Homiletics
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Introduction to Class
Covered the Syllabus

"Lord forgive us for making the Gospel boring"

Definition of Preaching (according to Professor):

Any form in service to the Gospel is proclamation

What is good preaching?

When people respond

When people are transformed

Should preaching be persuasive?

Be effective and let the Holy Spirit move through the words used

Many approaches to preaching
Educational:

OT and NT History

Explain creeds

Jesus' life

Preaching a theological enterprise before anything else

Has to do with God and God's relationship to humanity

Preaching is NOT:

Chiefly about state of world affairs

Weather problems

Life or death of someone

Headlines...

Preaching may relate to these things but it is always about God

Always come home to God

For Pastors Preaching is not:

Your relationship to the congregation

Pointing our flaws in others

Settling disputes within congregation

About themselves

Preaching is:

What God has to say through the Word to the people through our words

God provides the Word

We are merely servants and tools that God uses

Key point:

We use our own voice, knowledge and skill but it is God's words and message

It is God's speech

Make sure what we say holds water theologically

We MUST be on solid ground

Exegesis
Any close reading of a text

Exegesis is like reading the newspaper

Pericope:

a chunk

A snippet

Peri cope  :  around cut (a cut around)

Lection: a reading

Lectionary : systematic group of readings

Hermeneutics:

From Greek god Hermes

Interpretation of the scriptures

Bridging the gap

Bible is interpretive:

Paul explains the cross

Paul explains Paul!

NT seen in the light of the OT and vice versa

Church adds layer of interpretation:

Presby, Lutheran, Catholic...

Plan to follow in preaching a text

Four D's

1. Discovering (inventio):

First reading of the text

Read the passage on a Monday and take it along with you during your week and see how it shines

Critical to be in the context of your preaching

Do your own work before jumping to a commentary

Look under every stone to find out as much as you can to let an idea come forth

Let the sermon idea identify itself.

The theme does not emerge until the exegetical stuff is done.

Look at the text and let the theme emerge

2. Development (dispositio)

Begin to narrow down based on the contexts you come up with

Sermon should be relevant and pertinent to the people based on what you know about them

Commentaries come in after all the work has been done

3. Design (Elocutio)

Now that you have a theme and a text where do you start and finish let alone put in the middle?

Approach?

Here is the place to strive for clarity!!!
Get ONE idea across!

Of course you can have more than one idea but at least one point needs to get across

Know what form or style you are going for so you will have clarity

4. Delivery (memoria pronunciato)
Internalization

Do not memorize your message but do internalize it

Nothing so far is the sermon. That happens when you speak it.

The life of the people and the church is at stake!

Take every sermon seriously.

Pray about them!

Textual vs. Topical Sermons
Regardless, start with the text

What is old and well known is still pertinent to us

OT Story Project
Deliver a kind of proclamation:

Pick out story you like

Stand up before the group (small group of 10) and tell the OT story to the class in 2-3 minutes!
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Continuing from Tuesday...

Textual vs. Topical Sermons
Regardless, start with the text

What is old and well known is still pertinent to us

Deductive vs. Inductive

Deductive

Verse by verse of a text

Listener receives and chews on the word

Allan's sermons tend to be deductive

Inductive
Invites the listener to a journey

Don't tell them where they will end up and simply arrive at the end

Like a book or movie

Once you arrive you understand what everything was all about

Are often delivered in preference to deductive

Barbara Brown Taylor's are almost all inductive

Laura Dubbs Tisdale

Exegeting the congregation

Context of the congregation constantly changing

Throughout the week and even in between services!

Something may happen during the week or even the day before that will cause us to make a change to our message.

Lectionary Pros and Cons
Pro:
1. Brings a variety of scripture that may otherwise go astray

2. Forces a person to work on more difficult passages

3. Offers congregation a more worshipful look at the canon of scripture


Always on OT, Epistle, Psalm, and NT passage

4. Enjoins the church with others around the world that are also Lectionary

5. Unites the theme of scripture and preaching to the liturgical year

6. Saves the preacher the weekly burden on what to preach about

Con:

1. Text may not speak very well to the locals at that time and place

2. May want to do a sermon series

Ways of selecting a text that is not part of the Lectionary

Lectio continuo (continuous reading of the text)

Request on a certain topic

Downside to not using Lectionary

May focus too much on your own favorites and no represents the needs of the congregation

Richard Lischer Book:

(Read BEFORE midterm)

Gospel message verses moralism:

Gospel is the complete charigma

The complete law/gospel/word...

