiah

Baptizing sinners

Jesus receives the HS at his baptism and a voice says, "You are my son"

A singular personal pronoun "you" for "you are my son"

Meaning that this statement was made to Jesus and not those watching

Note: Matthew takes Mark's you and changes it to “This is my son.”

Is Mark saying that Jesus became God's son at his baptism?

What does Mark mean by the title Son of God?
Ch 12
Parable of the vineyard

Vs. 6 

Speaks of the owner sending a beloved son

God sending the prophets and then ultimately his own son.

Ch 13

Jesus makes a statement vs. 32

But of that day no one knows, neither the angels in heaven nor the Son

Note: Jesus is attributed with ignorance whereas in John's gospel, Jesus knows everything

I. MINSISTRY IN/OUT OF GALILEE

Vs. 14-15

Eschatological

Three kinds of Eschatology:

1. Imminent

2. Apocalyptic

3. Future

Note: Luke's eschatology is future,

Mark's is now

In other words, Mark has Jesus preaching an imminent eschatology

FIVE THEMES OF CONFLICT IN MARK

1. Demons

2. Disease

3. Crowds

4. Jewish Authorities

5. Family

1. Conflict of Demons

Very first story of Jesus vs. 21

Jesus battling demons and the word immediately

Jesus immediately entered the synagogue

Emphasis on the teaching of Jesus

As one having authority

Immediately an unclean man present

Recognizes who Jesus is

The demons know who Jesus is, nobody else does

Jesus rebuked the demons for recognizing his Messiahship

Response of the audience:

They think Jesus' behavior is a new teaching with the authority to cast out demons

2. Conflict of Disease

Often tied in to demons

Simon's sick mother

3. Conflict of Crowds

People always searching for Jesus

Jesus always avoiding the crowds

Appoints 12 to help out with the crowds

Partly in response to his souring popularity

4. Conflict with Jewish Authorities

2:1-3:6

Who can forgive sins but God alone?

Ask why Jesus speaks like this

2:13

Jesus eating with tax collectors- Why?

The whole process of eating with people

2:24

Jesus working on the Sabbath - Why?

Note that Jewish authorities are always asking Jesus "Why?"

5. Conflict of Jesus' Family

3:19

Says, in the Greek, "those from him" referring, in our English translations, to Jesus' family

Jesus' family tries to take him

Seize, restrain, take

the word people not in the Greek, so it his family that is saying he's out of his mind.

His own family basically charges him with insanity

Three charges against Jesus here:

1. His family calls him crazy

2. Scribes say he has Beelzebub -vs. 22

3. By the ruler of the demons, he casts out demons or a charge of collusion, by the scribes

Jesus responds by taking the last one first:

3. How can Satan cast out Satan? vs. 23

If a house/household is divided is against itself, that house will not be able to stand

No one can enter a strong man's house...

Strongman is Satan

Man who binds him is Jesus.

Vs. 28

People will be forgiven their sins of blasphemy except those against the HS

Said this because he was accused of being demon possessed

1. Vs. 31- insane

Jesus redefines his family

"Who are my mother and my brothers...?"

The family of Jesus is theologically on the outside looking in

Conflict with Disciples

Disciples who are inside act like they are on the outside

They constantly misunderstand

4:40

Great windstorm

Jesus rebukes the wind the same way he rebukes the demons

"why are you afraid, have you still no faith"

Matthew writes that they are men of little faith

Matthew is redacting Mark, lessoning the severity of Mark

6:34

First story of J breaking the loaves

Vs 52

The Disciples did not understand about the loaves

Their hearts were hardened

This is outsider language!

Ch 8

Same thing seems to happen again

Second feeding of the multitude

vs. 14

Panicking because they have no bread

Jesus question about the disciples talking about bread uses language out of mark 4:10-12

Those on the inside acting like outsiders

vs. 22

Blind man begging to touch J

vs. 23

Man sees people but they look like trees

Jesus has to do it again

Jesus is demonstrating a gradual understanding (seeing) of the disciples

Ch 8:

The light goes on! - Well, it flickers

Caesarea Philippi - (Know this from lecture one!!!)

Who do you say that I am?

Peter says he is the Messiah.

Jesus sternly orders them to say nothing to anyone

THE CURTAIN GOES DOWN ON THIS SCENE...

...THE CURTAIN RISES FOR THE NEXT SCENE
II.  MINISTRY ON THE WAY TO JERUSALEM (8:31-10:52)

On 8:31 Jesus begins to teach that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering....