The Law
Points us to our sin

Gives us a new way to live

Gospel

Saves us from sin

Clearly linked to the law

To proclaim the gospel is to proclaim both law and Gospel

Law Tone, Gospel Tone (Good News or Promise), and New Obedience (Imperative)
Examples of Each

Law tone

You can't play till you clean your room

Gospel tone
Good job!

New Obedience
Come on! I know you can do it!

Each of these 3 themes come about in a message

Theological movements as an idea is developed and takes on shape of the human experience

These three help us with the shape a sermon can take

An obvious direction with the three

1. Law

2. Gospel

3. New Obedience

The law part is easy, but following through with the Promise (gospel tone) can be more challenging

Gospel is Pro Nobis (For you)
What does it matter if the word preached does not relate or affect the person hearing it?

Moralism

A sermon that draws a moral out of the text or throughout the sermon

Moralistic sermons tend to go from law to new obedience

But we are all sinners and this is to big a jump

Ask yourself "Where is the promise of this message?"

If it does not have it, you may want to throw out the message

Discussion
Two reasons to borrow or quote from somebody:

1. Borrow their authority

2. The quote may have a better way of putting something than yourself

Break for Dinner

Small Groups
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(Guest Prof tonight)
Proof read the story of Moses and the burning bush: Ex 3 and 4

God setting up an example of dis-communication:

Moses asking God why God just doesn't go and speak for Himself

Yet, Moses' words will have the authority of God's words

Triangulated communication
God speaks to Moses who has the authority to speak for God

Quadrangle communication

God speaks to Moses who speaks to Aaron who speaks with the authority of God

In other words, God speaks thru people

Prophets spoke on behalf of God

i.e.: "Thus says the Lord..."

False and true prophets: Jeremiah 23

False
Comes from human beings

True

Comes from the mouth of the lord thru the prophet

Prophets
Proclaimed God's word through God's people

Echo the speech of God to the people

God also speaks to people through the scribes / teachers

Nehemiah 8:1-12

God's speaking thru the prophet is un-mediated

Yet, in the Nehemiah pericope, Ezra reads to them God's word from the law

This is a mediated word: the law or written word

What goes on in our churches today?

More like Nehemiah.

We bring the word of God through the written Word

We are helping people understand the written Word

Either way, God is speaking to people through other people

As if God Himself speaking

Matthew 10
vs. 40(something) He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the One Who sent me.

Similar to the conversation of God with Moses

I Thes
Once again God chooses to speak through people and not by Himself

Class' Thoughts
A lot of responsibility - don't mess it up!

God has peculiar tastes

In human terms this is dysfunctional communication

A lot of this is due to the culture

2 Corin 5:20
We are ambassadors of Christ since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God

Thought: Too often we give people just our own words

Mediation almost always occurs when there is a broken relationship

God's truth comes through persons

Hopes and Fears
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight

From Phillips Brooks, and Episcopalian

1877 he was invited to gives lectures at Yale

Premier lectures in the world

Some still in print today

Gave a definition of preaching: 

Definitions of Preaching
Phillip Brooks
"What then is preaching, of which we are to speak?  It is not hard to find a definition.  Preaching is the communication of truth by man to men.

It has in it two essential elements, truth and personality. Neither of those can it spare and still be preaching.  The truest truth, the most authoritative statement of God's will communicated in any other way than thru the personality of brother man to men is not preached truth...

Preaching is the bringing of truth thru personality."

-Brooks

Lectures on Preaching, 1877
This is the reason why speech is so important!

The best way to make a personal appeal is thru another person.

Clay's def of preaching: Any form in service to the Gospel is proclamation

The spoken Word is G's chosen means to speak to a needing world

We must learn to listen to him and receive His love thru his word

And then pass it on

Break
Luther
Where the oral proclamation of the Gospel ceases, the people will revert to heathenism in a year's time...

The devil cares nothing about the written Word, but where one seeks and preaches it, there he takes to flight

Christ himself did not write his teaching, as Moses did his, but delivered it orally, also commanded to deliver it orally and gave no command to write it. For before ever they wrote, they had preached to and converted the people by word of mouth.

That Gospels had to be written was itself a weakness, "a great quenching of the Spirit" 

-Martin Luther

Aristotle

Compared with those of others, the speeches of professional writers sound thin in actual contests.  Those of the orators, on the other hand, are good to hear spoken, but look amateurish enough when they pass into the hands of a reader.

Brooks
In general, it is true that the sermon which is good to preach is poor to read, and the sermon which is good to read is poor to preach.  there are exceptions to this...

The spoken word is a terrible way to communicate a lot of information to a people

The temptation when preaching is to show the listeners how much you know.

However, this is the goal of a paper for a class

When it comes to the transfer of info in the written word, the reader is in charge of the rate of transfer

You can read at your rate

underline

go back, 

put it down...

Spoken word, the speaker has control over the rate of transfer

In the spoken word we have to cut down on the information

We can take a little info and add feeling, urgency and love...

Peanuts Example:

Lucy drawing the world with all the people...all the people
The spoken words demands getting rid of some good stuff

It's not what you put into a book that makes it good, it's what you leave out of it. -Dr. Zeus

Thomas Long. The Witness of Preaching, p 86
"What the biblical text intends to say and do now becomes wha the preacher hopes to say and do in the sermon.  What the sermon aims to say can be called its "focus" and what the sermon aims to do can be called its "function".  Since the whole sermon will be gathered around these aims, the preacher needs to become clear about the sermon's focus and function as a first step in the process of dev a sermon...

A focus statement is a concise description of the central, controlling, and unifying theme of the sermon.  In short, this is what the whole sermon will be "about.""

Example of spoken communication:

Luke 15:1

1   And all the tax collectors and sinners drew near to Him in order to hear Him.

2   And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receives sinners and eats with them.

3   And He spoke this parable to them, saying,

4   What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost until he finds it?

5   And when he has found it , he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

6   And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.

Summarized by saying...

When what is lost is finally found, it's right to rejoice!

What does Jesus do next?....

7   I say to you that likewise joy shall be in Heaven over one sinner who repents, more than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.

8   Or what woman having ten drachmas, if she loses one drachma, does she not light a lamp and sweep the house, and seek carefully until she finds it ?

9   And when she has found it , she calls her friends and her neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost.

Summary: When what is lost is finally found, it's right to rejoice!

Jesus continues...

The story of the Prodigal Son

Summary: When what is lost is finally found, it's right to rejoice!

Notice the similar language in each story..

Lost, found, rejoice

He has once concept that he always comes back to so it sinks deep in the heart of his listeners

Listeners need this repetition

Focus: When what is lost is finally found, it's right to rejoice!

Function: To help the Pharisees understand, experience, and rejoice in God's love for the lost.

Jesus wants to get across one idea

Parable of the Lost Son
One of the unfinished parables

What happens to the older brother?

Does he know that it is right to rejoice?

Why does Jesus leave it hanging?

He could not finish it

The scribes and the Pharisees were the one who could finish it!

Jesus leaves the story hanging which forces the scribes and Pharisees to finish the parable

Sometimes it's better to leave some things unsaid as with the Prodigal Son

Focus: a cognitive truth

The goal of preaching is just not designed to say something it is meant to transform

The focus and function work very closely together.

Speakers need to be focused and...

Pictorial
Example: one picture comic

Boy asking father, "What does something that is invisible LOOK like?

The people, after all, remember the illustrations and the stories

What we remember from the children's sermon vs. the adults' sermon

Spoken word needs to be...

Simple
Not because the listener is stupid but because they are listening

Repetition
I.e.: "I have a dream..."

Unity
Everything is chosen around a theme

Truth through Personality
Lischer page. 20 something?

Relevant to listeners and authentic to preachers

We are called to be witnesses as well as teachers

We cannot leave ourselves out of the process

It must be true thru our personality

Help people experience the truth by who we are

Additional Ideas from Class...

Sounds or phonetics
How it sounds can be important as well

Alliterations...