The first of the passion predictions

First scene of the 2nd half of the Gospel

Each Passion Prediction contains three elements:

1. Each becomes more explicit

2. Each includes a story to prove the disciples don't get it!

3. Uses the term son of man in all three

Three Passion Predictions:

Look these up for myself (I missed this part on the class)

III. MINISTRY IN JERUSALEM (11:1-16:8)

Every time Jesus goes into Jerusalem, he goes to the temple

For Mark the temple is bad news

Jesus always condemning it!

11:11 Jesus makes a beeline for the temple

Looks around

Comes back the following day

On the way back curses the fig tree

Tears apart the temple

Next day, they all notice the fig tree is dead

Intercalation, 

An A B A literary device

AKA a Markan Sandwich

Purpose of an intercalation is to have two stories to relate to each other

A. Fig Tree and Curse

B. Temple

A. Death of Fig Tree

Fig tree is the temple.

The temple is dead.  It's over, aint coming back.

Note: In Luke, temple story is a cleansing

In Mark, temple is gone; it is dead like the fig tree

Ch13:

Vs. 1: Jesus leaving the temple

Vs. 4:

When will these things happen...

Vs. 32:

Jesus speaks of his second coming for the first time.

Ch 15-16

Passion narratives

When Jesus dies we have the very first human character in the story to get it right, the Roman Centurion (15:39)

15:37

Curtain of temple torn in two from top to bottom

Vs. 39

Centurion says, "Truly this man was God's son"

First human character in this story to get it

Mark intends this statement to bring everything full circle.

Ties it all together

Messianic Secret

No one is to proclaim that Jesus is the Son of God until they understand that he is the suffering son of man

Ch 16:

Women are told to go to Galilee

Women say nothing to anyone for they were afraid

Vs 9+

Ancient manuscript do not contain 9+

Note some Bibles have short and longer ending

Markan story ends at vs. 8.

Language and theology different verse 9 on

Did Mark intend to end at verse 8 but have another ending that got lost.

Prof thinks Mark intended to end at verse 8

An internal argument (see below)

Matthian redaction:

Blatantly changes Mark

Vs. 8: Women ran to tell his disciples with fear and great joy

External and Internal evidence

Internal:

Evidence within the gospel of Mark

External:

What other people have said about Gospel of Mark

Who is Jesus Christologically?

Does mark have a hint?
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MATTHEW

Before beginning, forget everything we know about Mark, and then again, remember that Matthew draws from Mark! <-- Redaction

Two things:

1. Longest

2. Most Jewish

Nice segway from OT to NT

Placed first in NT because is most Jewish, not because written first.

Titular Christology:

Attributing titles to Jesus

Matt 1:1; Christ, son of David, son of Abraham

Right of the bat we have titular Christology going on in Matthew

All three of these are Jewish titles

Matthew's Genealogy:

Includes 5 women

Very out of ordinary to include women in genealogies

Women are not Jewish (question with Tamar)

Begins with Abraham

Relates to Gen 12 that all is nations will be blessed

Son of David

Brown, The Birth of the Messiah
6b-11 Period between David and Babylonian exile

12-16 Period of Babylonian Exile to Jesus (600 yrs, 13 generations

Matthew's Theology with the generations:

Look up online or in Brown

Birth Narrative
Where does in come from

Not Q

A document called "M"

Very different from Luke's

Four basic questions answered:

1. Who- 

demonstrated by the genealogy

(Brown)

2. How?

Vs. 18

Narrator tells us from the HS, but how did the public take it?

Joseph has a dream (just like the OT Joseph)

Mary doesn't speak here

Story is about Joseph

"Joseph, son of David" -vs. 1:20 

Title of David repeated

Vs. 22:

Took place to fulfill (a theme in Matthew)

He is writing to an audience who can appreciate Scripture

Inclusio:

Brings closure

Presence Christology:

Mathew sees the presence of God within Jesus

Note: Mark has Absence Christology

His community still waiting Christ's presence

Not so in Matthew

Matthew:

Jesus is with them

3. Where?

Ch 2

Herod upset that someone being born into the title that he earned!

Infant Jesus receives worship (High Christology!)

BTW: anybody worship Jesus in Mark?

Gentiles coming to worship Christ (Magi)

The goal of the disciples at the end

4. Whence?

2:13-23

From where does Jesus come?