Sometimes, if it doesn't sound right, it can sound wrong or lose its meaning

Silence
Pauses

Clustering thoughts together

I.e.: one huge paragraph in reading: pauses while preaching

The Flow of Ideas/ Train of thought
Clarity:

"I may speak with the tongues of angels but if I have not clarity it means nothing..."

Tone and Inflection
Albert Mehrabian (1967)

Vocal, Verbal, Visual (facial)

what has the greatest impact on getting info across?

Vocal,  38%

Verbal, 7%

Visual (facial) 58%

ie: I really love to be listening to a boring speaker with the hum of the AC in the room at dinnertime

What gets the point across in this statement?

Voice inflection and facial expression or the words themselves?

Dinner Break
Taylor and Allen Sermons:

Note that the sermons are not dense

they are not packing in the info

They choose to share what the listener can handle

What "wows" the reader will not "wow" the listener

Videos of Sermons: 

Barbara Brown Taylor

uses manuscript

falls from it but keeps focus

leaves a paradox for some tension

Write the focus of your sermon on the top of each page

If the words don't support the focus, then save them for another sermon


- Barbara Brown Taylor

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

"I Have a Dream"

Rarely uses manuscript

Uses voice

Repetition

Has one theme (like Barb)

Goal of preaching in this course

That we discover more about our voice and who we are and how to be at our best
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Embodying the Word: The use of voice in your delivery
Jesus was the Word and spoke God's Word

Every word he used was the Word of G

His presence the embodied Word

When we preach we are the bodies people are looking at

When people are listening to us they are hearing God's word

Embodiment of the W comes thru us

Incarnational presence

Theological rational that preaching is not just speaking

Work of learning how to present the Word
Part of the incarnational aspect

Articulation 

Expression of that whuch we have prepared

We practice our delivery

We don't just read aloud but we practice it

Even write in the margins that we should move, "pound the pulpit"

We are standing in front of others delivering the Word however...

It is not entertainment
Performing the Word -recommended book

Charles Bartow

Sermon is:

Word of God face to face, oral:aural

TS Elliott
Purpose of literature to turn blood into ink

Brauer
Ink back into blood

Use of Various Parts of Body

Eyes

Sermon is a dialogue and we receive info from the congregation

We need to make eye contact for this to happen

We may learn to:

slow down

speed up

Use eyes to look at material, hopefully rarely

Only as necessary

If you know your material, the congregation won't know if you are looking at an outline or a full text

Internalize your message:

Read it aloud ten times

Our eyes have a certain kind of memory

We will know where to go on the page when we look down at our manuscript

I.e.: we read a book, don't know where a specific word is but know where it is on the page

Voice
All shouting or all whispering looses its effect

Un-modulated tone will put people to sleep

Try not to be hypnotic

We are in theology and not medicine!

Resonance:

Capacity of the body to take its sound and amplify it

One can speak softly and still resonate!

Vowel sounds:

Vowels carry the sounds

Focus our speaking on the vowels

Project the vowels

Project

Preachers can use the same exercise as singers to strengthen their voice

Practice reading the same line over and over

Air Supply:

Fuel of our sound

Be aware of it so we can use it effectively

Hesitations or Pauses (Pacing):

Silence gives the congregation time to reflect on where they have been and time to prepare to move forward (or for what is coming next)

Hands and Face:

Bigger the congregation the bigger the gestures

Gives people in the back ability to participate

Audience is cued into the nonverbal cues

Used space around us when trying to create an image

Demeanor of the Speaker or Ethos
confidence, authority, nerves of the speaker

Authenticity:

Can be seen a mile away when they are confident of what they are saying

When the speaker is convicted by the message

Speaker has confidence in the message

Boldness

Confidence

Authority:

No matter how offensive the word may be, it is God's word

Speak with authority

Nerves:

Prepare by pray, rehearse, repeat as many times as necessary

Systems of Rhetoric
Work of spoken advocacy or layering

Sophists:

From Greek meaning wisdom

Sophistry today means:

Unnecessary philosophizing

Speaking persuasively about something you are not persuaded about

Socrates:

Separated himself from the sophists

famous pupil Plato

Plato:

Wrote down the work of Socrates

What is just, true and good vs. persuasive

Some of a gift for speaking persuasively

Aristotle
Five Parts of Rhetorical Process:

1. Inventio

Where we gather the data, do research

Exegesis of the text

Gathering of current material

"Preach with the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other" - Barth

2. Dispositio

Arrangement of material we gathered

Beginning, middle and end

Where we work with the gathered material

3. Elocutio

The style of the message

Plato and Aristotle resistant to style because many people spoke for sport

Great speaking but little content

Our personal abilities will affect the style

Looks, charm, use of voice...