Joseph and his dreams

Note: No manger (instead a house) or shepherds in Matthew

Magi find a child around age 2

OT Prophecy:

Isaiah 7:14

"Out of Egypt I have called my son"

Moses led Israelites out of Egypt:

According to Matthew, Jesus is a new and greater Moses

No title given

We are shown how J acts like Moses (functional Christology: Jesus functions as an OT figure)

Jesus coming out of Egypt makes him to function as a Moses

The slaughtering of the infants a similarity

Ch 3

Jesus begins his public ministry

Jesus is absolutely sinless from the beginning (unlike Mark)


Jesus already the son of God by his birth

Matthew makes pretty clear that Jesus is not being baptized for his sins but in obedience to God (the Father?)

Ch 4
Temptation in the wilderness

(Passed by in Mark)

Matthew totally expands on Mark

Depends on "Q" to do this

Q:

Arrive at Q by taking the Markan material out of Matt and Luke 

Matt and Luke will then have some things others don't

The material that Matthew and Luke share in common but is not in Mark is thought to derive from a source scholars call Q

Q cannot be found anywhere

All the material is "sayings" material

Things that j said and people remember

It is all a matter of theory

BREAK

Paper: Life of Jesus

Comparison fine but best if used in footnotes

Matthew keeps Mark's basic structure

Takes over most of M's gospel

FIVE MAJOR DISCOURSES OF JESUS IN MATTHEW

1. Mountain

2. Missionary

3. Parable

4. Ecclesiastical

5. Eschatological

Rhetorical clues when these discourses are finished

“When Jesus had finished saying these things”

Narrative- story action plot

Discourse- a speech to teach something

Think of a hand with each of our fingers representing a discourse.  The space in between is the narrative

1. Mountain Discourse 5:1-7:28

Aka: Sermon on the Mount

Jesus going up the mountain

Similar to Moses ascending

Then he quotes Moses!

Vs. 3 and 10 present tense verbs

Everything in between is future tense

Note: eschatology and ethics

Is the Sermon on the Mount eschatological?

If so, how imminent is the end?

Following the Sermon on the Mount

6 antithesis

You have heard....

...But I tell you 

In the antitheses, Jesus either intensifies the law or negates it

1. 

5:21

Quotes OT (Ten Commandments) and intensifies it

Moses said, the law said, Jesus intensified it.

2.

5:27

You shall not commit adultery, but I say...

Intensification

3.

5:31

Divorce was ok, but now I tell you

Matt has an exception clause that Mark does not.

High Christology vs. Low Christology

High: 

One's view of J as being divine, J as God, divine origin or nature

Low: 

Jesus strictly on a human level, teacher, rabbi, prophet

Low is not a derogatory phrase
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Matthew's Doubling Effect
Textual criticism taking place in Ch 8:2

What is matt really saying?

Matthew 9:27

Story of the blind man

Matthew has two men whereas Mark has one man

This is an example of Matthew’s doubling

Matthew 21:1-9

Doubling of the colt in the triumphal entry

Most scholars think Matt mistook the Hebrew poetry

Hebraism has a lot of parallelism in its poetry

Synonymous:

One line repeats the previous one

Antithetical:

One line contradicts the previous one

Note: These are but two of many examples

2. MISSIONARY DISCOURSE: Chapter 10

(First major block called the mountain discourse)

Naming of the 12 prefaces this chapter

Matthew calls Peter (Simon) the first

" calls matt the tax collector

The fact he does this suggests an internal criticism that Matt the author is matt the tax collector.  this gospel (matt) is the only one that has this title

Note:
Internal - within the text, everything that is within the text

i.e.:  Strong internal evidence that matt likes to double

External- secondary sources about the Gospel

Church fathers...

Chapter ten....

Verse 5:

Jesus tells his disciples not to go to Samaria

This is a point of tension in the gospel

The mission is nowhere enacted

Nothing about them starting or returning

That is why it is called the missionary discourse because there is nothing except instruction

Eschatological urgency about it

Verse 23:

Schweitzer places much stress - historical Jesus

Flee to the next town, you will not finish going to all these towns until the son of man comes

Jesus on the cross realizes that it is not going to happen so he says, my god my god why have you forsaken me? - Schweitzer

Chapter 11-12

A lot of Markan and Q material

3. PARABLE DISCOURSE

Chapter 13
Mathew softens Mark's edginess a little

In Mark, Jesus says, "I speak to them in parables in order that they may hear but not understand....

In Matthew, Jesus says, "I speak to them in parables because they hear but are unable to hear

Kingdom of Heaven- matt

Kingdom of God- mark

Both the same thing

Matt 14: Walking on the Water

Adds two things to the story from mark

1. Peter answers him to allow him to walk on the water

2. The disciples worship Jesus

Chapter 16
Again, Matthew adds to Marks account of peter calling J the messiah

Mark has only, "You are the Christ"

Prof thinks this is enough of a creedal statement, I totally disagree.  Satan believes this!  What about the Father and the Holy Spirit

Matthew seems to praise Peter here

4. ECCLESIASTICAL DISCOURSE

Anachronism?