4. Memoria

Memorization of the message

Clay prefers internalization

5. Pronuntiatio

Aristotle's Artistic Modes of Speaking
Logos
Pathos
No substance, all story

i.e.: Chicken Soup for the Soul

We do want to appeal to this but, show caution

Ethos
Character of the speaker

Aristotle, "A good message is a good person speaking well"

Designing the Sermon and Speaking in Moves or Blocks of Thought
Design Order and Clarity in the message

Order:

We needs words to order our thoughts

Our thoughts come in grammatical phrases

Always striving for clarity in communication

We want an order that makes sense

We try to be so ordered and organized so people will move with us

goal to find a way to order our textual ideas and shape it:

Logically

Clearly

So it makes sense in another's heart

Clarity:

We want to be understood through our order

Fred Cradock: (sp)

"We should put the sermon theme in one sentence and place at the bottom of each page of our manuscript"

Martin Luther King, Jr. would call this our "landing strip"

Tom Long: Focus and Function
See July 2
Focus
What the sermon is about

Function
___________________________________

Unit
Do one thing and do it well

One point sermons

Avoid saying too much

Know what to leave out

They may sound great but may not advance the message

Rule out the irrelevant cute story

Do put in the good story for good humor when it advances the message

Use language people understand

How can the people be fed if they do not understand you?

Communicate the gospel clearly

Use ordinary language in extraordinary ways

Good example in poetry

No fancy words but stunning creativity

Speak clearly but with good grammar

Movement
Whatever the source of the idea there will be a natural flow or stages in the message

Example: (Just an example and not written in stone) 

1. intro, 

2. aspect of the text, 

3. clarifying element, 

4. resolution, 

5. claim as to what it means to us

David Buttrick calls these "moves" in a sermon

3-4 minute sections with the same points throughout

Each move contains:

In our manuscripts:
Indicate where the moves or blocks of logic are in our texts
Midterm Exam
Is accountability for reading the material

Long Long Long

Course Reader

Open Book, Open everything

Exam sheet - no blue book

90 minutes

Short answers

One question on each of the articles in the reader

Dinner
Dr. Schmidt's Sermon Prep

For a new congregation who is mostly wealthy

Texts:

Jeremiah 20 , Rom 6:1-11, Mat 10:24-39

Clay's Step-by-Step

1. First Reading

Read over the texts a few times

Get a sense of how they relate to each other

Tries to get an understanding of the congregation he will be preaching to.

How does a wealthy congregation suffer for the cross?

Divisions in families because of faith in Christ

Where is the hope?

Focus Statement
Division from the world is the cross that Xians bear

Bear it gladly although it leads to all kinds of death - leads to only life

Function Statement
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Video
Dr. Peter Story

Must remain faithful to the content

The Primacy of Preaching

Preaching is the Bible way

born in preaching

Renewal and preaching Belong Together

Preaching Pivotal in the Congregation
People come to hear the sermon

Interpreting

Reminding

Convicting

Winning

A Window on the Wider World
important that we see ourselves as preachers opening windows so the people see the real world

We are peroquial(sp) and must show that

The Most Consistent Instrument of Evangelism

Something mysterious and wonderful happens when someone preaches

MAKING OF A PREACHER
Marriage between unchanging gospel and unique personality

Very dynamic thing

Born in the devotional life

most important device you can give any preacher

People will sniff you out

Can not preach what you do not know

Product of Gift and Struggle

Do not get lost in your gift

Do not abuse or slide through on it to avoid your struggle

Know Your Tools

The one tool we have is Scripture

1. Best way you can handle that text

2. All the other ways

Live Into Your Sermons

Freedom, Accountabilty

God forgive us if we are not accountable to the freedom we have in sharing the Gospel of Christ
Bearers of Good News

Regardless the subject, have good news

No good news then throw the sermon away

Be a Preacher
Difference between teaching and preaching

Teaching is never preaching

Q&A
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