Jesus refers to the church yet he never attended church nor was he a Christian!

Chapter 18
Focused on shepherding, little ones, not being a stumbling block

Verse 15:

The erring brother

If another member of the church sins against you...

But our trannies don't have the word "church" it has the word "brother"

Verse 18:

Truly I say to you (all) 

Peter being noted as the first of many disciples to come

Verse 19:

Presence Christology

Christ is a living presence in his midst

i.e.: Emmanuel = God with us

Now Christ is with us

Matthew accentuates the presence of Christ

2 or 3 who gather in my name:

Matthew wants us to interpret this for its immediacy

Chapter 19
When Jesus had finished saying.... end of another discourse

More narrative material to follow

5. Eschatological Discourse

Lots of M material here - unique to Matthew

Matt expands Mark to include a series of "Woes"

Woe basically means , "Damn you"

Intra-arguments:

Wise and foolish bridesmaids

Being ready

Talents

Production

Sheep and the goats

Judgment scene

Not of the entire world but of the church

All the nations are gathered - this is the mission field

Both groups call Jesus Lord
The standard here is have we supported our missionaries

Seems to be an in house judgment

Chapter 26
When Jesus had finished saying all these things

Matthew is careful to note that ALL these things have been spoken

A curse upon all generations!

Chapter 27
Comment of the dead being raised

This only appears in Matt.  Pretty big stuff!  Why not in the other gospels?

Be honest, this is a problem

Was Matt writing a midrash?

Ancient Jewish commentary on old stories.

They are non-historical, those scripture

The great commission in light of Matthew's theology;

The Four Great All's of the Great Commission:

1. Authority

2. Nations

3. Things

4. Days

Restating the 5 Discourses;

1. Mountain

2. Missionary

3. Parable

4. Ecclesiastical

5. Eschatological
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LUKE
Vs. 1 undertaken

Only used 2 other times from Luke

Acts 9:29 and Acts 19:13

Attempts taken in each story

Is Luke using this word in the Gospel in the same manner as he uses it in Acts meaning that the undertaken was unsuccessful?

Markan Material seems to be used in three chunks:

Luke 3:1-6:19

Luke 8:4-9:50

Luke 18:15-24:11

Luke may be talking about oral sources

Does he do any personal interviewing?

Luke is using sources that he admits to from the very beginning

Theopholis

Reader that Luke addresses

Appears to be a real person and more than a name made up for a "lover of God"

Luke may see Theo as someone who can be his benefactor

Perhaps Theo is not a Christian and that is why Luke is writing him 

But this is contradicted by verse 4 which argues Theo is already a Christian (or well on his way)

Luke’s Outline
I. Galilee (4:14-9:50)

II. "Journey" to Jerusalem (9:51-19:44)

III. Jerusalem (19:45-24:53)

II. Has a lot of L material

The Mark material in 8:14-9:50

Has 17 parables unique to Luke

All placed in this particular section of Jesus' journey to Jerusalem.

In contrast to Mark, Luke loves Jerusalem

Prior to Ministry in Chapter 4 has a lot of Lukan stuff "L"

Two Announcements of Births
John B:

Done in the way of OT 

Elizabeth is barren and endures it

Jesus' Birth:

Done amidst the story of John the B's birth

1:46

First of four songs

Disney movie

1. Magnificent

Mary singing at the news of her birth

Perhaps modeled of the song of Hannah, mother of Samuel

Plenty of similarities

Comparison of Mary between Luke and Mark:

In Luke, Mary is a believer from the beginning as is demonstrated by the phrase, "She treasured all these things in her heart."

In Mark, Mary does not seem to be much of a believer

CH2
Birth Story of Jesus

Lukan distinctives:

J is an infant verses a child in Matthew

No Magi, instead shepherds and a manger and a trough

Emphasizes the theme of lowliness

Another song: Angels

An army singing about peace!

Fourth Song:

Did not discuss per time
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Discussed paper briefly

Luke Continued
Major differences in the story of Jesus' birth in Matthew

Luke does not refer to Q as did Matthew

CH3

John the Baptist

Luke continues the quote of the voice crying in the wilderness in prophecy of John B as opposed to Matthew

He extends the quote of Isaiah to include "all flesh"

A kind of geographical 

Notes that Jews are acceptable to God just as all others

Bloodline has nothing to do with our sanctification

Economic sharing very big in Luke

Another genealogy

Luke goes all the way back to Adam as opposed to Matthew who goes to Abraham

Luke not thinking in terms of chronological order but rather theological order

Anointed 
Jesus goes home and goes to the temple as was his custom

When was Jesus anointed by the Spirit?

-takes us back to J's baptism

Jesus' Baptism:

Jesus praying during his baptism

Just like the disciples were praying on Pentecost when the spirit came upon them too

The spirit is in bodily form like a dove

Just like Jesus' body when he was resurrected

CH4
Luke speaks of prayer and poor more than any other Gospel

Jesus says, "Today this scripture at the temple"

People respond by speaking well of Jesus

Jesus refers to himself as a prophet

Yet just a few verses later the people are trying to kill Jesus because of his illustrations of him talking about Gentiles receiving the blessings of God

CH5
v. 27

Levi the tax collector

People are grumbling about the tax collectors' presence

Perhaps Luke is echoing the grumbling that took place in the 

Wilderness

In Luke, Jesus was going to a meal, at a meal, or leaving a meal

Interesting to note that Jesus gets crucified by the way he eats!

It's the religious people, those from the synagogue who are against Jesus.

The women in Luke-Acts served Jesus.

Discipleship and Journey are linked together in Luke

Misc.
Luke is the most universal gospel

Luke is probably a Gentile (if so the only one in the New Testament)

Luke-Acts the single longest contributor to the New Testament library

Such a vision of worldwide evangelism

Shepherds could not testify in a court of law

Says something to have them at Christ's birth

MAY 21, 2003

Relationship of john to the Synoptics

Order and Chronology

1. Synoptics show Jesus working mainly in Galilee and then going to Judea near the end of his ministry

In John, Jesus makes numerous trips from north to south.


2:13

4:46 compare to 5:1

7:1-2

In Synoptics, Jesus’ journey is geographical whereas in John it is cosmic.  Jesus travels from heaven to earth and back

Note John 13:1-3

In fact, the most common quote of Jesus in John is, "the Father who sent me.

Cleansing of the temple in the beginning Jesus ministry in John vs. at the end in the Synoptics.

The cleansing of the temple is not the turning point in John; instead it is the raising of Lazarus

Because he raised Lazarus, chief priests want to kill Jesus and Lazarus

Synoptics agree Jesus began his official ministry after JBap placed in prison

But in John, Jesus' ministry well underway before his baptism and John thrown in prison

John seems to paint a little competition between the two.  "He must increase, I must decrease"

4. Passover

Synoptics have one

John has 3

2:13

6:4

11:55

Therefore, the length of Jesus' ministry was 2.5 to 3 years.  According to the Synoptics we would believe it to be about 1 year!

5. Jesus Eating the Last Supper and Passover

Synoptics:

A type of Passover meal

John:

The Last Supper takes place BEFORE the Passover

CHRISTOLOGY
Birth Story

Absent

No virginal birth

Jesus is pre-existent so is a birth story even necessary

Jesus is consciously aware that he is the pre-existent one

Side note:
Johanine Pattern: Happens Over and Again in John

1. Jesus makes a shocking statement

2. Opponents misunderstand shocking statement because they interpret it literally

3. Jesus clarifies his teaching

Baptism

No baptism scene in John

Allusions to baptisms but no narration

Does not seem necessary since Jesus is already the Son of God by pre-existence

Temptation Scene

Not in John

The Johanine Jesus is incapable of being tempted.

John 8:29 "the one who sent me is with me, he has not left me alone because I always do the things pleasing to him"

Jesus does no Exorcisms

Very present in Mark

John's gospel has no demons

Primarily because Jesus' role is that of a revealer

Jesus Speaks no Parables But Long Philosophical Discourses

Totally different from Mark

Jesus offers no Reinterpretation of the Mosaic Law

That is in Matthew!

One specified command to love one another just as I have loved you

Not love each other as yourself

Not love our enemies

We are called to love one another in our community

Unity of the disciples

They exist in Jesus, Jesus in them...

No Prediction of Jerusalem's Downfall

No Emphasis on J's Second Coming

It exists, just no emphasis

Instead there is a great emphasis on realized eschatology
Eternal life is now, at the moment of faith, not when you die

I.e.: John 3:16 uses present tense verbs

No Words of Institution at the Last Supper

John substitutes J's washing of the feet which is not in the Synoptics at all

Jesus Undergoes no Agony Before His Death

No struggle to go to the cross

Something he came to the earth to do

Only in John's Gospel is the term, "It is Finished."

Luke views Jesus as innocent, righteous at his death

BREAK
In Acts, Jesus is Lord and Christ through his resurrection.  This is adoptionism, later to be called a heresy

Note for paper: Markan Jesus becomes the Son of God at his baptism

Resurrection:

adoptionism

Acts Sermons

Primitive -30's

Baptism:

adoptionism

Mark

65-70

Conception:

Matt-Luke

80-85

Pre-existence:

John

90-95

Note how Christology has moved backwards in time from resurrection to Pre-existence.

Leon Morris likens the gospel of John a pool in which a child can wade and an elephant can swim.

High Christology of John
Prologue 1:1-18

Logos

Heraclitus:

Believed that fire is the one basic substance of life

As he watched it burn, he noticed it was always in s sate of flux.

Thus the notion, different from the rest of the pre-Socratic thinkers who thought that life was changeless, that life is always changing.

The changing was not random but had a pattern. 

He used the term Logos to explain this.

Stoics:

?

Jewish understanding, Logos is the speech of God.  The Word that brought the world into existence.

When Jesus uses the term Logos he is using a term that has been around a long time.  To say that the Logos became flesh and made his dwelling among us, would be a huge statement to any group of people.

1:18 No one has seen God ever.

Book of Signs 1:19-10:43
Jesus is the revealer

His signs are not his own power but point to a reality beyond himself

John is selective about what signs to demonstrate

20:31, John has given us specific signs so that we may have life in his name

John the Baptist
Calls Jesus the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world

Multiple interpretations for lamb

Other titles by John B.

Son of God

This is pretty much synonymous with God

Not so with Mark

Other titles:

Messiah

Rabbi

King of Israel

Some of these high and some low

No one ever gets it in Mark, whereas in John, people heap titles on to Jesus.  No Messianic Secret in John!

Signs of Jesus

Sign One
Cana of Galilee Wedding

Changing water to wine

Jesus substitutes the water saved for Jewish ceremonial washing for wine.

Johanine story seems to be one perpetual act of transfiguration

Sign Two
Healing of Royal Official's son

This story shows a progressive of belief on the part of the Royal Official

Sign Three
Man at the pool

People are upset because the man is carrying his mat on the Sabbath

25-28:

Future Eschatology

Very truly I tell you...

Note:  always two amen’s, truly truly I tell you

The hour is coming and is now here

Vs. 28: the hour is coming [J does not say, "and is now here"]

In J's ministry, the dead are those who are dead to God and come to life spiritually when they hear the word of God.

This is paralleled with the resurrection where Jesus raises the dead in his own resurrection

Jesus seeks not his own will but the will of the one who sent him

Shows a subordination of Jesus to God

They are equal but Jesus is obedient to god.  He has no will on his own, only that of God's

"I have power to lay it down, give it up this has been given to me by my Father."

MAY 28, 2003

John

Makes J the fulfillment of prophecies

Product after 70ad when the temple is destroyed and the church is split and taken over by the Pharisees

Chapter 5:1

Reference to Festival - ON TEST

Fourth Sign: Feeding of 5,000

Only miracle in all four Gospels

vs. 4 reference to Passover

Another reference to Passover in 2:13

Meaning verse 4 here is the 2nd Passover

Notes: Jesus does nothing on his own in John

When you see Jesus, you see God- very strong theme in this Gospel

Vs. 14:

Crowd has Christological moment

Low Christology

Jesus is the prophet who is to come into the world

Theophany: physical manifestation of the deity

i.e.: burning bush, God coming to Job via the whirlwind

I AM Sayings in John
1. 'I am' with a predicate nominative

I.e. I am the bread of life, I am the light of the world (8:12), I am the gate, I am the good shepherd, I am the resurrection and the life, I am the way the truth and the life (14:6), I am the true vine (15:6?)

All these have predicate nominatives.

2. I am (all by itself), (8:24)

Not a divine claim but an emphasis on himself

3. I am statements related to God

Said as a divine title

Sign 6: John 9
The Community of the Beloved Disciple, Brown <-- suggested book

Healing of the Blind Man:

Assumption is that someone sinned, vs. 2

"The One who sent me" - very popular in John

Festival of Booths (Tabernacles) - ON TEST
Celebration of Wilderness Wanderings

Light is very prominent at these festivals

During this festival, we have this blind man coming to Jesus to be healed

9:5

Jesus says, I am the light of the world

This fits in very well with the festival that is going on

The story hinges on a man who lives in darkness

The Pharisees claim to be in the light

But the continue to prove themselves in the darkness

An irony within John

Within the story itself theirs is a growth of the man's understanding of Jesus

Vs. 6

Jesus spreads spit mud on mans eyes and tell him to go to a pool named Sent.

Note: John has lots of "see" verbs

The man's answer is "the man called Jesus"

Jesus gets questioned because he did the healing on the Sabbath!

Pharisees claim Jesus is not from God because he does not observe the Sabbath

Their presuppositions create blindness in themselves

The Pharisees become divided <-- a Johanine function

Vs. 17 the healed calls Jesus a prophet

Earlier, he just called Jesus a man

Vs. 18

Jews didn't even believe he was blind to begin with

Note there is no mention of the Sadducees, just the Jews or the Pharisees

Argument for a post 70ad date

The Jews call in the man's parents

The parents don't know and tell them to ask the son

12:42 and 16:2

Being put out of the synagogue

Vs. 24

"Give glory to God"--The Jews are putting the man to an oath

The man appeals to his experience

"All I know is I was blind and now I see"

Recap:

Pharisees claim we know

Man says I don’t know what you know, but I know I can see!

Vs. 33:

The man says that Jesus is from God

Vs 38

Calls Jesus Lord and worships him

Moving on to the Feast of Dedication
Sign Seven: Raising of Lazarus
Chapters 7-8 creating a bridge between 

This not in the Synoptics!

The raising of Lazarus replaces the result of the temple cleansing for the other Synoptics

Shocking statement

People misunderstand

Jesus Clarifies

2nd half: The Book of Glory

Divided into 3 major scenes

1. Farewell meal Ch 13

Foot washing- only in John

Meal takes place prior to the Passover

A Classical discrepancy between John and the Synoptics

No words of institution

First appearance of "the disciple whom Jesus loved"

Present at the last supper

Occupies a position of pre-eminence

The BD sits at a place of pre-eminence next to Jesus as Jesus sits in a place of pre-eminence next to the Father (1:18)

2. Appears in chapter 19 standing at the cross

Not like all the other disciples who ran away

Jesus then transfers his familial allegiance from himself onto the BD

A Low Christological moment.

Jesus is dying but he is concerned about the care of his mother

3. Witness at empty tomb

Outruns Peter to the tomb

Note: the cloth was rolled up.  Jesus' resurrection was deliberate and not rushed and hurried

The BD sees and believes

4. First to Recognize the Risen Jesus'

He is the "writer" of the gospel

Vs. 24

Likely to be understood that the BD has caused these things to be written

Pretty clear that the BD has died because the narrator throws in a loophole in 21:23

Chapter 14-17: Farewell Discourse
Jacob gives farewell discourse

Moses does same

Joshua too

David 1 Chronicles 28:29

This is a common literal thing

Ch 14:

Emphasizes Christology

"I am the way the truth and the life"

Ch 15 and 16:

Emphasis on Ecclesiology

Believers relationship with Jesus 

Characterized by "abide"

I am the true vine

15:12-17

Relationship to one another, key word "love"

15:18-16

Relationship of believer to world, key word/idea "separation"

Chapter 17: High Priestly Prayer of Jesus

Some know it as the "real Lord's prayer"

Vs. 1-5 Jesus prays for himself

6-19 prays for immediate band of disciples

20-26 prays for all future disciples

Prayer that they all be "one"

Paraclete ( Chris thinks this will be on test!!!
Ch 14:16

Jesus says, "I WILL ask the father and he WILL give you another Paraclete"

Ch 14:26

Future tense used again

Paraclete will teach and remind

Ch 15:26

WILL be sent by Christ from the Father

He will testify

Ch 16:7

Will come after Jesus goes

Ch 16:13

Will guide in all truth

3. The Farewell Itself
If Luke presents Jesus as the innocent one, John has Jesus as the Pascal lamb who was slaughtered

Jesus does not suffer but is in control

Jesus dies as the Passover lamb

Jesus does not share the Passover meal with the disciples because he is the Passover meal

19:28

Jesus knows it is all finished and asked for a drink in order to fulfill prophecy -- see Mark 15:36

In John a branch of Hyssop is used, in Mark a reed

Makes more practical sense to use reed

Hyssop matches the Passover in Exodus

19:36

These things occurred that...

From exodus 12:46 and the Passover lamb

Nothing to be broken on the Passover lamb

Jesus' bones not broken

Resurrection
Ch 20

Day of resurrection in the evening, first day of the week

Father has sent Jesus, so Jesus sends the disciples

Jesus breathes on the disciples and says receive the Holy Spirit

All this is spoken in the present

This is the fulfillment of the five Paraclete sayings
Note vs. 24-29

Gospel ends as it begins, an acclamation of Jesus as Lord and God
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Historical Jesus Stuff

Final:

John vs. Luke

1. Essays

Interface the Synoptics and John

Historical Jesus

Something 

2. Terms

3. Scripture Quotes

Luke, John or neither

Burridge pg 166-167

Four Gospels, One Jesus?

Four Approaches:

1. Reductionist Method

2. Diatessaron

3. Comparative

4. Pastoral Approach

5. Historical

Reductionist
Marcion

Rome about 140

Three things:

1. Did not accept God of OT

Crude and not worthy of God of love as seen in Jesus Christ

2. Accepted Paul's letters accept the pastoral letters 1,2 timothy and Titus

3. He accepted the Gospel of Luke only

An edited version

Took out anything that looked like the OT God and whatever contradicted Paul

Diatessaron - Tatian
Combined all four Gospels

Called it a master narrative

Became the authoritative text for Syria

Comparative
Looks at all four portraits of Christ to see what they have in common

All four Gospels have Jesus as:

· A story of a messiah who comes and gets crucified

· A suffering messiah

Mark: 

Jesus dies on cross on one forsaken by God

John:

Jesus says it was accomplished on the cross

Dies as one who willingly lays down his life

Pastoral
An ad hoc approach

Can be taken to the entire New Testament

Whatever is pastoraly appropriate at the time is the Gospel we preach from

Historical
Reading the gospels from a historical critical approach and thereby reconstruct a picture of Jesus that is historical. 

Key word reconstruct <-- on test
Methods for Historical methodology
Historian has to be inclusive of all sources available <-- on test
This means that we have to use more than the Bible as a source

Non-Christian sources

1. Romans Sources

2. Jewish sources

3. Mishna <-- on test?

Christian sources

1. Canonical

Mat, Mk, Lk, John, Paul

2. Non-canonical

Things to think about for Historical methodology:

1.  Are ALL sources being considered?

2. 

Early Church vs. Historical Jesus

Criteria for Early Church:

1. Oral culture (Orality)

Something is authentic if it is striking enough to be remembered

I.e.: Jesus saying let the dead bury the dead

Jesus sets his face to go to Jerusalem = start of Jesus' journey Luke 9:57 <-- on the test!
2. Awkwardness
Material that is embarrassing or awkward

The church would not create stories that needed to be altered because they were embarrassing

I.e.: Judas, Jesus rejecting family, baptism of Jesus

3. Dissimilarity

I.e.: fact gospel writers claim this Messiah dies on the cross

No Jew would have ever believed this!

Deut talks about people being cursed if they were hung on a tree

Jesus would have been cursed

The fact that early Xians claimed Jesus was hung on a cross was awkward

The women followers was different from typical Jewish following

Women were not allowed to study torah

Not allowed to perform fully in the church

Jesus' radical table fellowship

Way off first C Jewish practice

Dissimilarity most hotly debated

4. Multiple Attestations

If there is a saying or theme that is attested to by more than one source (not dependant on each other) 

I.e.: can't call both Mark and Matthew separate sources because Mat draws so much from mark

5. Coherence

I.e.:

Matt 18, If a brother sins against you tell it to the church

If you come across a saying or deed that coheres with the Historical Jesus (it seems to be consistent with the type of material we've already determined to be of the historical Jesus)

As a Christian theologically, we don't make these distinctions between theses two boxes (one for Early Church and one for HJ)

Both boxes as theologically authoritative as the other

Jesus is much larger than a historical Jesus

He moves out of history with the resurrection

Paraclete <-- on the test?

Interpolate <-- on test?
Canon:

Rule or measure

An authoritative list of books considered to be authoritative

Christian canon of the Old and New Testaments

Goal of this Course





To understand what each gospel has to say about Christ, without any influence of another Gospel





Types of Local Lands/Governments





Senatorial provinces


Under control of Senate





Imperial Provinces


Needed presence of troops to maintain peace and control


The Governor oversaw this





Client Kingdoms


So much unrest, Pompeii allowed a local ruler - client king


(Herod comes to be client king of Palestine)





MIDTERM


Section 1: 50 points (25/25)


3 essays


Write on two:


1. Authorship, external vs. internal evidence


This is in Brown


Read the authorship section again


On Mark or Matthew





2. Methodology


Source, redaction, textual


Do we know what they are, can we provide examples


3. Something creative





Section 2: 25 points


ID or short answer


10 things to id and 2-3 sentences with examples!





Section 3: 25 points


Quotations


From NRSV


ID as coming from Matthew, Mark, or neither





Large Blue Book
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